
May 7th, 2020 
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No matter what you think about how quickly things should “get back to 

normal,” there’s one thing most will agree on.  “Social-distancing” has 

become boring.  When the best thing you can do for everyone’s sake is to 

“stay at home,” life seems limited, unexciting, and ordinary.  

Sometimes life with God and in the church can seem to get that way too.  

We may pray, read the Bible, and go to Sunday worship… but little seems to 

come of it.  Our experience of gathering as the church on Sundays varies 
little.  The time and order of worship is basically the same, just the details 

change.  Sometimes life with God and in the church seems limited, 

unexciting, and ordinary.   

There are many things that could come from the necessity of COVID-19 

“social distancing.”  One positive thing might be that we see new value in 

receiving our spiritual daily bread through consistently spending time in 

prayer and Scripture.  Another might be that we come to better appreciate 

the weekly Sunday morning worship rhythm of our church.  

The things of faith that seem limited, unexciting, and ordinary are the very 

things needed to feed our souls.   

There will be a time in the future when we’ll be able to safely gather again 

for worship on Sunday mornings.  Having received recommendations from 
local health officials, our Bishop, and the Missouri UMC Conference, we’re 

assessing when and how that will happen.  In the meantime, my prayer is 

that the Holy Spirit continues to teach us something we’ve perhaps 

forgotten… just how vital ordinary life in Christ and the church can be.   

This Sunday I look forward to gathering with you virtually for worship on 

the radio or online, as we continue our sermon series called “Ordinary 

Faith.”  Anybody hungry?  See you then. 

Your partner on the journey, 

Pastor Steve    

Next Week’s  

Scripture Readings: 
 

Sunday:   John 14:1-14 

Pray, believe, and do the works of 

Jesus Christ and even greater. 

 

Monday:   Psalm 31:1-13 

Pray and lean into God’s faithful 

love in the desolate times. 

 
Tuesday:   Psalm 31:14-24 

Pray for the courage to wait for the 

Lord. 

 

Wednesday:   Acts 6:8-7:1, 7:55-60 

Pray for the faith to forgive. 

 

Thursday:   1 Peter 2:1-10 

Pray to be nourished by the word 

of God. 

 

Friday:   Genesis 15:1-6 

Pray to trust in God’s promises. 
 

Saturday:   1 Timothy 2:1-7 

Pray for our leaders and those who 

are in authority.   
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Prayers are needed for: 

Dennis Sieger and family  

on the passing of his mother 

Bernita Sieger, 

Ted Bolich, Dorothy Steward,  
Wylie Brown, 

Melvin Dennis, 

Tom Ross 

Thanks everyone for “keeping 

the distance”.  We are here to 

help, so please contact us if you 

need anything!   

Here’s how to get in contact 

with the church staff so we can 

help you!  Steve, Jennifer and 
Sam are working from home. 

Office—Kathy Garnett— 

660-885-5597  

office@clintonumc.net 
 

Pastor Steve Blacksher— 

660-525-4422  

steveblacksher@clintonumc.net 
 

Sam Lucas— 

660-351-4555                    

samlucas@clintonumc.net 
 

Jennifer Kiely— 

660-924-3926              

jenniferkiely@clintonumc.net 

Sewers Still Needed—A few Masks left! 

Since the CDC recommends that you wear a 

mask to the store and other outings, we are 

trying to help!  Masks are easy to make out of a 
bandana or some fabric and 2 rubber bands or 

shoe laces!  Use Google to find instructions.   

If you can’t make one, we have a really small 

selection of masks here at the office. Some are 
even children sized!  Call the office first (885-

5597) to check on availability and Kathy will save you one or two for pickup.   

Sewers, our supply is very low, so if you are willing to make some more, please 

let the church office know!   

The Upper Room is Online Too! 

During the COVID-19 crisis, the Upper Room publishers have 

made the May/June Upper Room available for a free download 

on their website. (thanks to some generous donors!)  They are 

also offering some pocket prayer booklets to download as well.   

A couple more of the prayer books available are “Prayers for 

Courage—Words of Faith for Difficult Times” and “Pocket Pray-

ers for Times of Illness”.  Check these out on their website at the following link: 

https://www.upperroom.org/special-editions/?path=covidblog  (I’ll link this in the 

email too).  If you go to our website (www.clintonumc.net), the link can be found 

in the Resources Tab.   
 

If you need a paper copy of the Upper Room, we still have some large print May/
June Upper Room devotionals left!   Since we aren’t going to the church building 

on Sundays, you can pick one up at the church office porch at 602 S. 3rd Street.  

They will be in a plastic bin on the porch during church office hours and evenings 

during the week.   

Summer Event Cancellations 

With the uncertainty of how long the Covid-19 virus will keep us in social distanc-

ing circumstances, it is with sadness that we announce the cancellation of the fol-

lowing children’s summer programs: 

• Missoula Children’s Theatre 

• Vacation Bible School 

• Middle School and Senior High Mission Trips 
 

We will keep you posted on other changes and of course, we will let you know 
when things will start back up again.  

https://www.upperroom.org/special-editions/?path=covidblog


 

“Ordinary Faith” Sermon Series   

Continues This Sunday 

In this time of the COVID-19 restrictions… away from 

the normal weekly rhythm of physically gathering for 

worship, fellowship, and ministry as the Clinton UMC 

congregation… how can God's life-changing presence be 

experienced?   

Join us this Sunday for another message in our series 

“Ordinary Faith—The Gift of Eating Leftovers”  We'll 
learn that in the overlooked moments and routines of 

our "socially-distanced" lives, we can become aware of, 

and impacted by, God's presence in surprising ways!  Find 

out more at  www.clintonumc.net.  

This Sunday’s Service will be Live! 

This week our Sunday Service will only be on Facebook 

live.  Non-Facebook users need to know that they can 

watch it because our Facebook page is a public business 

page that anybody can look at.  For these folks, the easiest 

way to get to the Facebook page is through our website –

www.clintonumc.net.  Go to Worship, Worship Videos 

and click on the link in there.  (ignore any Facebook log 

in stuff that pops up) Scroll down to see the Facebook 

Live video at 8:15 AM.   
 

How to Give! 

Remember, please make separate checks for your 
regular giving and building fund offering.  

One easy way to give is to mail your check in—still 

using the same address as 601 S. 4th Street. 

Another way is to use your bank’s online bill payment 

system and they will issue a paper check directly to us! 

If you want to make an online donation:  

 1. Visit our website at www.clintonumc.net.  

 2. Locate the “How To Give” tab at the top. 

  3. Click the “Make a Donation” button. 
      4. Follow the directions to make a donation.   

You have options to give to the General Fund or the 

Building Fund.  Create a login and you can go back and 

add or change donations!  For questions, call Kathy at the 

church office at 660-885-5597.  Thank you everybody! 

Check out Steve’s Blog! 

Every Monday and Thursday, Steve posts an inspirational 

message on his blog.  You can find it on our website, 

www.clintonumc.net and clicking on the Pastor Steve’s 
Blog tab. Several weeks worth of entries will be there for 

you to read and think about! 

 

 

 

 

 

Last week we shared that the asbestos survey identified 

some areas that needed attention as we begin to reallocate 

some spaces during the renovation.  Wednesday we 

started on that work with the removal of floor tiles from 

the "new" part of the building.  In addition we're 

removing some of the old steam piping that heated the 

original building before it was decommissioned a few 

decades ago.  At that time the distribution piping was not 

taken out but some false ceilings were installed to cover 

them over.   

The new layout for restrooms and stairwells require us to 

remove portions of these pipes.  To gain back some 

ceiling height, we've 

chosen to remove 

them all.  Good news 

is it eliminates the 

potential for some 

future exposure and we 

get a bonus of more 

headroom in the 

basement!  If all goes 

well, this part of the 
project should be 

complete by the 12th 

so we can have the 

space cleaned up and 

ready for Sunday School classes once we start gathering 
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