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From the Pastor’s Desk... 

The Preface for Lent (the prayer spoken by Pastor right before the Sanctus, “Holy, Holy, Holy Lord,”) 

states:  

“It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, Holy 

Lord, Almighty Father, Everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Who overcame the assaults 

of the devil and gave His life as a ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared 

joyfully to celebrate the Paschal Feast in sincerity and truth.  Therefore with angels and archangels and 

with all the company of heaven  we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 

saying:” 

This prayer, spoken six Sundays in a row during Lent, speaks so clearly of what Lent is all about.  Lent 

is a time when God’s baptized people cleanse their hearts, minds and souls through the discipline of 

repentance, prayer, fasting, and almsgiving to prepare for the message of the “Lamb of God Who takes 

away the sins of the world.”  

Lent is a time of spiritual growth where God’s children concentrate on their Baptism, God’s Grace, the 

true “openness” of God’s Word (Law & Gospel) and joining together with brother and sisters in Christ in 

sharing the Lord’s Supper, conversion in every area of faith and life and walking in the security of the 

Gospel of Christ’s death. 

Lent had its origins in the Church's baptismal discipline. Several weeks before the Easter Vigil 

candidates for Baptism were enrolled by the bishop.  They underwent intensive catechesis, attended 

the liturgy frequently (although they were excluded from the Communion, being dismissed after the 

sermon – when they would “Close” the sanctuary’s doors – thus the term known as “Close(d) 

Communion) and were encouraged to live lives exemplified by the works of repentance, prayer, fasting 

and almsgiving.  They were baptized at the Great Vigil (Easter Eve) of Easter. There first communion 

was received on Easter. They sought a share in Christ's pascha, being buried into His death by 

Baptism and joining in the festive meal, the Eucharist. 

“Lent is a harsh season, yet deep and somehow calm:  bittersweet.  It begins in ashes and the sign of 

the cross.  It ends by the font when the church baptizes.  For all of us, Lent means living up to our 

baptism.” 
 

Thus, the focus of Lent, in the Church, is not on the death of Christ but rather on our Baptism and 
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adoption as sons and daughters of God. It is not an extended Holy Week time - although the Cross of 

Christ will always be at the heart, core, life and worship of the Church as She remembers Her Lord 

during the Lenten season. You will hear more words such as: Repentance, Baptism, Prayer, Salvation, 

Cross and forgiveness.  

A further explanation would look at the Lenten custom of 40 days. These 40 days remind us of Moses' 

presence before the Lord on Sinai for 40 days, the 40 years in which God led Israel in the wilderness, 

Elijah's 40-day fast on his pilgrimage to Horeb, and, of course, our Lord's fast of 40 days. The Sundays 

falling within the season of Lent are not counted because fasting is not appropriate to the day of the 

Lord's victory. Therefore, Sundays are carefully designated as Sundays in Lent, not of Lent. 

There is so much in Lent to emphasize. Yet, we must remember that even in the time of Lent when it 

seems the message is about our repentance, our fasting, our praying, our almsgiving, we are gently 

reminded by our God on the Sunday before Ash Wednesday - Transfiguration - “This is My Son. Hear 

Him!”  It’s all about Jesus!!! 

Your brother in Christ, 

Pastor De Young 

 

 

 

 

Sunday School 

Christmas Activity 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

 

 

Ways you can help the 

Church and the School! 

Items the school collects as part of 

the fundraisers that help offset the 

costs of supplies: 

Box Tops for Education** 

Ink cartridges* 

Cell Phones* 

Tom Thumb Good Neighbor 

 Rewards (see page 8) 

Kroger Community Rewards (see 

 page 8) 

 

* Place in box on table in the main 

hallway. 

**Place Box Tops for Education in 

the box in the Narthex. 
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Once again LWML is gathering items for the Lutheran World Relief Person Care Kits.  These kits make 
a difference in the communities where they are distributed because they provide hygiene and personal 
dignity where natural or man made disasters strike. 

 

Each Personal Care Kit will include the following: One light-weight bath-size towel; two bars of bath 
soap; one adult-size toothbrush; one sturdy wide tooth comb; and one metal nail clippers. 

 

We invite you to join us as we share God’s grace and love by providing that simple comfort. 

 

During Lent we will be focusing on collecting items as noted below, but note that donations may be 
made at any time.  The deadline for donations of items for the kits is March 21, 2018.  The kits will be 
assembled at the end of the LWML Meeting at 10:00 a.m. Wednesday, March 21, 2018.  All ladies are 
encouraged to help with the kit assembly. 

 

 First Week of Lent  Bath soap, any brand, individually wrapped, at least 4 ounce size 

 Second Week of Lent Towels* 

 Third Week of Lent  Adult size toothbrushes 

 Fourth Week of Lent Sturdy wide-tooth combs 

 Fifth Week of Lent  Nail Clippers (with or without attached file) 

 

*There is a sample of the type and size of towels on display above the table in the main hall.  The size of 
the towels should be between 20" x 40" or 27" x 52".  Dark colors are recommended.  Note that many 
people have to hand launder their towel, so thick towels are difficult to wash and dry.  Additionally, if the 
towel is larger/thicker, the more the cost of shipping will be more.. 

Our Goal is 90 Kits!  Your support is greatly appreciated! 

 

Gail Bielefeldt applied for $250.00 of Thrivent Financial seed money for this project and was approved. 
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BOARD OF ELDERS 

 

Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!  As I write this article, I am still in mourning 

over the death of a childhood friend who died suddenly and unexpectedly last week.   He was 65 years 

old, but in this day and age, it was expected that he would live several more years.  But, we can’t count 

on our own expectations; instead, it is up to the Lord.    Fortunately, my friend was a strong Christian 

and was prepared—I have every confidence he is with the Lord. 

 I am sure most of us have had family and friends who have died unexpectedly.  Their deaths should 

motivate us to be willing to study the Word and witness to others.  There should be a sense of urgency 

in our work to spread the Gospel to others, espe11qaazz  you can’t assume there will always be plenty 

of time to prepare for death on this earth or the coming of our Lord.  As Jesus said, “no one knows about 

that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, not the Son, but only the Father.  Be on guard!”  Mark 

13:32-33.  So, as Chairman of the Board of Elders, I would urge each one of you to not put off your 

evangelism for tomorrow, but make it a point each day to spread the Word of the Gospel! 

All of the Elders share the joy of the baptism of Grant’s and Elizabeth’s new son, THEODORE.  It was a 

special baptism service, especially given all of the family and friends who were there.   We all need to 

remember that we committed at the service to support Theodore in his faith and assist in any way we 

can to make sure he follows that true and narrow path to the Lord. 

 At the time you receive this newsletter, we will have begun Lenten services in preparation for Easter.  

This is always a special time of year and I encourage each one of you to participate in the fellowship of 

the soup suppers and those services.   

Peace be with you! 

 

Tom Graves 
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Cross of Christ Lutheran School  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our students are enjoying making Valentines for Cross of Christ shut-ins. Next on the list—Easter cards. 

 

This Easter the children of the school will be sending cards to the shut-ins to let them know they are 

remembered in our prayers.  

If you would like to help, you can bring any of the following needed supplies: 

 Ribbon 

 Stickers 

 Cards 

 Doilies 

 Other supplies 

 

Supplies can be placed in the “Craft Donation Box”  

in the Narthex. 

Pastor De Young explaining 

Chrismons to the school children and 

showing one of the children the 

beautiful Nativity set. 
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CROSS OF CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Serving the LORD 

 

  ALTAR COMMITTEE: Carrie Graves; Gail Bielefeldt 

  GREETERS:   Donice Arrington; Suette Freerksen; Chris Kloess 

  USHERS:    David Freerksen; Phil Strand; Arvid Hall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Volunteer Opportunities available: 
Saturday Secretary 

Sunday School 

Altar Guild 

 

February 4 February 11 February 18 February 18 

    

COUNTERS COUNTERS COUNTERS COUNTERS 

Harry & Eileen Davis Elton & LaVonne Kindler Gail Bielefeldt Ken & Kay Boelter 

  Charlotte Walker  

    

CROSS BEARERS CROSS BEARERS CROSS BEARERS CROSS BEARERS 

As Assigned As Assigned As Assigned As Assigned 

    

ELDERS ELDERS ELDERS ELDERS 

Tom Caldwell Robert Flye Allan Kloess Tom Graves 

Thomas Lee Mo Horstmann Dale Huse Ron McKethan 

    

LOCK–UP LOCK-UP LOCK-UP LOCK-UP 

Phil & Anita Strand Bob & Gretchen Thomale Tom Caldwell Carrie Graves 

    

NURSERY NURSERY NURSERY NURSERY 

Gail Bielefeldt Jackie Peña Gail Bielefeldt Jackie Peña 

    

SATURDAY SEC. SATURDAY SEC. SATURDAY SEC. SATURDAY SEC. 

(3)  Carol & Bo Brown (10) Bennie & Joan Symank (17) Carrie Graves (254 Grace Miller 

Nona Flye; Ellen Holmes Vera Watson Lila Fussell Verna Geihl 

   Charlotte Walker 
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 Monday Night Bible Study—7:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall  

 Ladies Bible Study—Tuesdays, 10:15 a.m. Fellowship Hall  

 Board Meetings — Thursday, February 1
st
,  7:00 p.m. 

 Council Meeting — Thursday, February 8
th
,
 
7:30 p.m. 

 Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper— Tuesday, February 13
th
, 6:00 p.m. 

 Ash Wednesday Service— Wednesday, February 14
th
,7:00 p.m. 

 Newsletter Articles due — Thursday, February 15
th 

 

 Desserts— Saturday, February 17
th
, 5:45 p.m. 

 Voters Meeting—Saturday, February 17
th
,  6:00 p.m. 

 Elders Meeting — Thursday,  February 15
th
, 7:30 p.m. 

 Lenten Suppers—Wednesday, February 21
st 

and 28
th
, 6:00 p.m. 

 Lenten Services—Lenten Services, February 21
st
 and February 28

th
, 7:00 p.m. 

 Braille Workers—Wednesday, February 28
th
, 9:30 a.m., Grace Lutheran, Arlington 

 

 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE: 

 

9:00 a.m.  Traditional Worship with Communion 

10:30 a.m.  Adult Bible Classes & Sunday School 

February 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28    
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Cross of Christ Lutheran 

Church and School 

512 N. Cockrell Hill 

De Soto, TX 75115 

972-223-9340 

Fax 972-223-8432 

Email:  admin@CrossofChrist.org 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/171963486643/ 

February Birthdays 

 2-1  Christina Smith 

 2-1  Clint Edsall 

 2-8   Liese Rill 

 2-13  Ellen Holmes 

 2-16  Tammy De Young 

 2-17  J V Smith 

 2-20  Gail Bielefeldt 

 2-23  Bennie Symank 

 2-25  Ronnie McKethan 

 

 
We are sorry if we have inadvertently  

left your name off the birthday list.   

Please contact the church office by 

phone, 972-223-9340, or e-mail  

at: admin@CrossofChrist.org, so  

we can update our list. 

Remember our Shut-ins 

 Dolores Jirik       Gail Carmical      

 Marion Knaub     Nathalie Smith   

 Joan Symank      Billy Gleason     

 Karen Wenzel    Dr. Falke 

 Billy Gleason  Lucille Gropp 

 Linda Hinckley 

Ways you can help: 

 

 

 

 

 

    Kroger 

 

Have you re-enrolled this year?   

Re-enroll your Kroger Community Rewards card to 

continue to help our Church grow! 

You can enroll and re-enroll at one of the following: 

www.Kroger Community Rewards.com or call  

1-800-576-4377 or take this and your card to  

Kroger and provide our number  80948. 

Tom Thumb 

Remember Scrip Gift Cards for your  

favorite restaurants and stores make great 

gifts.  

To purchase Scrip Cards, get with Lila Fussell or 

Carrie Graves after church on Sundays or call the 

school at  972-223-9586.  Or contact Sharon 

Wilson at the church office during the week. 

Thanks to your support and using the 

Tom Thumb Good Neighbor Program we 

will receive a check for $85.34. 

 

If you are not a member of the Tom 

Thumb Good Neighbor Program 

information on how to sign-up is below. 


