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Pastor’s Page

Rev. John De Young
From the Pastor’s Desk...
One of the joys of the ministry is taking the Lord’s Body and Blood/Bread and Wine to shut-ins and
others who are in the hospitals. One of the greater joys is being able to say the confession of sins with
the shut-ins and hospitalized from memory. For many years they have said the same words Sunday
after Sunday and now they have become their memorized confession. It jogs my mind to think, “What a
pleasure to be able to remember the things of worship by memory.” One of those is hymns. Then it
reminded me of Laura.
At 83 years old Laura, was anything but crazy...nor was she dying! But trying to convince a loving,
distraught and sleep deprived emotionally drained daughter that wasn’t happening was proving to be a
seemingly overwhelming impossibility.
The surgery, three days ago, was a huge success and had gone well. Her “new” knee was
methodically bending well with the aid of a therapeutic droning machine under the sheets. The surgeon
couldn’t have asked for better results for someone so advanced in age. Besides, at this age they
usually did not do surgery.
But, this was a little too much for the family involved. Oh, the doctor had not failed to sit the family down
for the “pre-surgery” talk of possible complications but this never came up in the discussion as a
possible side effect.
Mom, Grandma, Parishioner, friend, whatever you called her had lost her mind. Yelling at everyone
who walked in to stop following her, and stating quite emphatically, “I will not be in your harem” proved
too much for those involved. With observation one could reasonably conclude that she was being
followed by the Ayatollah who pursed her around the Middle-East, a place she had never been before,
asking her to be in his harem. Things went from worse to worst when the nursing attendants needed to
strap her down to stop her from trying to literally “run away” from the Ayatollah. This was the straw that
broke the emotional back of the daughter.
It was time to give the daughter another break. “Go quiet and eat a good lunch. I’ll stay with Laura.” 2-3
hours later she returned with her husband to the quiet and contemplative mother. Gone were the
delusional outbreaks and hysteria. The straps had been removed and mom was mumbling to herself.
With a lunge to the bedside Audrey dropped her purse and began shaking her mom while yelling, “Oh,
no. Mom! Mom!” I quickly grabbed her and assured her that Mom was okay and was very calm. She is
meditating. “But, Pastor, how? When? What happened?”
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I went on to explain that when she saw me in a clerical shirt she didn’t think that I was the Ayatollah. It
was the briefest of moments of clarity and I immediately asked her if she remembered her home
church. Her spirit and body instantly quieted down and she became contemplative. Knowing that she
was confirmed many years ago I asked if she remembered the liturgy. As she began to hum the Nunc
Dimittis I reaffirmed her memory and sat down next to the bed to begin reading the hymnal. While
reading the hymns I came across the Confirmation hymns section and I asked Laura, “Do you
remember your confirmation hymn?” Immediately she began singing, “Shepherd of tender youth,
Guiding in love and truth. Through devious ways...” With a couple flips of a page I joined her “...Christ
our triumphant King, We come Your name to sing and here our children bring to join Your praise.”
Sad to say that she remembered the whole song from memory...I had to sing it out of the hymnal.
So, why do we use hymnals and why do we do the liturgy? Because we need what it speaks, God’s
Word of truth, here and now and some day in the future, we will really need it.
Your brother in Christ,
Pastor De Young

Our LWML has supported Bethesda
Lutheran Communities for many
years. In 2018 we would like to give
the congregation an opportunity to
support them also by giving out a little
. Christmas stocking in January which
you will fill all year according to the
poem directions that are inside. Then
bring it back next Christmas. Bethesda
is a Lutheran organization that
provides homes and other services for
people with developmental disabilities
to help them live the lives they
want. Thank you for your support.

Ways you can help the
Church and the School!
Items the school collects as part of
the fundraisers that help offset the
costs of supplies:
Box Tops for Education**
Ink cartridges*
Cell Phones*
Tom Thumb Good Neighbor
Rewards (see page 7)
Kroger Community Rewards (see
page 7)
* Place in box on table in the main
hallway.
**Place Box Tops for Education in
the box in the Narthex.
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From the President
My brothers and sisters in Christ,

I spent the Christmas holiday with family, some who have not been blessed with faith by the Holy Spirit. I
always find it interesting that those without faith consistently bring up faith questions for discussion. It is
clear to me that the absence of the Holy Spirit opening Scripture through faith (Jn 3:31-36) leaves a void
that cannot be filled with reason, education, experience or opinions. During our discussions, I was
reminded of the new covenant that God made with mankind based on the birth, life, death and
resurrection of Christ. The new covenant, a “better covenant…enacted on better promises” (Hebrews
8:6).
So I most certainly celebrated the birth of our most precious Savior this Christmas and I also celebrated
that the Spirit called each of you to faith. My prayer is that during this new year we continue to trust and
rely on one another to grow in faith as we gather and publicly read and study God’s Word.
We will no doubt have to work through some issues in 2018. There will be hardships and joys but they
will never overcome the comfort of God’s new covenant.
Yours in Christ,
Dan
1 Corinthians 1:9-10
God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. I appeal to you, brothers, by
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in
the same mind and the same judgment.

Disciples of the Way Ministries

“Disciples of the Way welcomes groups to “COME & See” our sewing program and have meaningful
interactions with the women students. St. John’s Tuesday Bible Study, Cross of Christ’s LWML, and
some members from Bethlehem LC, Palestine have been our first visitors this fall. The students
displayed their sewing projects, which were created on our beautiful new machines, and enjoyed
wonderful fellowship with our visitors. DOW invites your LWML or Bible Study group to schedule a visit!”
Note: Cross of Christ’s members Francis Sladek, Patty McKethan, Gretchen Thomale, Gail Bielefeldt
Verna Geihl and Kate Duncan were the first group from Cross of Christ to visit in November and enjoyed
an international celebration of Thanksgiving after the tour.

Other DOW News:
“Our RSC Staff assists refugees with job placement and assimilation into new lives in America. RSC’s
goal is to develop relationships that lead to discipleship. The refugee communities we are serving are
from Eritrea, Congo, Iraq, Sudan, Ethiopia, Iran, Lebanon, Ivory Coast, Bhutan and Tunisia.”
From the Disciples of the Way, December 2017 newsletter
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BOARD OF ELDERS

Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! As we start a new year, it is common for
many of us to make resolutions for the next year. Some of the typical resolutions include getting more
exercise or going to the gym, losing weight by eating less, or drinking less. In this article, I want to
suggest that, perhaps, we make resolutions that strengthen our relationship with the Lord.
In 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24, Paul gives us some great ideas for resolutions. He tells us to “be joyful
always” and “give thanks in all circumstances” (v. 16-17). As sinners, we tend to be joyful and thankful
only when our earthly circumstances are going good. But, a Christian’s joy should not simply be
dependent on present circumstances. It should be constant because of what Jesus did for us and our
assurance of eternal salvation. How much more enjoyable our life would be if we remembered any
troubles we encounter in this world are only temporary and ultimately will not matter once we are in
heaven with the Lord.
Another resolution from Paul’s teaching is “pray without ceasing” or “pray continually” (v. 16). This will
be my main resolution for the New Year. Praying continually does not mean that we go around
mumbling prayers. Instead, praying continually calls for developing an awareness of Jesus’ presence
and an attitude that brings him easily into every thought and activity of life. We are not limited in praying
only at Church or before meals, but we can and should pray anytime and anywhere. It greatly aids our
development as Christians.
We also must not “put out” or “quench” the Spirit’s fire (v. 19). That can happen if we willfully persist in
sins of commission or omission for He leads us in Christ always to make our wills submissive to and
subject to God’s will.
We are also to “test” everything, not just teachings but all things that might affect Christian faith and life
(v.21). This should lead us to holding on to the good and avoiding every kind of evil (v. 21-22).
Finally, I would add one other suggestion to Paul’s list. I would ask those who are not serving in
positions in the Church to prayerfully consider volunteering for any of many open positions we have,
such as the chairperson for the Board of Evangelism or Christian Service, and other open board
vacancies. This type of volunteer work will not only strengthen your development as a Christian, but
also will bring joy and satisfaction.

Peace be with you!
Tom Graves
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Cross of Christ Lutheran School
Christmas — We teamed with CEP, in Cedar Hill and took the children to Presbyterian Village where
they sang Christmas songs to the residents and presented them with gifts.

This Valentine’s Day and Easter the children of the school will be sending cards to the shut-ins to let
them know they are remembered in our prayers.
If you would like to help, you can bring any of the following supplies that are needed.


Ribbon



Stickers



Cards



Doilies



Other supplies
Supplies can be placed in the “Craft Donation Box”
in the Narthex.
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CROSS OF CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
Serving the LORD
ALTAR COMMITTEE: Mary Caldwell; Sue Riewe; Thomas and Jocelyn Lee
GREETERS: Polly Braig; Carol Brown; Verna Geihl
USHERS: A. D. Cowser; J. V. Smith; Michael Arrington

January 7

January 14

January 21

January 28

COUNTERS

COUNTERS

COUNTERS

COUNTERS

Harry & Eileen Davis

Elton & LaVonne Kindler

Gail Bielefeldt

Ken & Kay Boelter

Charlotte Walker

CROSS BEARERS
As Assigned

ELDERS

CROSS BEARERS

CROSS BEARERS

As Assigned

As Assigned

ELDERS

CROSS BEARERS
As Assigned

ELDERS

ELDERS

Tom Caldwell

Robert Flye

Allan Kloess

Tom Graves

Thomas Lee

Mo Horstmann

Dale Huse

Ron McKethan

LOCK–UP
Bob & Gretchen Thomale

NURSERY
Jackie Peña

SATURDAY SEC.

LOCK-UP

LOCK-UP

Tom Caldwell

LOCK-UP

Carrie Graves

NURSERY

Paul Tucker

NURSERY

Gail Bielefeldt

NURSERY

Linda Hinckley / Lila Fussell

SATURDAY SEC.

SATURDAY SEC.

Jackie Peña

SATURDAY SEC.

(6) Vic & Charlene Vidmar

(13) Cynthia Huse

(20) Polly Braig

(27) Mary Caldwell

Alyce Staehs

Lucille Gropp

Kate Duncan

Gloria Jones

Ron & Patty McKethan

Volunteer Opportunities available:
Saturday Secretary
Sunday School
Altar Guild
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January 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

Church Office and School closed—January 1st
Monday Night Bible Study—7:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Ladies Bible Study—Tuesdays, 10:15 a.m. Fellowship Hall
Board Meetings — Thursday, January 4th, 7:00 p.m.
Council Meeting — Thursday, January 11th, 7:30 p.m.
Newsletter Articles due — January 15th
Elders Meeting — Thursday, January 18th, 7:30 p.m.
Braille Workers—Wednesday, January 24th, 9:30 a.m., Grace Lutheran, Arlington

SUNDAY SCHEDULE:
9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship with Communion
10:30 a.m. Adult Bible Classes & Sunday School
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Cross of Christ Lutheran
Church and School
512 N. Cockrell Hill
De Soto, TX 75115
972-223-9340
Fax 972-223-8432
Email: admin@CrossofChrist.org

Remember Scrip Gift Cards for your
favorite restaurants and stores make great
gifts.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/171963486643/

To purchase Scrip Cards, get with Lila Fussell or
Carrie Graves after church on Sundays or call the
school at 972-223-9586. Or contact Sharon
Wilson at the church office during the week.

Remember our Shut-ins
Dolores Jirik
Marion Knaub
Joan Symank
Billy Gleason
Dr. Falke

JOURNEYS OF PAUL TOUR/CRUISE
(April 21-30, 2018) A Biblical tour of Greece e.g. Athens, Philippi, Corinth, Thessalonica, Isle of
Patmos, Ephesus - where Scripture is read and
explained at each Biblical site – Grecian Island
Cruise included! Contact Rev Darold Reiner,
retired LCMS pastor & former International
LWML Counselor, for a brochure:
imhis38@gmail.com or 406-890-1149 .

Gail Carmical
Nathalie Smith
Virginia Horstmann
Karen Wenzel

January Birthdays
1-1
1-2
1-3
1-5
1-8
1-11
1-12
1-13
1-16
1-16
1-18
1-20
1-21
1-22
1-25
1-26
1-26
1-26

Ways you can help:

Dale Huse
Anita Strand
Aeriel Blankenship
Donald Seilheimer
Lewis Vidmar
Lila Fussell
Nathan De Young
Cona Wende
Edith Fitch
Tim Hodges
Nona Flye
Thomas Lee
Deanna King
Suette Freerksen
Virginia Hortsmann
Bob Thomale
Cheryl Smith
Arvid Hall

Kroger
Have you re-enrolled this year?
Re-enroll your Kroger Community Rewards card to
continue to help our Church grow!
You can enroll and re-enroll at one of the following:
www.Kroger Community Rewards.com or call
1-800-576-4377 or take this and your card to
Kroger and provide our number 80948.

We are sorry if we have inadvertently left your name
off the birthday list. Please contact the church office by
phone, 972-223-9340, or e-mail at: admin@CrossofChrist.org,
so we can update our list.
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