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From the Pastor’s Desk...

In the business of Lent I often find my solace in the reading of a Gospel. Lectionary choice of Series B (the 2 nd
year of readings in the 3 year Lectionary which we use for reading in the Sunday public worship) and so it’s the
‘soup du jour” for me this year.
As I was reading I stumbled across chapter 12. Jesus is speaking–predicting–teaching on the subject of the
Resurrection.
It’s an interesting time in the “Enemies” of Jesus life. Jesus has just silenced the now disgraced, strictly
orthodox Pharisees and the free-thinking Sadducees, who had been itching for a battle with Jesus, step on to the
religious battlefield. They were looking for a quick and decisive strike. Their thought: “By defeating Jesus we
would not only discredit the Christ but at the same time we would triumph over the Pharisees and rejoice over a
conclusive two–fold victory.” They disbelieved in the Biblical Doctrine of the resurrection, but for the time being it
becomes for them, a convenient argument which would serve the purpose of “stamping out” this Galilean country
preacher.
So, they present what they think is a cleverly disguised question before Jesus:
“Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man's brother dies and leaves a wife, but leaves no child,
the man must take the widow and raise up offspring for his brother. 20 There were seven brothers;
the first took a wife, and when he died left no offspring. 21 And the second took her, and died,
leaving no offspring. And the third likewise. 22 And the seven left no offspring. Last of all the
woman also died. 23 In the resurrection, when they rise again, whose wife will she be? For the
seven had her as wife.”
Mark 12:19-23
Now remember, the Sadducees did not believe in the resurrection of life. Would Jesus be tripped up? Would
He deny the resurrection? Would He contradict Moses? Would He admit His ignorance? Surely, He would
screw up in one of these questions and either one of the questions answered wrongly would silence Him for all
time.
But Jesus did not fall into the trap nor the pit they had dug for His downfall. Jesus said quite calmly and cooly:
“Is this not the reason you are wrong, because you know neither the Scriptures nor the Power of
God?”
Mark 12:24
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“These polished, [educated] and superior Sadducees were told by this unlettered country carpenter that they
were ignorant, and at that ignorant of Holy Scripture and a knowledge of the Scripture was just the thing on which
they prided themselves.” (Dallmann: “Jesus, His Words and Works” Northwest Publishing House, © 1914, pg.
360) What was their response? One can only conjecture because the text does not tell us.
And Jesus went on to say:
“For when they rise from the dead, they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like
angels in heaven.”
Mark 12:25
Those who are in heaven cannot die again and Jesus reminds the Sadducees that marriage was given for the
procreation of children. If we are not going to die there is no need for procreating heaven – therefore, no need for
marriages in heaven.
No doubt these wise–educated persons probably looked sheepishly embarrassed by such fundamentally
simple but convincing proof. They had never thought about “that”. And then Jesus gives them a lesson in the
simplistic ignorance of their own confession that they themselves confess which proved the Resurrection:
“And as for the dead being raised, have you not read in the book of Moses, in the passage about
the bush, how God spoke to him, saying, ‘I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the
God of Jacob’? 27 He is not God of the dead, but of the living. You are quite wrong.”Mark 12:26-27
Yet, Jesus message is not only meant to silence the Sadducees but rather to teach, confess and prove the
reality of the resurrection life which He will exemplify in real presence in the near future.
In today’s world we have “Sadducees” all around us. They confront us with what they think are clever disguised
unimportant questions meant to trip us up over our confession of Christ and Him crucified. Yet, they show a
simplistic ignorance of Holy Scripture. We are not to be distracted or to waste our time with disputing over
decomposable and impractical questions about the hereafter, but let us find the live, vital and practical questions
and problems of the day that we should address in our duty to “reflect” Jesus Christ. And Jesus gives us a hint of
what that means in the next section (Mark 12:28-34).
In our Lenten season may our prayer of repentance be over our sinful nature and that God would give us the
knowledge and ability to decipher between what is good and necessary for us and our neighbors well being and
education.
Your brother in Christ,
Pastor De Young

Ways you can help the Church and the School!
Items the school collects as part of the fundraisers that help
offset the costs of supplies:
Box Tops for Education**
Ink cartridges*
Cell Phones*
Tom Thumb Good Neighbor Rewards (see page 8)
Kroger Community Rewards (see page 8)
* Place in box on the floor in the main hallway.
**Place Box Tops for Education in the box in the Narthex.
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Volunteer
Opportunities
available:
Saturday Secretary
Sunday School
Altar Guild

Cross of Christ Lutheran Church and School

From Pastor’s Desk continued...

Board of Properties
As I reported in the last Voters’ Meeting repairs of the
property around the church thus far has been minimal. I
would like to thank A. D. Cowser and Tom Graves for
their assistance. This year we have accomplished a few
tasks. We have changed out all the lights in the Narthex,
balcony, and hallway to L.E.D. bulbs. Thanks to the
donations from members of the congregation we are in
the process of changing out all lights in the sanctuary as
funds become available.

I see the crowd at Pilate's hall,
I mark their wrathful mien;
Their shouts of "Crucify" appall,
With blasphemy between.
And of that shouting multitude
I feel that I am one,
And in that din of voices rude
I recognize my own.
I see the scourgers tear His back,
I see the piercing crown;
And of that crowd who smite and mock
I feel that I am one.

Our most recent accomplishment was clearing tree
limbs off a fence line of church property for a concerned
neighbor and making minor fence repairs. After a closer
survey we realized that other neighbors are experiencing
the same problem and we plan to address that at a later
date.

Around you cross the throng I see,
Mocking the Sufferer's groan;
Yet still my voice it seems to be
As if I mocked alone.

We will be replacing the air conditioning unit in the
sanctuary before summer. There are several units that
need repairs in the school area.

Twas I that shed that sacred blood,
I nailed Him to the tree;
I crucified the Christ of God;
I joined the mockery.

On Saturday, March 24th we will be having our annual
“Church Clean Up Day”. This is our work day to get the
church cleaned up and shiny for all those that will attend
our Easter services. The work will include indoors and
outdoors and we need all levels of help. From dusters to
weed pullers we need you all. Lunch will be served after
a morning of work. I hope to see you there.

Yet not the less that blood avails
To cleanse away my sin,
And not the least that cross prevails
To give me peace within.
Dr. William Dallmann

J. V. Smith

The LWML Texas District
40th Biennial Convention
July 5-8 Waco Convention Center
Hotel reservations are open:
Hilton Waco—$145 room rate,
113 South University Parks Dr., Waco
Courtyard Waco—$135 room rate,
101 Washington Ave., Waco
Links and group codes for hotel reservations can
be found at lwmltxdist.org/2018-waco-convention.

Registration will begin on March 1!
Have questions? Send an
email to Waco@lwmltxdist.org.

March 11, 2018
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From the President
My brothers and sisters in Christ,
I would like to use my space this month to pass on a couple of items brought up at the voter’s meeting for those
that did not get the opportunity to attend and participate.
I shared with those in attendance that this is the time of year that companies traditionally refresh their vision and
action plans. My company is no exception. It got me to thinking about my vision for Cross of Christ. Two years
from now, I see our church continuing to support each other in our spiritual growth (Romans 14:13). Our members
will have a firm understanding that God wants us to actively serve in the congregation (Romans 12:6-8). Our
church will be a beacon of God’s promise and a consistent source of God’s Word and sacraments to our
community (Mathew 28:16-20). These are some of the things I see us growing toward. This vision requires action.
It is not passive. If you share this vision, please prayerfully ask yourself what personal role you are being called to
take. There continues to be open positions on the Church Council. What a great place to start!
We also discussed the requirement to replace an air-conditioning unit. Our system in general is long in the tooth
– over 20 years old! We know one unit requires total replacement before the summer hits us. It is true we have
one unit in our budget but I feel the need to remind you that you passed an unbalanced budget this year. We are
going to have to take inventory of our personal stewardship as we progress through the year at the same time we
confess our thankfulness for God’s continued blessings. Your council members commit to total transparency
throughout the year.
Yours in Christ, Dan
Romans 14:13 “Therefore let us not pass judgment on one another any longer, but rather decide never to put a
stumbling block or hindrance in the way of a brother.”

Board of Elders
Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! At the time I write this article, there are some good
stories in the media about Billy Graham, who recently passed from this earthly world. In this day and age, there
are very few people who are universally admired, but Billy Graham was one of them. Having read about him over
the past several days, I think I understand the reason why there was this admiration for him.
I remember as a teenager the first time I saw Reverend Graham on TV. He was a compelling figure and had
a great speaking voice. But there were other evangelists who had a similar charisma. There was, however,
something different about him. Certainly, he did not become embroiled in scandals like so many of the other
evangelists. More importantly, there was a strong sincerity when he spoke. It was clear that he truly believed the
message he was preaching. A message that God loves each one of us and that he will accept us with all of our
faults if we simply have faith in him. In short, Billy Graham himself was not important as the messenger of God’s
Word but it was the message that was important. He recognized that he was a sinner just like all of us, and that
his salvation could only come through faith. He once said, “I am not going to Heaven because I have preached to
great crowds . . .I am going to Heaven just like the thief on the cross who said in that last moment, ‘Lord,
remember me. ‘” And Christ said, “This day you will be with me in Paradise.”
We would all do well to remember the simple and profound message that Billy Graham preached all of his life.
Like him, we should also follow the great commission and preach that message to others. At a gathering of
evangelists in Europe, Graham looked out at the crowd, pointed at them and said, “You are the next Billy
Graham . . . Go and preach.” When I read that quote, I thought also of Gary Pate who preached the word as
much as any minister or pastor I have known. We can do the same.
Finally, we can celebrate Billy Graham’s life and assurance that he has overcome death and is with the Lord. I
really loved this quote from him that spoke of that assurance, “Someday you will read or hear that Billy Graham is
dead. Don’t you believe a word of it. I shall be more alive than I am now. I will just have changed my address. I
will have gone into the presence of God.”
Peace be with you, Tom
Cross Words, March 2018
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Once again LWML is gathering items for the Lutheran World Relief Personal Care Kits. These kits
make a difference in the communities where they are distributed because they provide basic hygiene
and personal dignity where natural or man made disasters strike.
Each Personal Care Kit will include the following: One light-weight bath-size towel; two bars of bath
soap; one adult-size toothbrush; one sturdy wide tooth comb; and one metal nail clippers.
We invite you to join us as we share God’s grace and love by providing that simple comfort.
During Lent we will be focusing on collecting items as noted below, but note that donations may be
made at any time. The deadline for donations of items for the kits is March 21, 2018. The kits will be
assembled at the end of the LWML Meeting at 10:00 a.m. Wednesday, March 21, 2018. All ladies are
encouraged to help with the kit assembly.
First Week of Lent

Bath soap, any brand, individually wrapped, at least 4 ounce size

Second Week of Lent

Towels*

Third Week of Lent

Adult size toothbrushes

Fourth Week of Lent

Sturdy wide-tooth combs

Fifth Week of Lent

Nail Clippers (with or without attached file)

*There is a sample of the type and size of towels on display above the table in the main hall. The size
of the towels should be between 20" x 40" or 27" x 52". Dark colors are recommended. Note that many
people have to hand launder their towel, so thick towels are difficult to wash and dry. Additionally, if the
towel is larger/thicker, the cost of shipping will be more.

Our Goal is 90 Kits! Your support is greatly appreciated!
Gail Bielefeldt applied for $250.00 of Thrivent Financial seed money for this project and was approved.

See our progress!
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Cross of Christ Lutheran School
SUMMER CAMPS
We are now enrolling for Summer Camps happening June 1 through August 2
Camps will include:
Art Camp — focusing on drawing and painting with a contest at the end of the week
Recycle Art — focusing on making gifts, bags, pictures & pots for plants out of recycled material
Lost Artifact — recording the results of the scavenger hunt, working with a map, molding clay, and looking for
buried treasure
Dino Days — including a Dig for Dino Bones
World Travel — exploring the 4th of July (including a parade on the 3rd of July); Olympics and Volcanos around
the world
Behind the Story — imagining and making puppets; writing and drawing a story
Space Avenger — exploring slime; mobiles; stars; planets; the moon and the sun
Animals Large and Small — exploring animals, including where they live and what they eat
Nature garden — planting for fall — learn about plants; cooking and eating healthy, including a focus on manners
Games That Last Forever — learning how to play games which will enable the children to carry the knowledge with
them for life

School Board News
This Easter the children of the school will be
sending cards to the shut-ins to let them
know they are remembered in our prayers.
If you would like to help, you can bring any
of the following needed supplies:


Ribbon



Stickers



Cards



Doilies



Other supplies

Supplies can be placed in the “Craft
Donation Box” in the Narthex.
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We currently have 42 enrolled students with 2 on the
waiting list for openings in the baby room. We also
have 2 students on the list for August (new school
year). We have a family that has visited the church
over the last few weeks and has visited with Lila about
bringing his 2 year old to our school in the coming
weeks.
As you can see above, Lila has put together the
Summer 2018 Camps and we will be handing out
flyers to all that might have an interest in our camp.
On Thursday the 22nd of February several teachers
and staff members and myself attended a training
session for Intruder Training, held in our Fellowship
Hall. This was a very informative session and this
attendance met the new requirements by the State of
Texas for how to deal with an intruder.
- A. D. Cowser

6

Cross of Christ Lutheran Church and School

March 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

Monday Night Bible Study—7:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall (except Holy Week)
Ladies Bible Study—Tuesdays, 10:15 a.m., Fellowship Hall (except Holy Week)
Board Meetings — Thursday, March 1st, 7:00 p.m.
Council Meeting — Thursday, March 8th, 7:30 p.m.
Elders Meeting — Thursday, March 15th, 7:30 p.m.
Lenten Supper, Wednesdays, 7th, 14th, 21st, 6:00 p.m.
Lenten Wednesday Service— Wednesday, March 7th, 14th, 21st, 7:00 p.m.
Newsletter Articles due — Thursday, March15th
Church Clean Up Day, Saturday, March 24th, 9:00 a.m.
Holy (Maundy) Thursday Service, March 29th, 7:00 p.m.
Good Friday Service, March 30th, 7:00 p.m.
Braille Workers—Wednesday, April 4th, (instead of normal date, March 28), 9:30 a.m., Grace
Lutheran, Arlington

SUNDAY SCHEDULE:
9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship with Communion
10:30 a.m. Adult Bible Classes & Sunday School
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Sign up sheet for

Easter Lilies

Cross of Christ Lutheran
Church and School
512 N. Cockrell Hill
De Soto, TX 75115
972-223-9340
Fax 972-223-8432
Email: admin@CrossofChrist.org

Gail Carmical
Nathalie Smith
Billy Gleason
Dr. Falke
Lucille Gropp

Ways you can help:

February Birthdays

Tom Thumb

Joan Symank
Hilde Doyle
Michelle Caldwell
Rev. Karm Baidaoui
Cassandra Martin
A. D. Cowser
Meloney Tucker
Donice Arrington
Don Miller
Marion Knaub

Kroger
Have you re-enrolled this year?
Re-enroll your Kroger Community Rewards card to
continue to help our Church grow!

We are sorry if we have inadvertently
left your name off the birthday list.
Please contact the church office by
phone, 972-223-9340, or e-mail
at: admin@CrossofChrist.org, so
we can update our list.
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The price is $10.00 each.

To purchase Scrip Cards, get with Lila Fussell or
Carrie Graves after church on Sundays or call the
school at 972-223-9586. Or contact Sharon
Wilson at the church office during the week.

Remember our Shut-ins

3-1
3-1
3-6
3-10
3-10
3-14
3-15
3-18
3-19
3-27

main hallway.

Remember Scrip Gift Cards for your
favorite restaurants and stores make great
gifts.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/171963486643/

Dolores Jirik
Marion Knaub
Joan Symank
Karen Wenzel
Billy Gleason
Linda Hinckley

is located in the

You can enroll and re-enroll at one of the following:
www.Kroger Community Rewards.com or call
1-800-576-4377 or take this and your card to
Kroger and provide our number 80948.
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