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Program 2: Epiphany 

• 1/9/22: Wedding at Cana, John 2:1-11 

• 1/16/22: Jesus Cleanses the Temple, John 2:13-25 

• 1/23/22: Nicodemus, John 3:1-21 

• 1/30/22: The Woman at the Well, John 4:1-42 

• 2/6/22: Healing Stories, John 4:46-54 [5:1-18] 

• 2/13/22: Bread of Life, John 6:35-59 

• 2/20/22: Living Water, John 7:37-52 

• 2/27/22: The Man Born Blind (Transfiguration of Our Lord), John 9:1-41 

Program 2: Lent 
• 3/2/22: The Good Shepherd (Ash Wednesday), John 10:1-18 

• 3/6/22: Jesus Raises Lazarus (First Sunday in Lent), John 11:1-44 

• 3/13/22: Jesus Washes Feet (Second Sunday in Lent), John 13:1-17 

• 3/20/22: Peter’s Denial (Third Sunday in Lent), John 18:12-27 

• 3/27/22: Jesus and Pilate (Fourth Sunday in Lent), John 18:28-40 

• 4/3/22: Jesus Condemned (Fifth Sunday in Lent), John 19:1-16a 

• 4/10/22: The Crucified Messiah (Palm/Passion Sunday), John 19:16b-22 

• 4/14/22: Jesus’ Last Words (Maundy Thursday), John 19:23-30 

• 4/15/22: Jesus the Passover Lamb (Good Friday), John 19:31-42 

Program 2: Easter-Pentecost 
• 4/17/22: Resurrection (Easter Sunday), John 20:1-18 

• 4/24/22: Thomas, John 20:19-31 

• 5/1/22: Paul’s Conversion, Acts 9:1-19a 

• 5/8/22: Paul and Silas, Acts 16:16-34 

• 5/15/22: Paul’s Sermon at Athens, Acts 17:16-31 

• 5/22/22: Partnership in the Gospel, Philippians 1:1-18a 

• 5/29/22: The Christ Hymn, Philippians 2:1-13 

• 6/5/22: Rejoice in the Lord (Pentecost), Acts 2:1-21; Philippians 4:4-7 

 

Program II Index 
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Scripture Readings 

Text: John 2:1-11 

On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of 
Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. 2Jesus 

and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 
3When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to 
him, “They have no wine.” 4And Jesus said to her, 
“Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? My 
hour has not yet come.” 5His mother said to the 
servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” 6Now standing 
there were six stone water jars for the Jewish rites of 
purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. 
7Jesus said to them, “Fill the jars with water.” And 
they filled them up to the brim. 8He said to them, 
“Now draw some out, and take it to the chief 
steward.” So they took it. 9When the steward tasted 
the water that had become wine, and did not know 
where it came from (though the servants who had 
drawn the water knew), the steward called the 
bridegroom 10and said to him, “Everyone serves the 
good wine first, and then the inferior wine after the 
guests have become drunk. But you have kept the 
good wine until now.” 11Jesus did this, the first of his 
signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and 
his disciples believed in him. 
 

Secondary Text: Psalm 104:14-16 
14You cause the grass to grow for the cattle, and 
plants for people to use, to bring forth food from the 
earth, 
15and wine to gladden the human heart, oil to make 
the face shine, and bread to strengthen the human 
heart. 
16The trees of the Lord are watered abundantly, the 
cedars of Lebanon that he planted. 
 
 

Dramatic Reading of the Text 

Readers: Narrator, Mary, Jesus, Steward 
Narrator: On the third day there was a wedding in 
Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. 
Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the 
wedding. When the wine gave out, the mother of 
Jesus said to him,  
Mary: “They have no wine.”  
Narrator: And Jesus said to her,  
Jesus: “Woman, what concern is that to you and to 
me? My hour has not yet come.”  
Narrator: His mother said to the servants,  
Mary: “Do whatever he tells you.”  
Narrator: Now standing there were six stone water 
jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding 
twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus said to them,  
Jesus: “Fill the jars with water.”  
Narrator: And they filled them up to the brim. He 
said to them,  
Jesus: “Now draw some out, and take it to the chief 
steward.”  
Narrator: So they took it. When the steward tasted 
the water that had become wine, and did not know 
where it came from (though the servants who had 
drawn the water knew), the steward called the 
bridegroom and said to him,  
Steward: “Everyone serves the good wine first, and 
then the inferior wine after the guests have become 
drunk. But you have kept the good wine until now.”  
Narrator: Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana 
of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples 
believed in him. 
 

  

2 
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Theme and Liturgy 

Preaching Theme 

Main Idea: Sometimes our greatness needs a 
little push in the right direction. 

Mothers want the best for their children. It’s what 
they do. Mothers also want their children to become 
productive and successful members of society using 
their best gifts to make the world a better place. In 
this text, we learn Mary was no exception. 

Jesus had barely gathered followers when an 
opportunity to show his greatness found him. The 
wine ran out at a wedding—a terrible faux pas then 
and now. What an embarrassment it would have been 
for the wedding families to send the guests home 
unsatisfied! In a culture where shame was tangibly 
painful, Mary knew that Jesus had it within him to 
save them from such shame. 

But Jesus resisted. Was it because he didn’t feel ready? 
Was it because God hadn’t yet given him the green 
light? We don’t know why, but clearly it wasn’t 
abhorrent for him to perform such a miracle or he 
certainly would have refused. But this exchange 
between Jesus and Mary is light and whimsical. Mary 
asks him to help. He refuses. Mary ignores his refusal 
and makes it impossible for him to say no. 

Reluctantly, Jesus obliges, and the wedding is saved. 
His first miracle is done, and his ministry is officially 
underway. We will never know how long it might 
have taken Jesus to begin his ministry if not for 
Mary’s nudge, and we will never know what his first 
miracle might have been. Maybe this is how it was 
always supposed to happen. Nobody, including Jesus, 
lives and works in total isolation. All of us need to be 
surrounded by the people that push us, challenge us, 
support us, and love us no matter what. Sometimes 
our greatness needs a little push in the right direction 
from the people that know us better than we know 
ourselves. 

Scripture Summary 

Jesus finds himself at a wedding where the hosts are 
soon to be disgraced by a shortage of wine. But surely 
this matter is too trifling for the attention of the great 
teacher, isn’t it? Don’t be so certain. 

Call to Worship 

L: You cause grass to grow for the cattle,  

C: And bring forth food from the earth. 

L: You give wine to gladden the human heart,  

C: And bread to strengthen it. 

L: The trees of the Lord are watered abundantly,  

C: The cedars of Lebanon that he planted. 

Confession and Forgiveness 

L: We confess our sins before God and one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

L: Merciful Lord, 

C: We come before you with heavy hearts. We do 
not always follow our Savior’s lead. We insist 
on our own way, putting worldly things before 
you. We doubt, we discriminate; we scatter—
preferring darkness to the brilliance of your 
truth. For all this we ask your mercy and 
forgiveness, that our hearts may be made 
clean again. Amen. 

L: As a loving shepherd gathers his sheep, so our 
Lord protects and cares for us. As patient as a 
parent for a wayward child, so is God’s mercy for 
us. Let us rejoice that we have received 
forgiveness, and that every day our Lord seeks to 
renew us in the image of our Creator, in the name 
of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.  
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Liturgy 

Prayer of the Day 

L: God of celebration,  

C: You are our hope when disaster seems 
imminent. Give us the calm confidence which 
your own mother showed, knowing that 
things are safe in your hands. Amen. 

 

Offertory Prayer 

You provide for our needs, down to the smallest of 
minutiae. May we never doubt that each act of 
kindness, each gift of love is blessed with your grace 
and received with thanksgiving. Bestow your blessing 
upon these offerings, and all those who give them, 
that we may be joined to one another in love, 
wherever we may be in this wide world. In Jesus’ 
name we pray. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the Church 

L: We pray for the church, the world, and all those 
in need. 

A brief silence. 

L: Lord, you are capable of turning the ordinary into 
something miraculous. Bolster our faith and give 
us confidence to do whatever it is that you 
require, that your glory might be shown through 
the humblest of acts. Wondrous God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: You have given us blessings far beyond our 
imagination, and joys which surpass our own 
powers to produce. Gladden our hearts with the 
fruits of your creation, given to be enjoyed, 
cherished, and shared. Wondrous God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Sometimes we need encouragement to carry out 
those things of which you have made us capable. 
Use us and others to call forth the best and 
highest purpose in each other, even when we 
don’t feel so inclined. Wondrous God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: You have fed us with the best, and blessed us 
with life abundant. Bring healing where there is 
suffering, infirmity, or lack of any kind. We lift up 
especially... Wondrous God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Your saints keep constant company around your 
throne, with joy surpassing any earthly 
celebration. Encourage our faith through their 
example, and save us a place at your heavenly 
table. Wondrous God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

Here other petitions may be offered. 

L: All things we place in your trustworthy hands, 
knowing that our concerns, our desires, and our 
loved ones are safe in your keeping. Through 
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Invitation 

As you brought joy to wedding guests more than 
2000 years ago, bring us now to the celebration of 
your feast today. Feed us on the bread and wine 
which last not only for an evening, but for all eternity, 
in your body and blood. Our generous host is calling 
us forth. Let us come to the table! 
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Liturgy 

Litany 

L: You go to the mailbox, 

C: Open the large, cream-colored envelope, 

L: Read the fancy script: 

C: “The honor of your presence is requested.” 

L: It’s a special wedding, and you are invited. 

C: There will be a lovely ceremony, and a grand 
reception. 

L: The happy couple has a gift registry. 

C: They even have an “Our Wedding” website, 
where they tell their love story. 

L: You mark the date and return the RSVP card. 

C: You buy the gift, and something nice to wear. 

L: You look forward to a wonderful celebration. 

C: It was not quite the same in Cana of Galilee. 

L: No wedding websites, no gift registries. 

C: The whole town was included in the 
celebration. 

L: And the reception lasted for a week or more. 

C: This was the kind of wedding Jesus and Mary 
attended. 

L: The best party the family could afford, to mark 
the marriage of their beloved young people. 

C: The finest food, a generous pouring of wine. 

L: When the wine ran out, it was a crisis. The 
family’s hospitality was put into question.  

C: But Mary did not worry. She calmly called on 
her son to save the day. 

L: She knew her boy was capable of miracles. 

C: Jesus didn’t want to do it, at first.  

L: But Mary did not worry.  

C: She calmly told the servants: “Do what he 
tells you.” 

L: And Jesus, son of Mary, a reluctant miracle 
worker that day, 

C: Turned jugs of water into the very finest wine. 

L: And the guests said, “You have saved the best for 
last.” 

C: If you were a guest at that wedding, would 
you have known what had happened? 

L: Would you have recognized the miracle? 

C: Most likely not. 

L: There are still miracles, all around us, every single 
day. 

C: God still works great wonders on this earth. 

L: But do we recognize these miracles? 

C: Most likely not. 

L: Sometimes, in the place where all seems lost, 

C: Where we have given up hope, 

L: That’s the place where we find Jesus, 

C: Who has saved the best for last. 

L: Our wine from water, our grand celebration, 

C: Our miracle, 

L: The gift of love from God to us. 

C: Thank you, Lord, for the best at the last. 

All: Amen! 
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Creative Expression 

Skit 

Characters: Kids 1-4 (junior high or high school age), 
Teacher 

Props: None 

 

Kid 1: Are you excited for tonight? 

Kid 2: Excited but also terrified. This is my first play 
ever. 

Kid 3: Don’t worry about it. It’s only a little one-act. 

Kid 4: Besides, you’re good. You’re probably the best 
actor in this play. 

Kid 2: Thanks. But I’m really glad I only have a small 
part in the first scene. Then I get to sit back and enjoy 
watching everyone else from the wings. 

Kid 4: Well, enjoy it now, because I think it’s the last 
time that’s going to happen. 

Teacher: (entering) Oh, thank goodness I found you. 

Kid 1: What’s up? You look like you’ve seen a ghost. 

Teacher: It’s a disaster. A total, complete, 
unmitigated disaster! 

Kid 3: Whoa. Unmitigated. It must be bad if it needs 
a word that big. 

Teacher: I’m serious. We’re in big trouble for 
tonight. Chun just called—they broke their leg and 
need surgery. 

Kid 2: Oh, no! Poor Chun! 

Teacher: Yes, poor Chun. But poor us! Chun was the 
lead in the third play, remember? We open tonight! 
What are we going to do? 

Kid 4: What about Landry? Didn’t they understudy 
the part? 

Teacher: Landry has mono. 

Kid 4: Ooh. Bummer. 

Kid 3: [Kid 2] can do it. 

Kid 2 and Teacher simultaneously: What?!? 

Kid 3: I’m serious. [Kid 2] is an amazing actor. And 
they know all the lines. 

Kid 2: Hey! How did you… 

Kid 4: We all know that, [Kid 2]. We’ve seen you 
mouthing the words along with Chun and everyone 
else at every rehearsal. 

Kid 1: Yeah. We figure you could do this as a one-
person show. 

Teacher: Seriously? You know all the lines? 

Kid 2: I…uh…well, yeah. I love this play. 

Teacher: Great! Then it’s a done deal. 

Kid 2: Wait! I’m not ready. This is only my first play.  

Kid 3: Well, we know you’re destined for theatrical 
greatness. You can do this little one-act and blow 
everyone’s mind. Then it’ll be nothing but serious 
leads from here on out. 

Kid 4: Just say you’ll do it, [Kid 2]. 

Teacher: Yes, please. 

Kid 2: (sighing) Okay. I guess it’s time to stop dragging 
my feet and go for it. 

Teacher: Thanks, for stepping up and saving the 
one-act festival. I’m so glad you were here! 

Kid 2: You’re welcome. 

Kid 1: Onward and upward! 
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Kids’ Storytime 

Main Message 

Jesus’ love makes life more joyful. 

 

Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• Pitcher of water 
• Instant drink mix 
• Paper cups 

 

Setting the Scene/Background 

Ask the kids to share about a fun birthday party 
they’ve gone to. What was served to eat and drink? 
Does having fun things to eat and drink at a party 
make the party more fun? Show them the pitcher of 
water and ask how you could turn it into a fun party 
punch. Take our the drink mix, add it to the pitcher, 
and make punch. Tell the kids they’re going to hear a 
story about how Jesus did a miracle to make a 
wedding party even more joyful. 

 

Telling the Story 

Tell the story using the KidStuff bulletin. 

 

 

 

Activity 

Discuss how Jesus’ miracle wasn’t just about adding 
drink mix to water. It was a sign that Jesus was 
someone so amazing and important that everyone 
should pay attention to him! Jesus wants our lives to 
be joyful, too. How can Jesus’ love make our lives 
more joyful? How can we share the joy of Jesus’ love 
with others? 

 

Reflection Questions 

• What things make me feel joyful? 
• When has another person showing love made 

me feel happier? 

 

Stuff to Consider 

Be aware of food allergies and of your congregation’s 
rules about juice in the sanctuary. If allowed, you can 
give each kid a cup of juice to enjoy. 

 

Next Week’s Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• Pictures of things that obviously don’t belong 

together, such as a polar bear and a desert; a 
loud banging drum and a person taking a nap; 
steamed broccoli and ice cream 
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Scripture Readings 

Text: John 2:13-25 
13The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went 
up to Jerusalem. 14In the temple he found people 
selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money 
changers seated at their tables. 15Making a whip of 
cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both 
the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the coins 
of the money changers and overturned their tables. 
16He told those who were selling the doves, “Take 
these things out of here! Stop making my Father’s 
house a marketplace!” 17His disciples remembered 
that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume 
me.” 18The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you 
show us for doing this?” 19Jesus answered them, 
“Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it 
up.” 20The Jews then said, “This temple has been 
under construction for forty-six years, and will you 
raise it up in three days?” 21But he was speaking of the 
temple of his body. 22After he was raised from the 
dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; 
and they believed the scripture and the word that 
Jesus had spoken. 
23When he was in Jerusalem during the Passover 
festival, many believed in his name because they saw 
the signs that he was doing. 24But Jesus on his part 
would not entrust himself to them, because he knew 
all people 25and needed no one to testify about 
anyone; for he himself knew what was in everyone. 

 

Secondary Text: Psalm 127:1-2 
1Unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it 
labor in vain. Unless the Lord guards the city, the 
guard keeps watch in vain. 
2It is in vain that you rise up early and go late to rest, 
eating the bread of anxious toil; for he gives sleep to 
his beloved. 

Dramatic Reading of the Text 

Readers: Narrator, Jesus, Jews 

Narrator: The Passover of the Jews was near, and 
Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple he found 
people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money 
changers seated at their tables. Making a whip of 
cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both 
the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the coins 
of the money changers and overturned their tables. 
He told those who were selling the doves,  

Jesus: “Take these things out of here! Stop making 
my Father’s house a marketplace!”  

Narrator: His disciples remembered that it was 
written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.” The 
Jews then said to him,  

Jews: “What sign can you show us for doing this?”  

Narrator: Jesus answered them,  

Jesus: “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will 
raise it up.”  

Narrator: The Jews then said,  

Jews: “This temple has been under construction for 
forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three days?”  

Narrator: But he was speaking of the temple of his 
body. After he was raised from the dead, his disciples 
remembered that he had said this; and they believed 
the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 
When he was in Jerusalem during the Passover 
festival, many believed in his name because they saw 
the signs that he was doing. But Jesus on his part 
would not entrust himself to them, because he knew 
all people and needed no one to testify about anyone; 
for he himself knew what was in everyone. 
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Theme and Liturgy 

Preaching Theme 

Main Idea: Although Jesus’ temple cleansing 
might seem frightening and alarming, it was a 
passionate and loving act of forgiveness and 
freedom. 

The placement of this cleansing story in John is one 
of many characteristics that sets John apart from the 
other three gospels. In Matthew, Mark, and Luke, this 
story happens near the end of Jesus’ ministry—his 
teachings and miracles all building up to a fiery 
climax. But in John, his fit of anger as he overturns 
the temple marketplace is the first public thing he 
does. He wastes no time setting straight the people 
God has chosen as God’s own. John’s Jesus is neither 
passive nor gentle. He comes with fire and passion 
right out of the gate. 

Israel had a long history of sliding away from God’s 
will, and then suffering the consequences of their 
actions by exile or occupation. By Jesus’ day they 
were occupied by Rome. Truthfully, all of humanity 
has had a long history of turning laws and rules that 
were once good and healthy for all people into 
policies of enslavement, control, or oppression. By 
the time of the Reformation, the Christian church had 
done the same—they had twisted God’s laws into 
terrible devices of torture and oppression. Over and 
over again humanity takes what is pure and good and 
turns it into something ugly and disgusting. 

But time and time again God turns what people have 
destroyed into something wonderful and beautiful. 
Jesus’ destruction of the marketplace on the surface 
might seem corrosive, but it was in fact a movement 
toward freeing the oppressed and poor. They would 
no longer need to spend what little they had to 
appease a seemingly angry God. Jesus helped them 
(and us) to see that God is a loving, forgiving, 
passionate and zealous God who needs no more than 
our love and loyalty. 

Scripture Summary 

Cattle, sheep, doves—all for sale. Just another day at 
the temple. But today, money changers had better be 
on their guard. Jesus is in town and he’s not pleased 
with what has become of his Father’s house. 

Call to Worship 

L: Unless the Lord builds the house, 

C: Those who build it labor in vain. 

L: Come, let us gather in the holy sanctuary. 

C: We bring our hopes, our praise, and our 
sorrow to God.  

Confession and Forgiveness 

L: We confess our sins before God and one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

L: Merciful Lord, 

C: We come before you with heavy hearts. We do 
not always follow our Savior’s lead. We insist 
on our own way, putting worldly things before 
you. We doubt, we discriminate; we scatter—
preferring darkness to the brilliance of your 
truth. For all this we ask your mercy and 
forgiveness, that our hearts may be made 
clean again. Amen. 

L: As a loving shepherd gathers his sheep, so our 
Lord protects and cares for us. As patient as a 
parent for a wayward child, so is God’s mercy for 
us. Let us rejoice that we have received 
forgiveness, and that every day our Lord seeks to 
renew us in the image of our Creator, in the name 
of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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Liturgy 

Prayer of the Day 

L: Merciful Lord,  

C: You are at once full of mercy and 
righteousness. Rouse us from complacence 
and light your fire within us again, for the 
sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Offertory Prayer 

We bring our offerings before you, God, not to show 
how good or deserving we are, but to glorify you who 
taught us generosity and care for the less fortunate. 
Keep our eyes and minds trained on you, that all we 
offer might bring glory to your name. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the Church 

L: We pray for the church, the world, and all those 
in need. 

A brief silence. 

L: Merciful God, so often we turn what was meant 
to be good into something self-serving, distorted, 
or unjust. Forgive us and lead us back to your 
right paths. God of righteousness, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: We do not always understand the purpose of all 
that you have made, O Lord. Your vision far 
transcends our own. Teach us to trust in your 
provision and wisdom, and to justly order the 
corner of this world we occupy. God of 
righteousness, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Inspire us by the lives of your servants like Martin 
Luther King, Jr., who saw a vision of your justice 
and gave his life to bring it about. Move us by 
your passion for the disenfranchised, the 
persecuted, and the misunderstood. God of 
righteousness, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Your sanctuary is place of prayer, praise, and 
healing. Grant to all who need it your wholeness 
and restoration, especially... God of righteousness, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Our legacy is with all those who, throughout the 
ages, saw injustice and didn’t rest, but rather 
fought to restore your good order to the world. 
Join us with them and give us also their zeal and 
love for you. God of righteousness, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

Here other petitions may be offered. 

L: All these things we entrust to you, knowing that 
you are ultimately merciful and have already heard 
our prayers. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Invitation 

We are home, and it is time for dinner. Come now to 
the feast which has been laid out for you, where you 
will find joy, peace, and forgiveness for all your 
wrongdoings. God is merciful. Alleluia! 
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Liturgy 

Litany 

L: Jesus, both God and human. 

C: Jesus, filled with wisdom and truth, love and 
grace and peace. 

L: This same Jesus got mad sometimes, as humans 
do. 

C: Call it righteous anger. 

L: But clearly, Jesus had a temper. 

C: You wouldn’t want to be on the wrong side of 
Jesus when he was angry. 

L: Early in John’s gospel, Jesus gets really mad. 

C: He makes a whip of cords, and goes after the 
animal sellers and moneychangers in the 
temple. 

L: He overturns tables; he drives the merchants out. 

C: He rails against the sacrilege in God’s house. 

L: The temple has become a marketplace, and the 
poor are being taken advantage of. 

C: They believe they must make animal 
sacrifices to God. 

L: They must pay for those animals. 

C: Even when they can’t afford them. 

L: Jesus once again goes to bat for the poor. 

C: Jesus once again speaks out against injustice. 

L: This time, he speaks out in great anger. 

C: As we would, when confronted with such a 
scene—the crass, opportunistic scene in the 
house of the Lord. 

L: It is as if people are selling steaks in the church 

lobby, for top dollar,  

C: To those who cannot afford them, 

L: To those who have no food, 

C: And telling those unfortunate people that the 
steaks are a sacrifice God demands. 

L: Jesus comes to reveal a different God. 

C: A God who never makes unfair demands, who 
never exploits the poor, 

L: A God worthy of all praise and worship from 
people who come, just as they are. 

C: Jesus makes a clean sweep of the temple. 

L: Jesus makes a clean sweep of our sinfulness. 

C: With his harsh words, Jesus jolts us into 
awareness, and once again reminds us who it 
is God favors. 

L: The least of us, meek and humble and broken. 

C: These are God’s special ones, and God invites 
them to come close. 

L: Not offering expensive birds on an altar, 

C: But just coming to God in prayer. 

L: May we remember God’s priorities. 

C: May we offer what is pleasing to our Lord: 

L: Our hearts, our souls, our lives, 

C: All offerings that make the Lord glad. 

L: May we clean house, our house, 

C: Turning the tables of greed and injustice. 

L: May we raise up a new temple to God. 

C: May we, with Jesus, raise a temple of love. 
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Creative Expression 

Skit 

Characters: Person 1, Person 2 

Props: None 

 

Person 1: Just look at this place. 

Person 2: I can’t even believe what’s happened to it. 

Person 1: It used to be somewhere people could go 
and just be, you know? 

Person 2: Connect with nature, and God. It was 
spiritual. 

Person 1: And then the city had to sell it to 
ParksCorp. 

Person 2: It wasn’t bad at first. I mean, ParksCorp 
is…or was…a good company with a good mission. 
They wanted to keep the park in the best possible 
condition so it would be around for generations to 
come. 

Person 1: Yeah, but then, all of a sudden, it was about 
park “improvements.” 

Person 2: Which cost money. 

Person 1: So much for a place for the community to 
just come and be. 

Person 2: Now you have to make reservations and 
pay through the nose. 

Person 1: And those “improvements” have been 
anything but! 

Person 2: I know. Big pavilions for events, a 
sculpture garden so big it takes up most of the open 
parkland, that pool… 

Person 1: They’re all beautiful, I guess. But they don’t 
do anything for that peaceful, spiritual vibe this place 
used to have. 

Person 2: Never mind that the folks from the local 
community who used to come here can’t afford to 
anymore. 

Person 1: Instead of bringing people closer to nature, 
this place has become a barrier to the people who 
need it most. 

Person 2: And the only people who benefit are 
ParksCorp and the folks who can afford to support 
them. 

Person 1: Makes me mad, to be honest. I’d love to 
just drive ParksCorp and all their ilk right out, and 
return the place to its original state and function. 

Person 2: Actually, I recently heard that there are 
some folks starting a petition to do just that. 

Person 1: A petition? I don’t think that’ll change 
anything. 

Person 2: Well, it’s a start. And I don’t think it would 
be a good idea to just come in here and start tearing 
things up. Even if we’d like to. 

Person 1: I guess. Fine, then. Let’s find another way 
to send a message. A strong message. And get this 
place back to its original purpose. 

Person 2: Yes! Something I can be zealous about. 
Let’s do it! 
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Kids’ Storytime 

Main Message 

Jesus reminds us what God’s house is for. 

 

Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• Pictures of things that obviously don’t belong 

together, such as a polar bear and a desert; a 
loud banging drum and a person taking a nap; 
steamed broccoli and ice cream 

 

Setting the Scene/Background 

Show the kids the pictures you brought in opposing 
pairs. Ask the kids if they go well together. Invite 
them to come up with some other examples of things 
that don’t belong together. Tell them they’re going to 
hear a story about Jesus seeing things that didn’t 
belong together. 

 

Telling the Story 

Tell the story using the KidStuff bulletin. 

 

Activity 

Discuss how Jesus didn’t think the temple and the 
market place belonged together. Why do the kids 
think he got angry? What was the temple really for? 
What is our church building for? How can we show 
our love and faith in our church? 

Reflection Questions 

• Am I surprised that Jesus got angry? Why or 
why not? 

• What is my favorite part of my church 
building? 

 

Stuff to Consider 

For some little kids, it might be difficult to grasp the 
concept of things that go together and things that 
don’t. Have fun with it. The important thing is that 
you let the kids offer ideas and treat all the ideas as 
valuable and worth considering. 

If you have kids with visual impairments, include a 
pairing of musical notes that don’t sound good 
together. Enlist your organist, pianist, or other 
musicians to come up with combination that is hard 
on the ears. 

 

Next Week’s Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• Flashlight 
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Planning Worksheet 
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Scripture Readings 

Text: John 3:1-21 

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a 
leader of the Jews. 2He came to Jesus by night and 

said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher 
who has come from God; for no one can do these 
signs that you do apart from the presence of God.” 
3Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one 
can see the kingdom of God without being born from 
above.” 4Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone 
be born after having grown old? Can one enter a 
second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” 
5Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can 
enter the kingdom of God without being born of 
water and Spirit. 6What is born of the flesh is flesh, 
and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not be 
astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from 
above.’ 8The wind blows where it chooses, and you 
hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it 
comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone 
who is born of the Spirit.” 9Nicodemus said to him, 
“How can these things be?” 10Jesus answered him, 
“Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not 
understand these things? 11Very truly, I tell you, we 
speak of what we know and testify to what we have 
seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. 12If I have 
told you about earthly things and you do not believe, 
how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly 
things? 13No one has ascended into heaven except the 
one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 
14And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 
15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
16For God so loved the world that he gave his only 
Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not 
perish but may have eternal life. 17Indeed, God did 
not send the Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but in order that the world might be saved 

through him. 18Those who believe in him are not 
condemned; but those who do not believe are 
condemned already, because they have not believed in 
the name of the only Son of God. 19And this is the 
judgment, that the light has come into the world, and 
people loved darkness rather than light because their 
deeds were evil. 20For all who do evil hate the light 
and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may 
not be exposed. 21But those who do what is true come 
to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their 
deeds have been done in God.” 

 

Secondary Text: Psalm 139:13-18 
13For it was you who formed my inward parts; you 
knit me together in my mother’s womb. 
14I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully 
made. Wonderful are your works; that I know very 
well. 
15My frame was not hidden from you, when I was 
being made in secret, intricately woven in the depths 
of the earth. 
16Your eyes beheld my unformed substance. In your 
book were written all the days that were formed for 
me, when none of them as yet existed. 
17How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God! How 
vast is the sum of them! 
18I try to count them—they are more than the sand; I 
come to the end—I am still with you. 

 

Pronunciation Guide 

Nicodemus: nih-ko-DEE-muhs 
 

  

3 
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Scripture Readings 

Dramatic Reading of the Text 

Readers: Narrator, Nicodemus, Jesus 

Narrator: Now there was a Pharisee named 
Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by 
night and said to him,  

Nicodemus: “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher 
who has come from God; for no one can do these 
signs that you do apart from the presence of God.”  

Narrator: Jesus answered him,  

Jesus: “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the 
kingdom of God without being born from above.”  

Narrator: Nicodemus said to him,  

Nicodemus: “How can anyone be born after having 
grown old? Can one enter a second time into the 
mother’s womb and be born?”  

Narrator: Jesus answered,  

Jesus: “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the 
kingdom of God without being born of water and 
Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is 
born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that I 
said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ The 
wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound 
of it, but you do not know where it comes from or 
where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of 
the Spirit.”  

Narrator: Nicodemus said to him,  

Nicodemus: “How can these things be?”  

Narrator: Jesus answered him,  

Jesus: “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do 
not understand these things? Very truly, I tell you, we 
speak of what we know and testify to what we have 
seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. If I have 
told you about earthly things and you do not believe, 
how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly 
things? No one has ascended into heaven except the 
one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 
And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that 
whoever believes in him may have eternal life. For 
God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so 
that everyone who believes in him may not perish but 
may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not send the 
Son into the world to condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might be saved through him. 
Those who believe in him are not condemned; but 
those who do not believe are condemned already, 
because they have not believed in the name of the 
only Son of God. And this is the judgment, that the 
light has come into the world, and people loved 
darkness rather than light because their deeds were 
evil. For all who do evil hate the light and do not 
come to the light, so that their deeds may not be 
exposed. But those who do what is true come to the 
light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds 
have been done in God.” 
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Theme and Liturgy 

Preaching Theme 

Main Idea: We are an intricate blend of flesh 
(shame) and spirit (healing)—our spirits can be 
strengthened when we bring our shame to light 
for forgiveness and healing. 

There is a refreshing vulnerability in Jesus’ exchange 
with Nicodemus. Nicodemus approached Jesus, not 
to accuse him, but to learn from him. He came at 
night so he might not be seen by those opposed to 
Jesus’ message. Then he asked human questions of a 
divine Lord. Of course, he would not be able to fully 
comprehend Jesus’ words (nor can we). But Jesus 
responded to the tenderness and willingness 
Nicodemus showed by speaking a complicated truth 
as innocently as possible. It was probably a little like 
trying to explain death to a child—even if we could 
understand it ourselves, it would be quite a task trying 
to explain it to an undeveloped mind. 

Despite the mysteries in Jesus’ words, there are some 
truths we can grasp onto. We can cling to the promise 
that a spiritual life is possible. Jesus spoke cryptically 
about the flesh and the spirit, but we can sense that a 
spiritual life contains more hope than a flesh-seeking 
life. The things of the flesh are those things that we 
spend tremendous energy hiding in the dark—those 
things we hope no one will ever know, those things 
we try so hard to ignore or forget. But the things of 
the spirit thrive in the light—the things we are proud 
of, the things we want Jesus to see and to say, “I’m 
proud of you, too.” 

We all have an intricate blending of both the things of 
the flesh and the things of the spirit. Ironically, the 
things of darkness hold less power over us when we 
bring them to light. Those things that cause us the 
most shame fester in the darkness, but heal in the 
light. When we muster the courage to risk sharing 
those things, the outcome is often forgiveness and 
healing, and our spirits are strengthened and nurtured. 

Scripture Summary 

A Jewish leader seeks Jesus under cover of night to 
ask him the questions which plague his mind, safe 
from the criticism of his colleagues. What he gets is 
an education in keeping things hidden. 

 

Call to Worship 

L: How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God!  

C: How vast is the sum of them! 

L: I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully 
made.  

C: Wonderful are your works; of this we are 
certain. 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

L: We confess our sins before God and one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

L: Merciful Lord, 

C: We come before you with heavy hearts. We do 
not always follow our Savior’s lead. We insist 
on our own way, putting worldly things before 
you. We doubt, we discriminate; we scatter—
preferring darkness to the brilliance of your 
truth. For all this we ask your mercy and 
forgiveness, that our hearts may be made 
clean again. Amen. 

L: As a loving shepherd gathers his sheep, so our 
Lord protects and cares for us. As patient as a 
parent for a wayward child, so is God’s mercy for 
us. Let us rejoice that we have received 
forgiveness, and that every day our Lord seeks to 
renew us in the image of our Creator, in the name 
of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.  



January 23, 2022 
Nicodemus, John 3:1-21 

Narrative Lectionary Program 2 2021-22 Worship Resources Copyright © 2021 Clergy Stuff Page 24 of 227 

Narrative Lectionary 
Program 2 2021-22 

 

Liturgy 

Prayer of the Day 

L: Light of the world,  

C: Nothing can be hidden from you. Shed light 
on all the corners of our lives, and make us 
honest to bring our whole selves to you. In 
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 

Offertory Prayer 

All that we have is yours, O God. Accept and use 
these gifts in ways we cannot begin to imagine, to 
reach those whom we will never meet, but to whom 
we are joined by your love for all humanity. For the 
sake of Jesus. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the Church 

L: We pray for the church, the world, and all those 
in need. 

A brief silence. 

L: We bring our doubts, our questions, our 
confusion before you, O Lord, knowing that 
nothing is foolish or unworthy of your time. Give 
us faith to trust your counsel and to learn from 
the messengers which you have sent throughout 
the ages. God of wisdom,  

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: We are indeed fearfully and wonderfully made, 
along with your whole creation. Open our eyes to 
the wonders of this world, and humble us to be 
taught by all of nature, that we might learn respect 
and responsibility. God of wisdom,  

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: So often the darkness suits us better than the 
light, when we hide in the shame of our 
memories, our shortcomings, our misdeeds. Bring 
us into the open where forgiveness is real and 
redemption is the cleansing our souls desire. God 
of wisdom,  

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Give us daily chances to be reborn in you. Bless 
our lives and our loved ones with your healing 
presence, especially those whom we name before 
you... God of wisdom,  

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: We are by no means the first to question, to 
wonder, to misunderstand. Generations have 
done so before us, and have found their peace in 
you. Join us with all the saints of every age, in 
your eternal communion where light shines 
perpetually. God of wisdom,  

C: Hear our prayer. 

Here other petitions may be offered. 

L: Hear our prayers, O Lord, and make of us the 
very answers we seek, light to the world and hope 
for your people. Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Invitation 

As we lift this bread and this cup, so has Jesus been 
lifted up for our sake, and for the life of the world. 
Fill us with his wisdom at this holy table, 
strengthened anew to serve your people, and the 
world that he so loves. Come and be fed! 
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Liturgy 

Litany 

L: Have you ever sneaked out under cover of 
darkness, 

C: And hoped against hope you would not be 
caught? 

L: That is the story of our friend Nicodemus, 

C: Who travels in the dark to meet Jesus. 

L: He is willing to take a chance to see Jesus. 

C: He wants to learn truth from him. 

L: And Jesus does not disappoint. 

C: But the truth he speaks is difficult to 
understand. 

L: “You must be born again.” 

C: And Nicodemus rightly asks, “I must re-enter 
my mother’s womb?” 

L: Nicodemus doesn’t get it, and Jesus knows. 

C: Jesus is a patient teacher. 

L: At one point, Jesus gives us the heart of the 
Gospel, the core of it all. 

C: For God so loved the world… 

L: God did not come to condemn the world,  

C: But to save it. 

L: All of it. 

C: All of us. 

L: That’s a lot to process. Nicodemus needed time. 

C: Just as we need time today. 

L: A man of learning, a Pharisee, a man of wisdom. 

C: He was struck silent in the presence of Jesus, 

L: In the presence of God. 

C: It is all so hard to understand. 

L: Sometimes we feel like we are in the dark. 

C: Yet God is there with us, there in the 
darkness, 

L: Patiently waiting, patiently answering our 
questions, 

C: Promising us eternity, eternity for the entire 
world. 

L: Let us be like Nicodemus. 

C: Let us reach out in the darkness for the light 
of our Lord. 

L: Let us listen. Let us learn. 

C: Let us hold onto the summary of the whole 
Gospel: 

L: God sent God’s son, Jesus, to us and for us 

C: That we—ALL of us— may have life eternal. 

All: Amen! 
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Creative Expression 

Skit 

Characters: Person 1, Person 2 

Props: Two chairs 

 

(Person 2 knocks on Person 1’s door) 

Person 1: I’m coming. Hang on a minute. (opens door) 
[Person 2]? What are you doing here? It’s the middle 
of the night. 

Person 2: I needed to talk to you and it couldn’t wait. 
I can’t sleep. I haven’t been able to sleep for a few days. 
I have a lot on my mind that I need to get clarity on. 

Person 1: (gesturing) Come in, then. 

Person 2: Thanks. (sits in one of the chairs) 

Person 1: So what can I do for you at (looks at watch) 
one-thirty in the morning? 

Person 2: Look, I know you’re a person of integrity. 
I’ve seen your climate justice work and the way you’re 
truly driven to change the world from a place of love. 

Person 1: You came here in the middle of the night 
to flatter me? What do you want, [Person 2]? 

Person 2: Okay, so I’m on the board at FossilCorp 
and I have a stake in keeping things the way they are. 
But I’m starting to suspect I really need to change. 
And I don’t know how. 

Person 1: No offense, but that sounds like a job for a 
therapist, not an activist. 

Person 2: Just…hear me out, okay? I…know some 
things. I’ve done some things. You know, in the 
service of FossilCorp. Things that aren’t great. 

Person 1: So, come clean about them. 

Person 2: Now hold on a minute. That’s not 
something I can just do lightly. I have commitments 
and responsibilities. 

Person 1: Yes, you do. The question is to whom. 
FossilCorp? Or the world? 

Person 2: It’s more complicated than that. 

Person 1: Come on. You’re a chemical engineer with 
a PhD in biochemistry. And you can’t figure out 
what’s going on here? 

Person 2: I just want to know how to deal with my 
guilt. To have the kind of light and peace I see in you. 

Person 1: I already told you. Come clean. 

Person 2: But— 

Person 1: Look, it’s quite simple. The truth is out in 
the open now. You can come into the light with the 
things you’ve done, or you can keep quiet. But as long 
as you keep things hidden, you won’t be able to change. 

Person 2: It feels like a lose-lose proposition. 

Person 1: It’s not. If you want to be rid of the shame, 
you need to get honest. Sure, there might be 
consequences. Uncomfortable ones. But you’ll find 
that you can live with yourself a lot more easily if you 
accept them. You might even be able to sleep at night. 

Person 2: I don’t know. I’m scared. But I know 
you’re right. I want to change… 

Person 1: I can’t decide for you. But I’ll tell you this. I 
don’t hate you. Quite the contrary. I don’t do what I 
do to make you feel awful or punish you. I do what I 
do because I love this world and everyone in it. You 
included. 

Person 2: That…that’s cool. It makes me want to be 
better. I’ll still need to think about all this, though. 

Person 1: You do that. But if you want to come by 
again for another chat, that’d be fine by me. 
But…maybe not in the middle of the night? 

Person 2: Yeah, okay. Thanks, [Person 1]. This was a 
big help. Good night. (stands and exits)  
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Kids’ Storytime 

Main Message 

Jesus is our light. 

 

Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• Flashlight 
 

Setting the Scene/Background 

If you have a worship space that can get dark when 
you turn off the lights, start this Kids’ Storytime with 
the lights off. Tell them about how Nicodemus came 
to Jesus at night. Why did he do that? He didn’t want 
anyone to know he was spending time with Jesus 
because it might get him in trouble.  

 

Telling the Story 

Tell the story using the KidStuff bulletin. 

 

Activity 

Bring out the flashlight and turn it on. Talk about 
how God’s light streamed into the world, but people 
turned to darkness instead. What does darkness make 
you think of? Fear? Creepiness? Darkness can be 
scary. Turning to the darkness means the people 
weren’t interested in pleasing God. The Bible says 

that those who want to follow Jesus welcome the 
light. How does the light feel? Happy? Safe? 
Welcoming the light means we follow what Jesus 
teaches us because he is our light. 

 

Reflection Questions 

• Do I sometimes hide things so I don’t get in 
trouble? 

• How can I follow Jesus? 

 

Stuff to Consider 

If you do decide to turn off the lights and have the 
children’s sermon begin in the dark, be aware this 
might be scary for small children. Maybe have parents 
stay near littlest ones for this Kids’ Storytime. 

If you have kids with visual impairments, use warm 
and cold imagery in place of light and dark. Bring ice 
cubes as examples of the darkness. Bring a heating 
pad or hand warmers as examples of the light. Put 
each in the kids’ hands during the activity so they can 
feel the difference between the cold and the warm. 

 

Next Week’s Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• An adult volunteer 
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Scripture Readings 

Text: John 4:1-42 
Now when Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard, 
“Jesus is making and baptizing more disciples than 

John” 2—although it was not Jesus himself but his 
disciples who baptized— 3he left Judea and started back to 
Galilee. 

4But he had to go through Samaria. 5So he came to a 
Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that 
Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6Jacob’s well was there, 
and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. 
It was about noon. 7A Samaritan woman came to draw 
water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8(His 
disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) 9The Samaritan 
woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink 
of me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews do not share things in 
common with Samaritans.) 10Jesus answered her, “If you 
knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, 
‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he 
would have given you living water.” 11The woman said to 
him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where 
do you get that living water? 12Are you greater than our 
ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with his sons 
and his flocks drank from it?” 13Jesus said to her, 
“Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 
14but those who drink of the water that I will give them 
will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become 
in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.” 15The 
woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I may 
never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw 
water.” 16Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and 
come back.” 17The woman answered him, “I have no 
husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I 
have no husband’; 18for you have had five husbands, and 
the one you have now is not your husband. What you have 
said is true!” 19The woman said to him, “Sir, I see that you 
are a prophet. 20Our ancestors worshiped on this 
mountain, but you say that the place where people must 
worship is in Jerusalem.” 21Jesus said to her, “Woman, 
believe me, the hour is coming when you will worship the 
Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22You 
worship what you do not know; we worship what we  

know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23But the hour is 
coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will 
worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks 
such as these to worship him. 24God is spirit, and those 
who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” 25The 
woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who 
is called Christ). “When he comes, he will proclaim all 
things to us.” 26Jesus said to her, “I am he, the one who is 
speaking to you.” 

27Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that 
he was speaking with a woman, but no one said, “What do 
you want?” or, “Why are you speaking with her?” 28Then 
the woman left her water jar and went back to the city. She 
said to the people, 29“Come and see a man who told me 
everything I have ever done! He cannot be the Messiah, 
can he?” 30They left the city and were on their way to him. 
31Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat 
something.” 32But he said to them, “I have food to eat that 
you do not know about.” 33So the disciples said to one 
another, “Surely no one has brought him something to 
eat?” 34Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of 
him who sent me and to complete his work. 35Do you not 
say, ‘Four months more, then comes the harvest’? But I 
tell you, look around you, and see how the fields are ripe 
for harvesting. 36The reaper is already receiving wages and 
is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper 
may rejoice together. 37For here the saying holds true, ‘One 
sows and another reaps.’ 38I sent you to reap that for 
which you did not labor. Others have labored, and you 
have entered into their labor.” 39Many Samaritans from 
that city believed in him because of the woman’s 
testimony, “He told me everything I have ever done.” 40So 
when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay 
with them; and he stayed there two days. 41And many more 
believed because of his word. 42They said to the woman, 
“It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, 
for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is 
truly the Savior of the world.” 

 

Pronunciation Guide 
Sychar: SY-kar 

4 
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Scripture Readings 

Secondary Text: Psalm 42:1-3 
1As a deer longs for flowing streams, so my soul longs 
for you, O God. 
2My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. When 
shall I come and behold the face of God? 
3My tears have been my food day and night, while 
people say to me continually, “Where is your God?” 

 

Dramatic Reading of the Text 

Readers: Narrator, Pharisees, Jesus, Woman, 
Disciples, Believers 

Narrator: Now when Jesus learned that the Pharisees 
had heard, “Jesus is making and baptizing more 
disciples than John” —although it was not Jesus 
himself but his disciples who baptized— he left Judea 
and started back to Galilee. But he had to go through 
Samaria. So he came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, 
near the plot of ground that Jacob had given to his 
son Joseph. Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired 
out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was 
about noon. A Samaritan woman came to draw water, 
and Jesus said to her,  

Jesus: “Give me a drink.”  

Narrator: (His disciples had gone to the city to buy 
food.) The Samaritan woman said to him,  

Woman: “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of 
me, a woman of Samaria?”  

Narrator: (Jews do not share things in common with 
Samaritans.) Jesus answered her,  

Jesus: “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is 
that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would 

have asked him, and he would have given you living 
water.”  

Narrator: The woman said to him,  

Woman: “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is 
deep. Where do you get that living water? Are you 
greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, 
and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?”  

Narrator: Jesus said to her,  

Jesus: “Everyone who drinks of this water will be 
thirsty again, but those who drink of the water that I 
will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I 
will give will become in them a spring of water 
gushing up to eternal life.”  

Narrator: The woman said to him,  

Woman: “Sir, give me this water, so that I may never 
be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw 
water.”  

Narrator: Jesus said to her,  

Jesus: “Go, call your husband, and come back.”  

Narrator: The woman answered him,  

Woman: “I have no husband.”  

Narrator: Jesus said to her,  

Jesus: “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; 
for you have had five husbands, and the one you have 
now is not your husband. What you have said is true!”  

Narrator: The woman said to him,  

Woman: “Sir, I see that you are a prophet. Our 
ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you say 
that the place where people must worship is in 
Jerusalem.”  

(continued on next page) 
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Scripture Readings 

Dramatic Reading, continued 

Narrator: Jesus said to her,  

Jesus: “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when 
you will worship the Father neither on this mountain 
nor in Jerusalem. You worship what you do not 
know; we worship what we know, for salvation is 
from the Jews. But the hour is coming, and is now 
here, when the true worshipers will worship the 
Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as 
these to worship him. God is spirit, and those who 
worship him must worship in spirit and truth.”  

Narrator: The woman said to him,  

Woman: “I know that Messiah is coming”  

Narrator: (who is called Christ).  

Woman: “When he comes, he will proclaim all things 
to us.”  

Narrator: Jesus said to her,  

Jesus: “I am he, the one who is speaking to you.” 

Narrator: Just then his disciples came. They were 
astonished that he was speaking with a woman, but 
no one said, “What do you want?” or, “Why are you 
speaking with her?” Then the woman left her water 
jar and went back to the city. She said to the people,  

Woman: “Come and see a man who told me 
everything I have ever done! He cannot be the 
Messiah, can he?”  

Narrator: They left the city and were on their way to 
him. Meanwhile the disciples were urging him,  

Disciples: “Rabbi, eat something.”  

Narrator: But he said to them,  

Jesus: “I have food to eat that you do not know 
about.”  

Narrator: So the disciples said to one another,  

Disciples: “Surely no one has brought him 
something to eat?”  

Narrator: Jesus said to them,  

Jesus: “My food is to do the will of him who sent me 
and to complete his work. Do you not say, ‘Four 
months more, then comes the harvest’? But I tell you, 
look around you, and see how the fields are ripe for 
harvesting. The reaper is already receiving wages and 
is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and 
reaper may rejoice together. For here the saying holds 
true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ I sent you to reap 
that for which you did not labor. Others have 
labored, and you have entered into their labor.”  

Narrator: Many Samaritans from that city believed in 
him because of the woman’s testimony,  

Woman: “He told me everything I have ever done.”  

Narrator: So when the Samaritans came to him, they 
asked him to stay with them; and he stayed there two 
days. And many more believed because of his word. 
They said to the woman,  

Believers: “It is no longer because of what you 
said that we believe, for we have heard for 
ourselves, and we know that this is truly the 
Savior of the world.” 
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Theme and Liturgy 

Preaching Theme 

Main Idea: Jesus’ invitation to drink the water of 
eternal life is for all people. 

This entire exchange between Jesus and the Samaritan 
woman should never have happened. Jews did not 
mingle with Samaritans. Men did not have private 
conversations with women. And yet, here it is—the 
beginning of the breaking down of barriers that Jesus 
fought for and continues to fight for today. Jesus did 
not see Samaritan or female—Jesus saw a child of 
God every bit as deserving of his time and attention 
as any other. 

Like last week’s encounter with Nicodemus, Jesus 
once again spoke cryptically about the things of the 
flesh and the things of the spirit. This time he 
explained the spirit as water with the power to bring 
eternal life—water that will make its drinkers never 
thirst again.  

The woman asked Jesus for this water that refreshes 
the spirit and Jesus gave it to her. By asking about her 
husband, he gave her a choice. She could either 
answer truthfully, that she had not one husband but 
several—a shameful thing—or answer deceptively, 
thereby keeping her secret and her shame hidden in 
darkness. She chose to open the door to reveal her 
shame, and Jesus swung it wide open with his 
prophetic sight, “You have had five husbands, and 
the one you have now it not your husband.” Would 
she shut down with the sudden revelation of her 
shame, or would she accept the vulnerability and 
claim Jesus’ forgiveness as her own? She chose to 
remain open and in the end, Jesus’ identity as 
Messiah, Christ, was revealed to her before any other. 
Because of her openness and willingness to live in the 
light, many others were exposed to Jesus that day and 
many chose to believe. 

Scripture Summary 

One thirsty Jewish rabbi on a long journey. One 
Samaritan woman by a water source. A perfect 
moment for the God of new life to dissolve age-old 
divisions. 

Call to Worship 

L: As a deer longs for flowing streams,  

C: So do our souls long for you, O God. 

L: The hour is coming, and is now here. 

C: It is the time to worship God in spirit and 
truth. 

Confession and Forgiveness 

L: We confess our sins before God and one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

L: Merciful Lord, 

C: We come before you with heavy hearts. We do 
not always follow our Savior’s lead. We insist 
on our own way, putting worldly things before 
you. We doubt, we discriminate; we scatter—
preferring darkness to the brilliance of your 
truth. For all this we ask your mercy and 
forgiveness, that our hearts may be made 
clean again. Amen. 

L: As a loving shepherd gathers his sheep, so our 
Lord protects and cares for us. As patient as a 
parent for a wayward child, so is God’s mercy for 
us. Let us rejoice that we have received 
forgiveness, and that every day our Lord seeks to 
renew us in the image of our Creator, in the name 
of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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Liturgy 

Prayer of the Day 

L: Lord of all nations,  

C: You are the life-giving water we seek. Give us 
this water always, that we may no longer 
thirst after that which does not satisfy. We ask 
this in the name of the One who revives us 
daily, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Offertory Prayer 

Lord, you desire worship in spirit and truth, and the 
honest offerings of open hearts. Accept these gifts we 
bring before you, that they may further your will in 
the world, and break down the barriers which we 
have imposed on one another. In Jesus’ name we 
pray. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the Church 

L: We pray for the church, the world, and all those 
in need. 

A brief silence. 

L: Our souls thirst for you, O Lord. Satisfy our 
longing with true refreshment rather than fleeting 
pleasures. Teach us how to offer this life-giving 
water to others. Renewing God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Our souls thirst for you, O Lord. Droughts parch 
one part of the earth, while melting oceans and 
flood waters drown another. Show us the folly of 
our greed and shortsightedness, and make us part 
of the solution to heal our struggling planet. 
Renewing God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Our souls thirst for you, O Lord. Show us the 
places where we have been blind to your vision, 
and give us the wisdom and courage to dismantle 
what divides us from others. Renewing God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Our souls thirst for you, O Lord, and your life-
giving water is exactly what a suffering world 
needs. Pour it out upon us and all those who 
desire an extra measure of your grace, especially... 
Renewing God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Our souls thirst for you, O Lord. You have 
revived your tired servants of all generations and 
sustained them with your bountiful love. Keep us 
steadfast until that day when we join our brothers 
and sisters by the crystal river in your eternal city. 
Renewing God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

Here other petitions may be offered. 

L: We are satisfied just being in your presence, O 
Lord. Accept our prayers and use us to relieve 
others of their searing burdens, for the sake of 
your son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Invitation 

Come, eat the bread of life! Come, drink the cup of 
salvation and thirst no more! Jesus comes to quench 
every longing and fill every heart with the fullness of 
his grace. Who could resist such a meal? Wait no 
longer, for all is ready. 
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Liturgy 

Litany 

L: Another one of Jesus’ surprising conversations. 

C: Another sacred encounter. 

L: He revealed himself as the Messiah to the most 
unlikely person. 

C: A woman, and a Samaritan woman at that. 

L: This seems to be a habit with Jesus, 

C: Reaching out to the “other”, connecting with 
the marginalized and the shunned. 

L: A simple drink of water leads to revelation. 

C: A changed life, a new disciple. 

L: Jesus knew that Jews did not talk with Samaritans. 

C: He knew that men did not have private 
conversations with women. He even knew 
this woman’s shameful history. 

L: Jesus knew all that, but he didn’t care. 

C: He never minded flying in the face of 
convention. 

L: Jesus asked for water from Jacob’s Well, and then 
offered the water of eternal life. 

C: His words were mysterious, yet compelling. 

L: What kind of water quenches thirst forever? 

C: Who is it that can make such a promise? 

L: The Samaritan woman didn’t understand, yet she 
believed. 

C: He told her that he knew about all the men in 
her life. 

L: She could have hung her head in shame. She 
could have run away. 

C: But she spoke up, and spoke out. 

L: And because of her, many Samaritans also came 
to faith. 

C: And even today, Jesus uses us, the most 
unlikely people, 

L: To spread his word of hope and love. 

C: We may not have had five husbands, but we 
all fall short. 

L: Yet God’s word, God’s promise, is stronger than 
our weakness. 

C: Let us come to the wells in our lives, and 
meet Jesus there. 

L: Let us have a life-saving, life-giving conversation 
with our Lord. 

C: Let us joyfully drink the water of eternal life. 

All: Amen! 
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Creative Expression 

Skit 

Characters: Kid 1, Kid 2 (high school age) 

Props: Water bottle 

 

Kid 1: ‘Scuse me, can I have some of your water? 

Kid 2: Um…are you talking to me? 

Kid 1: Yeah. I just got done with practice and I forgot 
my water bottle. Do you mind sharing? 

Kid 2: But you’re part of the popular crowd. 

Kid 1: (shrugs) So? Does that mean you can’t share 
your water? 

Kid 2: Would you share your water with me if the 
roles were reversed?  

Kid 1: Of course I would. Why wouldn’t I? 

Kid 2: Because I’m a nerd. Your crowd hates me. 

Kid 1: Well, that’s about to change. 

Kid 2: How so? 

Kid 1: The truth is, you’re not so different from them. 
A lot of them like the same things you do. They just 
won’t admit it because they’re afraid.  

Kid 2: What are you, some kind of guidance counselor? 
Just because they’re all sad and dysfunctional because 
they’re denying who they really are doesn’t make it 
okay when they treat me like you-know-what. 

Kid 1: Exactly. Which is why things need to change. 

Kid 2: And you’re going to change them. 

Kid 1: Yep. 

Kid 2: How? 

Kid 1: Do you know who I am? 

Kid 2: Not really. Some popular jock dude. It’s a big 
school. Do you know who I am? 

Kid 1: You’re [Kid 2’s first and last name.] 

Kid 2: Wait. What? How do you…I’m a nobody.  

Kid 1: You had that essay on universal anime 
archetypes and the validity of anime as an art form. 

Kid 2: I…I…how did you even see… 

Kid 1: Ms. Lakshmi had it on her class bulletin board 
for a while. I read it. It was good. 

Kid 2: Okay, so you know who I am. Who are you? 

Kid 1: I’m [Kid 1’s first and last name.] 

Kid 2: Wait…The one who just got that big award 
for…like everything? Grades and athletics and 
community service and stuff? 

Kid 1: Yep. 

Kid 2: Whoa. Like, literally everyone loves you. From 
the captain of the basketball team to the last alternate 
on the chess team. People listen when you talk. I 
gotta admit…even I was happy to hear you won that 
award from everything I’d read about you. 

Kid 1: Aww, thanks. Anyway, I’m going to make it my 
mission this year to break down the barriers between 
social groups at the school, so everyone can benefit 
equally from all it has to offer. 

Kid 2: Are you sure that’s a good idea? Those groups 
are pretty entrenched around here. You’re gonna get 
murdered. Socially speaking. 

Kid 1: Don’t worry. I know what I’m doing. 

Kid 2: Wow. You know, this school’s been waiting 
for you for a long, long time. I’ve gotta go tell my 
friends I actually met you! 

Kid 1: So…um… 

Kid 2: Oh, yeah. Here. (hands over the water bottle) You 
can return it at lunch. I have fourth lunch in cafeteria 
C. Later! (runs off) 

Kid 1: Bye, [Kid 2]. (exits in opposite direction)  
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Kids’ Storytime 

Main Message 

Jesus invites and welcomes all people. 

 

Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• An adult volunteer 
 

Setting the Scene/Background 

When all the kids get to the front, ask for one adult 
volunteer (it’s important that it is an adult). Ask that 
volunteer to go stand at the back of the sanctuary. 
You’ll call them forward in a bit. When the volunteer 
leaves, gather the other kids in a huddle and tell them, 
“We are going to make a huddle, and when the 
volunteer comes back, don’t let them in the huddle, 
no matter what!” Then, call the volunteer forward. 
Inform them they have to try to get in the huddle. 

Have the kids huddle together with their arms around 
each other; the volunteer will try to get in, but not be 
able to. After a minute of this, ask the volunteer to go 
to the back again.  

Discuss how it must have felt to be kept out like that 
and not allowed to be in the group. Tell them how, in 
the story, Jesus meets someone that is part of a group 
that his own people don’t like. 

 

Telling the Story 

Tell the story using the KidStuff bulletin. 

 

Activity 

Talk about how Jesus welcomed the woman and 
welcomes everyone no matter what. Resume the 
group huddle and tell the kids that this time when the 
volunteer comes forward, welcome them into the 
huddle warmly—smile and be very welcoming. Call 
the volunteer forward and ask them to try to get in 
the huddle again. This time they will be able to join 
right in and be welcomed on the spot. 

How was the second experience different for 
everyone? How might we welcome people who are 
different from us? 

 

Reflection Questions 

• Have I ever felt unwelcome somewhere? 
• How does it feel to know that God welcomes 

me unconditionally? 

 

Next Week’s Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• Tissue 
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Scripture Readings 

Text: John 4:46-54 [5:1-18] 
46Then he came again to Cana in Galilee where he had 
changed the water into wine. Now there was a royal 
official whose son lay ill in Capernaum. 47When he heard 
that Jesus had come from Judea to Galilee, he went and 
begged him to come down and heal his son, for he was at 
the point of death. 48Then Jesus said to him, “Unless you 
see signs and wonders you will not believe.” 49The official 
said to him, “Sir, come down before my little boy 
dies.” 50Jesus said to him, “Go; your son will live.” The 
man believed the word that Jesus spoke to him and started 
on his way. 51As he was going down, his slaves met him 
and told him that his child was alive. 52So he asked them 
the hour when he began to recover, and they said to him, 
“Yesterday at one in the afternoon the fever left 
him.” 53The father realized that this was the hour when 
Jesus had said to him, “Your son will live.” So he himself 
believed, along with his whole household. 54Now this was 
the second sign that Jesus did after coming from Judea to 
Galilee. 

[After this there was a festival of the Jews, and Jesus 
went up to Jerusalem. 2Now in Jerusalem by the Sheep 

Gate there is a pool, called in Hebrew Beth-zatha, which 
has five porticoes. 3In these lay many invalids—blind, 
lame, and paralyzed. 5One man was there who had been ill 
for thirty-eight years. 6When Jesus saw him lying there and 
knew that he had been there a long time, he said to him, 
“Do you want to be made well?” 7The sick man answered 
him, “Sir, I have no one to put me into the pool when the 
water is stirred up; and while I am making my way, 
someone else steps down ahead of me.” 8Jesus said to him, 
“Stand up, take your mat and walk.” 9At once the man was 
made well, and he took up his mat and began to walk. 
Now that day was a sabbath. 10So the Jews said to the man 
who had been cured, “It is the sabbath; it is not lawful for 
you to carry your mat.” 11But he answered them, “The 
man who made me well said to me, ‘Take up your mat and 
walk.’” 12They asked him, “Who is the man who said to 
you, ‘Take it up and walk’?” 13Now the man who had been 
healed did not know who it was, for Jesus had disappeared 

in the crowd that was there. 14Later Jesus found him in the 
temple and said to him, “See, you have been made well! 
Do not sin any more, so that nothing worse happens to 
you.” 15The man went away and told the Jews that it was 
Jesus who had made him well. 16Therefore the Jews started 
persecuting Jesus, because he was doing such things on the 
sabbath. 

17But Jesus answered them, “My Father is still working, 
and I also am working.” 18For this reason the Jews were 
seeking all the more to kill him, because he was not only 
breaking the sabbath, but was also calling God his own 
Father, thereby making himself equal to God.] 

 

Pronunciation Guide 
Cana: KAY-nah 
Capernaum: ka-PER-num 
Judea: joo-DAY-ah 
Beth-zatha: beth-ZAY-da 

 

Secondary Text: Psalm 40:1-5 
1 I waited patiently for the Lord; 
   he inclined to me and heard my cry. 
2 He drew me up from the desolate pit, 
   out of the miry bog, 
and set my feet upon a rock, 
   making my steps secure. 
3 He put a new song in my mouth, 
   a song of praise to our God. 
Many will see and fear, 
   and put their trust in the Lord. 

4 Happy are those who make 
   the Lord their trust, 
who do not turn to the proud, 
   to those who go astray after false gods. 
5 You have multiplied, O Lord my God, 
   your wondrous deeds and your thoughts towards us; 
   none can compare with you. 
Were I to proclaim and tell of them, 
   they would be more than can be counted.  

5 
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Scripture Readings 

Dramatic Reading of the Text 
Readers: Narrator, Jesus, Official, Servant, [Man, Jews] 

Narrator: Then he came again to Cana in Galilee where he 
had changed the water into wine. Now there was a royal 
official whose son lay ill in Capernaum. When he heard 
that Jesus had come from Judea to Galilee, he went and 
begged him to come down and heal his son, for he was at 
the point of death. Then Jesus said to him,  

Jesus: “Unless you see signs and wonders you will not 
believe.”  

Narrator: The official said to him,  

Official: “Sir, come down before my little boy dies.”  

Narrator: Jesus said to him,  

Jesus: “Go; your son will live.”  

Narrator: The man believed the word that Jesus spoke to 
him and started on his way. As he was going down, his 
slaves met him and told him that his child was alive. So he 
asked them the hour when he began to recover, and they 
said to him,  

Servant: “Yesterday at one in the afternoon the fever left 
him.”  

Narrator: The father realized that this was the hour when 
Jesus had said to him, “Your son will live.” So he himself 
believed, along with his whole household. Now this was 
the second sign that Jesus did after coming from Judea to 
Galilee. 

[Narrator: After this there was a festival of the Jews, and 
Jesus went up to Jerusalem. Now in Jerusalem by the 
Sheep Gate there is a pool, called in Hebrew Beth-zatha, 
which has five porticoes. In these lay many invalids—
blind, lame, and paralyzed. One man was there who had 
been ill for thirty-eight years. When Jesus saw him lying 
there and knew that he had been there a long time, he said 
to him,  

Jesus: “Do you want to be made well?”  

Narrator: The sick man answered him,  

Man: “Sir, I have no one to put me into the pool when the 
water is stirred up; and while I am making my way, 
someone else steps down ahead of me.”  

Narrator: Jesus said to him,  

Jesus: “Stand up, take your mat and walk.”  

Narrator: At once the man was made well, and he took up 
his mat and began to walk. Now that day was a sabbath. So 
the Jews said to the man who had been cured, 

Jews: “It is the sabbath; it is not lawful for you to carry 
your mat.”  

Narrator: But he answered them,  

Man: “The man who made me well said to me, ‘Take up 
your mat and walk.’”  

Narrator: They asked him,  

Jews: “Who is the man who said to you, ‘Take it up and 
walk’?”  

Narrator: Now the man who had been healed did not 
know who it was, for Jesus had disappeared in the crowd 
that was there. Later Jesus found him in the temple and 
said to him,  

Jesus: “See, you have been made well! Do not sin any 
more, so that nothing worse happens to you.”  

Narrator: The man went away and told the Jews that it 
was Jesus who had made him well. Therefore the Jews 
started persecuting Jesus, because he was doing such 
things on the sabbath. But Jesus answered them,  

Jesus: “My Father is still working, and I also am working.”  

Narrator: For this reason the Jews were seeking all the 
more to kill him, because he was not only breaking the 
sabbath, but was also calling God his own Father, thereby 
making himself equal to God.]  
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Theme and Liturgy 

Preaching Theme 

Main Idea: Jesus restored more than people’s 
bodies; he restored all aspects of wellness. 

Healing stories are becoming increasingly challenging 
to preach. Those in the deaf community, for example, 
do not view themselves as deficient, therefore they 
don’t need healing. Stories of Jesus healing the deaf, 
then, will not sit well with hearers in the deaf 
community. Consider other healing stories of Jesus 
healing people with disabilities. If people with 
disabilities are not ill, they may not need healing. Add 
the notion that, in Jesus’ day, common understanding 
suggested illnesses and disabilities were caused by sin 
(theirs or their parents’), and you have a challenge 
ahead preaching on these. 

Consider, then, what it might mean that Jesus healed 
people. Perhaps the healing was more than simply the 
fixing of physical problems. The sick and disabled 
were marginalized people. They were considered 
unclean and couldn’t work, and were therefore unable 
to participate fully in the life of the community. When 
Jesus healed them, he gave them the ability to 
participate more fully in the community, restoring 
their social and emotional health. He gave them the 
ability to work for more financial security. He gave 
kids the opportunity to learn, restoring 
intellectual/educational health. Consider the impact 
their healing may have made on the culture, the arts, 
and environment. 

In today’s story, Jesus also used the healing 
experiences as opportunities for people to express 
their faith. Resist the temptation to make the healings 
into quid pro quo experiences. (Jesus didn’t withhold 
healings until people could prove their faith!) But 

often these experiences did help people grow in faith 
and communities come together through their faith. 

By focusing on the bigger picture of what healing 
afforded those that Jesus healed, you might have a 
more powerful word to preach than to imply those 
with disabilities are “less-than,” or that people had to 
believe to be healed. You can put the focus back on 
Jesus, and how his healing stories enhanced more 
than just physical wellness.  

As followers of Jesus, we have been called to do what 
Jesus did. Many of our social systems and norms have 
changed, so people with disabilities are no longer as 
marginalized as they once were. We have already 
begun the process of effecting change so that people 
are being restored to all areas of wellness despite their 
physical conditions. 

 

Scripture Summary 

Jesus healed many people—not just their bodies, but 
in all areas of wellness. 

 

Call to Worship 

L: Rejoice, for God is here! 

C: We are called into the house of the healer. 

L: We are welcome in God’s house.  

C: All are welcome. 

L: Rejoice, for God is here! 

C: In God we are made well. 
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Liturgy 

Confession and Forgiveness 

L: We confess our sins before God and one another. 
Pause for silence and reflection. 
L: Merciful Lord, 
C: We come before you with heavy hearts. We do 

not always follow our Savior’s lead. We insist 
on our own way, putting worldly things before 
you. We doubt, we discriminate; we scatter—
preferring darkness to the brilliance of your 
truth. For all this we ask your mercy and 
forgiveness, that our hearts may be made 
clean again. Amen. 

L: As a loving shepherd gathers his sheep, so our 
Lord protects and cares for us. As patient as a 
parent for a wayward child, so is God’s mercy for 
us. Let us rejoice that we have received 
forgiveness, and that every day our Lord seeks to 
renew us in the image of our Creator, in the name 
of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

L: God of restoration,  

C: You have the power to heal and to renew. 
Mend all that is broken in us and in our 
world, and bring us to wholeness, for the sake 
of your son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Offertory Prayer 

We bring these gifts before you, healing Lord, with 
gratitude for the abundant blessings you have 
bestowed upon your people. Use these gifts to bring 
healing to the world and uplift all to wellness, justice, 
and equity. Amen. 

Prayers of the Church 

L: Confident in your abundant grace, we pray for the 
church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

L: God of all that is whole and well, so many came 
to your son, Jesus for healing. Many responded 
with grace and gratitude. Others with fear or 
apathy. Help us to turn our faces toward you with 
humility and thankfulness for all you have done 
and continue to do. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Often creation itself groans under the burden of 
brokenness, some caused by humanity, some by 
natural disasters. Give us hands to mend the 
wounds of this planet, and eyes to see where our 
actions hurt or where they heal. Lord, in your 
mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Grant our world’s leaders wisdom to lead with 
justice, courage, humility, gratitude, and mercy, 
ever lifting up the needs to those who cannot 
speak or act for themselves. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Like the mindful healing of your son, Jesus, pour 
healing upon all who are in need today, all who 
suffer from illness, grief, poverty, addiction, 
despair, isolation, abuse, neglect, or any other 
form of suffering. Especially today, we uplift… 
Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

(continued on next page) 
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Liturgy 

Prayers of the Church (continued) 

L: Let every voice be heard from every station, 
position, hierarchy, caste, or class. Level the 
playing field so that no one suffers at the hands of 
another. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

L: With all your saints we receive with thankfulness 
the fullness of your mercy and grace. Lord, in 
your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Grateful for your everlasting faithfulness, we lift 
our hearts and our prayers to you, merciful God, 
in the name of your son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Invitation 

All are invited to God’s table. All are welcome to 
participate in the fullness of God’s abundant, healing, 
reconciling meal. Come to the feast. All is ready! 

 

Litany 

L: We celebrate Jesus, who heals. 

C: Jesus, who heals bodies. 

L: Jesus, who heals spirits. 

C: Jesus, who heals relationships. 

L: Jesus, who heals minds. 

C: We celebrate Jesus, who heals. 

L: Jesus, who heals financial woes. 

C: Jesus, who heals the planet. 

L: Jesus, who heals governments. 

C: Jesus, who heals wars. 

L: We celebrate Jesus, who heals. 

C: Jesus, who heals self-doubt. 

L: Jesus, who heals contempt. 

C: Jesus, who heals despair. 

L: We celebrate. 

C: We heal. 

All: Amen. 

 

 

Creative Expression 

Healing Stories 

Invite a member or two to share a personal story of 
healing, not just physical healing, but emotional and 
spiritual healing. Or the healing of a relationship. 
Keep the focus on the way God heals the whole 
person. You could also invite a person in your 
congregation with a disability to share how God has 
shown up in their lives, bringing wholeness and 
healing, affirming that disabilities are not defects to be 
healed, but different ways of being in the world. 
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Kids’ Storytime 

Main Message 

Jesus cares for us when we’re sick. 

 

Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• Tissues 
 

Setting the Scene/Background 

Jesus’ healings were the second sign of seven that 
Jesus performed in the Gospel of John. After each 
sign, there was a dialog, and then Jesus explained his 
sign. 

The question that arose with Jesus’ healings was 
about his authority to do so. Jesus explained that his 
authority came from “the Father,” which was itself a 
blasphemous (offensive against God) statement. Jesus 
was putting himself on the same plane with God, 
which was an unthinkable sin. 

Children can understand Jesus was a healer. They 
have all been sick at one time or another. They will be 
able to relate to Jesus being one who comforts and 
heals.  

 

Telling the Story 

Tell the story using the KidStuff bulletin. 

 

Activity 

Hand each kid a tissue. 

Ask: Have you ever needed a tissue? What for? Have 
you ever been sick? 

We all get sick sometimes. 

Ask: Who helps you when you get sick? What does 
that person/s do? 

Sometimes when we’re sick, if we get a runny nose or 
an upset tummy, we have people who comfort us, 
who sit with us and hold us when we don’t feel well. 
Eventually the sickness goes away and we get well 
again. 

Jesus promises that when we’re sick, he will always be 
with us to comfort us and to give us strength to be 
strong or hold us even when we feel weak or sick. 

 

Reflection Questions 

• How do people care for me when I’m sick? 
• How can I care for others when they are sick? 

 

Stuff to Consider 

Be prepared to respond if a kid mentions a loved one 
who died to illness: Yes, sometimes the sickness 
doesn’t go away. Jesus is still with us during those 
times to help us be strong or hold us when we feel 
weak or sad. 

 

Next Week’s Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• Fresh baked bread 
• Gluten-free alternative (for allergies) 
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Scripture Readings 

Text: John 6:35-59 
35Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever 
comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever 
believes in me will never be thirsty. 36But I said to you 
that you have seen me and yet do not believe. 
37Everything that the Father gives me will come to 
me, and anyone who comes to me I will never drive 
away; 38for I have come down from heaven, not to do 
my own will, but the will of him who sent me. 39And 
this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose 
nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it up on 
the last day. 40This is indeed the will of my Father, 
that all who see the Son and believe in him may have 
eternal life; and I will raise them up on the last 
day.” 41Then the Jews began to complain about him 
because he said, “I am the bread that came down 
from heaven.” 42They were saying, “Is not this Jesus, 
the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we 
know? How can he now say, ‘I have come down from 
heaven’?” 43Jesus answered them, “Do not complain 
among yourselves. 44No one can come to me unless 
drawn by the Father who sent me; and I will raise that 
person up on the last day. 45It is written in the 
prophets, ‘And they shall all be taught by God.’ 
Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father 
comes to me. 46Not that anyone has seen the Father 
except the one who is from God; he has seen the 
Father. 47Very truly, I tell you, whoever believes has 
eternal life. 48I am the bread of life. 49Your ancestors 
ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died. 50This 
is the bread that comes down from heaven, so that 
one may eat of it and not die. 51I am the living bread 
that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of this 
bread will live forever; and the bread that I will give 
for the life of the world is my flesh.” 52The Jews then 
disputed among themselves, saying, “How can this 
man give us his flesh to eat?” 53So Jesus said to them, 
“Very truly, I tell you, unless you eat the flesh of the 

Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in 
you. 54Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood 
have eternal life, and I will raise them up on the last 
day; 55for my flesh is true food and my blood is true 
drink. 56Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood 
abide in me, and I in them. 57Just as the living Father 
sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever 
eats me will live because of me. 58This is the bread 
that came down from heaven, not like that which 
your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who 
eats this bread will live forever.” 59He said these 
things while he was teaching in the synagogue at 
Capernaum. 

 

Secondary Text: Psalm 34:1-10 
1 I will bless the Lord at all times; 
   his praise shall continually be in my mouth. 
2 My soul makes its boast in the Lord; 
   let the humble hear and be glad. 
3 O magnify the Lord with me, 
   and let us exalt his name together. 
4 I sought the Lord, and he answered me, 
   and delivered me from all my fears. 
5 Look to him, and be radiant; 
   so your faces shall never be ashamed. 
6 This poor soul cried, and was heard by the Lord, 
   and was saved from every trouble. 
7 The angel of the Lord encamps 
   around those who fear him, and delivers them. 
8 O taste and see that the Lord is good; 
   happy are those who take refuge in him. 
9 O fear the Lord, you his holy ones, 
   for those who fear him have no want. 
10 The young lions suffer want and hunger, 
   but those who seek the Lord lack no good thing. 
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Scripture Readings 

Dramatic Reading of the Text 

Readers: Narrator, Jesus, Jews 

Narrator: Jesus said to them,  

Jesus: “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me 
will never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will 
never be thirsty. But I said to you that you have seen 
me and yet do not believe. Everything that the Father 
gives me will come to me, and anyone who comes to 
me I will never drive away; for I have come down 
from heaven, not to do my own will, but the will of 
him who sent me. And this is the will of him who 
sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has 
given me, but raise it up on the last day. This is indeed 
the will of my Father, that all who see the Son and 
believe in him may have eternal life; and I will raise 
them up on the last day.”  

Narrator: Then the Jews began to complain about 
him because he said, “I am the bread that came down 
from heaven.” They were saying,  

Jews: “Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose 
father and mother we know? How can he now say, ‘I 
have come down from heaven’?”  

Narrator: Jesus answered them,  

Jesus: “Do not complain among yourselves. No one 
can come to me unless drawn by the Father who sent 
me; and I will raise that person up on the last day. It is 
written in the prophets, ‘And they shall all be taught 
by God.’ Everyone who has heard and learned from 

the Father comes to me. Not that anyone has seen the 
Father except the one who is from God; he has seen 
the Father. Very truly, I tell you, whoever believes has 
eternal life. I am the bread of life. Your ancestors ate 
the manna in the wilderness, and they died. This is the 
bread that comes down from heaven, so that one may 
eat of it and not die. I am the living bread that came 
down from heaven. Whoever eats of this bread will 
live forever; and the bread that I will give for the life 
of the world is my flesh.”  

Narrator: The Jews then disputed among themselves, 
saying,  

Jews: “How can this man give us his flesh to eat?”  

Narrator: So Jesus said to them,  

Jesus: “Very truly, I tell you, unless you eat the flesh 
of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no 
life in you. Those who eat my flesh and drink my 
blood have eternal life, and I will raise them up on the 
last day; for my flesh is true food and my blood is true 
drink. Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood 
abide in me, and I in them. Just as the living Father 
sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever 
eats me will live because of me. This is the bread that 
came down from heaven, not like that which your 
ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats this 
bread will live forever.”  

Narrator: He said these things while he was teaching 
in the synagogue at Capernaum. 
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Theme and Liturgy 

Preaching Theme 

Main Idea: Jesus’ words, though hard for some to 
hear, were filled with love: Jesus is the bread of 
life! 

Despite Jesus’ repeated attempts to explain himself, 
many simply failed to understand. They were so hung 
up on the literal meaning of Jesus’ claim to be “bread 
from heaven,” that they missed the point completely. 
Further complicating Jesus’ message was the 
messenger. Wasn’t Jesus the same little boy they knew 
years ago? 

I have a good friend who is a pastor in a local 
congregation. She came to professional ministry late 
in life, and so had many years to develop friendships 
as a lay person. Once ordained, she was surprised 
when she encountered those friends again, and they 
were shocked and tickled that she had become a 
pastor. They knew her when she was just a child, a 
teen, a young adult, and she was, let’s say, a little wild. 
Now in middle age, she had left that lifestyle behind 
to follow a more purposeful calling. But those old 
friends could never really see her in the role of pastor 
because they “knew her when.” 

The funny thing is that people change. But it’s hard, 
sometimes, for others to acknowledge and accept the 
change. For some reason we want to believe that 
people don’t change much. Maybe it’s because it’s 
scary when someone we have counted on to be a 
particular way is suddenly no longer reliable in that 
way. It throws us off our game. So we pretend they 
are the same, resisting acknowledging that they are a 
new person with new interests, values, and behaviors. 
Maybe we just don’t like the change because it shines 
a spotlight on the things about ourselves that we 
know we ought to change but don’t.  

If Jesus can become someone his old friends and 
family hardly recognize, then we can, too. We can 
change the things about ourselves that will haunt us 
when our old friends remind us of who we used to 
be. We can become the person God has created us to 
be. But only when we work at it: when we accept the 
changes within ourselves, when we accept the 
changes inside others, and when we can stand up and 
be genuinely, authentically ourselves, even when 
others refuse to see or accept it. 

Maybe Jesus’ message is not as complicated as they 
made it. God sent Jesus to be bread—nourishment—
for people’s hungry and weary spirits. People can truly 
grasp the depth of God’s gift when they fully 
consume everything that Jesus brings. And Jesus—the 
bread—must give everything of himself for God’s 
people—his spirit, his mind, and even his flesh and 
blood. Jesus had to be all in—and so he was. We have 
to consume Jesus fully—and so we strive. 

You can be new and improved. Give everything of 
yourself for God and God’s people. Find your 
passion and purpose, and give yourself fully to it. Be 
all in. 

 

Scripture Summary 

Jesus proclaimed that he is “the bread of life.” 
Although people had trouble understanding the 
words coming from the boy they once knew, Jesus’ 
invitation is clear. He is the bread of life and we are 
invited to partake.  
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Liturgy 

Call to Worship 

L: Come, worship the bread of life! 

C: Sing songs of worship.  

L: Pray prayers of sorrow and joy. 

C: Commune at Jesus’ table. 

L: Gather with God’s people. 

C: Come and worship! 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

L: We confess our sins before God and one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

L: Merciful Lord, 

C: We come before you with heavy hearts. We do 
not always follow our Savior’s lead. We insist 
on our own way, putting worldly things before 
you. We doubt, we discriminate; we scatter—
preferring darkness to the brilliance of your 
truth. For all this we ask your mercy and 
forgiveness, that our hearts may be made 
clean again. Amen. 

L: As a loving shepherd gathers his sheep, so our 
Lord protects and cares for us. As patient as a 

parent for a wayward child, so is God’s mercy for 
us. Let us rejoice that we have received 
forgiveness, and that every day our Lord seeks to 
renew us in the image of our Creator, in the name 
of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

L: God of sustenance,  

C: You sent your son, Jesus, to be living bread 
for the world. Give us your living bread, that 
we may consume, and then share your 
everlasting life with others, for the sake of 
Jesus Christ, our savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

Offertory Prayer 

Receive these gifts, holy Lord, which we offer with 
gratitude and generosity. Nourish others with these 
gifts, as we ourselves are nourished by your blessings. 
Amen. 

  



February 13, 2022 
Bread of Life, John 6:35-59 

Narrative Lectionary Program 2 2021-22 Worship Resources Copyright © 2021 Clergy Stuff Page 52 of 227 

Narrative Lectionary 
Program 2 2021-22 

 

Liturgy 

Prayers of the Church 

L: Confident in your abundant grace, we pray for the 
church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

L: Bread of life, you offer sustenance that satisfies 
body, mind, and spirit. Help us to receive your 
living bread with humility and grace. Lord, in your 
mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: You infuse life into all creation with bread, water, 
and air. Show us how to provide nourishment to 
your created things so that our hands mend, not 
destroy, all that you have made. Lord, in your 
mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Adorn your leaders with mercy, truth, justice, and 
willingness to follow your lead, so that all whom 
they lead may be fed and filled by their governing. 
Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Feed hurting and broken souls and bodies with 
your healing bread, especially… Mend all who are 
in need of your loving touch. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Let us never forget all who are suffering from 
hunger, poverty, homelessness, isolation, neglect, 
abuse, exile, or torment. Show us how we may 
bring aid to all who suffer. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

L: With all your saints we gratefully receive the 
abundant blessings you have poured upon us. 
Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Grateful for your everlasting faithfulness, we lift 
our hearts and our prayers to you, merciful God, 
in the name of your son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Invitation 

We gather at the feast of the Lord and we celebrate: 
Jesus is the bread of life! Come to the feast. All are 
welcome! 
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Liturgy 

Litany 

L: For all who hunger for basic nutrients that their 
starving bodies urgently crave, 

C: Lord, rain your bread from heaven. 

L: For all who hunger for companionship when they 
face long, lonely days alone, 

C: Lord, rain your bread from heaven. 

L: For all who hunger for relief from addiction, 
desperate for you to lift the obsession of the 
mind, 

C: Lord, rain your bread from heaven. 

L: For all who hunger for freedom from abuse or 
oppression, and the terror that prevents escape 
from seeming possible, 

C: Lord, rain your bread from heaven. 

L: For all who hunger for relief from illness, when 
bodies fail and hope fades, 

C: Lord, rain your bread from heaven. 

L: For all who hunger for a sympathetic ear to hear 
of their suffering when their voices seem stifled 
and unable to speak, 

C: Lord, rain your bread from heaven. 

L: For all who hunger for relief when their grief is 
accompanied by long, dark, lonely nights, 

C: Lord, rain your bread from heaven. 

L: For all who hunger for a quiet mind and soul, 
when mental illness overwhelms all thought and 
behavior, 

C: Lord, rain your bread from heaven. 

L: For all who hunger for an end to suffering with 
the consumption of your living bread and the 
eternal life you promised, 

C: Lord, rain your bread from heaven. 

All: Amen. 
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Creative Expression 

Skit 

Characters: Person 1, Person 2 (younger adult), 
Person 3 (older adult), Person 4 (older adult) 

Props: None 

 

Person 1: Oh, wow. [Person 2]. It’s great to meet you! 

Person 2: Thanks. But don’t go all fan-girl on me. I 
put on my pants one leg at a time like everyone else. 

Person 1: Of course. Well, I’m just glad you agreed to 
come speak at our symposium. I know this is just a 
small-town community college, and you’re used to 
speaking at big universities and national events. 

Person 2: I couldn’t pass this up. I grew up here, and 
this town still holds a warm place in my heart. 

Person 3: (entering with Person 4) Well if it isn’t [Person 
2]! You’re the whole reason I came to this silly event. 

Person 2: Hi!. It’s been a long time. (hugs each in turn) 

Person 4: Look at you! All grown up and on the 
national speaker circuit. 

Person 1: Um… 

Person 2: Oh, sorry. This is [Person 3] and [Person 
4]. Former teachers and also members of the church I 
grew up in. 

Person 1: Ah. Nice to meet you. 

Person 3: (to Person 2) So, we need to talk about your 
upcoming presentation. I’ve read through the outline, 
and I’ve looked at some of the papers you’ve 
published, and I have some issues with your theses. 

Person 4: Yes. You make some claims that are quite 
difficult to understand. And if we were to accept 
them, it would mean a complete re-imagining of 
current paradigms. 

Person 2: Well, that’s the whole point, isn’t it. The 
current paradigms don’t work. They’ve failed to 
deliver the kind of justice and equity that would— 

Person 3: Stop right there. I honestly can’t take you 
seriously right now. 

Person 2: I’m sorry? 

Person 3: All I can see is you back in high school in 
your goth phase. (to Person 4) Remember that? 

Person 4: (laughing) How much black can a person 
wear? (to Person 2) You acted like such a little rebel. 
But you were such a rule-follower. 

Person 3: And now you’re out there preaching civil 
disobedience and all the rest of it. It’s precious. 

Person 1: Wait a minute. [Person 2]’s work has been 
transformational in the public arena. You’re 
discounting it because they were a kid once? 

Person 4: A leopard doesn’t change it’s stripes.  

Person 3: Speaking of stripes, remember that phase 
when [Person 2] decided they were Tigger the Tiger 
for, like, a year? 

Person 4: (laughing) What were you, like, seven? 

Person 2: (scowling) Four. I was four. 

Person 3: Anyway, we’re going to go find our seats 
for your talk. I can’t wait to completely deconstruct it 
later over coffee. 

Person 4: See you later. (still laughing) Tigger the tiger. 

(Person 3 and Person 4 exit) 

Person 1: Wow. Sorry about that.  

Person 2: Don’t worry about it. I’m not really 
surprised. I still love this town, but I’m starting to 
remember why I moved away. (chuckles) Anyway, on 
with the symposium. I’ve got some really world-
changing things to get out there. 
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Kids’ Storytime 

Main Message 

Jesus nourishes our hearts. 

 

Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• Fresh baked bread 
• Gluten-free alternative (for allergies) 
 

Setting the Scene/Background 

Jesus’ “I am” statements in the Gospel of John were 
intended to recall the name of God, as it was revealed 
to Moses before the Exodus. This helped hearers to 
view Jesus’ divinity in the imagery he called upon to 
describe himself. 

Jesus’ association with God (“I am”) and heaven 
(“bread that came down from heaven”) were 
blasphemous (offensive against God). Blasphemy was 
a serious crime, punishable by death. His words 
although intended to bring life, instead brought 
punishment of death. 

Children can understand that Jesus is the bread of life, 
especially in light of our communion imagery. You 
can lift up the nourishing nature of bread on our 
bodies, and the nourishing nature of Jesus, the living 
bread, on our souls. 

 

Telling the Story 

Tell the story using the KidStuff bulletin. 

 

Activity 

Give each kid a piece of bread. (Make sure you offer a 
gluten-free alternative to be sensitive to allergies.) 

Ask: What can bread do for your body? 

Bread can give us nourishment; calories that can be 
stored and turned into energy when our muscles need 
it. 

Jesus said, “I am the bread of life.” 

Ask: What do you think Jesus meant? What are some 
ways Jesus nourishes us? 

Jesus’ words and actions nourish our souls; they give 
us strength to be followers, to say and do good things 
in Jesus’ name; Jesus’ death and resurrection give us 
new life. 

 

Reflection Questions 

• How does eating food give me energy and 
strength? 

• How does following Jesus give me energy and 
strength? 

 

Next Week’s Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• Clear pitcher of water 
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Planning Worksheet 

Preaching Themes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Setting 

 

 

 

Hymns 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Choral Music/Special Music 

 

 

 

Kids’ Storytime Ideas 

 

 

 

 

 

Skit or Creative Ideas 

 

 

 

 

 

Props for Kids’ Storytime or Skit 

 

 

 

Special Events (Baptism, New Members) 

 

 

 

 

 

Guest Speakers/Announcements 
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Scripture Readings 

Text: John 7:37-52 
37On the last day of the festival, the great day, while 
Jesus was standing there, he cried out, “Let anyone 
who is thirsty come to me, 38and let the one who 
believes in me drink. As the scripture has said, ‘Out of 
the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living 
water.’” 39Now he said this about the Spirit, which 
believers in him were to receive; for as yet there was 
no Spirit, because Jesus was not yet glorified. 40When 
they heard these words, some in the crowd said, “This 
is really the prophet.” 41Others said, “This is the 
Messiah.” But some asked, “Surely the Messiah does 
not come from Galilee, does he? 42Has not the 
scripture said that the Messiah is descended from 
David and comes from Bethlehem, the village where 
David lived?” 43So there was a division in the crowd 
because of him. 44Some of them wanted to arrest him, 
but no one laid hands on him. 
45Then the temple police went back to the chief 
priests and Pharisees, who asked them, “Why did you 
not arrest him?” 46The police answered, “Never has 
anyone spoken like this!” 47Then the Pharisees replied, 
“Surely you have not been deceived too, have 
you? 48Has any one of the authorities or of the 
Pharisees believed in him? 49But this crowd, which 
does not know the law—they are accursed.” 
50Nicodemus, who had gone to Jesus before, and who 
was one of them, asked, 51“Our law does not judge 
people without first giving them a hearing to find out 
what they are doing, does it?” 52They replied, “Surely 
you are not also from Galilee, are you? Search and 
you will see that no prophet is to arise from Galilee.” 

Secondary Text: Psalm 147:1-11 
1 Praise the Lord! 
How good it is to sing praises to our God; 
   for he is gracious, and a song of praise is fitting. 
2 The Lord builds up Jerusalem; 
   he gathers the outcasts of Israel. 
3 He heals the broken-hearted, 
   and binds up their wounds. 
4 He determines the number of the stars; 
   he gives to all of them their names. 
5 Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; 
   his understanding is beyond measure. 
6 The Lord lifts up the downtrodden; 
   he casts the wicked to the ground. 
7 Sing to the Lord with thanksgiving; 
   make melody to our God on the lyre. 
8 He covers the heavens with clouds, 
   prepares rain for the earth, 
   makes grass grow on the hills. 
9 He gives to the animals their food, 
   and to the young ravens when they cry. 
10 His delight is not in the strength of the horse, 
   nor his pleasure in the speed of a runner; 
11 but the Lord takes pleasure in those who fear him, 
   in those who hope in his steadfast love. 
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Scripture Readings 

 

Dramatic Reading of the Text 

Readers: Narrator, Jesus, Crowd, Other, Some, 
Pharisee, Police, Nicodemus 

Narrator: On the last day of the festival, the great 
day, while Jesus was standing there, he cried out,  

Jesus: “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me, and let 
the one who believes in me drink. As the scripture 
has said, ‘Out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers 
of living water.’”  

Narrator: Now he said this about the Spirit, which 
believers in him were to receive; for as yet there was 
no Spirit, because Jesus was not yet glorified. When 
they heard these words, some in the crowd said,  

Crowd: “This is really the prophet.”  

Narrator: Others said,  

Others: “This is the Messiah.”  

Narrator: But some asked,  

Some: “Surely the Messiah does not come from 
Galilee, does he? Has not the scripture said that the 
Messiah is descended from David and comes from 
Bethlehem, the village where David lived?”  

Narrator: So there was a division in the crowd 
because of him. Some of them wanted to arrest him, 

but no one laid hands on him. Then the temple police 
went back to the chief priests and Pharisees, who 
asked them,  

Pharisee: “Why did you not arrest him?”  

Narrator: The police answered,  

Police: “Never has anyone spoken like this!”  

Narrator: Then the Pharisees replied,  

Pharisee: “Surely you have not been deceived too, 
have you? Has any one of the authorities or of the 
Pharisees believed in him? But this crowd, which does 
not know the law—they are accursed.”  

Narrator: Nicodemus, who had gone to Jesus before, 
and who was one of them, asked,  

Nicodemus: “Our law does not judge people 
without first giving them a hearing to find out what 
they are doing, does it?”  

Narrator: They replied,  

Pharisee: “Surely you are not also from Galilee, are 
you? Search and you will see that no prophet is to 
arise from Galilee.” 
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Theme and Liturgy 

Preaching Theme 

Main Idea: We can be living water…alive and 
flowing. 

In the region in which Jesus preached, there was a sea 
called The Dead Sea. It was considered dead because 
nothing could survive in those heavily salted waters. 
Nearby was the Sea of Galilee, which was thriving 
and teeming with life. The main difference between 
the two was that water flowed into and out of the Sea 
of Galilee freely, while water flowing into the Dead 
Sea pooled there, with no outflow. In other words, 
the sea that ceased to move water was dead. 

While preaching, Jesus spoke, “Let anyone who is 
thirsty come to me.” He invited people who desired 
more for their lives to follow him. Jesus then quoted 
scripture, “Out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers 
of living water.” If “living” water is water that moves, 
and if living water comes from the believer’s heart, 
then followers of Jesus rise to the occasion when they 
move and flow. To be a follower is to act. 

Many who heard Jesus didn’t like what he had to say. 
Leaders were threatened by his words, and also by his 
actions. Jesus was not one to remain stagnant. Jesus 
was alive—active, moving, flowing, changing the 
world. 

We are invited to believe, follow, and flow with rivers 
of living water. We are invited to act, flow, and 
change the world. 

 

Scripture Summary 

Jesus said, “Out of the believer’s heart shall flow 
rivers of living water.” Jesus is that living water.  

Call to Worship 

L: Come to the water! 

C: Come to Jesus’ living water. 

L: Water that quenches thirst. 

C: Water that gives life. 

L: Come worship and receive 

C: Jesus’ gift of life!  

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

L: We confess our sins before God and one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

L: Merciful Lord, 

C: We come before you with heavy hearts. We do 
not always follow our Savior’s lead. We insist 
on our own way, putting worldly things before 
you. We doubt, we discriminate; we scatter—
preferring darkness to the brilliance of your 
truth. For all this we ask your mercy and 
forgiveness, that our hearts may be made 
clean again. Amen. 

L: As a loving shepherd gathers his sheep, so our 
Lord protects and cares for us. As patient as a 
parent for a wayward child, so is God’s mercy for 
us. Let us rejoice that we have received 
forgiveness, and that every day our Lord seeks to 
renew us in the image of our Creator, in the name 
of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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Liturgy 

Prayer of the Day 

L: God of all who thirst,  

C: You sent your son, Jesus, to bring the living 
water of eternal life to all the earth. Quench 
the thirst of all who long for your word, your 
truth, and your presence, for the sake of him 
who gave everything to save all, Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

 

Offertory Prayer 

Living water, receive these gifts that we offer to you 
as a sign of our devotion to the one who gives life. 
Multiply these gifts so that your water may flow 
abundantly throughout the world. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the Church 

L: Confident in your abundant grace, we pray for the 
church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

L: God, giver of life, your son, Jesus, risked 
everything to bring your word of life to people 
who were slow to receive him. Open our hearts 
so that we may receive your word and your truth 
with humility and grace. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Let rivers, lakes, streams, oceans, ponds, and wells 
deliver clean water to all who are in need. Help us 
to make your earth sustainable for all who depend 
on it for life. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Grant wisdom and mercy to all who lead. Grant 
trust and peace to all who follow. Grant faith to 
all who place their lives in your hands. Lord, in 
your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Pour your healing waters upon all who suffer in 
all areas of life. For those who mourn, are hungry, 
homeless, neglected, alone, abused, addicted, 
imprisoned, or ill, especially… Lord, in your 
mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Show us the brilliant colors of the diversity in this 
world. Help us appreciate our differences and 
celebrate all that makes us unique. Lord, in your 
mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

L: With all your saints we marvel at your unending 
persistence as you continue to pursue us and call 
us by name. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Grateful for your everlasting faithfulness, we lift 
our hearts and our prayers to you, merciful God, 
in the name of your son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Invitation 

All who hunger or thirst are invited to the table. Jesus 
is the living water that gives life to all. Come, the feast 
is prepared for you! 
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Liturgy 

Litany 

L: Loving God who quenches thirst with living 
water, each and every day we can see evidence all 
around us that your heart beats loud and strong in 
this world. When we wake and there is fresh air 
for our lungs and food for our bodies, we drink 
deeply, 

C: Living water, pulse of life. 

L: When a baby is born and she is given her first 
taste of mother’s milk, we drink deeply, 

C: Living water, pulse of life. 

L: When our waste is composted or recycled, and 
our carbon footprint is left more gently upon the 
earth for future generations, we drink deeply, 

C: Living water, pulse of life. 

L: When a child is spared from abuse, neglect, 
isolation, we drink deeply, 

C: Living water, pulse of life. 

L: When a voice that has been silenced is heard, we 
drink deeply, 

C: Living water, pulse of life. 

L: When a couple struggling with infertility brings 
home a child through adoption, surrogacy, or 

fertility treatments, we drink deeply, 

C: Living water, pulse of life. 

L: When a well is dug in the center of a remote 
village on the far side of the world, we drink 
deeply, 

C: Living water, pulse of life. 

L: When someone who has been unemployed brings 
home their first paycheck, we drink deeply, 

C: Living water, pulse of life. 

L: When someone is freed from addiction and 
blessed with a new life in recovery, we drink 
deeply, 

C: Living water, pulse of life. 

L: When we lay our heads on our pillows each night, 
having accomplished what we have accomplished, 
and having let go what we have not, we drink 
deeply, 

C: Living water, pulse of life. 

L: Open our eyes to see your fingerprints all over 
our beautiful, colorful lives. 

All: Amen. 

 

  



February 20, 2022 
Living Water, John 7:37-52 

Narrative Lectionary Program 2 2021-22 Worship Resources Copyright © 2021 Clergy Stuff Page 63 of 227 

Narrative Lectionary 
Program 2 2021-22 

 

Creative Expression 

Skit 

Characters: Persons 1-4 

Props: None 

 

Person 1: Is anyone else ready to just give up on this 
whole thing? 

Person 2: I am. I feel like we’re just not getting 
anywhere. 

Person 3: We’ve tried everything I can think of, and 
no one is listening. They’re just going to run that 
pipeline right through fragile habitats and keep 
pumping carbon into the atmosphere. 

Person 1: It’s enough to make me completely give up 
hope. 

Person 4: (entering) Hi there. 

Person 2: Who are you? 

Person 4: I’m [Person 4]. I’m the new intern. 

Person 3: Ah. Well, welcome to the pit of despair. 

Person 4: What? 

Person 1: We’ve given up. We just keep circling over 
and over the same ground and we’re not getting 
anywhere. 

Person 4: Yeah, I read your reports and I see what 
you mean. 

Person 2: Say more about that. 

Person 4: Well, you’re completely stagnant. You’re 
doing the same thing over and over and expecting a 
different result. 

Person 3: It’s worked for us before. 

Person 4: It’s not anymore. You need fresh inflow. 

Person 1: What’s with the water metaphors? 

Person 4: Hear me out. When you have a small body 
of water with no streams feeding it or leaving it, it 
gets all funky and eventually dries up completely. 
That’s where you are right now. 

Person 2: I feel that. 

Person 4: Well, I’m a river. I’m here to offer some 
fresh water to the cause. Stir things up. Fill things up. 
And then maybe we’ll get so pumped about new ideas 
that we’ll spill over the pond and create a river 
outflowing into the world. 

Person 3: I’m thirsty all of a sudden. 

Person 1: But I’m listening. I think change is really, 
seriously needed here. Honestly, just the thought of 
having someone new to reinvigorate us is making me 
excited. 

Person 2: And, dare I say, hopeful? 

Person 3: Dare! Dare! 

Person 4: So, let’s get to work. What’s our first order 
of business? 

Person 3: I’m going to go get a drink. 
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Kids’ Storytime 

Main Message 

God’s Holy Spirit is living water for us. 

 

Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• Clear pitcher of water 
 

Setting the Scene/Background 

Children can understand how important water is to 
us. Let them have fun talking about all the ways they 
use water in their daily lives. Help them make the leap 
from how water is important to our bodies, to how 
the Spirit is important to our spirits. This is a big 
concept, even for adults, so don’t make it too heavy. 
Have fun with it. Don’t be afraid to get wet. 

 

Telling the Story 

Tell the story using the KidStuff bulletin. 

 

Activity 

Hold up the pitcher of clear water. 

Ask: What can we do with clean water? (drink, bathe, 
clean, water plants) 

Ask: What else can water do? 

(rain, form riverbeds, shape rocks) 

Water is so important and can do so much for our 
bodies and for our planet. 

Jesus said he came to bring “living water,” by which 
he meant God’s Holy Spirit. 

Just like water is important for our bodies, God’s 
Holy Spirit is important for our spirits. 

Ask: What can God’s Holy Spirit do? (give us 
strength, guidance, peace, direction, comfort, 
learning) 

God’s Holy Spirit is living water for us. 

 

Reflection Questions 

• How does it feel to drink water when I’m thirsty? 
• How can loving Jesus make me feel that way? 

 

Next Week’s Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• Blindfolds, enough for each kid 
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Planning Worksheet 

Preaching Themes 
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Scripture Readings 

Text: John 9:1-41 

As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 
2His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this 

man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus 
answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he 
was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed 
in him. 4We must work the works of him who sent me 
while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. 
5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the 
world.” 6When he had said this, he spat on the ground 
and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on 
the man’s eyes, 7saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of 
Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed 
and came back able to see. 

8The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a 
beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit 
and beg?” 9Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were 
saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, 
“I am the man.” 10But they kept asking him, “Then how 
were your eyes opened?” 11He answered, “The man 
called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to 
me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed 
and received my sight.” 12They said to him, “Where is 
he?” He said, “I do not know.” 

13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had 
formerly been blind. 14Now it was a sabbath day when 
Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15Then the 
Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his 
sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I 
washed, and now I see.” 16Some of the Pharisees said, 
“This man is not from God, for he does not observe the 
sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a 
sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. 17So 
they said again to the blind man, “What do you say 
about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is 
a prophet.” 18The Jews did not believe that he had been 
blind and had received his sight until they called the 
parents of the man who had received his sight 19and 
asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born 
blind? How then does he now see?” 20His parents 
answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he 

was born blind; 21but we do not know how it is that 
now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask 
him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22His 
parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; 
for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who 
confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of 
the synagogue. 23Therefore his parents said, “He is of 
age; ask him.” 24So for the second time they called the 
man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give 
glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 25He 
answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One 
thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 
26They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did 
he open your eyes?” 27He answered them, “I have told 
you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want 
to hear it again? Do you also want to become his 
disciples?” 28Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his 
disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29We know that 
God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do 
not know where he comes from.” 30The man answered, 
“Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where 
he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31We know 
that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to 
one who worships him and obeys his will. 32Never since 
the world began has it been heard that anyone opened 
the eyes of a person born blind. 33If this man were not 
from God, he could do nothing.” 34They answered him, 
“You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to 
teach us?” And they drove him out. 

35Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he 
found him, he said, “Do you believe in the Son of 
Man?” 36He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so 
that I may believe in him.” 37Jesus said to him, “You 
have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” 
38He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. 

39Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so 
that those who do not see may see, and those who do 
see may become blind.” 40Some of the Pharisees near 
him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, 
are we?” 41Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you 
would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your 
sin remains.”  

9 
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Scripture Readings 

Secondary Text: Psalm 27:1-4 
1The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I 
fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom 
shall I be afraid? 
2When evildoers assail me to devour my flesh— my 
adversaries and foes— they shall stumble and fall. 
3Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall 
not fear; though war rise up against me, yet I will be 
confident. 
4One thing I asked of the Lord, that will I seek after: 
to live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, 
to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in his 
temple. 
 

Pronunciation Guide 

Siloam: sih-LO-uhm 
 

Dramatic Reading of the Text 

Readers: Narrator, Disciples, Jesus, Man, Neighbor 1, 
Neighbor 2, Neighbor 3, Pharisee 1, Pharisee 2, 
Parents 
Narrator: As he walked along, he saw a man blind 
from birth. His disciples asked him,  
Disciples: “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his 
parents, that he was born blind?”  
Narrator: Jesus answered,  
Jesus: “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he 
was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed 
in him. We must work the works of him who sent me 
while it is day; night is coming when no one can 
work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of 
the world.”  
Narrator: When he had said this, he spat on the 
ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the 
mud on the man’s eyes, saying to him,  
Jesus: “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam”  

Narrator: (which means Sent). Then he went and 
washed and came back able to see. The neighbors and 
those who had seen him before as a beggar began to 
ask,  
Neighbor 1: “Is this not the man who used to sit and 
beg?”  
Narrator: Some were saying,  
Neighbor 2: “It is he.”  
Narrator: Others were saying,  
Neighbor 3: “No, but it is someone like him.”  
Narrator: He kept saying,  
Man: “I am the man.”  
Narrator: But they kept asking him,  
Neighbor 1: “Then how were your eyes opened?”  
Narrator: He answered,  
Man: “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on 
my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ 
Then I went and washed and received my sight.”  
Narrator: They said to him,  
Neighbor 2: “Where is he?”  
Narrator: He said,  
Man: “I do not know.” 
Narrator: They brought to the Pharisees the man 
who had formerly been blind. Now it was a sabbath 
day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 
Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had 
received his sight. He said to them,  
Man: “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and 
now I see.”  
Narrator: Some of the Pharisees said,  
Pharisee 1: “This man is not from God, for he does 
not observe the sabbath.”  
Narrator: But others said,  
Pharisee: 2: “How can a man who is a sinner 
perform such signs?”  
 

(Continued on next page) 
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(Continued from previous page) 
Narrator: And they were divided. So they said again 
to the blind man,  
Pharisee 1: “What do you say about him? It was your 
eyes he opened.”  
Narrator: He said,  
Man: “He is a prophet.”  
Narrator: The Jews did not believe that he had been 
blind and had received his sight until they called the 
parents of the man who had received his sight and 
asked them,  
Pharisee 2: “Is this your son, who you say was born 
blind? How then does he now see?”  
Narrator: His parents answered,  
Parents: “We know that this is our son, and that he 
was born blind; but we do not know how it is that 
now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. 
Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.”  
Narrator: His parents said this because they were 
afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed 
that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah 
would be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his 
parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” So for the 
second time they called the man who had been blind, 
and they said to him,  
Pharisee 1: “Give glory to God! We know that this 
man is a sinner.”  
Narrator: He answered, 
Man: “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One 
thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.”  
Narrator: They said to him,  
Pharisee 2: “What did he do to you? How did he 
open your eyes?”  
Narrator: He answered them,  
Man: “I have told you already, and you would not 
listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also 
want to become his disciples?”  
Narrator: Then they reviled him, saying,  

Pharisee 1: “You are his disciple, but we are disciples 
of Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses, 
but as for this man, we do not know where he comes 
from.”  
Narrator: The man answered,  
Man: “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not 
know where he comes from, and yet he opened my 
eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, 
but he does listen to one who worships him and 
obeys his will. Never since the world began has it 
been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person 
born blind. If this man were not from God, he could 
do nothing.”  
Narrator: They answered him,  
Pharisee 2: “You were born entirely in sins, and are 
you trying to teach us?”  
Narrator: And they drove him out. Jesus heard that 
they had driven him out, and when he found him, he 
said,  
Jesus: “Do you believe in the Son of Man?”  
Narrator: He answered,  
Man: “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may 
believe in him.”  
Narrator: Jesus said to him,  
Jesus: “You have seen him, and the one speaking 
with you is he.”  
Narrator: He said,  
Man: “Lord, I believe.”  
Narrator: And he worshiped him. Jesus said,  
Jesus: “I came into this world for judgment so that 
those who do not see may see, and those who do see 
may become blind.”  
Narrator: Some of the Pharisees near him heard this 
and said to him,  
Pharisee 1: “Surely we are not blind, are we?”  
Narrator: Jesus said to them,  
Jesus: “If you were blind, you would not have sin. 
But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.” 
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Theme and Liturgy 

Preaching Theme 

Main Idea: We can be brought to sight when we 
are willing to consider that we might be wrong. 

It is no accident that this healing story is about 
blindness. The events following the man’s healing 
exposed the blindness of the Pharisees to see the 
truth of God and the truth about Jesus. The blind 
man was brought to sight; the seeing Pharisees were 
left blind. 

The whole episode caused quite a confusion among 
the Pharisees. Jesus exposed holes in their thinking 
that they could not reconcile. They believed people 
with disabilities were disabled because of sin—either 
their own or their parents’. It was unthinkable that a 
man born in sin could be healed, and that he could 
attempt to teach them anything about God. They also 
believed it was unlawful to do anything on the 
Sabbath, and that no one could heal apart from God. 
Yet here was Jesus healing—and on the Sabbath! 
None of those things seemed to be able to work 
together. The Pharisees’ blindness remained because 
they were unable or unwilling to consider that what 
they believed might be wrong. 

I have often seen bumper stickers that say, “Don’t 
believe everything you think.” How often do we 
remain blind to truth because we are unwilling or 
unable to consider that we might be wrong? Are we 
so certain we know all there is to know about Jesus? 
Are we sure we’ve got it all right? There is a gift to 
accepting that we might be wrong. There is freedom 
in letting go of what we think we know to explore and 
learn things that we don’t yet know. It is difficult to 

behold, but in acknowledging what we don’t know, 
the scales of our blindness start to fall, and we can 
begin to see the magnificence of what Jesus wants to 
show us. 

(For a fun Ted Talk on celebrating being wrong, 
check out this link: 
https://www.ted.com/talks/kathryn_schulz_on_bein
g_wrong?language=en)  

 

Scripture Summary 

This man Jesus has some nerve: claiming authority to 
heal a blind man, and on the Sabbath, no less! The 
Pharisees won’t see past their own legalistic view and 
behold the true miracle. Who, now, is the one truly 
blind? 

 

Call to Worship 

L: The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom 
shall I fear?  

C: I was blind, but now I see! 

L: Though an army encamp against me, my heart 
shall not fear. 

C: I was blind, but now I see! 

L: One thing I ask: to live in the house of the Lord 
all the days of my life. 

C: I was blind, but now I see! 

  

https://www.ted.com/talks/kathryn_schulz_on_being_wrong?language=en
https://www.ted.com/talks/kathryn_schulz_on_being_wrong?language=en


February 27, 2022 
The Man Born Blind (Transfiguration of Our Lord), John 9:1-41 

Narrative Lectionary Program 2 2021-22 Worship Resources Copyright © 2021 Clergy Stuff Page 71 of 227 

Narrative Lectionary 
Program 2 2021-22 

 

Liturgy 

Confession and Forgiveness 

L: We confess our sins before God and one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

L: Merciful Lord, 

C: We come before you with heavy hearts. We do 
not always follow our Savior’s lead. We insist 
on our own way, putting worldly things before 
you. We doubt, we discriminate; we scatter—
preferring darkness to the brilliance of your 
truth. For all this we ask your mercy and 
forgiveness, that our hearts may be made 
clean again. Amen. 

L: As a loving shepherd gathers his sheep, so our 
Lord protects and cares for us. As patient as a 
parent for a wayward child, so is God’s mercy for 
us. Let us rejoice that we have received 
forgiveness, and that every day our Lord seeks to 
renew us in the image of our Creator, in the name 
of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

L: Healing God,  

C: You exalt the humble and confound the 
righteous. Open our eyes to your truth, and 
wash away all that obscures our vision. In 
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 

Offertory Prayer 

We bring our thanks for all that you have generously 
given us, without our asking and without our merit. 
Bless now these gifts that your church offers, and use 
our plenty to supply the need of others. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the Church 

L: We pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

L: When we close our eyes to your possibilities, we 
willfully remain in a prison of our own certainty. 
Flood our darkness, O God, with the brilliance of 
your freedom and mercy. Light of the World, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: With mud and water you restored a blind man’s 
sight. Reveal to us the restorative powers of your 
created world, all that exists to make us whole and 
fill us with abundant life. Light of the World, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Forgive us for all the ways we blind ourselves to 
the truth: avoidance, willful ignorance, 
stubbornness, and delusion. Lead us away from 
harmful habits and perpetual self-absorption. 
Light of the World, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: As you stirred up the healing waters of Siloam, so 
stir your spirit in us that we might also be 
restored. Bestow your healing hand upon all who 
need it, especially... Light of the World, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Like the saints who now walk in light perpetual, 
we seek a closer communion with you. Shine 
brightly through our lives as you did through 
theirs. Light of the World, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

Here other petitions may be offered. 

L: Heal us, teach us, embrace us, and hear the 
prayers of our hearts, O Lord. For your mercy is 
great and given freely to all. In Jesus’ name we 
pray. Amen.  
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Liturgy 

Eucharistic Invitation 

Only this do we ask of the Lord: to live in God’s 
house all our days, to behold the beauty of the Lord, 
and to inquire in God’s holy temple. Gather us now, 
O God, around your light and at your table, that we 
may be fed with that which truly gives life: your body 
and blood. Come now and enjoy the riches bestowed 
upon every child of God! 

 

Litany 

L: Those Pharisees, they really knew it all. 

C: Or so they thought. 

L: They were stumped by the man born blind. 

C: They could not believe his amazing story of 
healing. 

L: Surely, he hadn’t been blind after all. 

C: Surely, the Messiah would never heal on the 
Sabbath.  

L: And besides, if he was blind, the man had brought 
it on himself. His blindness was a punishment for 
his sins. 

C: Simple as that. 

L: There were rules. Lots of rules. And the Pharisees 
had memorized them all. 

C: They worshipped rules, instead of 
worshipping God. 

L: The man had been born blind, 

C: But the Pharisees were the blind ones. 

L: Even when a miracle stood right in front of them, 

C: They refused to see the work of God. 

L: Because this didn’t square with their concept of 
God, 

C: Therefore, it hadn’t happened. 

L: Today, with our 20/20 hindsight, 

C: We see the Pharisees as arrogant fools. 

L: We don’t identify with them at all.  

C: We would never think, or act, as they did. 

L: Or would we? 

C: Do we have our own set of rules? Our own 
self-made concept of God’s ways? 

L: Do we look right past the miracles in front of us? 

C: The Pharisees may not be the only blind 
ones. 

L: It is only human to cling to the sensible, the 
understandable. 

C: But Jesus calls us to see the world as God sees 
it: 

L: A world where there is confusion and messiness, 

C: A world where the rules don’t always apply. 

L: But also, a world of miracles.  

C: A world filled with surprising blessings. 

L: Let us take off our blinders. 

C: Let us see the world, God’s world, as it really 
is. 

L: And let us give thanks for it. 

C: Praise the Lord! 
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Creative Expression 

Skit 

Characters: Persons 1-3, Boss 

Props: None 

 

Person 1: Did you hear that [Person 3] got that 
promotion? 

Person 2: Seriously? I don’t believe it. 

Person 1: It’s true. I just heard the boss’s secretary 
tell DaNae about it. 

Person 2: [Person 3] isn’t even qualified. 

Person 1: And they certainly don’t fit the profile of a 
top executive. 

Person 3: (entering) Oh, hey there. 

Person 2: So I heard you got the promotion. 

Person 3: Yes, I did. And I’m incredibly grateful. 

Person 1: But are you qualified? 

Person 3: What? Of course I’m qualified. 

Person 2: I don’t know. You don’t have an ivy league 
degree. 

Person 1: Or an extensive publishing history. 

Person 3: The boss said those things don’t matter. 
I’m completely qualified. 

Person 2: But are you— 

Person 3: I’m not having this conversation with you. 
Go talk to the boss if you have concerns. (exits) 

Person 1: We will. 

Boss: (entering) What’s going on here? 

Person 2: We heard you promoted [Person 3]. 

Boss: I did. 

Person 1: I don’t see how they’re qualified for the 
position. 

Boss: “You don’t see” is right. In fact, that’s exactly 
why I promoted them. 

Person 1: Huh? 

Boss: They bring unique and desirable qualifications 
to the position. 

Person 2: I don’t think they’re executive material. 

Boss: Because you have a narrow definition of that 
term, and you’re stuck in the old “business as usual” 
mindset that you’ve always been comfortable with. 

Person 2: Is that so wrong? 

Boss: It is if you fail to see when things need to 
change, if you fail to see what people who aren’t in 
your comfort zone can bring to the company. 

Person 1: What about [Person 3]’s lack of published 
materials? Doesn’t that look bad for the company? 

Boss: Obviously I can keep presenting you with facts 
about [Person 3]’s qualifications and what they bring 
but you’re not going to see it. And that’s too bad. I 
hope you don’t go and make things difficult for them 
going forward. Now if you’ll excuse me, I have a 
meeting to get to. (exits) 

Person 2: Difficult? We’re not difficult. We just like 
things a certain way. 

Person 1: Yeah. And if [Person 3] can’t hack it, 
maybe they’ll just up and leave. 

Person 2: We shall see. 
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Kids’ Storytime 

Main Message 

Jesus can help us to see. 

 

Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• Blindfolds, enough for each kid 
 

Setting the Scene/Background 

Invite the kids to sit on the floor, and put on 
blindfolds. Ask a few adults to help the little ones 
with their blindfolds. Ask them to tell you how many 
fingers you are holding up. Since they can’t see, they 
won’t be able to tell you. Ask them to tell you what 
color a person in the front row is wearing. Again, they 
won’t be able to tell you. 

Invite them to take off their blindfolds.  

 

Telling the Story 

Tell the story using the KidStuff bulletin. 

 

Activity 

Discuss how Jesus healed the blind man, so he could 
see. Make it clear that there was nothing “wrong” 
with the blind man, but when Jesus lived, being blind 
meant he could not have a job or take care of himself 
so he was forced to beg people for help. Jesus healing 
was bout more than his blindness. It gave him a way 
to take care of himself and have a good life. 

Process how it feels to be blind, and how it feels to be 
able to see. Are there other ways to be “blind”? To 
not notice people or the good things around us? Jesus 
is the light of the world! He helps us to see how 
beautiful this world is, like he helped the blind man to 
see. 

 

Reflection Questions 

• Have I ever not noticed something or 
someone I should have? 

• What is the most beautiful thing I’ve ever 
seen?  

 

Stuff to Consider 

It is critical to be clear that it is not “bad” or “scary” 
to be blind or have any other disability. If you have 
blind or visually impaired children in your group, do 
not tokenize them. But if you talk to them in advance, 
and they are willing, you can invite them to share how 
they “see” the world in other ways. 

 

Ash Wednesday’s Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
 

Next Sunday’s Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• Box of tissues or a handkerchief 
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Planning Worksheet 

Preaching Themes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Setting 

 

 

 

Hymns 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Choral Music/Special Music 
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Scripture Readings 

Text: John 10:1-18 
“Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not 
enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by 

another way is a thief and a bandit. 2The one who 
enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3The 
gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear 
his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads 
them out. 4When he has brought out all his own, he 
goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him 
because they know his voice. 5They will not follow a 
stranger, but they will run from him because they do 
not know the voice of strangers.” 6Jesus used this 
figure of speech with them, but they did not 
understand what he was saying to them. 7So again 
Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the 
gate for the sheep. 8All who came before me are 
thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to 
them. 9I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be 
saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. 
10The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I 
came that they may have life, and have it abundantly. 
11“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays 
down his life for the sheep. 12The hired hand, who is 
not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees 
the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs 
away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 
13The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does 
not care for the sheep. 14I am the good shepherd. I 
know my own and my own know me, 15just as the 
Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay 

down my life for the sheep. 16I have other sheep that 
do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, 
and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one 
flock, one shepherd. 17For this reason the Father 
loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take 
it up again. 18No one takes it from me, but I lay it 
down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, 
and I have power to take it up again. I have received 
this command from my Father.” 

 

Secondary Text: Psalm 23 
1The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. 
2He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me 
beside still waters; 
3he restores my soul. He leads me in right paths for 
his name’s sake. 
4Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear 
no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your 
staff— they comfort me. 
5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my 
enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup 
overflows. 
6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the 
days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the 
Lord my whole life long. 
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Scripture Readings 

Dramatic Reading of the Text 
Readers: Narrator, Jesus 

Narrator: Jesus said, 

Jesus: “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not 
enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by 
another way is a thief and a bandit. The one who 
enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The 
gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear 
his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads 
them out. When he has brought out all his own, he 
goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him 
because they know his voice. They will not follow a 
stranger, but they will run from him because they do 
not know the voice of strangers.”  

Narrator: Jesus used this figure of speech with them, 
but they did not understand what he was saying to 
them. So again Jesus said to them,  

Jesus: “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the 
sheep. All who came before me are thieves and 
bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the 

gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will 
come in and go out and find pasture. The thief comes 
only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they 
may have life, and have it abundantly. I am the good 
shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for 
the sheep. The hired hand, who is not the shepherd 
and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming 
and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf 
snatches them and scatters them. The hired hand runs 
away because a hired hand does not care for the 
sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my own and 
my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I 
know the Father. And I lay down my life for the 
sheep. I have other sheep that do not belong to this 
fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my 
voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. For 
this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down 
my life in order to take it up again. No one takes it 
from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have 
power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up 
again. I have received this command from my 
Father.” 
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Theme and Liturgy 

Preaching Theme 

Main Idea: We know Jesus’ voice when we listen. 

Is Jesus confused? “I am the gate…I am the good 
shepherd.” So—is he the gate or is he the shepherd? 
Jesus’ definitive answer is, “Yes!” The question isn’t 
really: “Who is Jesus?” The question here is: “Is Jesus 
the one?” Again, the answer is “Yes!” 

It really doesn’t matter that Jesus uses a mixed 
metaphor to describe who he is. What matters is that 
Jesus is proclaiming loudly that his voice is the one 
we are invited to follow. We, and others in his other 
flocks (Samaritans, perhaps? Muslims? Maybe). 

In a world (his and ours) where there are so many 
loud and competing voices, it can be hard to discern 
Jesus’ voice. But maybe it’s not as hard as we think. I 
heard a Kids’ Storytime once where the pastor invited 
several kids to close their eyes, one at a time. When 
each child’s eyes were closed, he pointed to 
individuals in the congregation, who then called the 
child by name. The child was asked to identify which 
voice was their own parent. Every child correctly 
identified their own parent 100% of the time. They 
didn’t need to be taught. They didn’t need to study. 
They knew their parent’s voice because they lived 
with their parents day in and day out. 

When we live with Jesus day in and day out, we don’t 
need to be taught which voice is his. We don’t need 
to study to recognize Jesus’ voice. When we reside 
with Jesus, we know. Sometimes we doubt ourselves. 
But when we give ourselves a moment to filter out all 
the shouting and screaming of the other voices we are 
inundated with, we know. Jesus’ voice is clear and 
powerful. “I am.”  

 

 

 

Scripture Summary 

In today’s lesson to his followers, Jesus likens himself 
to one who keeps sheep, a trusted and loving 
caretaker. But the image is lost on them, and his 
listeners are confused. Just like sheep. 

 

Call to Worship 

L: The Lord leads us to green pastures. 

C: God restores my soul. 

L: Though we walk in darkness, we fear nothing. 

C: God restores my soul. 

L: Surely goodness and mercy will follow us forever. 

C: God restores my soul. 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

L: We confess our sins before God and one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

L: Merciful Lord, 

C: We come before you with heavy hearts. We do 
not always follow our Savior’s lead. We insist 
on our own way, putting worldly things before 
you. We doubt, we discriminate; we scatter—
preferring darkness to the brilliance of your 
truth. For all this we ask your mercy and 
forgiveness, that our hearts may be made 
clean again. Amen. 

L: As a loving shepherd gathers his sheep, so our 
Lord protects and cares for us. As patient as a 
parent for a wayward child, so is God’s mercy for 
us. Let us rejoice that we have received 
forgiveness, and that every day our Lord seeks to 
renew us in the image of our Creator, in the name 
of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.  
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Liturgy 

Prayer of the Day 

L: Good Shepherd,  

C: Your voice is gentle, familiar, and 
trustworthy. Bid us to follow boldly wherever 
you may lead us, in the name of Jesus our 
Lord. Amen. 

 

Offertory Prayer 

The cup of your generosity is overflowing, O God of 
abundance. Accept these gifts as a sign of our trust 
and love for you, that all may be fed, led, and 
forgiven. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the Church 

L: We pray for the church, the world, and all those 
in need. 

A brief silence. 

L: We are often stubborn and willfully ignorant of 
your guidance. Steer us back to your fold and 
reassure us of your unconditional love. Good 
Shepherd, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: You love all that you have made, O Lord, and 
long for us to tend it as carefully as you would 
yourself. Endow us with your careful, gentle spirit 
and return us to the work of stewardship with 
which you first entrusted us at creation. Good 
Shepherd, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

 

 

L: Lord, nothing can separate us from you. Not 
predators, nor dangers, nor death itself. As we 
remember our own mortality this day, we do so in 
the sure promise of your ultimate resurrection. 
Good Shepherd, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: You restore our souls and anoint our heads with 
healing oil. Bring all those who long for relief into 
your secure pasture, and into the wholeness of 
your family. We lift up especially... Good 
Shepherd, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Blessed are those who dwell in your house 
forever, O God. Draw all your saints together, 
both living and resurrected, into one great fold, 
where we hear and know your voice, and where 
no threat of danger may harm us. Good 
Shepherd, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

Here other petitions may be offered. 

L: Gather our prayers as you gather your beloved 
sheep, O Lord, for we entrust them, as we do 
ourselves, to your eternal care. Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Invitation 

You prepare a table before us, O Lord, where 
enemies and friends are all the same, and the great 
Shepherd who longs to bring everyone together 
welcomes all. Let us hear our Lord’s voice and answer 
his invitation to come, be fed, tended, loved, and 
refreshed. 
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Liturgy 

Litany 

L: I am the Good Shepherd, says the Lord. 

C: I know my sheep, and mine know me. 

L: The Lord is my shepherd, says the psalmist. 

C: I shall not want. 

L: These classic images of the Lord as shepherd 
come from another time and place, and may seem 
old fashioned to us. 

C: But there are places in the world where the 
image is still vividly accurate today. 

L: There are still shepherds in 2018, and sheep, 

C: And wolves. 

L: And even where there aren’t, the image is still 
relatable. 

C: Sheep rely on their shepherd for safe passage 
in the world. 

L: Sheep alone cannot fight off the wolves. 

C: But the shepherd cares for them no matter 
what. 

L: The word “pastor” means “shepherd,” 

C: And that is what pastors are called to be. 

L: Caregivers to their flock, guiding them safely 
through the world, 

C: Feeding them with bread and wine and God’s 
Word, 

L: Just as a shepherd nourishes the sheep. 

C: We are sheep, yes. But we are also more than 
sheep. 

L: We have more developed minds, and hearts. 

C: We can take a more active part in our own 
story. 

L: We shouldn’t let the shepherd do all the work. 

C: As much as we are able, we should be 
shepherds for one another, 

L: Relying on each other for safe passage in an 
unsafe world, 

C: Feeding each other with love and 
compassion. 

L: That is the wonder of being human. 

C: We have the chance to be co-creators with 
God, 

L: Working with God to make the world a better 
place, 

C: Yet always knowing whose we are. 

L: We are the Lord’s, and God would lay down 
God’s life for us. 

C: In fact, Jesus did. 

L: Let us go forth into the world, both shepherd and 
sheep. 

C: All of us, in the care and keeping of the one 
who loves us most. Our Lord. 
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Creative Expression 

Skit 

Characters: Kid, Mom (or other parent/guardian), 
Adults 1-4 (or more) 

Props: None 

 

Kid: (looking around frantically) Mom? Mom! Where are 
you? 

Adult 1: What’s the matter? Are you lost? 

Kid: (fearful) I’m not supposed to talk to strangers. 

Adult 1: Look, kid, I’m just trying to help. 

Kid: Maybe. I just turned around for a second and my 
mom was gone! I can’t find her anywhere! 

Adult 1: Okay. Don’t panic. Let’s go over to the 
customer service counter and they can make an 
announcement over the PA for your mom to come 
and get you. 

Kid: Where’s that? 

Adult 1: (point) See that big sign hanging up? It’s 
there. Do you want me to take you? 

Kid: No, thank you. You’re still a stranger. (bolts 
toward the other side of the front) 

Adult 2: How can I help you? 

Kid: I lost my mom. Can you call her? 

Adult 2: Sure. What’s your mom’s name? 

Kid: Mom. 

Adult 2: Okay then. Well, what’s your name? 

Kid: [Kid] 

Adult 2: (into microphone) Will the mother of [Kid] 
please come to the service counter? The mother of 
[Kid], please come to the service counter. (to Kid) 
Wait over there please. 

(Kid steps to one side and peers around, worried) 

Adults 1, 3, and 4: (variously and out of sync, creating a 
cacophony of sound) Did you hear? They’re looking for 
[Kid]. (say Kid’s name over and over woven throughout) 

Mom: [Kid]? [Kid], where are you? 

Kid: (finally hearing and recognizing his mom’s voice) Mom! 
(runs over to her and hugs her) 

(Other voices stop) 

Mom: There you are! You scared me, disappearing 
like that! 

Kid: I scared me, too. But I heard you calling. 

Mom: In this noise? This place is a zoo! 

Kid: I always know when it’s you, Mom. 

Mom: Well, thank goodness. Come on, let’s go home. 
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Kids’ Storytime 

Main Message 

Jesus takes care of us like a shepherd. 

 

Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
 

Setting the Scene/Background 

Kids know the people in their lives they can trust and 
rely on. Help them make the connection between that 
idea and the fact that Jesus is the one we can all rely 
on to take care of us above all others. 

Talk about how a shepherd cares for her sheep, and 
how the sheep know her voice and trust her 
completely. And how much more a shepherd cares 
for her sheep than someone else does. In today’s 
story, Jesus compares himself to a shepherd and all 
people to his beloved sheep. 

 

Telling the Story 

Tell the story using the KidStuff bulletin. 

 

Activity 

Ask the kids who are some of the people they know 
will take care of them. Be open to all kinds of 
answers. Perhaps relate a personal story of someone 
in your life who is not a parent who you knew had 
your back no matter what.  

How do the people we trust in our lives take care of 
us? How do we know for sure we can trust them? 
Have a conversation about the extremes to which 
Jesus said he would go to care for us—even to die for 
us, which he ultimately did. Can we trust someone 
who loves us that much? You bet! 

 

Reflection Questions 

• How do I know that Jesus cares for me? 
• Are there people in my life that I can’t trust? 

Who? Why? 

 

Stuff to Consider 

Many kids live in insecure homes where they can’t 
trust their caregivers to have their back. Be aware of 
how this message might trigger some kids, and focus 
on the idea that human beings often fail us, but Jesus 
never will. 

 

Next Week’s Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• Box of tissues or a handkerchief 
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Scripture Readings 

Text: John 11:1-44 

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, 
the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 

2Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with 
perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother 
Lazarus was ill. 3So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, 
“Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4But when Jesus 
heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death; 
rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God 
may be glorified through it.” 5Accordingly, though 
Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6after 
having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days 
longer in the place where he was. 7Then after this he 
said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8The 
disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now 
trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” 
9Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of 
daylight? Those who walk during the day do not 
stumble, because they see the light of this world. 10But 
those who walk at night stumble, because the light is 
not in them.” 11After saying this, he told them, “Our 
friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there 
to awaken him.” 12The disciples said to him, “Lord, if 
he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” 13Jesus, 
however, had been speaking about his death, but they 
thought that he was referring merely to sleep. 14Then 
Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 15For your 
sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may 
believe. But let us go to him.” 16Thomas, who was 
called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us 
also go, that we may die with him.” 
17When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had 
already been in the tomb four days. 18Now Bethany 
was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19and many 
of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console 
them about their brother. 20When Martha heard that 
Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary 
stayed at home. 21Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you 
had been here, my brother would not have died. 22But 
even now I know that God will give you whatever 
you ask of him.” 23Jesus said to her, “Your brother 
will rise again.” 24Martha said to him, “I know that he 

will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 
25Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. 
Those who believe in me, even though they die, will 
live, 26and everyone who lives and believes in me will 
never die. Do you believe this?” 27She said to him, 
“Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the 
Son of God, the one coming into the world.” 28When 
she had said this, she went back and called her sister 
Mary, and told her privately, “The Teacher is here and 
is calling for you.” 29And when she heard it, she got 
up quickly and went to him. 30Now Jesus had not yet 
come to the village, but was still at the place where 
Martha had met him. 31The Jews who were with her in 
the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and 
go out. They followed her because they thought that 
she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32When 
Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at 
his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, 
my brother would not have died.” 
33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who 
came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed 
in spirit and deeply moved. 34He said, “Where have 
you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and 
see.” 35Jesus began to weep. 36So the Jews said, “See 
how he loved him!” 37But some of them said, “Could 
not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have 
kept this man from dying?” 38Then Jesus, again greatly 
disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a 
stone was lying against it. 39Jesus said, “Take away the 
stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to 
him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has 
been dead four days.” 40Jesus said to her, “Did I not 
tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory 
of God?” 41So they took away the stone. And Jesus 
looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for 
having heard me. 42I knew that you always hear me, 
but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing 
here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” 
43When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, 
“Lazarus, come out!” 44The dead man came out, his 
hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his 
face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind 
him, and let him go.”  
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Scripture Readings 

Secondary Text: Psalm 104:27-30 
27These all look to you to give them their food in due 
season; 
28when you give to them, they gather it up; when you 
open your hand, they are filled with good things. 
29When you hide your face, they are dismayed; when 
you take away their breath, they die and return to 
their dust. 
30When you send forth your spirit, they are created; 
and you renew the face of the ground. 

 

Dramatic Reading of the Text 

Readers: Narrator, Martha, Jesus, Disciples, Thomas, 
Mary, Jew 1, Jew 2 

Narrator: Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of 
Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 
Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with 
perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother 
Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent a message to Jesus,  

Martha: “Lord, he whom you love is ill.”  

Narrator: But when Jesus heard it, he said,  

Jesus: “This illness does not lead to death; rather it is 
for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be 
glorified through it.”  

Narrator: Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha 
and her sister and Lazarus, after having heard that 
Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place 
where he was. Then after this he said to the disciples,  

Jesus: “Let us go to Judea again.”  

Narrator: The disciples said to him,  

Disciples: “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to 
stone you, and are you going there again?”  

Narrator: Jesus answered,  

Jesus: “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those 
who walk during the day do not stumble, because 
they see the light of this world. But those who walk at 
night stumble, because the light is not in them.”  

Narrator: After saying this, he told them,  

Jesus: “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am 
going there to awaken him.”  

Narrator: The disciples said to him,  

Disciples: “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all 
right.”  

Narrator: Jesus, however, had been speaking about 
his death, but they thought that he was referring 
merely to sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly,  

Jesus: “Lazarus is dead. For your sake I am glad I 
was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go 
to him.”  

Narrator: Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to 
his fellow disciples,  

Thomas: “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 

Narrator: When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus 
had already been in the tomb four days. Now Bethany 
was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many 
of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console 
them about their brother. When Martha heard that 
Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary 
stayed at home. Martha said to Jesus,  

Martha: “Lord, if you had been here, my brother 
would not have died. But even now I know that God 
will give you whatever you ask of him.”  

Narrator: Jesus said to her,  

Jesus: “Your brother will rise again.”  

Narrator: Martha said to him,  

 
(Continued on next page)  
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(Continued from previous page) 
 
Martha: “I know that he will rise again in the 
resurrection on the last day.”  

Narrator: Jesus said to her,  

Jesus: “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who 
believe in me, even though they die, will live, and 
everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. 
Do you believe this?”  

Narrator: She said to him,  

Martha: “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the 
Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the 
world.”  

Narrator: When she had said this, she went back and 
called her sister Mary, and told her privately,  

Martha: “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.”  

Narrator: And when she heard it, she got up quickly 
and went to him. Now Jesus had not yet come to the 
village, but was still at the place where Martha had 
met him. The Jews who were with her in the house, 
consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. 
They followed her because they thought that she was 
going to the tomb to weep there. When Mary came 
where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and 
said to him,  

Mary: “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would 
not have died.” 

Narrator: When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews 
who came with her also weeping, he was greatly 
disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He said,  

Jesus: “Where have you laid him?”  

Narrator: They said to him,  

Mary: “Lord, come and see.”  

Narrator: Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said,  

Jew 1: “See how he loved him!”  

Narrator: So they took away the stone. And Jesus 
looked upward and said,  

Jesus: “Father, I thank you for having heard me. I 
knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for 
the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may 
believe that you sent me.”  

Narrator: When he had said this, he cried with a loud 
voice,  

Jesus: “Lazarus, come out!”  

Narrator: The dead man came out, his hands and 
feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped 
in a cloth. Jesus said to them,  

Jesus: “Unbind him, and let him go.” 
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Theme and Liturgy 

Preaching Theme 

Main Idea: The raising of Lazarus was a pivotal 
moment in Jesus’ ministry as he moved toward 
the cross. For now, we wait. 

Unlike the Jesus portrayed in Matthew, Mark, and 
Luke, who consistently asked people not to make a 
big deal of his healings and miracles, John’s Jesus 
went out of his way to make a show of this story. 
When he learned about Lazarus’ death, he stayed two 
more days, so when he arrived in Bethany, Lazarus 
had been dead four days. The Jews believed a dead 
person’s spirit hung around the dead body for three 
days. When Jesus arrived, there would be no question 
Lazarus was dead. Truly and unmistakably dead.  

When he went to Martha and Mary, who were clearly 
already believers, both scolded Jesus for not being 
present—they knew that he could have and would 
have saved Lazarus from death if he had been there. 
What more did Jesus have to prove to them? 

Jesus also made quite a show of the raising itself. He 
prayed to God aloud, even though he knew God was 
already listening. He did it for the sake of the 
bystanders who would become witnesses of the 
incredible event.  

And this was an incredible event. Resurrections like 
this one were not unheard of, but they certainly 
weren’t commonplace. At just four days out, there 
would have been quite a few mourners to witness the 
event. Clearly, Jesus wanted people to know just how 
powerful God was. 

Undoubtedly, word would spread about the raising of 
Lazarus. Religious leaders immediately set out to kill 
Lazarus so that the event could not be verified. But 
by this time, news of Jesus was uncontainable. This 
would be one of the pivotal events that caused 
religious leaders to begin contemplating killing Jesus 
himself. The line was drawn in the sand. The rest of 
Jesus’ time would be spent outmaneuvering the 
religious leaders and preparing the disciples to 
continue his work after his departure. There would 
only be one event that could top the event of Lazarus’ 
resurrection. And for that we wait.  

 

Scripture Summary 

One of Jesus’ closest friends is dying, but he lets two 
days pass before taking any action. Is he too busy, or 
too famous to bother? Or is something greater at work? 

 

Call to Worship 

L: We look to you to give us our food in due season; 

C: When you open your hand, we are filled with 
good things. 

L: When you hide your face, we are dismayed. 

C: When you send forth your spirit, you renew 
the face of the ground. 

 

  



March 6, 2022 
Jesus Raises Lazarus (First Sunday in Lent), John 11:1-44 

Narrative Lectionary Program 2 2021-22 Worship Resources Copyright © 2021 Clergy Stuff Page 90 of 227 

Narrative Lectionary 
Program 2 2021-22 

 

Liturgy 

Confession and Forgiveness 

L: We confess our sins before God and one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

L: Merciful God, 

C: We walk through these forty days in somber 
realization that we have not been your faithful 
servants. We have helped ourselves before 
helping others. We have denied our belonging 
to you out of fear, embarrassment, or timidity. 
And we have abandoned those who need us 
the most: the tormented, the unfortunate, and 
the powerless. Forgive us, Lord, for all that 
we have done and not done, and grant us your 
promised peace. Amen. 

L: God has never abandoned us, even when we felt 
most alone. Be assured of your pardon through 
the mercy of Jesus Christ, who goes before you 
and bids you follow after. Receive God’s 
forgiveness with thanksgiving. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

L: Giver of life,  

C: You are the resurrection and the life. Awaken 
us with the breath of your spirit, and call us 
forth in faith as your disciples. In Jesus’ name 
we pray. Amen. 

 

Offertory Prayer 

When you open your hand, O Lord, we are filled with 
good things. May these gifts here offered be signs of 
our overflowing gratitude and the love which 
embraces all your children. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the Church 

L: We pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

L: Your word stirs the breath within us. May our 
every utterance be a proclamation to your glory, a 
witness of what our God can do. Lord of Life, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Everything gets its life from you, from the 
moment of its birth until its final breath. So fill us 
with a love for your world and all that dwells 
within it, that we dedicate our lives to the care of 
all that you have made. Lord of Life, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: As winter lingers and all appears to be lifeless on 
the surface, keep us in certain hope that life is at 
work deep underground, awaiting its moment to 
spring forth in due course and rejoice in the 
sunlight of your mercy. Lord of Life, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: God, you answer all who call on you. As you 
eased the grief of Mary and Martha, so comfort 
those who have lost someone dear to them. Be 
with those who face the end of their lives, and 
bless all who suffer with your healing touch, 
especially... Lord of Life, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: With all the saints who dwell in your eternal 
resurrection, unite us at length, and keep us in 
communion with your whole church on earth. 
Lord of Life, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

Here other petitions may be offered. 

L: Receive our prayers and our thanksgiving for your 
daily blessings of mercy, for the sake of Jesus. 
Amen.  
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Liturgy 

Eucharistic Invitation 

You give us our food in due season, O loving 
provider: the grain that becomes our bread and the 
grapes of which we drink. Now you spread this table 
before us and invite us to join with you and all our 
global family around one Lord, receiving one bread. 
Let us come now in joy! 

 

Litany 

L: Lord, if you had been there our brother would 
not have died: 

C: The cry of the weeping sisters, Martha and 
Mary. 

L: They were believers in Jesus’ power, but were 
brokenhearted. 

C: And seeing their sorrow, Jesus wept as well. 

L: But Jesus knew what they could not. 

C: Jesus knew that God the creator was listening. 

L: Jesus knew what he could do, what he must do. 

C: “Lazarus, Come out!” he said. 

L: And the dead man walked. 

C: Lazarus, Jesus’ close friend. 

L: Lazarus, Mary and Martha’s brother. 

C: Lazarus, whose rising was witnessed by 
many. 

L: And the word spread beyond the town, that Jesus 
had raised the dead. 

C: Some who heard this were suspicious. Some 
were threatened. Some began to plot against 
this wonder worker, this Jesus. 

L: Lazarus’ death set in motion the actions leading to 
Jesus’ own death. 

C: A joyful event, with a somber effect. 

L: Jesus will die a terrible death before rising again. 

C: And we weep, as Martha and Mary wept. 

L: We weep for his pain and suffering. 

C: And it seems the happy ending is still so far 
away. 

L: But for now, we rejoice with the family of 
Lazarus. 

C: We celebrate the miracle now. The future can 
wait. 

L: None of us know what our future will hold. 

C: We can spend our lives weeping in dread, 

L: Or we can celebrate each day, every hour. 

C: Cherish the joys; the joys of family, of 
friendship, of life itself, 

L: Because we know that in the end, no matter what, 

C: There is a glorious rising for all of us. 
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Creative Expression 

Skit 

Characters: Person 1-3 

Props: None 

 

Person 1: (surveying the scene) Wow. I thought you were 
supposed to take care of the boss’s plants while they 
were gone. 

Person 2: Yeah…um…I was. 

Person 1: Great job. 

Person 2: I know. I know. I don’t have much of a 
green thumb. I did try to keep them watered, 
but…well…they just died anyway. 

Person 1: Did you let [Person 3] know? They’re the 
most unbelievable gardener I know. They can make 
anything thrive. 

Person 2: I called them a couple days ago to let them 
know things weren’t looking good, but they said they 
had to finish a project before they could come in. 

Person 1: Ooh. That’s too bad. Looks to me like it’s 
entirely too late, now.  

Person 2: I’m probably going to lose my job over 
this. What am I gonna do? 

Person 3: (entering) Hey there! I made it finally. 

Person 1: Yeah? Well you probably shouldn’t have 
bothered. If you’d showed up when I called you, you 
could’ve saved these plants. 

Person 2: And now [Person 1] is going to be in deep 
trouble with the boss. 

 

 

Person 3: (looking around) Don’t be mad at me. I 
couldn’t help the delay. And I’m just as upset as you. I 
adore the boss’s plants. I’m the one who originally 
potted them. Just seeing them like this makes me 
want to cry. 

Person 1: It doesn’t matter now. I’ll just have to let 
the boss know all their precious plants are gone. You 
can plant them some new ones, I guess. 

Person 3: Hold that thought. I know I can save these 
plants. 

Person 2: Are you nuts? Look at them. They’re 
beyond help. 

Person 3: Trust me. I know these little guys can hear 
me, and they’re gonna be just fine. Give me a little 
time. 

Person 1: If you say so. 

(All exit. Wait a few seconds. All enter.) 

Person 2: (staring around in awe) You did it. I have no 
idea how, but you brought these things back to life! 
Overnight! 

Person 1: You’re an absolute miracle worker. 

Person 3: Maybe. Truth be told, there was a lot of 
prayer involved. And then some extra tender loving 
care. And water. And fertilizer. And prayer. I spent 
some time singing to them. And did I mention the 
prayer? 

Person 2: (laughing) A couple times. 

Person 1: I’m saved. I can’t thank you enough. 

Person 3: Oh, don’t thank me. Just let that be a 
lesson to remember that nothing is impossible for 
God. 
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Kids’ Storytime 

Main Message 

We get sad and Jesus got sad, too. 

 

Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• Box of tissues or handkerchief 
 

Setting the Scene/Background 

Show the kids the tissues or handkerchief and ask 
them what they’re for (blowing your nose, etc.) Can 
the also be used to wipe tears when you’re sad? 
Discuss sadness with the kids. Have they ever been 
sad about something? What are some things that 
make them sad? When people we love die, we get sad. 
When we get hurt, we get sad.  

Jesus got sad, too. Can the kids guess why? 

 

Telling the Story 

Tell the story using the KidStuff bulletin. 

 

Activity 

Talk about how about Lazarus was Jesus’ good friend, 
and how Jesus cried because his friend had died. Jesus 
felt things deeply, just like we do. However, because 
he was God, he was also able to raise Lazarus from 
the dead. Jesus did many miracles, and this was just 
one of them. 

Reflection Questions 

• How does it feel to know that Jesus got sad 
sometimes, just like us? 

• How can I care for others when they are sad? 

 

Stuff to Consider 

Some kids might have some big sadness they have 
dealt with in their young lives. During the Kids’ 
Storytime, there won’t be much time for them to talk, 
but if something comes up and it seems like they need 
to talk more, be sure to follow up with the child and 
family later. 

 

Next Week’s Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• Bowl of water 
• Towel 
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Planning Worksheet 

Preaching Themes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Setting 

 

 

 

Hymns 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Choral Music/Special Music 

 

 

 

Kids’ Storytime Ideas 

 

 

 

 

 

Skit or Creative Ideas 

 

 

 

 

 

Props for Kids’ Storytime or Skit 

 

 

 

Special Events (Baptism, New Members) 

 

 

 

 

 

Guest Speakers/Announcements 
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Scripture Readings 

Text: John 13:1-17 

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus 
knew that his hour had come to depart from 

this world and go to the Father. Having loved his 
own who were in the world, he loved them to the 
end. 2The devil had already put it into the heart of 
Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And 
during supper 3Jesus, knowing that the Father had 
given all things into his hands, and that he had come 
from God and was going to God, 4got up from the 
table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around 
himself. 5Then he poured water into a basin and 
began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them 
with the towel that was tied around him. 6He came to 
Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going 
to wash my feet?” 7Jesus answered, “You do not 
know now what I am doing, but later you will 
understand.” 8Peter said to him, “You will never wash 
my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you 
have no share with me.” 9Simon Peter said to him, 
“Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my 
head!” 10Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does 
not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely 
clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.” 11For 
he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he 
said, “Not all of you are clean.” 12After he had washed 
their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to 
the table, he said to them, “Do you know what I have 
done to you? 13You call me Teacher and Lord—and 
you are right, for that is what I am. 14So if I, your 

Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also 
ought to wash one another’s feet. 15For I have set you 
an example, that you also should do as I have done to 
you. 16Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater 
than their master, nor are messengers greater than the 
one who sent them. 17If you know these things, you 
are blessed if you do them.” 

 

Secondary Text: Psalm 51:7-12 
7Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, 
and I shall be whiter than snow. 
8Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you 
have crushed rejoice. 
9Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my 
iniquities. 
10Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new 
and right spirit within me. 
11Do not cast me away from your presence, and do 
not take your holy spirit from me. 
12Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain 
in me a willing spirit. 

 

Pronunciation Guide 

Hyssop: HIH-suhp 

  

13 
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Scripture Readings 

Dramatic Reading of the Text 

Readers: Narrator, Peter, Jesus, Disciple 

Narrator: Now before the festival of the Passover, 
Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from 
this world and go to the Father. Having loved his 
own who were in the world, he loved them to the 
end. The devil had already put it into the heart of 
Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And 
during supper Jesus, knowing that the Father had 
given all things into his hands, and that he had come 
from God and was going to God, got up from the 
table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around 
himself. Then he poured water into a basin and began 
to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the 
towel that was tied around him. He came to Simon 
Peter, who said to him,  

Peter: “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?”  

Narrator: Jesus answered,  

Jesus: “You do not know now what I am doing, but 
later you will understand.”  

Narrator: Peter said to him,  

Peter: “You will never wash my feet.”  

Narrator: Jesus answered,  

Jesus: “Unless I wash you, you have no share with 
me.”  

Narrator: Simon Peter said to him,  

Peter: “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and 
my head!”  

Narrator: Jesus said to him,  

Jesus: “One who has bathed does not need to wash, 
except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are 
clean, though not all of you.”  

Narrator: For he knew who was to betray him; for 
this reason he said, “Not all of you are clean.” After 
he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and 
had returned to the table, he said to them,  

Jesus: “Do you know what I have done to you? You 
call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that 
is what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have 
washed your feet, you also ought to wash one 
another’s feet. For I have set you an example, that 
you also should do as I have done to you. Very truly, 
I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, 
nor are messengers greater than the one who sent 
them. If you know these things, you are blessed if you 
do them. 
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Theme and Liturgy 

Preaching Theme 

Main Idea: Jesus handed off the mission and 
ministry to his disciples in an intimate and 
vulnerable way. 

By now the disciples were getting used to Jesus’ 
puzzling words and unusual actions. Even so, this one 
took them by surprise once again. For as often as Jesus 
spoke of justice and equality, their social structure was 
just too well ingrained to conquer quickly. They had 
been following Jesus for three years, learning from him 
and emulating him—he, their rabbi, and they, his 
disciples. 

But on this Passover, Jesus turned the tables once again. 
He put on a towel and washed their feet—traditionally 
the job of the lowest servant in the household. How 
jarring it must have been, in a culture where class is 
everything, to have their rabbi demean himself in such a 
manner! 

Peter’s response is priceless. All puffed up, he refused to 
be part of Jesus’ demeaning himself—until Jesus made it 
clear that the foot washing was necessary for them to 
have a share with Jesus. How quickly Peter turned! Well, 
if foot washing produces a share, then Peter wants to be 
washed head, shoulders, knees, and toes—a lion’s share 
of the blessing! I picture Jesus chuckling at this as he 
points out that isn’t necessary—the feet will be enough. 

It might be hard for us to truly understand how 
incredibly moving and meaningful this act would have 
been. We are not bound by quite as stringent manners 
and rules of class as they were. But if you have ever 
washed another person’s feet, you will know how 
intimate and vulnerable an experience that can be. For 

Jesus, who has been at the top of the food chain for 3 
years, the vulnerability shown here was just the tip of 
the iceberg. This vulnerability was tender and intimate—
the next would be humiliating and disgraceful. 

But it was more than just a preparation for the events to 
come. It was a handing on of the mission and ministry 
God had given him, and would continue through his 
disciples. It was a painfully tangible goodbye—a show 
of kinship for the suffering they would all endure as a 
result of carrying the torch. This moment is the calm 
before the storm—a sweet breath before the turmoil 
that is to come. 

 

Scripture Summary 

He’s been their teacher, their leader and Lord for 
years, and now they share one final evening together. 
How will he bid them farewell? If you were expecting 
one last miracle or show of power, think again. 

 

Call to Worship 

L: Wash me, and I shall be clean. 

C: Create in me a clean heart, O God. 

L: Hide your face from my sins, and do not cast me 
out. 

C: Create in me a clean heart, O God. 

L: Restore to me the joy of your salvation. 

C: Create in me a clean heart, O God. 
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Liturgy 

Confession and Forgiveness 

L: We confess our sins before God and one another. 
Pause for silence and reflection. 
L: Merciful God, 
C: We walk through these forty days in somber 

realization that we have not been your faithful 
servants. We have helped ourselves before 
helping others. We have denied our belonging 
to you out of fear, embarrassment, or timidity. 
And we have abandoned those who need us 
the most: the tormented, the unfortunate, and 
the powerless. Forgive us, Lord, for all that 
we have done and not done, and grant us your 
promised peace. Amen. 

L: God has never abandoned us, even when we felt 
most alone. Be assured of your pardon through 
the mercy of Jesus Christ, who goes before you 
and bids you follow after. Receive God’s 
forgiveness with thanksgiving. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

L: Almighty God,  

C: You took on the role of a servant when you 
gave everything for our sake. Teach us to 
humble ourselves for the honorable work of 
serving others. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 

 

Offertory Prayer 

You have set us an example, Lord, that we might do 
as you have done. Receive the offerings of our hearts 
and inspire us to love your people as you do, that all 
might know they are beloved of their Creator. Amen. 

 

 

Prayers of the Church 

L: We pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

L: Lord, you have truly shown what it means to offer 
ourselves for the sake of another. Strip us of our 
pretention, hesitation, and resistance to following 
your example. Servant leader,  

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: You have always protected the vulnerable and 
stood for the voiceless. May we follow your law in 
a right spirit, so that all may justly benefit from 
your blessings, and no one presume themselves to 
be better than another. Servant leader,  

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: During this contemplative season, we ponder how 
much you gave up on our behalf. Sometimes we are 
moved, awed, or shocked by what you were willing 
to do for those whom you love. Keep our eyes on 
you throughout these forty days and uplift us when 
the journey becomes difficult. Servant leader,  

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: We turn to you still in our lowest moments, in 
times of need, and when we long to be made whole. 
Pour out the full measure of your healing upon 
each of us, and especially upon... Servant leader,  

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: The life of a saint is a life of humility. May our 
path follow those who have gone before us to 
serve you truly and faithfully. Servant leader,  

C: Hear our prayer. 

Here other petitions may be offered. 

L: Lord, accept our prayers for all that we do not yet 
understand, and hold us in your steadfast embrace 
whenever we stumble. Hear us for the sake of 
Jesus, our servant and Lord. Amen.  
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Liturgy 

Eucharistic Invitation 

We have been made clean, and our joy has been 
restored. Our loving Savior now invites us to that 
holiest of meals, in which we remember all that he has 
done—and continues to do for us. Let us not delay in 
joining him at the table, where fellowship, mercy, and 
unconditional love await us. 

 

Litany 

L: Who likes having their feet washed? 

C: Not us! Feet are embarrassing! 

L: Feet look funny. Feet can smell bad. 

C: Sometimes it’s a relief to put on shoes. 

L: But our feet are important. They get us places. 

C: With feet, we can walk, and jump, and even 
run. 

L: Life is different than it was in Jesus’ time. 

C: Nowadays we don’t walk around barefoot or 
in sandals on dusty roads. 

L: But in those days, people’s feet got very dirty. 

C: And it was the job of a lowly servant to wash 
them, 

L: To kneel with a pitcher of water and a towel, 

C: To serve, in the humblest way possible. 

L: It was Jesus’ last night with his disciples. 

C: Tomorrow he would be crucified. 

L: It was the last chance for Jesus to be their leader 
and teacher. Jesus deserved the seat of honor at 
dinner. 

C: But instead, what did he do? 

L: He washed his friends’ dirty, smelly feet, 

C: Kneeling in all humility, 

L: Tenderly cleaning those feet with water. 

C: The job of a lowly servant, and Jesus did it. 

L: And that was Jesus, their leader, teaching them 
still, 

C: The lesson of loving each other selflessly, 
caring for each other in every way. 

L: Jesus didn’t have much time left to tell them 
everything they needed to learn. 

C: But sometimes the most memorable lessons 
are taught without speaking a word. 

L: Jesus taught by his example, and charged the 
disciples to do likewise. 

C: And we are still charged to follow Jesus, our 
leader. 

L: It may not be washing feet, but it may be another 
humble job that we are called to do, 

C: An act of love and care that may be hard, very 
hard. 

L: But Jesus didn’t shy away from any of it, and 
neither should we. 

C: May we, with confidence and courage, meet 
Jesus’ challenge. May we serve, however and 
wherever we can, even doing the dirtiest of 
jobs, 

L: Because in the eyes of God, even the dirtiest jobs 
shine with beauty when done in love. 

C: Praise Jesus our humble servant. Praise Jesus 
our glorious sovreign! 
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Creative Expression 

Skit 

Characters: Persons 1-5 

Props: Four chairs, table optional 

 

Person 1: I can’t believe it’s [Person 3]’s last day 
already. 

Person 2: What are we going to do without them? 

Person 1: I don’t know. They have completely 
transformed this company, made it a joy to work for 
and a force for good in the world. 

Person 2: They didn’t even want a big retirement 
party. They wanted the money we would have spent 
to go to a racial equity organization. 

Person 1: At least we get to have dinner with them 
one last time. Even if it is a pot-luck. 

Person 2: Oh, here they come now. 

Person 3: Hi there, [Person 1], [Person 2]. You ready 
to eat? 

Person 1: Yes indeed. 

(they go sit together, along with Person 4 and Person 5) 

Person 3: Thanks for sharing this last meal with me 
here in the office. Now, I want to do something for 
each of you. 

Person 4: For us? But it’s your celebration. 

Person 5: We should be doing something for you. 

Person 3: Nonsense. You just sit down and I’m going 
to serve you dinner. 

Person 4: Serve us dinner? Are you sure? 

Person 3: More than sure. And while I do that, each 
of you should look under your plates for something 
special. (starts miming piling food onto plates) 

(All mime picking up plates and pulling out envelopes, opening 
them, and reading what’s inside.) 

Person 1: Whoa. 

Person 2: Are you sure about this, [Person 3]? 

Person 4: You’re donating 25% of your bonus in 
each of our names? 

Person 5: I…your generosity is astonishing. 

Person 3: I have an ulterior motive. 

Person 1: What’s that? 

Person 3: I want to instill in you a true spirit of 
service. I want you to recognize that if I, who have 
the final say in everything in this company, and whom 
you have all worked for these past years—if I am 
willing to serve and take care of you and others, you 
need to do the same. 

Person 2: Yes, [Sir/Ma’am]. You have definitely 
shown me what matters. 

Person 4: It’s looking out for each other in this room 
and out in the world. 

Person 5: And doing our very best to be like you. 

Person 3: Now that that’s settled, let’s eat, shall we? 

Person 1: Yes, let’s! 
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Kids’ Storytime 

Main Message 

Jesus modeled a life of service. 

 

Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• Bowl of water 
• Towel 
 

Setting the Scene/Background 

Show the kids the bowl of water and a towel. Ask for 
a volunteer to have his or her feet washed. As you do 
this, discuss the practice of foot washing in Jesus’ 
time. Explain to them that people’s feet would have 
been very dirty—they wore sandals and everyone 
walked a lot. Foot washing was done by the lowest of 
servants; it wasn’t a pleasant job.  

 

Telling the Story 

Tell the story using the KidStuff bulletin. 

 

 

 

 

Activity 

Discuss how Jesus washing his disciples’ feet was a 
sign of great love and humility. Imagine if a queen 
knelt on the floor in front of you and washed your 
feet, how would you feel? This is how the disciples 
felt. They couldn’t imagine why Jesus would be doing 
this. He wanted to teach them that a blessed life is 
one of service. He served them and then asked them 
to serve others. What are ways we can serve others? 

 

Reflection Questions 

• How does it feel when someone does 
something to take care of me? 

• How can I serve other people? 

 

Stuff to Consider 

If you have kids that have physical limitations, suggest 
some non-physical ways people can serve: prayer, a 
listening ear, laughter, their company. 

 

Next Week’s Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• A picture of you with your closest friends 
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Scripture Readings 

Text: John 18:12-27 
12So the soldiers, their officer, and the Jewish police 
arrested Jesus and bound him. 
13First they took him to Annas, who was the father-in-
law of Caiaphas, the high priest that year. 14Caiaphas 
was the one who had advised the Jews that it was 
better to have one person die for the people. 15Simon 
Peter and another disciple followed Jesus. Since that 
disciple was known to the high priest, he went with 
Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest, 16but Peter 
was standing outside at the gate. So the other disciple, 
who was known to the high priest, went out, spoke to 
the woman who guarded the gate, and brought Peter 
in. 17The woman said to Peter, “You are not also one 
of this man’s disciples, are you?” He said, “I am not.” 
18Now the slaves and the police had made a charcoal 
fire because it was cold, and they were standing 
around it and warming themselves. Peter also was 
standing with them and warming himself. 19Then the 
high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and 
about his teaching. 20Jesus answered, “I have spoken 
openly to the world; I have always taught in 
synagogues and in the temple, where all the Jews 
come together. I have said nothing in secret. 21Why 
do you ask me? Ask those who heard what I said to 
them; they know what I said.” 22When he had said 
this, one of the police standing nearby struck Jesus on 
the face, saying, “Is that how you answer the high 
priest?” 23Jesus answered, “If I have spoken wrongly, 
testify to the wrong. But if I have spoken rightly, why 
do you strike me?” 24Then Annas sent him bound to 
Caiaphas the high priest. 25Now Simon Peter was 
standing and warming himself. They asked him, “You 

are not also one of his disciples, are you?” He denied 
it and said, “I am not.” 26One of the slaves of the high 
priest, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut 
off, asked, “Did I not see you in the garden with 
him?” 27Again Peter denied it, and at that moment the 
cock crowed. 

 

Secondary Text: Psalm 17:1-7 
1Hear a just cause, O Lord; attend to my cry; give ear 
to my prayer from lips free of deceit. 
2From you let my vindication come; let your eyes see 
the right. 
3If you try my heart, if you visit me by night, if you 
test me, you will find no wickedness in me; my mouth 
does not transgress. 
4As for what others do, by the word of your lips I 
have avoided the ways of the violent. 
5My steps have held fast to your paths; my feet have 
not slipped. 
6I call upon you, for you will answer me, O God; 
incline your ear to me, hear my words. 
7Wondrously show your steadfast love, O savior of 
those who seek refuge from their adversaries at your 
right hand. 

 

Pronunciation Guide 

Annas: AN-uhs 
Caiaphas: KAY-uh-fuhs 
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Scripture Readings 

Dramatic Reading of the Text 

Readers: Narrator, Woman, Peter, Police, Bystander, 
Slave 

Narrator: So the soldiers, their officer, and the 
Jewish police arrested Jesus and bound him. First they 
took him to Annas, who was the father-in-law of 
Caiaphas, the high priest that year. Caiaphas was the 
one who had advised the Jews that it was better to 
have one person die for the people. Simon Peter and 
another disciple followed Jesus. Since that disciple 
was known to the high priest, he went with Jesus into 
the courtyard of the high priest, but Peter was 
standing outside at the gate. So the other disciple, 
who was known to the high priest, went out, spoke to 
the woman who guarded the gate, and brought Peter 
in. The woman said to Peter,  

Woman: “You are not also one of this man’s 
disciples, are you?”  

Narrator: He said,  

Peter: “I am not.”  

Narrator: Now the slaves and the police had made a 
charcoal fire because it was cold, and they were 
standing around it and warming themselves. Peter 
also was standing with them and warming himself. 
Then the high priest questioned Jesus about his 
disciples and about his teaching. Jesus answered,  

Jesus: “I have spoken openly to the world; I have 
always taught in synagogues and in the temple, where 

all the Jews come together. I have said nothing in 
secret. Why do you ask me? Ask those who heard 
what I said to them; they know what I said.”  

Narrator: When he had said this, one of the police 
standing nearby struck Jesus on the face, saying,  

Police: “Is that how you answer the high priest?”  

Narrator: Jesus answered,  

Jesus: “If I have spoken wrongly, testify to the 
wrong. But if I have spoken rightly, why do you strike 
me?”  

Narrator: Then Annas sent him bound to Caiaphas 
the high priest. Now Simon Peter was standing and 
warming himself. They asked him,  

Bystander: “You are not also one of his disciples, are 
you?”  

Narrator: He denied it and said,  

Peter: “I am not.”  

Narrator: One of the slaves of the high priest, a 
relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, 
asked,  

Slave: “Did I not see you in the garden with him?”  

Narrator: Again Peter denied it, and at that moment 
the cock crowed. 
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Theme and Liturgy 

Preaching Theme 

Main Idea: Jesus experienced Peter’s betrayal 
deeply—Jesus knows exactly what it is to be 
human. 

Jesus would be humiliated in every way on this night. 
He would be accused, tried, beaten, mocked, and 
hung on a cross. And the salt in the wound would be 
Peter’s denial. At a time when Jesus could have leaned 
upon the strength of his disciples, they betrayed him. 
Peter’s denial was an outward expression of the utter 
isolation Jesus would experience as he endured the 
events of the night. It’s truly heartbreaking. 

I have long believed that Jesus experienced every 
single human emotion, so that God would forever 
know exactly what it is like to be human. This gut-
wrenching betrayal demonstrates one of the most 
heinous experiences people will ever go through. For 
a beloved someone to turn their back on us, to leave 
us exposed and alone, highlights all the more why we 
will never live in a perfect world, why Jesus had to 
become human, and why God had to renew God’s 
covenant with people in the way that God did. Jesus 
did what we could never do. He endured more than 
any of us will ever endure. He survived the emotional 
roller coaster and came out loving us that much more. 
It’s perplexing and astonishing, and we are very 
fortunate to have a God that loves as deeply as this. 

 

Scripture Summary 

It’s a dark night for Jesus—taken by force, and now 
required to defend himself to the authorities. If 
there’s one thing he could use, it’s the support of his 
closest followers. But at a time when all are about to 
be tested, even that might be too much to ask. 

 

Call to Worship 

L: I call upon you, O God, for you will answer me. 

C: Incline your ear to me and hear my words. 

L: May I be found faithful to my God, 

C: And may my mouth not betray you. 

L: From you let my vindication come. 

C: Let your eyes see what is right. 

  

Confession and Forgiveness 

L: We confess our sins before God and one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

L: Merciful God, 

C: We walk through these forty days in somber 
realization that we have not been your faithful 
servants. We have helped ourselves before 
helping others. We have denied our belonging 
to you out of fear, embarrassment, or timidity. 
And we have abandoned those who need us 
the most: the tormented, the unfortunate, and 
the powerless. Forgive us, Lord, for all that 
we have done and not done, and grant us your 
promised peace. Amen. 

L: God has never abandoned us, even when we felt 
most alone. Be assured of your pardon through 
the mercy of Jesus Christ, who goes before you 
and bids you follow after. Receive God’s 
forgiveness with thanksgiving. Amen. 
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Liturgy 

Prayer of the Day 

L: Holy Lord,  

C: Your mercy is infinite and your forgiveness 
sure. Be patient with us when we fail you, and 
renew your promises within our sorrowful 
hearts, to the glory of your name. Amen. 

 

Offertory Prayer 

Steadfast Lord, sometimes a broken spirit is the only 
offering we have to bring. Accept what we place upon 
your altar, and heal a world divided by mistrust, 
injustice, and fear. We ask this for the sake of Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the Church 

L: We pray for the church, the world, and all those 
in need. 

A brief silence. 

L: Your servant, Peter, is not alone in falling short of 
the mark, dear Lord. Forgive us when we deny 
our true identity as your children in order to 
please, placate or avoid giving offense to others. 
Faithful God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: In a world that still persecutes those who are 
different or dare to stand for a radical reordering 
of society, make us bold to confess the biggest 
rebel of all—our unwavering Savior and brother, 
Jesus Christ. Faithful God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: We would love to believe that, were we put to the 
test, we would be found loyal to our faith and to 
our God. Give us strength when we are pushed to 
try to escape from trials and avoid having to be 
courageous. Faithful God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Ever-loving Creator, you put no condition on 
your blessings, and offer healing at our most 
vulnerable, least attractive moments. Surround us 
with mercy and visit the sick and troubled with 
your renewing spirit, especially... Faithful God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Blessed are those who were severely tested and 
prevailed, choosing your approval rather than that 
of the world. Make us worthy to stand at last in 
their company and share your blessed eternity 
with our brother and sister saints. Faithful God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

Here other petitions may be offered. 

L: We call upon you, and you answer us, O Lord. 
Into your hands we place these, our prayers, and 
entrust all whom we love, including ourselves and 
our lives, to your eternal mercy, In Jesus’ name we 
pray. Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Invitation 

Blessed be the Lord whose forgiveness is undeniable, 
and who never turns sinners away from his table. Let 
us gather around this holy meal, where we are 
promised refreshment, renewal, and joys everlasting. 
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Liturgy 

Litany 

L: Three times Peter was asked: 

C: “Do you know this man?” 

L: And three times Peter denied Jesus. 

C: “I have never seen that man.” 

L: The same Peter who had been with Jesus for 
three years, turned his back three times on his 
Savior and Lord. 

C: “I do not know this man,” said Peter. 

L: And the cock crowed, three times. 

C: Just as Jesus had predicted it would. 

L: And hearing that rooster call, Peter was 
devastated. 

C: He had always thought of himself as flawed, 
but faithful. 

L: And yet here he was, the very definition of 
faithless, 

C: Abandoning Jesus in his hour of need. 

L: How could he have done that?  

C: Had he forgotten the lesson his divine teacher 
had taught? 

L: Love. Love God, and one another. 

C: Love does not turn away from a suffering 
person. 

L: Love steps in, stands beside that person, chooses 
to join in the suffering. 

C: Did Peter not really love Jesus after all? 

L: Or is this the truth: Peter did love Jesus, very 
much, 

C: And Peter got scared. Scared to death. 

L: And in that moment of fear and instinctive self-
preservation, Peter did the cowardly thing, as so 
many of us do. 

C: We pretend not to know Jesus, 

L: Because it is not easy to know Jesus, or to love 
him as he calls us to love. 

C: And then we are devastated, after we turn our 
backs. 

L: And we think it’s too late to be forgiven. 

C: And we are filled with despair. 

L: But the Jesus Peter denied is the same Jesus who 
came to Peter after the resurrection. 

C: The same Jesus who forgave his sad and 
sorrowful friend without hesitation. 

L: For every denial, Jesus asked Peter, “Do you love 
me?” 

C: Three times. And three times Peter said, “I 
love you.” 

L: Total mercy. Complete pardon. The love between 
them unbroken. 

C: That is what God’s love for us looks like. 

L: There’s nothing we can do or say to make God 
stop loving us. 

C: And so, with the forgiven Peter, we too can 
say, 

All: We love you, Lord. 
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Creative Expression 

Skit 

Characters: Kid 1, Kid 2, and Kid 3 (high school age) 

Prop: Cell phone 

 

Kid 1: I can’t believe this is happening! How could 
anyone think I stole someone’s wallet? I just found it 
on the sidewalk. You guys believe me, don’t you? 

Kid 2: Of course, we believe you!  

Kid 3: Even though the wallet was empty. 

Kid 2: And someone charged clothes from your 
favorite store on their credit card. 

Kid 3: And all of a sudden you had lots of cash. 

Kid 2: But yes, sure, we believe you. 

Kid 1: I knew I could count on you. You’re my best 
friends! 

Kid 2: That’s us. Best friends forever! 

Kid 3: Forever and ever! 

Kid 2: But. It is kind of weird, isn’t it? 

Kid 3: Yeah, it’s kind of a coincidence, the charging 
and the money and stuff. 

Kid 1: So now you’re saying you don’t believe me. 

Kid 2: Well, [Kid 1]. The more I think about it… 

Kid 3: I guess, I’m not 100% sure. 

Kid 1: Well that’s just wonderful. I have to go down 
to the police station for questioning, and now I know 
my friends turned their backs on me. 

Kid 2: Well, you can’t blame us. Anybody would have 
their doubts. 

Kid 1: But you’ve known me since we were five!  

Kid 3: Who really knows someone? Everyone has 
their secrets. 

Kid 2: Good luck at the police station, though. I’m 
sure…the right thing will happen. 

(Kid 1’s cell phone rings) 

Kid 1: (answering) Yes, officer? Oh, really? Oh, my 
gosh! That is amazing. Thank you! (hangs up) 

Kid 2: What did the officer say? 

Kid 1: They found the person who did it. She had all 
the credit cards and some cash too. She confessed. 

Kid 2: We knew it wasn’t you! 

Kid 3: Couldn’t have been you! 

Kid 2: We didn’t mean to accuse you of anything. 

Kid 3: We are so sorry. 

(silence) 

Kid 2: I don’t blame you if you never speak to us 
again. 

Kid 3: That’s what we deserve. 

(silence) 

Kid 1: I forgive you. Both of you. You’re still my 
friends. 

Kid 2: For real? 

Kid 1: For real.  

Kid 3: You’re the best person ever, [Kid 1]! 

Kid 1: No, I’m not. But I think I am a good person, 
and a good friend. 

Kid 2: Of course you are! 

Kid 1: Listen, can we change the subject? I haven’t 
eaten breakfast. Can we go over to the diner? I can 
treat with all the money I have…from the entire 
weekend I spent babysitting. 

Kid 3: The diner sounds great! 

Kid 2: Totally! 
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Kids’ Storytime 

Main Message 

Jesus forgives us even when we do terrible things. 

 

Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• A picture of you with your closest friends 
 

Setting the Scene/Background 

Show the picture to the kids and tell them about your 
friends.  Share a story of a time when you did 
something mean to a close friend and what happened.  

 

Telling the Story 

Tell the story using the KidStuff bulletin. 

 

Activity 

Discuss how Peter must have felt when he realized 
what he had done. How do the kids think Jesus might 
have felt? Have a conversation about it feels when 
our friends are mean to us. 

Ask if the kids think Jesus forgave Peter. Why or why 
not? Is it easy to forgive friends when they hurt us? It 
can be really hard, but as Jesus’ people we work hard 
to always forgive, just as Jesus forgives us no matter 
what we do. 

 

Reflection Questions 

• What is the worst thing I’ve done to a friend? 
• Is there someone I need to forgive? 

 

Stuff to Consider 

If you have a lot of really little kids, even just stressing 
the importance of saying “I’m sorry” when we hurt 
someone is important. 

 

Next Week’s Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• A toy crown or cardboard crowns 
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Scripture Readings 

Text: John 18:28-40 
28Then they took Jesus from Caiaphas to Pilate’s 
headquarters. It was early in the morning. They 
themselves did not enter the headquarters, so as to 
avoid ritual defilement and to be able to eat the 
Passover. 29So Pilate went out to them and said, 
“What accusation do you bring against this man?” 
30They answered, “If this man were not a criminal, we 
would not have handed him over to you.” 31Pilate said 
to them, “Take him yourselves and judge him 
according to your law.” The Jews replied, “We are not 
permitted to put anyone to death.” 32(This was to 
fulfill what Jesus had said when he indicated the kind 
of death he was to die.) 33Then Pilate entered the 
headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, 
“Are you the King of the Jews?” 34Jesus answered, 
“Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you 
about me?” 35Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am I? 
Your own nation and the chief priests have handed 
you over to me. What have you done?” 36Jesus 
answered, “My kingdom is not from this world. If my 
kingdom were from this world, my followers would 
be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the 
Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 
37Pilate asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I was 
born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to 
the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens 

to my voice.” 38Pilate asked him, “What is truth?” 
After he had said this, he went out to the Jews again 
and told them, “I find no case against him. 39But you 
have a custom that I release someone for you at the 
Passover. Do you want me to release for you the 
King of the Jews?” 40They shouted in reply, “Not this 
man, but Barabbas!” Now Barabbas was a bandit. 

 

Secondary Text: Psalm 145:10-13 
10All your works shall give thanks to you, O Lord, and 
all your faithful shall bless you. 
11They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom, and 
tell of your power, 
12to make known to all people your mighty deeds, and 
the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 
13Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your 
dominion endures throughout all generations. The 
Lord is faithful in all his words, and gracious in all his 
deeds. 

 

Pronunciation Guide 

Caiaphas: KAY-uh-fuhs 
Barabbas: beh-REH-buhs 
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Scripture Readings 

Dramatic Reading of the Text 

Readers: Narrator, Pilate, Jews, Jesus 

Narrator: Then they took Jesus from Caiaphas to 
Pilate’s headquarters. It was early in the morning. 
They themselves did not enter the headquarters, so as 
to avoid ritual defilement and to be able to eat the 
Passover. So Pilate went out to them and said,  

Pilate: “What accusation do you bring against this 
man?”  

Narrator: They answered,  

Jews: “If this man were not a criminal, we would not 
have handed him over to you.”  

Narrator: Pilate said to them,  

Pilate: “Take him yourselves and judge him 
according to your law.”  

Narrator: The Jews replied,  

Jews: “We are not permitted to put anyone to death.”  

Narrator: (This was to fulfill what Jesus had said 
when he indicated the kind of death he was to die.) 
Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, 
summoned Jesus, and asked him,  

Pilate: “Are you the King of the Jews?”  

Narrator: Jesus answered,  

Jesus: “Do you ask this on your own, or did others 
tell you about me?”  

Narrator: Pilate replied,  

Pilate: “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and 
the chief priests have handed you over to me. What 
have you done?”  

Narrator: Jesus answered,  

Jesus: “My kingdom is not from this world. If my 
kingdom were from this world, my followers would 
be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the 
Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.”  

Narrator: Pilate asked him,  

Pilate: “So you are a king?”  

Narrator: Jesus answered,  

Jesus: “You say that I am a king. For this I was born, 
and for this I came into the world, to testify to the 
truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to 
my voice.”  

Narrator: Pilate asked him,  

Pilate: “What is truth?”  

Narrator: After he had said this, he went out to the 
Jews again and told them,  

Pilate: “I find no case against him. But you have a 
custom that I release someone for you at the 
Passover. Do you want me to release for you the 
King of the Jews?”  

Narrator: They shouted in reply,  

Jews: “Not this man, but Barabbas!”  

Narrator: Now Barabbas was a bandit. 
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Theme and Liturgy 

Preaching Theme 

Main Idea: We can work together despite our 
differing interpretations of what may be truth. 

Pilate asks the most profound question in this 
encounter, “What is truth?” Is truth the same as facts? 
Is truth our interpretation of the facts? Is truth the 
conclusions drawn from our interpretations? Or are our 
conclusions, interpretations, and observations of the 
facts simply an imperfect pursuit of a singular truth?  

Pilate believed his perspective was truth. He wondered if 
Jesus could see what he saw, or if Jesus was blinded by 
the power and influence afforded him by his fame. The 
religious leaders believed the truth was that Jesus was a 
blasphemer and a dangerous criminal. Pilate could find 
no grounds for execution, but he also knew he was in a 
precarious position. He needed to appease the high 
priests to keep the peace and prove that he was an 
effective ruler, lest he be removed from his post. Pilate 
believed the truth of Jesus’ innocence conflicted with his 
desire for self-preservation and the fact that his subjects 
could and would turn on him if he didn’t comply with 
their demands. Jesus’ truth included knowledge of things 
that we will never know. All of these facts and realities 
clashed and crashed into one another, so that the only 
outcome was the death of Jesus. 

It is human nature to believe that our own 
interpretations of facts are truth, and that everyone 
else is wrong. There is incredible maturity in 
acknowledging that my interpretation of facts might 
be different from yours, and that both can live in the 
same space, even as they disagree.  

I will not likely change your mind. You will not likely 
change mine. But we can find shared common 
ground despite our competing interpretation of facts. 
We can build upon our common ground to work 
together to do God’s work in this world—the work 
of justice, equality, and peace.  

Scripture Summary 

Every encounter with Jesus is unforgettable, and 
Pilate’s is no exception. However, his questions are 
not those of an inquiring disciple, but of one who 
holds authority over Jesus’ very life. 

Call to Worship 

L: All your works shall give thanks to you, O Lord,  

C: And all your faithful shall bless you. 

L: We shall speak of the glory of your kingdom,  

C: To make known your mighty deeds. 

L: God’s kingdom is everlasting;  

C: The Lord is faithful in word and deed. 

Confession and Forgiveness 

L: We confess our sins before God and one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

L: Merciful God, 

C: We walk through these forty days in somber 
realization that we have not been your faithful 
servants. We have helped ourselves before 
helping others. We have denied our belonging 
to you out of fear, embarrassment, or timidity. 
And we have abandoned those who need us 
the most: the tormented, the unfortunate, and 
the powerless. Forgive us, Lord, for all that 
we have done and not done, and grant us your 
promised peace. Amen. 

L: God has never abandoned us, even when we felt 
most alone. Be assured of your pardon through 
the mercy of Jesus Christ, who goes before you 
and bids you follow after. Receive God’s 
forgiveness with thanksgiving. Amen.  
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Liturgy 

Prayer of the Day 

L: God of all truth,  

C: Your thoughts are well beyond our own. 
Challenge us to look beyond our narrow 
assumptions, into a wider vision of how the 
world could be, for the sake of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

Offertory Prayer 

We lay these offerings at your altar, God, in hopes 
that they might please you and glorify your gracious 
name. Make of them something more than we could 
imagine, for purposes higher than any we could 
devise. To you we offer our praise and thanksgiving. 
Amen. 

Prayers of the Church 

L: We pray for the church, the world, and all those 
in need. 

A brief silence. 

L: We all believe we know the way that things 
actually are, when really we have only a piece, one 
perspective on the bigger picture. Expand our 
minds and hearts to consider others’ views, 
experiences, and life situations, that we may grow 
closer in love and understanding. God of truth, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Injustice may be found wherever power is ill-
gotten or abused. Shed light on scandalous 
abuses, unchecked greed, and horrific crimes 
against humanity. Heal the world and restore your 
suffering children. God of truth, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: We see the signs of light returning, even as we 
march onward towards Calvary and the sacrificial 
love of our Savior’s gift to us. Teach us to find 
light in the dark places, and hold onto the hope 
you continue to offer us. God of truth, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Sometimes we get it wrong, O Lord, and for this 
have mercy on us where we are truly repentant. 
Forgive our shortsightedness, pardon our 
weakness, and heal every infirmity which plagues 
us. Bestow your tender spirit upon all those in 
need of your healing, especially... God of truth, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: What joy to know that one need not be perfect to 
be counted among your saints, dear Lord. 
Consider us mercifully when you gather your 
children around your heavenly throne, clothed in 
light and crowned with salvation. God of truth, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

Here other petitions may be offered. 

L: When words fail, we trust you to hear the cries of 
our hearts, and we commend all those for whom 
we now pray to your loving care. In Jesus’ name 
we pray. Amen. 

Eucharistic Invitation 

Lord, you came into this world to testify to the truth. 
The truth of God’s unconditional love for us. Gather 
us now in love around your table, bestowing on each 
the blessings of your precious body and blood, given 
and shed for all.  
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Liturgy 

Litany 

L: We all know the story well. 

C: Each character stands for something. 

L: Everyone knows what a Judas is. 

C: Everyone remembers Peter’s denials. 

L: And the name Pontius Pilate is familiar. 

C: From the vantage point of two thousand 
years, we can look at the story as we would a 
play, and see the arc of events, the actors, the 
conflict.  

L: It seems inevitable, that no participant could have 
rewritten the script—not even Jesus himself.  

C: Pilate decided not to decide, and so Jesus was 
condemned. 

L: Jesus’ tragedy played out on Calvary, and 
Barabbas the criminal was set free. 

C: Pilate did not use the power he had to stop 
Jesus’ crucifixion. 

L: But again, was this all destiny? Did it have to 
happen this way? 

C: And if so, where does this leave the players? 

L: Judas had to betray, Peter had to deny, Pilate had 
to wash his hands of the whole thing. 

C: And Jesus had to die. 

L: And while God allowed them all their free will, 
God knew the eventual outcome. 

C: The death of God’s son. 

L: But God also knew the glorious events of Easter 
morning, 

C: A time when every tear would be wiped away. 

L: God immersed God’s own self in our humanity, 
in good times and bad, 

C: The Creator’s ultimate gift of love to the 
creation. 

L: And God emerged victorious over sin and death. 

C: And so can we. And so will we. 

L: And God’s love remains steadfast for us all. 

C: Even the Judases. Even the Peters. Even the 
Pilates. 

L: They too are offered mercy and redemption. 

C: By our limitlessly loving God. 

All: Thanks be to God! 
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Creative Expression 

Skit 

Characters: Kid 1 and Kid 2 (high school age) 

Props: None 

 

Kid 1: I just don’t get Basharat. 

Kid 2: Why do you say that? 

Kid 1: Everyone says they’re a trouble-maker. 

Kid 2: Well, yeah. Because they get in trouble. A lot. 

Kid 1: But I’m not sure I understand why. 

Kid 2: What do you mean? 

Kid 1: I don’t know them all that well. But every time 
I talk to them I feel like they’re a really amazing 
person. Smart and caring. Sure, sometimes they say 
things that upset some people, but I never feel like it’s 
mean-spirited. Just the opposite, actually. 

Kid 2: But didn’t Ms. Gustafson complain to the 
principal just the other day about what Basharat said 
in her class? 

Kid 1: Yeah. I was in that class. And what Basharat 
said was controversial, but it wasn’t disrespectful. It 
made me think that maybe Ms. Gustafson just doesn’t 
like Basharat. 

Kid 2: Well, then Mr. Yang doesn’t like them either. 
Can more than one teacher be wrong? 

Kid 1: I think so. Especially when the principal said 
she didn’t want to suspend Basharat. 

Kid 2: How did you hear that? 

Kid 1: I heard Basharat talking to their friends about 
it. The principal warned them they needed to watch 
what they say because it bugs some of the teachers. 
But apparently Basharat just said they wouldn’t give 
up speaking the truth even if it was uncomfortable. 

Kid 2: Whoa. They said that right to the principal? 
What was her response? 

Kid 1: She warned Basharat that different people 
might have different takes on the truth. 

Kid 2: Huh. I think I might have misjudged them. I 
just chalked them up to being a regular old trouble-
maker. 

Kid 1: Yeah. But I don’t get why they just don’t keep 
their mouth shut, you know? Sooner or later, they are 
going to get suspended, no matter how much the 
principal doesn’t want to do that. 

Kid 2: Well, Basharat is a stronger person than me. I, 
for one, would just keep my head down and get along 
rather than get in trouble. 

Kid 1: Yeah. They’re definitely a different kind of 
trouble-maker. One maybe I wish I could be more 
like. 

Kid 2: Me, too. 
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Kids’ Storytime 

Main Message 

Jesus was a different kind of king. 

 

Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• Toy crown or cardboard crowns 

 

Setting the Scene/Background 

Pass out the crowns to the kids. Talk with them about 
what they think a King does. What are some words 
that would describe a King? Then say how in today’s 
story, Pilate wanted to figure out the truth about 
Jesus: was Jesus a king? 

 

Telling the Story 

Tell the story using the KidStuff bulletin. 

 

Activity 

Discuss what kind of king the kids think Jesus was. 
Did he do the things we normally consider to be king-
like things? What things did he do? Would Jesus be 
the kind of king the kids would want? 

Discuss how today there are lots of people who want 
to have power like a king, and want other people to 
follow them and do what they say, no matter what. 
Jesus teaches us to follow people who are the kind of 
leaders Jesus was—leaders who show love and take 
care of other people before themselves. Do the kids 
know anyone like that? 

 

Reflection Questions 

• What are some words that describe a King? 
• What are some words that describe Jesus?  

 

Stuff to Consider 

Some children have sensory issues with wearing 
something they are not familiar with. Give them the 
option to hold the crown, if they prefer. 

 

Next Week’s Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
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Planning Worksheet 

Preaching Themes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Setting 

 

 

 

Hymns 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Choral Music/Special Music 

 

 

 

Kids’ Storytime Ideas 

 

 

 

 

 

Skit or Creative Ideas 

 

 

 

 

 

Props for Kids’ Storytime or Skit 

 

 

 

Special Events (Baptism, New Members) 
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Scripture Readings 

Text: John 19:1-16a 

Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. 
2And the soldiers wove a crown of thorns and 

put it on his head, and they dressed him in a purple 
robe. 3They kept coming up to him, saying, “Hail, 
King of the Jews!” and striking him on the face. 
4Pilate went out again and said to them, “Look, I am 
bringing him out to you to let you know that I find no 
case against him.” 5So Jesus came out, wearing the 
crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to 
them, “Here is the man!” 6When the chief priests and 
the police saw him, they shouted, “Crucify him! 
Crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Take him 
yourselves and crucify him; I find no case against 
him.” 7The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and 
according to that law he ought to die because he has 
claimed to be the Son of God.” 8Now when Pilate 
heard this, he was more afraid than ever. 9He entered 
his headquarters again and asked Jesus, “Where are 
you from?” But Jesus gave him no answer. 10Pilate 
therefore said to him, “Do you refuse to speak to me? 
Do you not know that I have power to release you, 
and power to crucify you?” 11Jesus answered him, 
“You would have no power over me unless it had 
been given you from above; therefore the one who 
handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin.” 
12From then on Pilate tried to release him, but the 
Jews cried out, “If you release this man, you are no 
friend of the emperor. Everyone who claims to be a 
king sets himself against the emperor.” 13When Pilate 
heard these words, he brought Jesus outside and sat 
on the judge’s bench at a place called The Stone 
Pavement, or in Hebrew Gabbatha. 14Now it was the 
day of Preparation for the Passover; and it was about 
noon. He said to the Jews, “Here is your King!” 
15They cried out, “Away with him! Away with him! 
Crucify him!” Pilate asked them, “Shall I crucify your 

King?” The chief priests answered, “We have no king 
but the emperor.” 
16Then he handed him over to them to be crucified.  

 

Secondary Text: Psalm 146 
1Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord, O my soul! 
2I will praise the Lord as long as I live; I will sing 
praises to my God all my life long. 
3Do not put your trust in princes, in mortals, in whom 
there is no help. 
4When their breath departs, they return to the earth; 
on that very day their plans perish. 
5Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, 
whose hope is in the Lord their God, 
6who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in 
them; who keeps faith forever; 
7who executes justice for the oppressed; who gives 
food to the hungry. The Lord sets the prisoners free; 
8the Lord opens the eyes of the blind. The Lord lifts 
up those who are bowed down; the Lord loves the 
righteous. 
9The Lord watches over the strangers; he upholds the 
orphan and the widow, but the way of the wicked he 
brings to ruin. 
10The Lord will reign forever, your God, O Zion, for 
all generations. Praise the Lord! 

 

Pronunciation Guide 

Gabbatha: GAB-uh-thuh 
  

19 
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Scripture Readings 

Dramatic Reading of the Text 

Readers: Narrator, Jews, Pilate, Jesus 

Narrator: Then Pilate took Jesus and had him 
flogged. And the soldiers wove a crown of thorns and 
put it on his head, and they dressed him in a purple 
robe. They kept coming up to him, saying,  

Jews: “Hail, King of the Jews!”  

Narrator: and striking him on the face. Pilate went 
out again and said to them,  

Pilate: “Look, I am bringing him out to you to let 
you know that I find no case against him.”  

Narrator: So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of 
thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them,  

Pilate: “Here is the man!”  

Narrator: When the chief priests and the police saw 
him, they shouted,  

Jews: “Crucify him! Crucify him!”  

Narrator: Pilate said to them,  

Pilate: “Take him yourselves and crucify him; I find 
no case against him.”  

Narrator: The Jews answered him,  

Jews: “We have a law, and according to that law he 
ought to die because he has claimed to be the Son of 
God.”  

Narrator: Now when Pilate heard this, he was more 
afraid than ever. He entered his headquarters again 
and asked Jesus,  

Pilate: “Where are you from?”  

Narrator: But Jesus gave him no answer. Pilate 
therefore said to him,  

Pilate: “Do you refuse to speak to me? Do you not 
know that I have power to release you, and power to 
crucify you?”  

Narrator: Jesus answered him,  

Jesus: “You would have no power over me unless it 
had been given you from above; therefore the one 
who handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin.”  

Narrator: From then on Pilate tried to release him, 
but the Jews cried out,  

Jews: “If you release this man, you are no friend of 
the emperor. Everyone who claims to be a king sets 
himself against the emperor.”  

Narrator: When Pilate heard these words, he brought 
Jesus outside and sat on the judge’s bench at a place 
called The Stone Pavement, or in Hebrew Gabbatha. 
Now it was the day of Preparation for the Passover; 
and it was about noon. He said to the Jews,  

Pilate: “Here is your King!”  

Narrator: They cried out,  

Jews: “Away with him! Away with him! Crucify him!”  

Narrator: Pilate asked them,  

Pilate: “Shall I crucify your King?”  

Narrator: The chief priests answered,  

Jews: “We have no king but the emperor.” 

Narrator: Then he handed him over to them to be 
crucified. 
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Theme and Liturgy 

Preaching Theme 

Main Idea: Sometimes surrender is the best way 
to victory. 

Jesus neither admitted nor denied the accusations 
against him. How could he? They were human 
accusations about human-made doctrines. Jesus was 
God being held to human standards.  

Though Jesus had enough wisdom to talk his way out 
of this, he didn’t try. He had enough followers to 
fight his way out of this, but he didn’t ask them to. 
Jesus knew that surrendering to the unstoppable wave 
of hatred and spite would have far more lasting 
effects than fighting. He came to bring God’s peace 
to this world. Fighting would be contrary to his entire 
message. He spoke with wisdom whenever the 
situation called for wisdom. Here, his refusal to beg 
for his life was wisdom. 

Surrender is not in our nature. We have an instinct for 
fight or flight. Surrender requires an internal strength 
and self-confidence. Especially when surrender ends 
in the way Jesus’ did. But sometimes surrender is the 
best way to victory. We can surrender our self-interest 
in favor of the interests of others. We can surrender 
control in favor of healing (think addiction). We can 
surrender over-achieving and impossible standards in 
favor of a healthy work-life balance. There are many 
ways we can surrender so that God can take over. In 
the end, Jesus’ surrender conquered sin and death, 
and we are blessed by it forever.  

Scripture Summary 

Pilate has the unenviable task of deciding the fate of 
an accused Jewish blasphemer. The religious issues 
are of no consequence to this Roman official, but 
sending an innocent man to death might agitate his 
conscience for a while. 

Call to Worship 

L: Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, 

C: Who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all 
that is in it. 

L: The Lord executes justice for the oppressed and 
sets the prisoners free; 

C: The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down, 
and upholds the orphan and the widow. 

L: The Lord will reign forever,  

C: Your God, O Zion, for all generations.  

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

L: We confess our sins before God and one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

L: Merciful God, 

C: We walk through these forty days in somber 
realization that we have not been your faithful 
servants. We have helped ourselves before 
helping others. We have denied our belonging 
to you out of fear, embarrassment, or timidity. 
And we have abandoned those who need us 
the most: the tormented, the unfortunate, and 
the powerless. Forgive us, Lord, for all that 
we have done and not done, and grant us your 
promised peace. Amen. 

L: God has never abandoned us, even when we felt 
most alone. Be assured of your pardon through 
the mercy of Jesus Christ, who goes before you 
and bids you follow after. Receive God’s 
forgiveness with thanksgiving. Amen. 
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Liturgy 

Prayer of the Day 

L: O Lord,  

C: You stand unmoved by the clamor of the 
angry crowd. Show us what it means to truly 
surrender, trusting in your ultimate power 
over all the forces of darkness. In Jesus’ name 
we pray. Amen. 

 

Offertory Prayer 

Your generosity persists, even when your servants are 
undeserving. Teach us the way of emptying ourselves, 
that we might be full of your spirit’s abundant life. 
Bless these gifts as a witness to a world indifferent to 
suffering and callous toward those in need. Have 
mercy, O Lord, we pray. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the Church 

L: We pray for the church, the world, and all those 
in need. 

A brief silence. 

L: God, we would sooner argue to justify ourselves 
than surrender and discover what treasures there 
may be in yielding to your will. Make Jesus our 
model of unwavering faithfulness and give us 
strength to be as courageous in the face of threats 
to our status and safety. Steadfast Lord, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: The cries of “crucify!” still ring in our ears, every 
time an innocent is punished, every time a guilty 
one goes unquestioned, every time your creation 
suffers from abuse and misuse. Forgive us and 
show us the way that leads to life. Steadfast Lord, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: The long-repentant season is nearly ended, and 
the day of reckoning is ever nearer. Accompany 
us on this journey, Lord, secure in the knowledge 
that your resurrection stands at the other end. 
Steadfast Lord, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: For all with no voice, make us advocates, O God. 
For those who are lonely or feel abandoned, 
makes us companions. And for all who suffer any 
illness or trial, make us bringers of a healing word 
and a steadying hand. We ask your mercies 
especially upon... Steadfast Lord, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: For all those who stood trials on behalf of your 
Gospel, and all who gave their lives in service to a 
larger truth, we give thanks. Join us to saints of 
old and those among us still, and number us 
among your redeemed. Steadfast Lord, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

Here other petitions may be offered. 

L: When prayers are not enough, move us to act as 
your faithful servants on earth, empowered by 
your spirit and inspired by your love. In Jesus’ 
name we pray. Amen.  

 

Eucharistic Invitation 

Happy are those whose hope is in the Lord our God. 
Happy are we to be drawn to this table of love, to 
receive the food and the drink of life. Let us gather in 
confidence that we will be accepted by the One who 
has never denied us anything. Come, eat, drink, and 
be made whole. 
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Liturgy 

Litany 

L: Don’t let the forces of evil overtake you, they say. 

C: Fight the good fight, to the bitter end, they 
tell us. 

L: Never say die. Never. 

C: But Jesus allowed evil to overtake the 
situation. 

L: He refused to fight. He died. 

C: Why did he fly in the face of conventional 
wisdom? 

L: Because he always did. Jesus always made us see 
things differently. 

C: In this case, he taught us about surrender. 

L: He was God. He could have stopped the bad 
guys. 

C: He could have beaten evil with one hand tied 
behind his back. 

L: But he didn’t. 

C: What does that say to us, today? 

L: Not that we shouldn’t fight against evil, not at all. 

C: Not that we should surrender without a fight. 

L: Jesus gave himself as the sacrifice so that evil was 
conquered, once and for all. 

C: And he asks us to believe that is so. 

L: He urges us towards peaceful protest, the radical 
love he showed the world— 

C: Shows the world still. 

L: Jesus died so that we don’t have to. 

C: Oh, we will take our last earthly breath 
someday. 

L: But the next breath, we will take in eternity. 

C: Jesus modeled surrender for us, that we may 
give ourselves up to God. 

L: To love. 

C: What do we surrender ourselves to? 

L: Do we ever surrender ourselves at all? 

C: Or do we hold ourselves in, hold ourselves 
together, tight as a drum? 

L: When do we just let go? 

C: When do we accept, truly accept, 

L: That whatever happens, God’s got it? 

C: Tough for humans to do. 

L: But we have the supreme example, right here. 

C: God and man, in one, in triumphant 
surrender. 

L: Ceding no ground to evil, but ceding everything 
to God. 

C: In this holy time of Lent, 

L: May we look evil fearlessly in the eye and say: 

C: I am, we are, more than you. 

L: Our love. Our grace. Our peace. 

C: Like falling backwards in trust into waiting 
arms. 

L: Let us fall fearlessly into the arms of our Lord, 

C: Confident that, in our peaceful surrender, we 
have won. Everything. 
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Creative Expression 

Spoken Word 

Props: Two rolled-up scrolls with writing on them, a 
small blanket. Place one scroll under the blanket, and 
one on top. 

 

Read:  

This is the story of the life of Jesus of Nazareth. (pick 
up scroll on blanket) 

In the beginning was the Word. And the Word was 
with God. And the word was God. 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, full 
of grace and truth. 

The Word was Jesus.  

And Jesus walked with the people, and Jesus called 
disciples. 

And Jesus turned water into wine, 

And fed 5000, 

And walked on water, 

And Jesus healed the people, 

And forgave sinners, 

And even raised the dead. 

Jesus lit up the world with his love. 

But there were those who hated him. (tear off a bit of the 
scroll) 

And Jesus knew that he would be killed. (tear off 
another bit) 

He knew he was going back to the Father, 

But he told his followers he would send the spirit to 
be with them always. 

One of his beloved followers betrayed him. (tear scroll) 

Another denied him. (tear scroll) 

Jesus was tried and sentenced to death. (tear) 

He was beaten, (tear) 

And mocked, (tear) 

And, finally, crucified. (tear remainder of scroll into bits) 

The power of evil had won, it seemed. 

From the moment Jesus, the Lord, was condemned, 

The story was over. (Point to torn pieces on floor) 

But if this was the end, as the people believed it 
was… 

How do we explain…this? (Lift blanket, pick up new 
scroll, unroll it) 

A new scroll. An untorn scroll. 

The story continues. 

The torn pieces put back together again. 

Jesus lived. 

Jesus lives. 

(read from new scroll) 

The Word is still spoken, and always will be, 

God with us, 

Forever and ever. 

Amen.
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Kids’ Storytime 

Main Message 

Jesus was killed even though he was innocent. 

 

Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
 

Setting the Scene/Background 

Kids have a black-and-white sense of fairness. They 
understand about getting in trouble and having 
consequences. Help them understand that Jesus was 
innocent of any crime, but that people were so afraid 
of him and his message of God’s unconditional love 
and redemption that they killed him anyway. 

Before reading the story, give the kids the context—
Jesus having loved and healed and condemned the 
powerful, then having been arrested and put on trial 
by Pontius Pilate. 

 

Telling the Story 

Tell the story using the KidStuff bulletin. 

 

Activity 

Have a discussion about getting in trouble. Have the 
kids ever gotten in trouble for something they didn’t 
do? How did that feel? Is it fair to have a 
consequence for something you didn’t do? 

Let the kids know that this is exactly what happened 
to Jesus. The truth was that Jesus’ message of love for 
all people no matter what was scary to the people 
who had power. Those people wanted to be in charge 
all the time, and Jesus’ message challenged them and 
said that only God was in charge. So in order to get 
rid of Jesus, they made up things he had done wrong 
in order to punish him. Was that okay? 

Reassure the kids that Jesus knew this would happen, 
and that even though it was terrible and scary for him, 
he was willing to die for us. 

 

Reflection Questions 

• Have I ever defended someone who got in 
trouble for something they didn’t do? 

• How does it feel to know that Jesus died for 
me? 

 

Next Week’s Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
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Scripture Readings 

Text: John 19:16b-22 
16So they took Jesus; 17and carrying the cross by 
himself, he went out to what is called The Place of 
the Skull, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha. 
18There they crucified him, and with him two others, 
one on either side, with Jesus between them. 
19Pilate also had an inscription written and put on the 
cross. It read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the 
Jews.” 20Many of the Jews read this inscription, 
because the place where Jesus was crucified was near 
the city; and it was written in Hebrew, in Latin, and in 
Greek. 21Then the chief priests of the Jews said to 
Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but, 
‘This man said, I am King of the Jews.’” 22Pilate 
answered, “What I have written I have written.” 

 

Secondary Text: Psalm 24 
1The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, the world, 
and those who live in it; 
2for he has founded it on the seas, and established it 
on the rivers. 
3Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord? And who shall 
stand in his holy place? 
4Those who have clean hands and pure hearts, who 
do not lift up their souls to what is false, and do not 
swear deceitfully. 
5They will receive blessing from the Lord, and 
vindication from the God of their salvation. 
6Such is the company of those who seek him, who 
seek the face of the God of Jacob. Selah 
7Lift up your heads, O gates! and be lifted up, O 
ancient doors! that the King of glory may come in. 

8Who is the King of glory? The Lord, strong and 
mighty, the Lord, mighty in battle. 
9Lift up your heads, O gates! and be lifted up, O 
ancient doors! that the King of glory may come in. 
10Who is this King of glory? The Lord of hosts, he is 
the King of glory. 

 

Pronunciation Guide 

Golgotha: GAHL-gah-thuh or gahl-GAH-thuh 
Bethsaida: behth-SAY-ih-duh 
Selah: SEE-luh 
 

Dramatic Reading of the Text 

Readers: Narrator, Priests, Pilate 

Narrator: So they took Jesus; and carrying the cross 
by himself, he went out to what is called The Place of 
the Skull, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha. There 
they crucified him, and with him two others, one on 
either side, with Jesus between them. Pilate also had 
an inscription written and put on the cross. It read, 
“Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” Many of 
the Jews read this inscription, because the place where 
Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it was 
written in Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek. Then the 
chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate,  

Priests: “Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but, 
‘This man said, I am King of the Jews.’”  

Narrator: Pilate answered,  

Pilate: “What I have written I have written.” 
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Scripture Readings 

Optional Text: John 12:12-27 
12The next day the great crowd that had come to the 
festival heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. 
13So they took branches of palm trees and went out to 
meet him, shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is the one 
who comes in the name of the Lord— the King of 
Israel!” 14Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it; as 
it is written: 15“Do not be afraid, daughter of Zion. 
Look, your king is coming, sitting on a donkey’s colt!” 
16His disciples did not understand these things at first; 
but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered 
that these things had been written of him and had 
been done to him. 17So the crowd that had been with 
him when he called Lazarus out of the tomb and 
raised him from the dead continued to testify. 18It was 
also because they heard that he had performed this 
sign that the crowd went to meet him. 19The Pharisees 
then said to one another, “You see, you can do 
nothing. Look, the world has gone after him!” 
20Now among those who went up to worship at the 
festival were some Greeks. 21They came to Philip, 
who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, 
“Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22Philip went and told 
Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 
23Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the 
Son of Man to be glorified. 24Very truly, I tell you, 
unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it 
remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much 
fruit. 25Those who love their life lose it, and those 
who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal 
life. 26Whoever serves me must follow me, and where 
I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves 
me, the Father will honor. 
27“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—
’Father, save me from this hour’? No, it is for this 
reason that I have come to this hour. 

 

Dramatic Reading of the Optional Text 

Readers: Narrator, Crowd, Pharisees, Greeks, Jesus 
Narrator: The next day the great crowd that had 
come to the festival heard that Jesus was coming to 
Jerusalem. So they took branches of palm trees and 
went out to meet him, shouting,  
Crowd: “Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in 
the name of the Lord— the King of Israel!”  
Narrator: Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it; 
as it is written: “Do not be afraid, daughter of Zion. 
Look, your king is coming, sitting on a donkey’s colt!” 
His disciples did not understand these things at first; 
but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered 
that these things had been written of him and had 
been done to him. So the crowd that had been with 
him when he called Lazarus out of the tomb and 
raised him from the dead continued to testify. It was 
also because they heard that he had performed this 
sign that the crowd went to meet him. The Pharisees 
then said to one another,  
Pharisees: “You see, you can do nothing. Look, the 
world has gone after him!” 
Narrator: Now among those who went up to worship 
at the festival were some Greeks. They came to Philip, 
who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him,  
Greeks: “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.”  
Narrator: Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew 
and Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus answered them,  
Jesus: “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be 
glorified. Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat 
falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single 
grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Those who 
love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in 
this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves 
me must follow me, and where I am, there will my 
servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will 
honor. Now my soul is troubled. And what should I 
say—’Father, save me from this hour’? No, it is for 
this reason that I have come to this hour.” 
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Theme and Liturgy 

Preaching Theme 
Main Idea: King Jesus was a leader for the 
people. 

There’s no question we are living through a period of 
history where political ideologies are polarized. As the 
US in particular continues to swing wildly from left to 
right to left, we are forced to grapple with what it 
means to be a leader. 

People long for a voice—someone to speak for them 
in a world loathe to listen. People long for change—
someone who can see not only where we have been, 
but also a path toward a better future. People long for 
a leader—someone who respects the responsibility 
entrusted to them and puts their very lives on the line 
for them. 

Jesus entered Jerusalem as a leader for the people—a 
long oppressed people, weary and frustrated. Jesus 
became the voice of people without a voice—the 
poor, disabled, working class, marginalized, women, 
children, men, sick, imprisoned. Jesus said hard words 
that other leaders did not want to hear, but they were 
words of truth and action. 

Jesus flipped the entire world on its head—lifting up 
the oppressed and bringing down the lofty. Jesus 
challenged the system and stuck a wrench into it so 
that change became necessary and unstoppable. 

Jesus held the responsibility of leadership close to his 
heart. He never stopped fighting for the people, even 
when the fight threatened—and took—his very life.  

Rarely have we seen leaders willing to give their lives 
for what they believe. Never have we seen leaders in 
our world as committed as Jesus to turn the tide 
toward real, lasting change. The people were right to 
claim Jesus as king, even if they had no idea what kind 
of king Jesus truly was. At this point in Jesus’ story, 
before his death and resurrection, the kingship of 
Jesus was everything the people wanted and needed 
for it to be—a voice, a change, and a leader willing to 
give everything to gain everything. 

 

Scripture Summary: John 19:16b-22 
Pilate thinks he is mocking Jesus when he writes, 
“King of the Jews” at the top of Jesus’ cross. Little 
does he know the man he is crucifying is, in fact, king 
of all!  

 

Call to Worship 
L: Lift up your heads, O gates! and be lifted up, O 

ancient doors!  

C: That the King of glory may come in. 

L: Who is the King of glory?  

C: The Lord, strong and mighty in battle. 

L: Who is this King of glory?  

C: The Lord of hosts is the King of glory.  
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Liturgy 

Confession and Forgiveness 
L: We confess our sins before God and one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 
L: Merciful God, 

C: We walk through these forty days in somber 
realization that we have not been your faithful 
servants. We have helped ourselves before 
helping others. We have denied our belonging 
to you out of fear, embarrassment, or timidity. 
And we have abandoned those who need us 
the most: the tormented, the unfortunate, and 
the powerless. Forgive us, Lord, for all that 
we have done and not done, and grant us your 
promised peace. Amen. 

L: God has never abandoned us, even when we felt 
most alone. Be assured of your pardon through 
the mercy of Jesus Christ, who goes before you 
and bids you follow after. Receive God’s 
forgiveness with thanksgiving. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

L: King eternal,  

C: You are the ruler of our hearts. Show us 
through your humble example what it truly 
means to lead, by giving all of yourself for the 
sake of your beloved. In your name we pray. 
Amen. 

 

Offertory Prayer 

As a grain of wheat gives itself to bear much fruit, so 
multiply these gifts unto your service and according 
to your will, O God. Teach us the joy of giving, that 
we may truly know the depths of your love for all. 
Amen. 

Prayers of the Church 

L: We pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

L: The crowd is on your side today, Lord, although 
their adoration won’t endure. Show us what true 
leadership looks like, even when the right action is 
not the popular one. King of Kings, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: The earth is yours and all that is in it. Creation 
cries out in praise to you. Even the branches wave 
to welcome you. Join our acclamations with all of 
nature in glorifying its Maker. King of Kings, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: What appears joyful now will soon turn hostile, O 
Lord. The week ahead will not be easy, but we 
will stay with you until the bitter end. And the joy 
to follow. Accompany us as we descend into the 
days to come. King of Kings, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Humble Lord, your compassion never wavers. As 
your popularity surged you never lost sight of 
those in need. Attend to those whose names we 
bring before you today, especially... King of Kings, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: You did not turn away from the difficulty of your 
mission, and neither did your servants in all times 
and places. Strengthen us all to continue the work, 
until we find eternal rest in you. King of Kings, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

Here other petitions may be offered. 

L: We entrust our prayers and all for whom we bring 
petitions to your capable hands, knowing that you 
alone have the power to save us. Hosanna! Amen.  
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Liturgy 

Eucharistic Invitation 

Grains have died and the fruit blossomed so that we 
could share this meal today. We praise the Creator 
and the giver of our food and drink, the lord of our 
salvation and the king of our souls. Come and feast 
with your Lord at his holy table! 

 

Litany 

L: Ride on, King Jesus! 

C: No man can hinder me! 

L: Ride on, King Jesus Christ! 

C: No man can hinder me! 

L: A beloved spiritual, 

C: A wholehearted, joyful song to a King, 

L: A triumphant leader of the people, 

C: Coming into Jerusalem in glory. 

L: What a contrast, just a few days later! 

C: This “King of the Jews” was not honored, but 
reviled. 

L: This King Jesus was hung on a cross,  

C: With an inscription over his head, in three 
languages, for all to read: 

L: “This is the King of the Jews,” 

C: Making a mockery of what had been 
reverence. 

L: The people were so confused. 

C: What happened to their leader, their savior? 

L: Who hijacked their story? 

C: Suddenly, the people were not protected. 
They were not free. 

 

L: Suddenly, their “king” was a common criminal, 
justifiably executed. 

C: But some held out hope. 

L: Some understood that there is a king of God’s 
kingdom, who is not like earthly kings. 

C: A king who willingly dies for his people. 

L: A king who understands that this end, is not THE 
end. 

C: A king who withstands the ridicule and the 
torture, 

L: And who, incredibly, forgives it all. Forgives them 
all. 

C: The Palm Sunday King and the Good Friday 
King… 

L: Are one and the same. 

C: And the people are saved indeed… 

L: By the sacrifice of the most unlikely royalty. 

C: And saved for all eternity. 

L: Ride on, King Jesus! 

C: No one can hinder us! 

 

Creative Expression 

Congregational Art 

Supplies: A large, wooden cross covered in chicken 
wire; palms; a sign that says, “Jesus of Nazareth, the 
King of the Jews.” 

During the Creative Expression portion of worship, 
invite the congregation to place their palms onto the 
cross to represent how quickly the crowds went from 
“Hosanna!” to “Crucify Him!” When the palms are 
on the cross, invite someone to add Pilate’s sign. 
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Kids’ Storytime 

Main Message 

Jesus rules over all, even though he was killed. 

 

Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
 

Setting the Scene/Background 

Remind the kids of the Kids’ Storytime from March 
27, when you talked about how Jesus was a different 
kind of king. Discuss the ways Jesus’ kingship was 
about loving and caring for all people, no matter 
what. Yet even though Jesus was a king, he was killed. 

 

Telling the Story 

Tell the story using the KidStuff bulletin. 

 

Activity 

Discuss how some people think Pilate put that sign 
above Jesus to make fun of him. To say that if Jesus 
was really a king, he wouldn’t be dying here. Or to 
give a warning that anyone who said they were a king 
would be killed by the Roman Empire. Yet Jesus was 
a king and Jesus did die. 

When Jesus died, did he stop being a king? Did he 
stop ruling over all the world? Why do the kids think 
so? How could Jesus rule if he was killed? Hint about 
Easter coming up, but don’t be tempted to rush to 
fulfillment. Let the kids know that the story isn’t over 
yet. For now, we trust that Jesus is still the ruler over 
all. And we wait. 

Reflection Questions 

• Why do I think Jesus had to die? 
• Do I think Jesus rules the whole world? 

 

Stuff to Consider 

This is a deep subject, probably way over the heads of 
most kids (and adults). Keep it as simple as possible, 
leaving it open-ended for Easter without making it 
seem like the cross only matters because of the 
resurrection. It matters in its own right. 

 

Thursday’s Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• A will 
 

Friday’s Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• Spices 
• Oils 
 

Sunday’s Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• Streamers 
• Whistles 
• Kazoos 
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Scripture Readings 

Text: John 19:23-30 
23When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his 
clothes and divided them into four parts, one for each 
soldier. They also took his tunic; now the tunic was 
seamless, woven in one piece from the top. 24So they 
said to one another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots 
for it to see who will get it.” This was to fulfill what 
the scripture says, “They divided my clothes among 
themselves, and for my clothing they cast lots.” 25And 
that is what the soldiers did. Meanwhile, standing near 
the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s 
sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 
26When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom 
he loved standing beside her, he said to his mother, 
“Woman, here is your son.” 27Then he said to the 
disciple, “Here is your mother.” And from that hour 
the disciple took her into his own home. 28After this, 
when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in 
order to fulfill the scripture), “I am thirsty.” 29A jar 
full of sour wine was standing there. So they put a 
sponge full of the wine on a branch of hyssop and 
held it to his mouth. 30When Jesus had received the 
wine, he said, “It is finished.” Then he bowed his 
head and gave up his spirit. 

 

Secondary Text: Psalm 26:3 
3For your steadfast love is before my eyes, and I walk 
in faithfulness to you. 

 

Pronunciation Guide 

Magdalene: MAG-duh-lehn 
Clopas: KLO-pas 
Hyssop: HIH-suhp 
 

Dramatic Reading of the Text 

Readers: Narrator, Soldiers, Jesus 

Narrator: When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they 
took his clothes and divided them into four parts, one 
for each soldier. They also took his tunic; now the 
tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from the top. 
So they said to one another,  

Soldiers: “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see 
who will get it.”  

Narrator: This was to fulfill what the scripture says, 
“They divided my clothes among themselves, and for 
my clothing they cast lots.” And that is what the 
soldiers did. Meanwhile, standing near the cross of 
Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary 
the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus 
saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved 
standing beside her, he said to his mother,  

Jesus: “Woman, here is your son.”  

Narrator: Then he said to the disciple,  

Jesus: “Here is your mother.”  

Narrator: And from that hour the disciple took her 
into his own home. After this, when Jesus knew that 
all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfill the 
scripture),  

Jesus: “I am thirsty.”  

Narrator: A jar full of sour wine was standing there. 
So they put a sponge full of the wine on a branch of 
hyssop and held it to his mouth. When Jesus had 
received the wine, he said,  

Jesus: “It is finished.”  

Narrator: Then he bowed his head and gave up his 
spirit. 
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Theme and Liturgy 

Preaching Theme 

Main Idea: Tonight, we sit uncomfortably in the 
grief and despair of losing Jesus. 

Even as he died, Jesus clung to his identity to the very 
last breath. Hanging on a cross, tortured and 
despairing, his thoughts were for his mother who was 
losing her son, and his disciples who were losing their 
rabbi, teacher, and friend. “Woman, here is your son.” 
To his disciple, “Here is your mother.” Jesus knew 
the work was not finished, and he entrusted his loved 
ones into the care of one another so that they could 
console each other, find strength in one another, and 
continue his work after his departure. 

Today marks the first of the most desolate three days 
we recognize each year. The time when we remember 
and feel the absence of Jesus, the loss, the grief, and 
the gravity of the things Jesus bore for us. While it is 
tempting to rush toward relief from that grief, let us 
sit with the discomfort. This time of reflection can be 
cathartic and healing. 

 

Scripture Summary 

While soldiers casually gamble for his clothing, Jesus 
transcends his own personal suffering to spare a 
thought for his mother. Faithful to the end, the Lord 
of life does not resist even an unjust death. 

 

 

 

Call to Worship 

L: In the midst of sorrow and pain, 

C: Your steadfast love endures forever. 

L: Throughout humiliation and grief, 

C: Your steadfast love endures forever. 

L: For the sake of all, strangers and friends, 

C: Your steadfast love endures forever. 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

L: We confess our sins before God and one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

L: Merciful God, 

C: We walk through these forty days in somber 
realization that we have not been your faithful 
servants. We have helped ourselves before 
helping others. We have denied our belonging 
to you out of fear, embarrassment, or timidity. 
And we have abandoned those who need us 
the most: the tormented, the unfortunate, and 
the powerless. Forgive us, Lord, for all that 
we have done and not done, and grant us your 
promised peace. Amen. 

L: God has never abandoned us, even when we felt 
most alone. Be assured of your pardon through 
the mercy of Jesus Christ, who goes before you 
and bids you follow after. Receive God’s 
forgiveness with thanksgiving. Amen. 
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Liturgy 

Prayer of the Day 

L: Mighty God,  

C: You bore your own suffering with dignity and 
mercy. Give us a measure of your mercy as we 
walk this road of sorrows by your side. In 
your holy name we pray. Amen. 

 

Offertory Prayer 

From the brokenness of grieving hearts, we pour out 
these gifts of love in thanksgiving for all that you are 
to us. It is the least that we can do. Receive them and 
bless them as you do all things, for the sake of your 
beloved Son. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the Church 

L: We pray for the church, the world, and all those 
in need. 

A brief silence. 

L: Lord, you never missed a moment to show 
compassion to those around you. May we learn 
what it means to truly care for one another by 
your gracious example. Merciful God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Creation weeps as you make your way toward the 
end, dear savior: an innocent lamb undeserving of 
death. Forgive the lack of vision that still destroys 
what is good, beautiful, and life-giving. Merciful 
God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

 

L: On this your final night on earth, gather us 
around your table to remember all that you have 
given up for us. Give us comfort in your presence 
and hope in your promises. Merciful God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: For those who suffer without complaining, those 
who struggle without sharing, and those who 
know no relief from pain, we ask your healing and 
compassion. Please bestow your grace most 
especially upon... Merciful God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: With your mother Mary, your beloved disciple, 
and all those who first followed you, we grieve at 
the sight of your persecution and death. 
Strengthen us in the certain hope of your 
resurrection, when you will gather all to yourself. 
Merciful God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

Here other petitions may be offered. 

L: It is finished, Lord. But it is not the end. Accept 
our prayers and lift up our heads to behold your 
glory made complete on a cross. For the sake of 
our crucified Savior we pray. Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Invitation 

The night of your betrayal was your final meal with 
those whom you loved. Join us now in thanksgiving 
as we receive your body and blood, and along with it 
the promise of your eternal life. Come and eat, drink, 
and be made whole. 
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Liturgy 

Litany 

L: Famous last words. 

C: There are books full of them. People who said 
memorable things on their deathbeds. 

L: Some darkly funny, some profound. 

C: We don’t always get a chance to utter well 
thought out last words. 

L: Death often takes us unawares, the space between 
words, instead of the period after them. 

C: So, the last words we do hear about have 
great meaning. 

L: These are people with one foot on earth and one 
in heaven. 

C: People who can tell us their final thoughts 
and observations as they near the end of their 
stay here. 

L: Jesus too had famous last words, several of them. 

C: “I thirst.” 
L: “Father, forgive them.” 

C: “It is finished.” 
L: “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.” 

C: And these poignant words: “Woman, behold 
your son. Son, behold your mother.” 

L: Jesus gives Mary, his mother, to John the beloved 
disciple, to be mother and son, to care for each 
other, to comfort each other. 

C: Mary, a widow, will always have a home. 
L: John, a heartsick friend of Jesus, will always have 

a sweet reminder of him with Jesus’ much-loved 
mother. 

C: Even hanging on the cross in agony, Jesus 
thinks of those he cares for most on earth, his 
family. 

 

 
 
L: His great love extends past his pain to see that 

others will be all right. 

C: Can we have the compassion and strength to 
do that in our final hours? 

L: Can our famous last words be words of love? 

C: Can they be beautiful words of reconciliation 
and forgiveness and closure? 

L: When we are on the brink of eternity, can we 
offer words of light and hope to those we leave 
behind? 

C: Because there is so much to hope for, in this 
world and the next. 

L: There will always be troubles, but there will also 
always be beauty and brilliance. 

C: We pray for the gift of famous last words, 

L: Or even not so famous, but memorable to our 
loved ones. 

C: May we, like Jesus, give those we love to each 
other as gifts. 

L: Mary and John, our friends and families to one 
another. 

C: To hold each other close in this time of 
sorrow. 

L: And to be there, together, when the dawn will 
break at last. 

All: Amen. 
 
 

Creative Expression 

Holy Communion 

Invite your congregation to bring homemade bread to 
worship. Use this bread in your communion service. 
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Kids’ Storytime 

Main Message 

Jesus calls us to care for each other. 

 

Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• A will 
 

Setting the Scene/Background 

Show the kids the will document. Ask if anyone 
knows what a will is for. Discuss how we prepare for 
our own deaths by giving instructions for what should 
happen to us and our belongings after we die. 
Mention that when kids are involved, parents and 
guardians include in their wills who will take care of 
their kids if anything happens to them. 

Jesus didn’t have an actual will, but he did give some 
instructions as he was dying. 

 

Telling the Story 

Tell the story using the KidStuff bulletin. 

 

Activity 

Discuss how in Jesus’ case, it wasn’t kids he needed to 
have taken care of, but his mother. Jesus would not 
be able to take care of his mother anymore, so he 
asked his friend to take care of her. We can see from 
this an example of how important it is to Jesus that all 
people care for one another the way Jesus cares for 
us. It’s like that was his will.  

 

What are some ways we can do what Jesus asks of us? 
Who can we take care of? What about caring for the 
earth? We can faithfully carry out Jesus’ call to each of 
us, just as John took care of Mary for the rest of her 
life. 

 

Reflection Questions 

• How do I care for the people and things 
around me? 

• Who else would I trust to take care of my 
things? 

 

Stuff to Consider 

Little kids don’t have much of a concept of death, 
though some might find the thought of their parents 
dying/having a will distressing. Be prepared to 
reassure kids that a will is “just in case” and they don’t 
need to worry about those things today. 

 

Tomorrow’s Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• Spices 
• Oils 
 

Sunday’s Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• Streamers 
• Whistles 
• Kazoos 
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Planning Worksheet 

Preaching Themes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Setting 

 

 

 

Hymns 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Choral Music/Special Music 

 

 

 

Kids’ Storytime Ideas 

 

 

 

 

 

Skit or Creative Ideas 

 

 

 

 

 

Props for Kids’ Storytime or Skit 

 

 

 

Special Events (Baptism, New Members) 
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Scripture Readings 

 

Text: John 19:31-42 
31Since it was the day of Preparation, the Jews did not 
want the bodies left on the cross during the sabbath, 
especially because that sabbath was a day of great 
solemnity. So they asked Pilate to have the legs of the 
crucified men broken and the bodies removed. 32Then 
the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first and 
of the other who had been crucified with him. 33But 
when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already 
dead, they did not break his legs. 34Instead, one of the 
soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once 
blood and water came out. 35(He who saw this has 
testified so that you also may believe. His testimony is 
true, and he knows that he tells the truth.) 36These 
things occurred so that the scripture might be 
fulfilled, “None of his bones shall be broken.” 37And 
again another passage of scripture says, “They will 
look on the one whom they have pierced.” 
38After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a 
disciple of Jesus, though a secret one because of his 
fear of the Jews, asked Pilate to let him take away the 
body of Jesus. Pilate gave him permission; so he came 
and removed his body. 39Nicodemus, who had at first 
come to Jesus by night, also came, bringing a mixture 
of myrrh and aloes, weighing about a hundred 
pounds. 40They took the body of Jesus and wrapped it 
with the spices in linen cloths, according to the burial 
custom of the Jews. 41Now there was a garden in the 
place where he was crucified, and in the garden there 
was a new tomb in which no one had ever been laid. 
42And so, because it was the Jewish day of 
Preparation, and the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus 
there. 

 

 

Secondary Text: Psalm 31:9-18 
9Be gracious to me, O Lord, for I am in distress; my 
eye wastes away from grief, my soul and body also. 
10For my life is spent with sorrow, and my years with 
sighing; my strength fails because of my misery, and 
my bones waste away. 
11I am the scorn of all my adversaries, a horror to my 
neighbors, an object of dread to my acquaintances; 
those who see me in the street flee from me. 
12I have passed out of mind like one who is dead; I 
have become like a broken vessel. 
13For I hear the whispering of many— terror all 
around!— as they scheme together against me, as they 
plot to take my life. 
14But I trust in you, O Lord; I say, “You are my 
God.” 
15My times are in your hand; deliver me from the 
hand of my enemies and persecutors. 
16Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in 
your steadfast love. 
17Do not let me be put to shame, O Lord, for I call on 
you; let the wicked be put to shame; let them go 
dumbfounded to Sheol. 
18Let the lying lips be stilled that speak insolently 
against the righteous with pride and contempt. 

 

Pronunciation Guide 

Arimathea: ehr-uh-muh-THEE-uh 
Nicodemus: nih-ko-DEE-muhs 
Sheol: SHEE-ol 
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Scripture Readings 

Dramatic Reading of the Text 

Readers: Narrator 1, Narrator 2 

Narrator 1: Since it was the day of Preparation, the 
Jews did not want the bodies left on the cross during 
the sabbath, especially because that sabbath was a day 
of great solemnity. So they asked Pilate to have the 
legs of the crucified men broken and the bodies 
removed. Then the soldiers came and broke the legs 
of the first and of the other who had been crucified 
with him. But when they came to Jesus and saw that 
he was already dead, they did not break his legs. 
Instead, one of the soldiers pierced his side with a 
spear, and at once blood and water came out.  

Narrator 2: (He who saw this has testified so that 
you also may believe. His testimony is true, and he 
knows that he tells the truth.) These things occurred 
so that the scripture might be fulfilled, “None of his 
bones shall be broken.” And again another passage of 
scripture says, “They will look on the one whom they 
have pierced.” 

Narrator 1: After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, 
who was a disciple of Jesus, though a secret one 
because of his fear of the Jews, asked Pilate to let him 
take away the body of Jesus. Pilate gave him 
permission; so he came and removed his body. 
Nicodemus, who had at first come to Jesus by night, 
also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, 
weighing about a hundred pounds.  

Narrator 2: They took the body of Jesus and 
wrapped it with the spices in linen cloths, according 
to the burial custom of the Jews. Now there was a 
garden in the place where he was crucified, and in the 
garden there was a new tomb in which no one had 
ever been laid. And so, because it was the Jewish day 
of Preparation, and the tomb was nearby, they laid 
Jesus there. 
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Theme and Liturgy 

Preaching Theme 

Main Idea: Today, we can pause to give Jesus the 
respect a king deserves. 

This story in John shows much more action between 
Jesus’ death and resurrection than in the other 
gospels. It mirrors the theme woven throughout the 
gospel of John, that Jesus was not the only person 
acting to make change in the world. Jesus gathered, 
taught, and equipped his disciples to carry on his 
work—work that we continue to do today. 

Here we see the tenderness of his followers who have 
loved him so dearly. They could not stand to see Jesus 
left on the cross or discarded as garbage, despite the 
horrific and humiliating nature of his death. They 
took his body, prepared it according to custom, and 
placed him in a tomb where no one else had ever 
been laid. To them, Jesus was still their king, and they 
treated him with the respect a king deserves. While we 
wait for the turning of this story, we can pause to give 
Jesus the respect a king deserves. 

 

Scripture Summary 

Jesus is dead, but unbroken. His followers, helpless to 
alter his fate, can now do no more for him than give 
him a proper ceremonial burial, with full anointing 
and an honorable resting place. 

 

 

 

 

 

Call to Worship 

L: Be gracious to me, O Lord, for I am in distress;  

C: My eye wastes away from grief, my soul and 
body also. 

L: But I trust in you, O Lord;  

C: I say, “You are my God.” 

L: Let your face shine upon your servant;  

C: Save me in your steadfast love. 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

L: We confess our sins before God and one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

L: Merciful God, 

C: We walk through these forty days in somber 
realization that we have not been your faithful 
servants. We have helped ourselves before 
helping others. We have denied our belonging 
to you out of fear, embarrassment, or timidity. 
And we have abandoned those who need us 
the most: the tormented, the unfortunate, and 
the powerless. Forgive us, Lord, for all that 
we have done and not done, and grant us your 
promised peace. Amen. 

L: God has never abandoned us, even when we felt 
most alone. Be assured of your pardon through 
the mercy of Jesus Christ, who goes before you 
and bids you follow after. Receive God’s 
forgiveness with thanksgiving. Amen. 
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Liturgy 

Prayer of the Day 

L: Passover Lamb,  

C: Even in death, you are the fulfillment of the 
prophecy, and the promise of coming 
redemption. Console us in our grief and do 
not let our eyes waver from you, in your most 
precious name. Amen. 

 

Offertory Prayer 

Gifts of precious oils and an unused tomb—this is 
what your beloved ones offered when they could do 
no more for you. Bless these gifts and remind us that 
we always have something worth bringing to you, our 
dear Savior. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the Church 

L: We pray for the church, the world, and all those 
in need. 

A brief silence. 

L: This is the day we have been dreading, O Lord. 
Silence the fears of our hearts and hold us close 
to your wounded side, that we never lose sight of 
how much you care for us. Beloved Lord, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: A tranquil garden holds the body of our crucified 
Master. Let us be still as he rests in the arms of 
creation, in a slow and silent hibernation, awaiting 
the first breath of the spirit’s life. Beloved Lord, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Even on the day of Preparation, your followers 
made time for what was most important, giving 
you a proper, loving burial. Hold before us what 
matters most during this impending holiday time, 
and keep our eyes on you. Beloved Lord, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: The oils of anointing were poured on your 
wounded body, just as you pour your blessings 
out on all in need of healing. Grant a special 
measure of your compassion to... Beloved Lord, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: With Joseph and Nicodemus and all your faithful 
followers we honor this solemn day and await 
your resurrection, in which we have been 
promised a share. Beloved Lord, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

Here other petitions may be offered. 

L: Grant us peace not of this world, and hear the 
prayers we offer, both aloud and in the 
unutterable silence of our hearts. In your gracious 
name we pray. Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Invitation 

Let your face shine upon your servants, O Lord, and 
save us in your steadfast love. May we gather at our 
Savior’s table, as a witness to his gift of love offered 
to us, and to all. 
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Liturgy 

Litany 

L: And here we come to the end of the saddest day 
of all. 

C: Jesus, our Lord and our God, has been killed. 

L: And now his followers, his heartbroken disciples, 
have come to claim his battered body, 

C: To pay last respects in the only way they 
know, 

L: To anoint his body with spices, to wrap him and 
lay him in a tomb. 

C: It is the least, and the last, they can do. 

L: Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus come to 
prepare Jesus for burial. 

C: Nicodemus, the Pharisee who had come to 
Jesus by night with his questions. 

L: That same Nicodemus comes by day without 
questions, to honor the body of Jesus. 

C: And the soldiers break the legs of the 
crucified, but they do not break Jesus’ legs. 

L: They pierce his side with a gush of blood and 
water. 

C: And so, scripture is fulfilled again, as it has 
been Jesus’ whole life. 

L: He is the meaning of scripture, the one every 
book of the Bible points to. 

C: The baby Emmanuel, God with us, was with 
us to the end. 

L: And is with us still. 

 

 

 

C: As we reach this Good Friday, how do we 
honor Jesus? 

L: We honor him by remembering his sacrifice, and 
God’s boundless love for us. 

C: We honor him by living as he lived, full of 
grace and peace. 

L: We can no longer anoint his body physically, as it 
was done that first Good Friday. 

C: But there is no body now to anoint. 

L: So we honor his life with ours, 

C: And we offer him our hopes and dreams, our 
successes and failures, our joy, and our pain. 

L: We give him our human existence in memory of 
the human existence he experienced with us. 

C: We may no longer stand at the tomb, but we 
stand with our brothers and sisters in our still-
broken world. 

L: We pray the same prayer his friends prayed that 
long ago, terrible day: 

C: Come, Lord Jesus! Live in our hearts! Help us 
bring peace! 

 

Creative Expression 

Ritual Mourning 

Weave some of your congregation’s funeral traditions 
into tonight’s service.  
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Kids’ Storytime 

Main Message 

Jesus died and was buried according to the traditions 
of that time. 

 

Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• Spices 
• Oils 
 

Setting the Scene/Background 

Ask if any of the kids has ever been to a funeral. 
What are some of the customs or traditions we follow 
when someone dies (coffin, funeral service, flowers, 
burial, luncheon, etc.) Tell the kids that different 
people in different times all over the world have 
different customs when someone dies. 

 

Telling the Story 

Tell the story using the KidStuff bulletin. 

 

Activity 

Show the kids some spices (any from your cupboard) 
and some oils, (like myrrh or olive oil), and talk with 
the kids about the burial customs in Jesus’ time.  

It was the Jewish custom to clean the body with oil 
and water to get it ready for burial. Loved ones did 

this—there were no funeral homes to call. There were 
no coffins. Instead, the body was wrapped in a cloth 
and then laid in a tomb. The whole process usually 
happened the day the person died.  

Discuss how, when Jesus’ friends did this for Jesus, 
it’s because they believed they would never see Jesus 
again. Talk about how we feel when we lose a loved 
one, and how bad it must have felt to Jesus’ friends. 
We observe Good Friday to remember that Jesus died 
and how sad that was for everyone. 

 

Reflection Questions 

• What is the saddest I have ever been? 
• What can I do when I am sad to help me feel 

better? 

 

Stuff to Consider 

If kids have lost someone close to them, this may be a 
difficult time for them. Assure them they are not 
alone in their grief. 

 

Sunday’s Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• Streamers 
• Whistles 
• Kazoos 
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Planning Worksheet 

Preaching Themes 
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Hymns 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Choral Music/Special Music 

 

 

 

Kids’ Storytime Ideas 
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Scripture Readings 

Text: John 20:1-18 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was 
still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb 

and saw that the stone had been removed from the 
tomb. 2So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the 
other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to 
them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, 
and we do not know where they have laid him.” 
3Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went 
toward the tomb. 4The two were running together, 
but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the 
tomb first. 5He bent down to look in and saw the 
linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. 
6Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went 
into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying 
there, 7and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not 
lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place 
by itself. 8Then the other disciple, who reached the 
tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9for 
as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he 
must rise from the dead. 10Then the disciples returned 
to their homes. 
11But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she 
wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; 12and she 
saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of 
Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at 
the feet. 13They said to her, “Woman, why are you 
weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away 
my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid 
him.” 14When she had said this, she turned around 
and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know 
that it was Jesus. 15Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are 
you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing 
him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you 
have carried him away, tell me where you have laid 
him, and I will take him away.” 16Jesus said to her, 
“Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, 
“Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). 17Jesus said to 

her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet 
ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and 
say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your 
Father, to my God and your God.’” 18Mary 
Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I 
have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had 
said these things to her. 

 

Secondary Text: Psalm 118:21-29 
21I thank you that you have answered me and have 
become my salvation. 
22The stone that the builders rejected has become the 
chief cornerstone. 
23This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. 
24This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice 
and be glad in it. 
25Save us, we beseech you, O Lord! O Lord, we 
beseech you, give us success! 
26Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the 
Lord. We bless you from the house of the Lord. 
27The Lord is God, and he has given us light. Bind the 
festal procession with branches, up to the horns of 
the altar. 
28You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; you 
are my God, I will extol you. 
29O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his 
steadfast love endures forever. 

 

Pronunciation Guide 

Magdalene: MAG-duh-lehn 
  

20 
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Scripture Readings 

Dramatic Reading of the Text 

Readers: Narrator, Mary, Angels, Jesus 

Narrator: Early on the first day of the week, while it 
was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and 
saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 
So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other 
disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them,  

Mary: “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, 
and we do not know where they have laid him.”  

Narrator: Then Peter and the other disciple set out 
and went toward the tomb. The two were running 
together, but the other disciple outran Peter and 
reached the tomb first. He bent down to look in and 
saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go 
in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went 
into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying 
there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not 
lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place 
by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the 
tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for 
as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he 
must rise from the dead. Then the disciples returned 
to their homes. But Mary stood weeping outside the 
tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the 
tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where 
the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and 
the other at the feet. They said to her,  

Angels: “Woman, why are you weeping?”  

Narrator: She said to them,  

Mary: “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not 
know where they have laid him.”  

Narrator: When she had said this, she turned around 
and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know 
that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her,  

Jesus: “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are 
you looking for?”  

Narrator: Supposing him to be the gardener, she said 
to him,  

Mary: “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me 
where you have laid him, and I will take him away.”  

Narrator: Jesus said to her,  

Jesus: “Mary!”  

Narrator: She turned and said to him in Hebrew,  

Mary: “Rabbouni!”  

Narrator: (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her,  

Jesus: “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet 
ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and 
say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your 
Father, to my God and your God.’”  

Narrator: Mary Magdalene went and announced to 
the disciples,  

Mary: “I have seen the Lord”;  

Narrator: and she told them that he had said these 
things to her. 
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Theme and Liturgy 

Preaching Theme 

Main Idea: There is an excitement and urgency 
to the work that the risen Jesus has set out for us 
to do. 

With love, tenderness, and respect, Jesus’ followers 
had placed his body in a tomb and had wrapped it 
with spices in linens to preserve it and honor him as 
their king. What a terrible shock it must have been for 
his followers—Mary, Peter, John—to discover that 
his body had been removed from the tomb!  

Without the body, there is no closure, and healing 
from grief is drawn out—there is no end when the 
loss is unknown. 

As if they hadn’t been through enough, the disciples 
now had to face this final insult. How would they 
move on? But then, a glimmer of hope—witnesses 
(angels) who might know what happened. And then 
the gardener—surely he would know what had 
happened. And then the greatest surprise ever to 
occur on this earth—the gardener was Jesus himself! 

What a whirlwind of emotions Mary must have felt! 
From the lowest low to the highest high in an instant! 
But there was no time to linger—Jesus had work for 
Mary and the other disciples. Mary returned 
immediately to share the good news. He is risen! 

There is an immediacy, anticipation, and excitement 
about this event. It seems there is no time to revel in 
the miracle; there is work to be done and it is pressing. 
Mary is already sent—the others soon will be. 

Sometimes I think many of us have become too 
complacent in heeding God’s call. We have lost our 
sense of urgency. Maybe this Easter we can revel in 
the miracle of Jesus’ resurrection—for a moment—
and then get to work! Whether the work is small or 
big, the urgency and excitement we bring can effect 
change in the world. 

Scripture Summary 

Disbelief at finding Jesus’ body missing from his 
tomb soon becomes unbelievable joy at his having 
been raised. They should’ve known their teacher 
wouldn’t stay put for long. 

 

Call to Worship 

L: Christ is risen! 

C: He is risen indeed! 

L: This is the day that the Lord has made! 

C: Let us rejoice and be glad! 

L: Give thanks to the Lord our God! 

C: Whose steadfast love endures forever. 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

L: We confess our sins before God and one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

L: Lord of life, 

C: Though you have made all things new, we 
still cling to the old. Forgive us when we 
doubt your presence, resist your call, and lose 
heart in the face of challenges. Remind us 
that you are bigger than our problems, our 
petty concerns, and foolish preoccupations, 
and restore us with your all-consuming love. 
Amen. 

L: Jesus is risen indeed, and we have received the 
most precious blessing: life eternal in his 
kingdom. Neither sin nor evil has the power to 
separate us from the One who loves us, and the 
One who forgives us in the name of the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
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Liturgy 

Prayer of the Day 

L: Risen Lord,  

C: Good Friday grief has given way to Easter joy! 
Cheer our hearts with the good news of your 
resurrection, O Lord, and drive us forth to 
proclaim it to the world. In your name we 
pray. Amen. 

 

Offertory Prayer 

Mary came bringing a tribute to the Lord’s grave, and 
instead received a gift without measure—the news of 
his rising in glory. Bless our gifts that they may be a 
blessing that reaches beyond our wildest imagining, to 
a world beyond our neighborhood, to the praise of 
your name. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the Church 

L: We pray for the church, the world, and all those 
in need. 

A brief silence. 

L: The disciples couldn’t run fast enough to spread 
the good news of Easter! So, too, light the fire 
under us to carry out your work in the world. 
Risen Lord, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Flowers, fields and skies are alive with the joy of 
new life and renewal, a reflection of your 
resurrection from the dead. Join our praise with 
all creation and make of us one chorus of earthly 
joy. Risen Lord, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: On this day filled with eggs, chocolates, family 
meals and gatherings, may we linger long enough 
at your empty tomb to renew our joy at your 
rising, a miracle which has changed everything 
and stands at the center of our Christian lives. 
Risen Lord, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: In your resurrection, we are made new, brought 
to life from everything that would dampen our joy 
and depress our spirits. Revive us and heal those 
places where we still long for wholeness, and send 
your loving spirit especially to... Risen Lord, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: It is for this day that all your saints gather in 
eternal praise around your throne. Keep us ever 
mindful that in you we have our lives, and 
because of you, death has no power. Risen Lord, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

Here other petitions may be offered. 

L: Christ is risen indeed. Hear all our prayers and 
gather them into one great joyful offering of 
praise, to the glory of our resurrected Savior. 
Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Invitation 

Could there be a better day for a celebration? And 
what better way to celebrate than around the table, 
over the bread and cup which our Savior first offered 
to his faithful disciples. Come now and be fed, that 
our joy may be complete. 
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Liturgy 

Litany 

L: “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not 
know where they have laid him.” 

C: And she didn’t. Mary Magdalene had no idea. 

L: Neither did the others who came to the tomb. 

C: There was no blueprint for Resurrection. No 
precedent for rising again. 

L: So, of course, they assumed that Jesus’ body had 
been taken away. 

C: John’s Gospel says the disciples believed, but 
did not understand that their Lord must rise 
from the dead. What did they really believe? 

L: Mary, outside the tomb, did not pretend to 
comprehend. She just wept. 

C: And who of those did Jesus appear to first? 

L: Not the ones who went back to their homes. 

C: Not the ones who thought they “got it.” 

L: Jesus appeared to the weeping, grieving woman. 

C: Jesus appeared to Mary. 

L: And even then, Mary kept crying. 

C: Thinking Jesus was the gardener, she said: 

L: “They have taken away my Lord. 

C: Tell me where you have laid him.” 

L: And he said, “Mary.” 

C: Just “Mary.” 

L: And suddenly Mary saw Jesus standing beside her, 
no gardener. Her Lord. 

C: “Rabboni! Teacher!” She cried out. 

L: “Don’t hold onto me,” said Jesus. 

C: No one had ever done this before. No one 
had risen from the dead. 

 

L: “I am going to my Father, your father. My God, 
your God,” said Jesus. 

C: “Go and tell the others,” he said. 

L: And Mary went to the house where the other 
disciples were staying, and she told them. 

C: A woman, telling the men. Unusual. No 
blueprint for this. 

L: But now we know. It can happen. It did happen. 

C: Where in our lives do we look for the Lord 
and find an empty tomb? 

L: When do we say “we believe” and still feel sad 
and lonely? 

C: Why does Jesus not come to us?  

L: Maybe Jesus comes to the one who despairs. 
Maybe Jesus comes to the one in anguish, 

C: The one who weeps, not the one who goes 
home. 

L: Let us be Marys, standing by the tomb, begging a 
stranger for help. 

C: And let our eyes be opened to the stranger, 
who is no stranger, 

L: But the God who has been here all along.  

All: Then we can say, “We have seen the Lord! 
Alleluia!” 

 

Creative Expression 

Congregational Art 

Supplies: A large, wooden cross covered in chicken 
wire, draped in black; cut Easter flowers 

During the Creative Expression portion of worship, 
invite the congregation to place flowers onto the 
cross to show new life out of death.   
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Kids’ Storytime 

Main Message 

Jesus rose from the dead! 

 

Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• Streamers 
• Whistles 
• Kazoos 

 

Setting the Scene/Background 

Streamers! Whistles! Kazoos! Give the kids anything 
that you can give to make a celebratory noise this 
morning because it’s all about celebration! Shout 
some Alleluias!  

 

Telling the Story 

Tell the story using the KidStuff bulletin. 

 

Activity 

Discuss what Mary must have felt like that morning 
before she saw Jesus. Then have the kids use their 
noisemakers to show how she felt when she saw 
Jesus.  

Ask how the kids feel when they’ve done something 
wrong or gotten in trouble. Then have the kids use 
their noisemakers to show how they felt when they 
were forgiven.  

Jesus died, which was a very sad thing. But then Jesus 
rose again and we are loved and forgiven forever no 
matter what! (Respond with noisemakers).  

Jesus has Risen! Alleluia!! 

 

Reflection Questions 

• What are some ways I can show joy? 
• How does it feel to know that Jesus loves and 

forgives me forever no matter what? 

 

Stuff to Consider 

For kids with noise sensitivities, offer a banner or flag 
they can carry down the center aisle toward the back 
of the church (away from the noise) as part of the 
“marching band.” Remember to take noisemakers 
back before sending the kids to their seats. 

 

Next Week’s Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
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Scripture Readings 

Text: John 20:19-31 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the 
week, and the doors of the house where the disciples 
had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came 
and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 
20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his 
side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the 
Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. 
As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he 
had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 
“Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of 
any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of 
any, they are retained.” 24But Thomas (who was called 
the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when 
Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We 
have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I 
see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my 
finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his 
side, I will not believe.” 
26A week later his disciples were again in the house, 
and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were 
shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
“Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put 
your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your 
hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but 
believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my 
God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed 
because you have seen me? Blessed are those who 
have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 30Now 
Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his 
disciples, which are not written in this book. 31But 
these are written so that you may come to believe that 
Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that 
through believing you may have life in his name. 

 

Secondary Text: Psalm 145:13-21 
13Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your 
dominion endures throughout all generations. The 
Lord is faithful in all his words, and gracious in all his 
deeds. 
14The Lord upholds all who are falling, and raises up 
all who are bowed down. 
15The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their 
food in due season. 
16You open your hand, satisfying the desire of every 
living thing. 
17The Lord is just in all his ways, and kind in all his 
doings. 
18The Lord is near to all who call on him, to all who 
call on him in truth. 
19He fulfills the desire of all who fear him; he also 
hears their cry, and saves them. 
20The Lord watches over all who love him, but all the 
wicked he will destroy. 
21My mouth will speak the praise of the Lord, and all 
flesh will bless his holy name forever and ever. 
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Scripture Readings 

Dramatic Reading of the Text 

Readers: Narrator, Jesus, Disciple, Thomas 

Narrator: When it was evening on that day, the first 
day of the week, and the doors of the house where 
the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, 
Jesus came and stood among them and said,  

Jesus: “Peace be with you.”  

Narrator: After he said this, he showed them his 
hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when 
they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again,  

Jesus: “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, 
so I send you.”  

Narrator: When he had said this, he breathed on 
them and said to them,  

Jesus: “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the 
sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the 
sins of any, they are retained.”  

Narrator: But Thomas (who was called the Twin), 
one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 
came. So the other disciples told him,  

Disciples “We have seen the Lord.”  

Narrator: But he said to them,  

Thomas: “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his 
hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and 
my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 

Narrator: A week later his disciples were again in the 
house, and Thomas was with them. Although the 
doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them 
and said,  

Jesus: “Peace be with you.”  

Narrator: Then he said to Thomas,  

Jesus: “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach 
out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt 
but believe.”  

Narrator: Thomas answered him,  

Thomas: “My Lord and my God!”  

Narrator: Jesus said to him,  

Jesus: “Have you believed because you have seen 
me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet 
have come to believe.”  

Narrator: Now Jesus did many other signs in the 
presence of his disciples, which are not written in this 
book. But these are written so that you may come to 
believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and 
that through believing you may have life in his name. 
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Theme and Liturgy 

Preaching Theme 

Main Idea: We can be witnesses of where and 
how we see and hear Jesus. 

The spreading of the good news of the risen Christ 
depended wholly on one thing—witnesses. Most of 
the story following Jesus’ resurrection in the gospel of 
John is about the witnesses and what they saw and 
heard. 

First, Mary was sent to proclaim that she had seen 
Jesus in the garden outside the tomb. Here, Jesus 
appears to the disciples and sends them into the 
world to do God’s work. Thomas was not with them, 
and the first thing they did, of course, was to become 
witnesses of what they had seen and heard to their 
friend.  

It’s no surprise Thomas was hesitant to believe. 
Nothing of the sort had ever happened before. But 
they persisted in their story, and Thomas continued to 
work, walk, and live with them despite his doubting. 

But Thomas wouldn’t wait forever to see Jesus. One 
short week later Thomas himself had the opportunity 
to see Jesus with his own eyes. Jesus once again sent 
them all to be witnesses in the world. “Blessed are 
those who have not seen and yet have come to 
believe.” Jesus blesses all who are recipients of the 
witness of the disciples.  

This story wraps up with John’s explanation that 
these stories were written down for all the people 
who would not have the opportunity to see Jesus face 
to face. With the benefit of time, we can look back 
and see that the witness was wildly successful—how 
few have not yet heard the good news of the risen 
Christ? 

We can continue to be witnesses of what we see and 
hear—Jesus is all around us, ready to be seen and 
heard by whomever is open to see and hear.  

Scripture Summary 

Jesus is risen, yet most of the disciples have not yet 
seen him. Is Thomas really the only one who needs 
the proof his eyes give him? 

 

Call to Worship 

L: Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom,  

C: And your dominion endures throughout all 
generations.  

L: The Lord is faithful in all his word and deed. 

C: The Lord upholds all who are falling, and 
raises up all who are bowed down. 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

L: We confess our sins before God and one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

L: Lord of life, 

C: Though you have made all things new, we 
still cling to the old. Forgive us when we 
doubt your presence, resist your call, and lose 
heart in the face of challenges. Remind us 
that you are bigger than our problems, our 
petty concerns, and foolish preoccupations, 
and restore us with your all-consuming love. 
Amen. 

L: Jesus is risen indeed, and we have received the 
most precious blessing: life eternal in his 
kingdom. Neither sin nor evil has the power to 
separate us from the One who loves us, and the 
One who forgives us in the name of the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
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Liturgy 

Prayer of the Day 

L: Resurrected Lord,  

C: You visit us again with the blessing of your peace. 
Endow us with your spirit and fortify us to go out 
in good cheer as your faithful witnesses. Amen. 

 

Offertory Prayer 

We ask no greater gift, O God, than the gift of your 
presence. In joyful thanksgiving, we lay these 
offerings before you as a witness to the power of your 
life in us. Use them, we pray, for your holy purposes. 
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the Church 

L: We pray for the church, the world, and all those 
in need. 

A brief silence. 

L: Blessed are those who have not seen and yet 
believe. In a world where proof is everything and 
faith often seems foolish, give us courage to 
proclaim what the Spirit has revealed to us, not 
through our eyes but through our hearts and lives. 
Risen Lord, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: As we celebrate Earth Day and Month and seek 
ways to better care for the earth which you have 
created, we look to the natural world as our 
teacher and life-giver. Guide us in creative and 
compassionate ways to preserve the ecosystems 
with which we are so closely intertwined. Risen 
Lord, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: How often we keep the door to our heart locked 
in fear—scared to risk judgment, failure, or 
discovery of our true selves. Pass through the 
barriers we put up, and send your persistent spirit 
to push us past our fears. Risen Lord, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: You are near to all who call on you. Be now with 
all those who need to feel you close, and long for 
your healing touch, especially... Risen Lord, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: With Thomas, Mary, the other disciples and all 
the witnesses of the resurrection we join in 
thanksgiving, united in your love and held forever 
in the power of your eternal life. Risen Lord, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

Here other petitions may be offered. 

L: Raise our eyes to you, and out to the world, that 
our prayers may be living words which bring 
about your kingdom on earth, for the sake of 
Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Invitation 

Come to the table of the risen Lord. Doubters and 
deniers—there is room for you here. The fearful and 
the fretful—there is room for you here. The timid 
and the tired—there is room for you here. All are 
welcome. All are forgiven. All are fed at this table. 

 

 

 

  



April 24, 2022 
Thomas, John 20:19-31 

Narrative Lectionary Program 2 2021-22 Worship Resources Copyright © 2021 Clergy Stuff Page 167 of 227 

Narrative Lectionary 
Program 2 2021-22 

 

Liturgy 

Litany 

L: Eyewitnesses are so important in criminal 
investigations. 

C: What did you see? What did they look like? 
What were they doing? 

L: With no witnesses, it is much harder to pardon—
or convict—someone accused of a crime. 

C: The problem is, we all see things differently. 
L: Two people can witness the exact same event, and 

yet their memories can be quite different. 
C: One person recalls a blue jacket and glasses. 
L: Another swears the jacket was red, and that there 

were no glasses. 
C: Because of selective memory, it can be hard 

to believe our own eyes and ears, especially 
after the fact. 

L: This was the case with the resurrected Jesus. 
C: The four Gospels “remember” the story 

differently. 
L: How many angels at the tomb? Any angels at all? 
C: And only John tells the story of Mary in the 

garden. 
L: The pattern is: Jesus is hidden in plain sight, near 

the tomb, on the road to Emmaus. 
C: And it takes a while to recognize him. 
L: And even then, there can be lingering doubt. 
C: Is it real? Or do we just want it so badly to be 

real that we imagined it? 
L: Such was the case with Thomas, who was not an 

eyewitness to Jesus’ first appearance among the 
disciples. 

C: He heard it second hand, and he may have 
heard conflicting descriptions of what took 
place. 

L: He insisted on seeing for himself, on being an 
eyewitness, before he could believe. 

C: And so, Jesus arranged for that to happen. 
L: Another mysterious appearance, another arrival 

through a locked door. 
C: And Thomas doubted, even then. Thomas 

demanded proof. 
L: Jesus showed him his wounds from the 

crucifixion, and at last, Thomas recognized him. 
C: And the eyewitnesses were sent out into the 

world to tell what they had seen, what they 
knew to be true. 

L: And probably every one of them told the story 
differently, because that’s human nature. 

C: Our memories are colored by our unique 
minds, processed in unique ways. 

L: But here’s the uncanny thing: everyone agrees on 
one thing. 

C: Jesus is risen. 
L: However he is dressed, whatever he is doing—he 

is among them once again. 
C: And the details of the eyewitness don’t matter 

so much. 
L: Jesus understands Thomas’s very human doubts, 

and offers him more definitive proof. 
C: But where is our proof today? 
L: The eyewitnesses have been dead for many 

centuries. Who can verify these claims? 
C: This is where we verify with our hearts. 
L: Absurd as it may seem, in our hearts we know it is 

real. 
C: Our faith in this world-changing event may 

waver, but with God’s help it is never lost. 
L: While we may, like our friend Thomas, continue 

to doubt—let us not worry about our questions. 
C: Let us listen for the still, small voice inside 

telling us: Yes. It is real. He is real. Let us be, 
not eyewitnesses, but heart-witnesses, to the 
risen Christ.  
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Creative Expression 

Skit 

Characters: Kids 1-4 (siblings), Parent 

Props: None 

 

Kid 1: [Parent] said whoever does the dishes will get a 
treat! 

Kid 2: Did not. 

Kid 1: Yes they did! They told me to tell you that.  

Kid 2: I don’t believe it. If it was true, then why don’t 
you do them? 

Kid 1: I can’t. I have to go to soccer practice. 

Kid 2: Whatever. I’ll believe it when [parent] tells me. 

Kid 1: Suit yourself. They’re gonna be mad if they 
don’t get done. 

(Kid 1 leaves. Kid 3 enters.) 

Kid 2: Hey, [Kid 3]. [Parent] said whoever does the 
dishes will get a treat! 

Kid 3: No they didn’t. You just don’t want to have to 
do them. 

Kid 2: Not true. [Kid 1] told me [Parent] said 
whoever did them would get a treat! 

Kid 3: Why don’t you do them, then? 

Kid 2: I have homework to do. 

Kid 3: Sounds like a bunch of baloney to me. I’ll 
believe it when [parent] tells me. 

Kid 2: Well, they’re gonna be awfully mad if the 
dishes don’t get done! 

(Kid 2 leaves. Kid 4 enters.) 

Kid 3: Hey, [Kid 4]. [Parent] says whoever does the 
dishes will get a treat!. 

Kid 4: Really? 

Kid 3: Yep. 

Kid 4: That sounds great! I’ll go do them! 

(A little while later.) 

Parent: [Kid 2], did you do the dishes? 

Kid 2: Um… Was I supposed to? I thought [Kid 1] 
was lying, so I told [Kid 3] to do them. 

Parent: [Kid 3], did you do the dishes? 

Kid 3: Well, I thought [Kid 2] was lying so I told [Kid 
4] to do them. 

Parent: Kid 4, did you do the dishes? 

Kid 4: Yep.  

Parent: Thanks, honey. Why don’t you and I go to 
the candy store and pick out a treat. 

Parent and Kid 4 leave. 

Kid 1: I told you the truth! Why didn’t you believe 
me? 

Kid 2: Seeing is believing. 

Kid 3: But I guess sometimes it’s better to believe 
even without seeing. 
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Kids’ Storytime 

Main Message 

Believing without seeing is called faith. 

 

Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
 

Setting the Scene/Background 

Ask the kids if they’ve ever been to Mars. Do they 
believe Mars is a real thing? Even if they’ve never 
seen it with their own eyes? Why? Ask the kids what 
love looks like. Can they see or touch it? Do they 
believe love is a real thing? Why?  

 

Telling the Story 

Tell the story using the KidStuff bulletin. 

 

Activity 

Discuss Thomas’ response to what the other disciples 
told him about Jesus. Would the kids have believed 
Jesus was alive again after he was dead just because 
someone told them? What did Jesus say to Thomas 
when they finally saw each other again? (“Many 
people will come to believe in me without ever seeing 
me.”) Have we ever seen Jesus as a person standing in 
front of us? How can we believe in Jesus even if we 

haven’t seen him? Are there other ways we “see” 
Jesus? What are they? We see Jesus in everyone and 
everything around us. We experience Jesus’ love in 
the love of others. Believing without seeing directly is 
called faith. 

 

Reflection Questions 

• What are some things I can’t see that I know 
are real? 

• Where do I see Jesus in my life? 

 

Stuff to Consider 

If you have kids with visual impairment, let them 
know the same applies to them. Believing without 
feeling, hearing, tasting, or smelling, is also called 
faith. 

 

Next Week’s Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• An object that has been made out of a 

different object that was worn out or thrown 
away. For example: a patchwork quilt made 
from old clothes or a grocery bag made out of 
an old rice sack. You can search online for 
“upcycled objects” for more ideas.  
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Scripture Readings 

Text: Acts 9:1-19a 

Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder 
against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high 

priest 2and asked him for letters to the synagogues at 
Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged to 
the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound 
to Jerusalem. 3Now as he was going along and 
approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven 
flashed around him. 4He fell to the ground and heard 
a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you 
persecute me?” 5He asked, “Who are you, Lord?” The 
reply came, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 
6But get up and enter the city, and you will be told 
what you are to do.” 7The men who were traveling 
with him stood speechless because they heard the 
voice but saw no one. 8Saul got up from the ground, 
and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; 
so they led him by the hand and brought him into 
Damascus. 9For three days he was without sight, and 
neither ate nor drank. 
10Now there was a disciple in Damascus named 
Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, “Ananias.” 
He answered, “Here I am, Lord.” 11The Lord said to 
him, “Get up and go to the street called Straight, and 
at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named 
Saul. At this moment he is praying, 12and he has seen 
in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his 
hands on him so that he might regain his sight.” 13But 
Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many 
about this man, how much evil he has done to your 

saints in Jerusalem; 14and here he has authority from 
the chief priests to bind all who invoke your name.” 
15But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is an 
instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name 
before Gentiles and kings and before the people of 
Israel; 16I myself will show him how much he must 
suffer for the sake of my name.” 17So Ananias went 
and entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul and 
said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to 
you on your way here, has sent me so that you may 
regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 
18And immediately something like scales fell from his 
eyes, and his sight was restored. Then he got up and 
was baptized, 19and after taking some food, he 
regained his strength.  

 

Secondary Text: Matthew 6:24 
24“No one can serve two masters; for a slave will 
either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted 
to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve 
God and wealth.” 

 

Pronunciation Guide 

Damascus: duh-MAS-kuhs 
Ananias: an-uh-NAI-uhs 
Tarsus: TAHR-suhs 
 

  

9 
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Scripture Readings 

Dramatic Reading of the Text 

Readers: Narrator, Jesus, Saul, Ananias 

Narrator: Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and 
murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the 
high priest and asked him for letters to the 
synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any who 
belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring 
them bound to Jerusalem. Now as he was going along 
and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from 
heaven flashed around him. He fell to the ground and 
heard a voice saying to him,  

Jesus: “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?”  

Narrator: He asked,  

Saul: “Who are you, Lord?”  

Narrator: The reply came,  

Jesus: “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. But 
get up and enter the city, and you will be told what 
you are to do.”  

Narrator: The men who were traveling with him 
stood speechless because they heard the voice but saw 
no one. Saul got up from the ground, and though his 
eyes were open, he could see nothing; so they led him 
by the hand and brought him into Damascus. For 
three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor 
drank. Now there was a disciple in Damascus named 
Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision,  

Jesus: “Ananias.”  

Narrator: He answered,  

Ananias: “Here I am, Lord.”  

Narrator: The Lord said to him,  

Jesus: “Get up and go to the street called Straight, 
and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus 
named Saul. At this moment he is praying, and he has 
seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and 
lay his hands on him so that he might regain his 
sight.”  

Narrator: But Ananias answered,  

Ananias: “Lord, I have heard from many about this 
man, how much evil he has done to your saints in 
Jerusalem; and here he has authority from the chief 
priests to bind all who invoke your name.”  

Narrator: But the Lord said to him,  

Jesus: “Go, for he is an instrument whom I have 
chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and kings 
and before the people of Israel; I myself will show 
him how much he must suffer for the sake of my 
name.”  

Narrator: So Ananias went and entered the house. 
He laid his hands on Saul and said,  

Ananias: “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who 
appeared to you on your way here, has sent me so 
that you may regain your sight and be filled with the 
Holy Spirit.”  

Narrator: And immediately something like scales fell 
from his eyes, and his sight was restored. Then he got 
up and was baptized, and after taking some food, he 
regained his strength.  
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Theme and Liturgy 

Preaching Theme 

Main Idea: God’s work is dependent upon many 
people—some whose stories are well known and 
others whose stories are not. 

Saul’s conversion was a community effort. There were 
a lot of events and people that needed to converge for 
Saul to be transformed into Paul. Saul’s role, of 
course, was to become one of the most hated and 
feared persecutors the early Christians ever faced. 
Jesus’ role was to scare the heck out of Paul, make 
himself known, and strike Paul blind, confused, and 
terrified. 

There’s another who had a critical role in Saul’s 
conversion—Ananias was a faithful follower who was 
sent on a dangerous and terrifying mission. While 
Saul was fasting in shock in Damascus, the Lord sent 
Ananias to Saul to heal his sight. Ananias was 
petrified, but his faith gave him courage to go.  

Saul’s conversion might not have had near the impact 
on the world if the community of faith had not 
accepted him. Would Paul have remained faithful to 
God if he had been ostracized for his earlier 
persecutions and left to fend for himself? Doubtful. 
Paul’s conversion is well known among Christians 
because his transformation is so radically dramatic. 
But Ananias’ demonstration of faith was no less 
transformational. The people who work behind the 
scenes are every bit as critical to God’s mission as the 
people whose stories are dramatic and renowned.  

Consider how you might celebrate the people whose 
work is so rarely acknowledged. No one person is 
responsible for the spread of Christianity or for doing 
God’s work. It is the work of the community. 

 

 

 

Scripture Summary 

Saul is one of the best-known—and feared—
persecutors of the fledgling Christian church. If 
there’s anyone who knows, without a doubt, what he 
stands for and what he’s about, it’s Saul. Surely such a 
man couldn’t be thwarted by one unsettling journey? 

 

Call to Worship 

L: People of God, listen, for your Master is speaking. 

C: Here I am, Lord! 

L: Drop everything and hear what God is saying! 

C: Here I am, Lord! 

L: Get up and go—the Lord will tell you what to do. 

C: Here I am, Lord! 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

L: We confess our sins before God and one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

L: Lord of life, 

C: Though you have made all things new, we still 
cling to the old. Forgive us when we doubt your 
presence, resist your call, and lose heart in the 
face of challenges. Remind us that you are 
bigger than our problems, our petty concerns, 
and foolish preoccupations, and restore us 
with your all-consuming love. Amen. 

L: Jesus is risen indeed, and we have received the 
most precious blessing: life eternal in his 
kingdom. Neither sin nor evil has the power to 
separate us from the One who loves us, and the 
One who forgives us in the name of the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
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Liturgy 

Prayer of the Day 

L: Mysterious Lord,  

C: You choose and use the most unlikely people 
for your work. Show us the path you have 
prepared for us, and give us all your strength 
and courage to follow. In Jesus’ name we 
pray. Amen. 

 

Offertory Prayer 

When we have emptied ourselves of all that consumes 
us, then we are fit to be your servants, O God. Bring 
us before your altar with humility, eager to hear your 
word and offer back to you our thanksgiving. Bless 
these gifts that they may further your work of 
spreading the good news. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the Church 

L: We pray for the church, the world, and all those 
in need. 

A brief silence. 

L: Your persecutor, Saul, suffered a great shock on 
the way to becoming your servant, Paul. Awaken 
us where we have fallen asleep, and shake us out 
of harmful habits and destructive attitudes. Show 
us how to fully employ our best gifts to your 
glory. Risen Lord, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Lights may not blind us nor voices thunder in our 
ears, but the waters of this blue planet are steadily 
rising, and the effects of our abuse and neglect are 
unmistakable. Teach us to recognize and heed the 
warnings while we yet have a chance to be part of 
the solution in preserving our cosmic home. Risen 
Lord, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Sometimes the unenviable task falls to us, and you 
ask us to face what we fear most. Give us the 
courage of Ananias, who though he was terrified, 
obeyed your command and followed, to the 
benefit of millions. Risen Lord, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Make the scales fall from our eyes and restore us 
to fullness of vision and strength by your spirit, O 
God of hope and healing. Send your mercy 
especially to... Risen Lord, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Following the trail blazed by the earliest carriers 
of the Good News, we take our place in the line 
of redeemed saints whose joy it is to praise your 
name forever. Risen Lord, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

Here other petitions may be offered. 

L: Mighty and merciful God, you have provided us 
with everything we need to carry out the work 
before us. Accept our prayers and fortify us for 
the days to come. Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Invitation 

After being baptized, Paul took some food and 
regained his strength. So, feed us now at your holy 
table, that we might be likewise revived for our 
journey, and joined in bonds of love with our fellow 
travelers. Come, for all is ready and waiting for you! 
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Liturgy 

Litany 

L: This is one of the greatest dramas in Scripture. 

C: The conversion of Paul. 

L: It has everything: an evildoer, a fall from a horse, 
a blinding light, a voice from heaven, and a man 
whose life is utterly changed in an instant. 

C: Saul, the great persecutor of Christians, 
becomes Paul, the great Christian evangelist. 

L: But what of the people he had made to suffer? 
How did they react to his sudden change of heart? 

C: Did they say, “Yeah, right. SURE he’s 
different now.”? 

L: Did they still fear him? 

C: After all, leopards don’t change their spots. 

L: If someone shows you what they are, believe them. 

C: And Saul had shown the Christians hatred, 
and he had persecuted them. 

L: By rights they shouldn’t have trusted him for a 
second. 

C: But then Jesus called his faithful disciple 
Ananias. 

L: Jesus sent Ananias to restore Paul’s sight, 

C: And the faithful disciple obeyed. 

L: And in that miraculous act of healing, another 
miracle happened. 

C: The Christian church forgave him. 

L: They saw Paul through God’s eyes. They 
understood that he had been redeemed. 

C: They recognized him as a beloved brother in 
the faith. They knew Saul was no more. 

L: They listened to Paul as he went out, not to kill, 
but to make disciples for Christ. 

C: They hung on his words of wisdom as he 
wrote to churches all over the known world. 

L: They welcomed him into their midst as a leader. 

C: It wasn’t just one heart that was changed on 
the road to Damascus, but many. 

L: Paul became as beloved as he had once been 
reviled, 

C: And recognized as a great gift to the church. 

L: And now, today, who do we know who has had a 
change of heart? 

C: A well-known sinner, a prisoner, someone 
hated and distrusted by the world. 

L: Can we take a step forward in faith about this 
person?  

C: Can we give this person a second chance, just 
as God gives us a million chances? 

L: Again and again, the stories of Scripture tell of 
imperfect people used for good by a perfect God. 

C: Paul was one of those people. 

L: If Almighty God can forgive, can renew the spirit 
of someone so lost, can we do less for one 
another? 

C: Can we do less for ourselves? Every story is a 
Saul/Paul story in one way or another. 

L: Christ never stops reaching out to us to turn away 
from our willfulness, from our sin. 

C: May we too, be blinded by the light of divine 
love. 

L: And may we see with new eyes, with new hearts. 

C: And then may we bravely go out into the 
world, to share the incredible news of our 
hope and our salvation in Christ our Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God!  
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Creative Expression 

Skit 

Characters: Kids 1-4 (high school age), Teacher 

Props: None 

 

Kid 1: Did you hear what happened to [Kid 3]? 

Kid 2: Yeah. They were in rare form—26 points and 
six personal fouls. The ref was about to throw them 
out of the game completely when right in the middle 
of a play—BAM!—they went down, hard. 

Kid 1: I saw that kid jump at the same time and they 
knocked heads. The ref didn’t have to kick [Kid 3] 
out of the game. They were literally carried out. 

Kid 2: I hate to say it but…poetic justice. [Kid 3] is 
the worst bully in the school. Didn’t they steal your 
lunch money for six months once? 

Kid 1: Yeah. And they’ve stuck I-don’t-know-how-
many kids in lockers. They have it out completely for 
anyone who gets good grades and likes the stuff we do. 

(Kids 1 and 2 exit. Kid 4 and Teacher enter) 

Teacher: I need you to tutor [Kid 3] in math. 

Kid 4: (horrified) You can’t be serious. 

Teacher: I am serious. 

Kid 4: You know their reputation, right? They eat 
kids like me for breakfast. 

Teacher: You’re the best student in my class. 
Probably in the whole school. I know you can do this. 

Kid 4: How do I know they’re not going to turn 
around and stuff me in a locker as soon as I’m 
finished helping them? 

Teacher: Trust me, okay? I’m pretty sure you’re 
going to find someone a little different than you think 
when you meet with them. 

Kid 4: So when do we start? 

Teacher: Right now. They’re in room 207. 

Kid 4: (sighing) If you say so. (walks across the front to 
where Kid 3 is sitting) Hi, [Kid 3]. I’m supposed to tutor 
you in math. That okay with you? 

Kid 3: Yes, please. I need all the help I can get. 

Kid 4: I’m only doing this because [Teacher] is making 
me. I don’t really want anything to do with you. 

Kid 3: I know. And I don’t blame you. I’ve been a 
horrible, horrible person for a long time. 

Kid 4: So…what, you’re saying you’ve changed? 

Kid 3: You probably won’t believe me, but yeah. The 
other day when I had the daylights knocked out of me 
on the court…well, I kind of had an epiphany. 

Kid 4: Epiphany. I didn’t think you knew any words 
that big. 

Kid 3: Okay, I deserve that. But seriously. I realized 
what a colossal jerk I’ve been. When I woke up in the 
nurse’s office, [Teacher] was there and said they had a 
job for me. 

Kid 4: That makes two of us. What’s your job? 

Kid 3: I’m…don’t laugh…I’m taking over the anti-
bullying campaign for the school. 

Kid 4: (laughs) Sorry. Seriously? 

Kid 3: Yeah. And the weirdest part is…well…I 
actually want to. And I feel like the message would be 
a lot more profound coming from me. 

Kid 4: You’re probably right. Well, let’s get going on 
this math. We have a test in two days.  

Kid 3: Thanks for giving me a chance, [Kid 4] 

Kid 4: Yeah, well I didn’t want to. But [Teacher] told 
me to, and I trust them completely. So here we go.  
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Kids’ Storytime 

Main Message 

Jesus transformed Saul’s life. 

 

Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• An object that has been made out of a 

different object that was worn out or thrown 
away. For example: a patchwork quilt made 
from old clothes or a grocery bag made out of 
an old rice sack. You can search online for 
“upcycled objects” for more ideas.  

 

Setting the Scene/Background 

Show the kids the upcycled object and ask them what 
it is and what it used to be. Talk about how upcycling 
takes items that are no longer useful or have been 
worn out and turn them into amazing new things.  

Tell the kids that Jesus can do the same thing with 
our lives! 

 

Telling the Story 

Tell the story using the KidStuff bulletin. 

 

 

 

Activity 

Ask the kids what were the old, worn out things in 
Saul that needed to be gotten rid of (his hatred for 
and persecution of Christians). What caused Saul to 
change? What was the new thing that Saul turned 
into? (Someone who loves Jesus and shared Jesus’ 
good news with the whole world). Tell the kids that 
Saul even changed his name: to Paul! 

 

Reflection Questions 

• Are there things that need to be changed in 
me? 

• What could I turn into with Jesus’ help? 

 

Stuff to Consider 

The idea of a life transformation is a little beyond 
children, who have only been alive for a short time. 
Keep the conversation light and simple. 

 

Next Week’s Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• A printed picture of John Lewis such as this 

one: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Lewis#/
media/File:John_Lewis-2006_(cropped).jpg  

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Lewis#/media/File:John_Lewis-2006_(cropped).jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Lewis#/media/File:John_Lewis-2006_(cropped).jpg
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Scripture Readings 

Text: Acts 16:16-34 
16One day, as we were going to the place of prayer, we 
met a slave girl who had a spirit of divination and 
brought her owners a great deal of money by fortune-
telling. 17While she followed Paul and us, she would 
cry out, “These men are slaves of the Most High 
God, who proclaim to you a way of salvation.” 18She 
kept doing this for many days. But Paul, very much 
annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “I order you in 
the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it 
came out that very hour. 19But when her owners saw 
that their hope of making money was gone, they 
seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the 
marketplace before the authorities. 20When they had 
brought them before the magistrates, they said, 
“These men are disturbing our city; they are Jews 
21and are advocating customs that are not lawful for 
us as Romans to adopt or observe.” 22The crowd 
joined in attacking them, and the magistrates had 
them stripped of their clothing and ordered them to 
be beaten with rods. 23After they had given them a 
severe flogging, they threw them into prison and 
ordered the jailer to keep them securely. 24Following 
these instructions, he put them in the innermost cell 
and fastened their feet in the stocks. 
25About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and 
singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were 
listening to them. 26Suddenly there was an earthquake, 
so violent that the foundations of the prison were 
shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened 
and everyone’s chains were unfastened. 27When the 
jailer woke up and saw the prison doors wide open, 
he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, since 

he supposed that the prisoners had escaped. 28But 
Paul shouted in a loud voice, “Do not harm yourself, 
for we are all here.” 29The jailer called for lights, and 
rushing in, he fell down trembling before Paul and 
Silas. 30Then he brought them outside and said, “Sirs, 
what must I do to be saved?” 31They answered, 
“Believe on the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you 
and your household.” 32They spoke the word of the 
Lord to him and to all who were in his house. 33At the 
same hour of the night he took them and washed 
their wounds; then he and his entire family were 
baptized without delay. 34He brought them up into 
the house and set food before them; and he and his 
entire household rejoiced that he had become a 
believer in God. 

 

Secondary Text: Luke 6:18-19, 22-23 
18They had come to hear him and to be healed of 
their diseases; and those who were troubled with 
unclean spirits were cured. 19And all in the crowd 
were trying to touch him, for power came out from 
him and healed all of them.  
22“Blessed are you when people hate you, and when 
they exclude you, revile you, and defame you on 
account of the Son of Man. 23Rejoice in that day and 
leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven; 
for that is what their ancestors did to the prophets.” 

 

Pronunciation Guide 

Silas: SAI-luhs 
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Scripture Readings 

Dramatic Reading of the Text 

Readers: Narrator, Girl, Paul, Market, Jailer 

Narrator: One day, as we were going to the place of 
prayer, we met a slave girl who had a spirit of 
divination and brought her owners a great deal of 
money by fortune-telling. While she followed Paul 
and us, she would cry out,  

Girl: “These men are slaves of the Most High God, 
who proclaim to you a way of salvation.”  

Narrator: She kept doing this for many days. But 
Paul, very much annoyed, turned and said to the 
spirit,  

Paul: “I order you in the name of Jesus Christ to 
come out of her.”  

Narrator: And it came out that very hour. But when 
her owners saw that their hope of making money was 
gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them 
into the marketplace before the authorities. When 
they had brought them before the magistrates, they 
said,  

Market: “These men are disturbing our city; they are 
Jews and are advocating customs that are not lawful 
for us as Romans to adopt or observe.”  

Narrator: The crowd joined in attacking them, and 
the magistrates had them stripped of their clothing 
and ordered them to be beaten with rods. After they 
had given them a severe flogging, they threw them 
into prison and ordered the jailer to keep them 
securely. Following these instructions, he put them in 

the innermost cell and fastened their feet in the 
stocks. About midnight Paul and Silas were praying 
and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were 
listening to them. Suddenly there was an earthquake, 
so violent that the foundations of the prison were 
shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened 
and everyone’s chains were unfastened. When the 
jailer woke up and saw the prison doors wide open, 
he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, since 
he supposed that the prisoners had escaped. But Paul 
shouted in a loud voice,  

Paul: “Do not harm yourself, for we are all here.”  

Narrator: The jailer called for lights, and rushing in, 
he fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. Then he 
brought them outside and said,  

Jailer: “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”  

Narrator: They answered,  

Paul: “Believe on the Lord Jesus, and you will be 
saved, you and your household.”  

Narrator: They spoke the word of the Lord to him 
and to all who were in his house. At the same hour of 
the night he took them and washed their wounds; 
then he and his entire family were baptized without 
delay. He brought them up into the house and set 
food before them; and he and his entire household 
rejoiced that he had become a believer in God. 
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Theme 

Preaching Theme 
Main Idea: There is so much work to be done in 
God’s kingdom, we cannot hover where work is 
stifled—we must move on to where work thrives. 

As a person involved with the addiction/recovery 
community, this story resonates deeply. Paul and Silas 
were doing God’s work in Philippi when they 
encountered a girl with a spirit of divination, which 
she used to make money for her owners. She annoyed 
Paul and Silas, so they cast out the spirit. Here you 
might think the girl or her masters might have been 
grateful that she had been cleansed of a spirit, but 
they certainly were not. They didn’t want her to be 
healed—she brought them a lot of money. Paul and 
Silas were thrown in jail for disrupting the peace and 
for failing to follow the laws of the community. 

Often when people are suffering from addiction, they 
do not want to be healed. Addiction is an illness of 
the brain. It influences a person’s thoughts and 
behaviors so that nothing—not family, not work, not 
abiding by laws—gets in the way of using. Paul and 
Silas had the power of God on their side—we do not 
have that kind of power. We cannot heal another 
person of their addiction, no matter how much we 
might want to. 

Paul’s and Silas’s response to their situation is 
incredibly apropos to the spirit of recovery. They 
didn’t allow themselves to get all wrapped up in the 
drama of the girl or her masters. They set their sights 
forward and they moved on. They converted the jailer 
who then freed them and offered them the hospitality 
they would never get from the girl or her masters. 
They worked with the people who were open to 
receiving their aid. 

This is the hard part. Nobody can force another 
person to seek help for addiction. They can offer 
assistance, they can set healthy boundaries, and they 
can be there when the person decides to seek help. 
But they cannot do it for them. The best gift someone 
can give themselves if they are affected by a loved 
one’s addiction is to set their sights forward and move 
on. That is not to say they give up on the person—
just that they disentangle themselves from the 
person’s illness and take care of themselves. 
Sometimes it means they must let go. 

We live in a culture that is pretty good at encouraging 
codependence. But we are all healthier when we work 
toward interdependence—working together without 
becoming ensnared in each other’s drama. There’s 
much work to do in God’s world. We can set our 
sights on the people who are ready for assistance, and 
we can also ask others for help when we are ready. 

For more information on addiction and recovery, 
check out http://www.aa.org/ and http://www.al-
anon.org/.  

 

Scripture Summary 
When you are fully immersed in the revolutionary 
work of Gospel proclamation, you should be 
prepared to make some enemies. But Paul and Silas 
have God on their side—and an entire prison is about 
to get rocked. 

 

  

http://www.aa.org/
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Liturgy 

Call to Worship 
L: This is the house of God. 

C: We are here, ready to worship. 

L: This place is holy in the eyes of our Lord. 

C: We have come to offer our praise. 

L: Let us come before God with singing, 

C: And enter the house of the Lord with 
thanksgiving. 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 
L: We confess our sins before God and one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

L: Lord of life, 

C: Though you have made all things new, we still 
cling to the old. Forgive us when we doubt your 
presence, resist your call, and lose heart in the 
face of challenges. Remind us that you are 
bigger than our problems, our petty concerns, 
and foolish preoccupations, and restore us with 
your all- consuming love. Amen. 

L: Jesus is risen indeed, and we have received the 
most precious blessing: life eternal in his 
kingdom. Neither sin nor evil has the power to 
separate us from the One who loves us, and the 
One who forgives us in the name of the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

L: Faithful Lord,  

C: You have seen your servants through every 
trial. Stir up even today the power of your 
Gospel to transform, renew and lead new 
believers to your community. By the power of 
Jesus we pray. Amen. 

 

Offertory Prayer 

We bring gifts before you, O God of resurrection, 
asking you to bless them and use them to your glory. 
For even when we cannot see the ending of our 
efforts, we know that your spirit has the power to 
enter hearts and transform lives to the farthest 
corners of the earth. Bless us and use us as your 
faithful servants, to the glory of your name. Amen. 
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Liturgy 

Prayers of the Church 

L: We pray for the church, the world, and all those 
in need. 

A brief silence. 

L: We risk little and suffer even less to serve you, 
Lord, compared with what your first followers 
endured. Remind us of their sacrifice, dedication, 
and determination that the Gospel would be 
spread, and make us grateful that we are 
beneficiaries of their witness. Risen Lord, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: The spirits obey you and all powers submit to 
you, O God. Teach us to use our gifts for good 
and not for dishonest gain. Lead us to focus our 
efforts on behalf of those in need instead of 
exploiting others for our own benefit. May 
honesty, integrity and love prevail over greed and 
manipulation. Risen Lord, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: On this day when we celebrate our earthly 
mothers and all those who show a mother’s love 
and care, remind us of those who have lost or 
have never known their mothers, those who are in 
conflict or estranged from them, and those who 
would desire children but struggle to, or cannot 
have them. Make us all family to one another, 
looking not to our own interests but to the 
interests of others. Risen Lord, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Your resurrection gives hope to all who despair of 
ever feeling whole again. Strengthen all who are in 
recovery, rehabilitation, or chronic treatment, and 
show them what hope looks like in the face of 
Christ. Bless this day especially... Risen Lord, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Sometimes we feel unworthy to stand in the 
company of such great sufferers for the faith. 
Remind us that they, like us, were imperfect, yet 
empowered by your spirit. Gladden our hearts 
with the power we have through you. Risen Lord, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

Here other petitions may be offered. 

L: Gather these and all the prayers of this 
community together into your loving arms, 
through the mercy of Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Invitation 

As the converted jailer repented and invited Paul and 
Silas into the table fellowship of his house, may we 
now gather with friends, old and new, and strangers 
and visitors among us, as our Lord calls all to the 
table that we might fed and nourished as one family. 
Come and receive the body and blood of your 
salvation! 
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Liturgy 

Litany 

L: Do you ever look back on your life and say, 

C: “These things I didn’t understand at the time, 
they happened for a reason.” 

L: One action leading to a reaction, action, reaction, 
and so on. 

C: In hindsight, it is easy to draw the lines 
connecting A to B. 

L: Not so much at the time. 

C: Paul and Silas were annoyed by the slave girl 
telling fortunes, making money for her 
masters. 

L: Therefore, Paul called the spirit out of her, and 
she lost her powers. 

C: Therefore, her masters were angered and 
threw Paul and Silas in prison. 

L: They had to be in prison to sing and pray so that 
the other prisoners would hear them. 

C: The earthquake had to happen. Their chains 
had to be loosened. 

L: The jailer had to panic and try to kill himself over 
the escape of his prisoners. 

C: But the prisoners didn’t escape. 

L: Therefore, the jailer came to faith in Christ. 

C: Action, reaction. A to B.  

L: It all happened for a reason. 

C: They had to meet the slave girl so that the 
jailer and his family would become believers. 

L: Sometimes it is almost impossible to connect the 
dots. 

C: Life seems totally random. Nothing means 
anything, leads to anything. 

L: But looking back, 

C: The patterns emerge. 

L: It is good to look back, every day that we live. 

C: Good to see the God-given pattern, the 
meaning of it all. 

L: We live in a world that races constantly forward, 

C: One that seems never to look back. 

L: The world has lost its center, its balance, its 
reason for being. 

C: But we, as children of God, can change that. 

L: We can look back, and call others to look back, 
too. 

C: What can our yesterdays teach us about 
today? About tomorrow? 

L: Today, take a moment to trace the events of your 
past day, week, year. 

C: Let us connect the dots, and see the patterns, 
and live with awareness. 
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Creative Expression 

Skit 

Characters: Kids 1-5 (upper elementary age), Teacher 

Props: None 

Scene: A school playground. Kid 1 and Kid 2 are 
quietly talking when three bullies walk up to them 
(Kids 3, 4, and 5) 

 

Kid 3:  Hey, [Kid 1!] 

Kid 1:  Yeah? 

Kid 3:  I heard you’re the one who ratted on me to 
Principal Jones. 

Kid 2:  (sticking up for Kid 1) Well, it wasn’t right for 
you to be stealing the Kindergartners’ lunch money all 
the time. 

Kid 4:  Who asked you?  

Kid 5:  Yeah. Now we don’t have any more money 
for candy and comic books. 

Kid 1:  There are other ways to earn money. I had to 
stick up for the little kids. 

Kid 3:  Okay, Miss goodie-goodie. So now you’re 
going to pay for messing up the system. 

Suddenly there is a loud noise or some sort of commotion off 
stage. 

Kid 5:  What was that?!? 

Kid 2:  Sounds like a fight over by the swings. 

Kid 3:  This I gotta see. [Kid 4], you watch these guys 
for a minute. Make sure they don’t go anywhere! 

Kid 4:  You can count on me! 

(Kid 3 and Kid 5 go running off to watch the other fight. Kid 4 
glowers at Kids 1 and 2, who simply sit and wait.) 

Kid 4:  (glancing over her shoulder) Oh shoot! It’s 
[Teacher]! (runs off and hides, ditching their post.) 

Teacher:  You guys okay over here? I heard there 
was a fight and thought you might have had some 
trouble with [Kid 3] after this morning. 

Kid 1:  We’re okay. [Kid 3] is out to get us, but we’ll 
handle it. 

Teacher:  Well, just yell if you need back-up. 

Kid 2:  Thanks. 

(Teacher continues on and sees Kid 4 cowering behind a bush.) 

Teacher:  [Kid 4]? Is that you? 

Kid 4:  Yeah. 

Teacher:  Why are you hiding in that bush? 

Kid 4:  [Kid 3] told me to watch [Kid 1] and [Kid 2] 
and I freaked out when I saw you coming. I figure 
[Kid 1] and [Kid 2] are half way home by now. [Kid 
3] is gonna kill me!  

Kid 2:  (calling out) Don’t worry about it [Kid 4]. We’re 
still here.    

Kid 4:  (incredulous) Seriously? (gets up and runs over to 
them. Teacher wanders off.) How come you guys didn’t 
take off? 

Kid 1:  We didn’t do anything wrong this morning. 
[Kid 3] shouldn’t steal money from little kids and you 
know it. 

Kid 2:  And they can’t scare us into pretending it’s 
not happening. 

Kid 4:  They scare me. 

Kid 2:  You still always have the choice to do what’s 
right. Here they come now. 

(Kid 3 and Kid 5 come running back, looking owly.) 

Kid 5:  What a rip-off. Principal Jones showed up and 
broke up the fight before anyone got hurt.  

(continued on next page)
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Creative Expression 

Skit, continued 

 

Kid 3:  I hate when that happens. But we can do our 
own hurting right here. 

Kid 4:  Hey, [Kid 3], I think we should just leave 
these guys alone. 

Kid 5:  What?!? Are you turning chicken on us? 

Kid 4:  No. But I don’t wanna fight. Let’s just get out 
of here before Principal Jones shows up. 

Kid 3:  (staring hard at Kid 1, Kid 2 and Kid 4) You 
won’t help us teach these guys a lesson? 

Kid 4:  No. I really won’t. 

Kid 1:  It would be a fair fight, then. Two against two. 

Kid 3:  I don’t need to fight you to prove you’re a 
jerk. Come on, guys, let’s forget these losers. 

Kid 4:  You guys go. I need to finish something at 
school. 

Kid 5:  Suit yourself. 

(Kid 3 & Kid 5 exit) 

Kid 4:  You mind if I hang out with you guys this 
afternoon? I have a feeling I’ll probably get in a lot 
less trouble doing the right thing. 

Kid 2:  (laughing) You would think so. It doesn’t 
always work that way. 

Kid 4:  I’ll take my chances. 

(Kid 1, Kid 2 and Kid 4 exit) 
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Kids’ Storytime 

Main Message 

We can get in “good trouble.” 

 

Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• A printed picture of John Lewis such as this 

one: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Lewis#/
media/File:John_Lewis-2006_(cropped).jpg  

 

Setting the Scene/Background 

Show the kids the picture of John Lewis and talk 
about how he worked very hard to fight for equal 
rights for Black people in the United States, and that 
it got him in lots of trouble. He called it “good 
trouble,” which means getting in trouble for doing the 
right thing. 

Jesus’ followers got in “good trouble” all the time. 
Lots of people were afraid of their message of Jesus’ 
love and wanted them to stop talking about Jesus. 
Here’s one story. 

 

Telling the Story 

Tell the story using the KidStuff bulletin. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity 

Discuss whether the kids ever think it’s okay to get in 
trouble. Is it possible to get in trouble for doing 
something that’s right? Come up with some examples, 
such as standing up to a bully.  

How can getting in “good trouble” help and change 
others? Talk about how the jailer was so impressed 
with Paul and Silas’ honesty and faith that he decided 
to follow Jesus, too! 

Close with a prayer asking God to help us stand up 
for what’s right, even if it gets us in trouble. 

 

Reflection Questions 

• Have I ever gotten in trouble for being honest 
or standing up for what’s right? 

• Do I know anyone who’s gotten into “good 
trouble?” 

 

Stuff to Consider 

Kids often have a black-and-white understanding of 
right and wrong and of fairness. Be prepared to give 
lots of examples of “good trouble” yourself if the kids 
can’t come up with any. 

 

Next Week’s Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• A Christian Bible 
• A Hebrew Bible 
• A Koran 
• Texts from other religious traditions 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Lewis#/media/File:John_Lewis-2006_(cropped).jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Lewis#/media/File:John_Lewis-2006_(cropped).jpg
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Scripture Readings 

Text: Acts 17:16-31 
16While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was 
deeply distressed to see that the city was full of idols. 
17So he argued in the synagogue with the Jews and the 
devout persons, and also in the marketplace every day 
with those who happened to be there. 18Also some 
Epicurean and Stoic philosophers debated with him. 
Some said, “What does this babbler want to say?” 
Others said, “He seems to be a proclaimer of foreign 
divinities.” (This was because he was telling the good 
news about Jesus and the resurrection.) 19So they took 
him and brought him to the Areopagus and asked 
him, “May we know what this new teaching is that 
you are presenting? 20It sounds rather strange to us, so 
we would like to know what it means.” 21Now all the 
Athenians and the foreigners living there would spend 
their time in nothing but telling or hearing something 
new. 
22Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, 
“Athenians, I see how extremely religious you are in 
every way. 23For as I went through the city and looked 
carefully at the objects of your worship, I found 
among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an 
unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as 
unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24The God who 
made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord 
of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by 
human hands, 25nor is he served by human hands, as 
though he needed anything, since he himself gives to 
all mortals life and breath and all things. 26From one 
ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole 
earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and 

the boundaries of the places where they would live, 
27so that they would search for God and perhaps 
grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not 
far from each one of us. 28For ‘In him we live and 
move and have our being’; as even some of your own 
poets have said, ‘For we too are his offspring.’ 29Since 
we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that 
the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an image 
formed by the art and imagination of mortals. 30While 
God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, 
now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 
31because he has fixed a day on which he will have the 
world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has 
appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by 
raising him from the dead.” 

 

Secondary Text: John 1:16-18 
16From his fullness we have all received, grace upon 
grace. 17The law indeed was given through Moses; 
grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one 
has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is 
close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known. 

 

Pronunciation Guide 

Epicurean: eh-pi-KYU-ree-uhn 
Stoic: STOH-ik 
Areopagus: ehr-ee-AH-puh-guhs 
Athenians: ah-THEE-nee-uhnz 
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Scripture Readings 

Dramatic Reading of the Text 

Readers: Narrator, Philosopher 1, Philosopher 2, Paul 

Narrator: While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, 
he was deeply distressed to see that the city was full of 
idols. So he argued in the synagogue with the Jews 
and the devout persons, and also in the marketplace 
every day with those who happened to be there. Also 
some Epicurean and Stoic philosophers debated with 
him. Some said,  

Philosopher 1: “What does this babbler want to 
say?”  

Narrator: Others said,  

Philosopher 2: “He seems to be a proclaimer of 
foreign divinities.”  

Narrator: (This was because he was telling the good 
news about Jesus and the resurrection.) So they took 
him and brought him to the Areopagus and asked 
him,  

Philosopher 2: “May we know what this new 
teaching is that you are presenting? It sounds rather 
strange to us, so we would like to know what it 
means.”  

Narrator: Now all the Athenians and the foreigners 
living there would spend their time in nothing but 
telling or hearing something new. Then Paul stood in 
front of the Areopagus and said,  

Paul: “Athenians, I see how extremely religious you 
are in every way. For as I went through the city and 
looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I 
found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To 
an unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as 
unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God who made 
the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of 
heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by 
human hands, nor is he served by human hands, as 
though he needed anything, since he himself gives to 
all mortals life and breath and all things. From one 
ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole 
earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and 
the boundaries of the places where they would live, so 
that they would search for God and perhaps grope 
for him and find him—though indeed he is not far 
from each one of us. For ‘In him we live and move 
and have our being’; as even some of your own poets 
have said, ‘For we too are his offspring.’ Since we are 
God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity 
is like gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by 
the art and imagination of mortals. While God has 
overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he 
commands all people everywhere to repent, because 
he has fixed a day on which he will have the world 
judged in righteousness by a man whom he has 
appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by 
raising him from the dead.” 
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Theme and Liturgy 

Preaching Theme 

Main Idea: We can grow in our knowledge, 
understanding, and imagination concerning God 
when we learn about and learn from other 
cultures and religions. 

Athens was a melting pot—a cultural metropolis for 
art, literature, and the debate of new ideas. It was an 
ideal place for Paul to spread the good news of the 
risen Christ. If he debated well, Christ’s story would 
reach listeners from all over the continent.  

While there, Paul took notice of the culture all around 
him. He saw a statue to honor “an unknown god,” 
and he saw within it an opportunity to introduce 
Christ. He also quoted popular poets of the day, “In 
him we live and move and have our being,” to help 
listeners understand the nature of God. It was a wise 
move, and he converted many while he was there. 

One of Paul’s greatest strengths was to meet people 
where they were, to speak their language, and to 
connect with people as he shared how Christ had 
changed him. He didn’t force himself upon people. 
He didn’t demand they change. He engaged them, 
listened to them, understood them, and then spoke.  

One of the greatest strengths we can bring is to 
engage, listen to, and understand people where they 
are. Evangelism isn’t about force feeding people our 
truth. It is about sharing, interacting, and being 
witnesses to the miraculous and ordinary things God 
does in our lives every day. Listening and learning, 
even being willing to consider that we might be 
wrong and that we might have something to learn 
from others can be one of the greatest tools of 
evangelism we can call upon. Paul’s knowledge and 
understanding, and his imagination concerning God 
grew as he learned about Athenian culture.  
Ours can too. 

Scripture Summary 

Paul now enters a curious and unique place on his 
ministry journey: the diverse and inclusive city of 
Athens. Among all the philosophies and views there, 
is there an audience for the gospel of Jesus? 

 

Call to Worship 

L: From the fullness of our Lord we have all 
received,  

C: Grace upon grace.  

L: The law indeed was given through Moses;  

C: Grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.  

L: No one has ever seen God.  

C: But God has been made known to us by the Son. 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

L: We confess our sins before God and one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

L: Lord of life, 

C: Though you have made all things new, we 
still cling to the old. Forgive us when we 
doubt your presence, resist your call, and lose 
heart in the face of challenges. Remind us that 
you are bigger than our problems, our petty 
concerns, and foolish preoccupations, and 
restore us with your all-consuming love. Amen. 

L: Jesus is risen indeed, and we have received the 
most precious blessing: life eternal in his 
kingdom. Neither sin nor evil has the power to 
separate us from the One who loves us, and the 
One who forgives us in the name of the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
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Liturgy 

Prayer of the Day 

L: God of all nations,  

C: Your word reaches every corner of the earth. 
Open our ears to your word, and our hearts to 
those around us who do not speak as we do, 
for the sake of your Son Jesus, who loved and 
embraced us all. Amen. 

 

Offertory Prayer 

In you we live and move and have our being, O God. 
We can do nothing without you. Even these gifts we 
offer were first granted to us through your grace and 
generosity. Accept them for the sake of your gospel 
and the work still carried out by your faithful around 
the globe. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the Church 

L: We pray for the church, the world, and all those 
in need. 

A brief silence. 

L: Your servant, Paul, is a model for approaching 
the other and sharing the gospel in a spirit of 
generosity and openness. May we follow his lead 
and respectfully accompany those whom we 
serve, rather than preaching without listening or 
insisting that others agree with us. Risen Lord, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: We too are your offspring, O Lord, created in 
your very image to give glory to you. Forgive us 
when we try to re-create you in an image of our 
own choosing, for reasons which do not honor 
you, and return us to our true identity as your 
children. Risen Lord, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: There are fewer and fewer places like the 
Areopagus, where each may share their own 
experience and have their views heard and 
accepted. We are quick to judge, disqualify, and 
justify rather than opening ourselves to being 
transformed in the presence of one another. 
Expand our horizons to include more than just 
those who agree with us, and whom we consider 
part of us. Risen Lord, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: When assumptions and self-righteousness are 
released, healing can begin. Free us of all that 
holds us prisoner without our realizing it, and 
make us agents of your renewal. Bless today those 
whom we bring before you, especially... Risen 
Lord, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: We are a motley and diverse group, your saints. 
Thank you for making us different from one 
another, yet united in your love and redeemed by 
your salvation. Risen Lord, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

Here other petitions may be offered. 

L: We have indeed received grace upon grace from 
you, loving God. Accept these our prayers and 
use them to transform hearts and lives. In Jesus’ 
name we pray. Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Invitation 

So often we sit down to eat only with those who seem 
to be like us. Jesus offers us an extraordinary chance 
to dine at his table, which includes the entire 
spectrum of humanity. Rejoice that you have been 
invited to this meal which will change you forever! 
Come—eat and drink.  
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Liturgy 

Litany 

L: Paul, the Evangelist, traveled the known world. 

C: He shared the good news of Christ wherever 
he went. 

L: But he never insisted people change in order to 
believe. 

C: He honored other people’s faith traditions. 

L: He listened graciously, so that he could 
understand other cultures. 

C: Athens was a very cosmopolitan city, with 
people from all over living there. 

L: Paul had studied this city before speaking. He 
made note of their objects of worship. 

C: And when he did speak, Paul did not 
condemn the people. 

L: He praised their intelligence and curiosity. 

C: Only then did he offer them Jesus Christ. 

L: Paul had noticed their monument “to an 
unknown god,” 

C: And Paul seized that opportunity to describe 
this “unknown God” as God, the Creator and 
Redeemer. 

L: Paul understood the culture of Athens, and knew 
that they were people of faith—even if it was a 
very different faith. 

 

C: Paul knew that meeting them where they 
were, would be far more effective than force-
feeding them the Gospel. 

L: This way, the people weren’t on the defensive. 

C: This way, they were much more inclined to 
listen. 

L: We live today in a world of many different faith 
traditions. 

C: And it is easy to demonize each other in the 
name of religion. 

L: Yet that is the surest way to conflict, and not to 
peace. 

C: We are only humans, and none of us can fully 
grasp God and eternity. 

L: Why not honor each other’s spiritual journeys? 

C: Why not offer Christ humbly, with the witness 
of our lives? 

L: We can coexist, even where we differ. 

C: We must learn to coexist or we will all perish. 

L: Christ came that we may have life, so let us 
celebrate life—all of our lives. 

C: Celebrating that the values we share as people 
of faith are greater than what divides us. 

L: Peace be with us, all of us, 

C: Now and forever. Amen! 
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Creative Expression 

Skit 

Characters: Persons 1-4 

Props: None 

 

Person 1: Ah! Thank you all for joining me. I can’t 
wait to show you the secrets of my success! 

Person 2: Thanks for having us. I’m so excited to 
learn what makes you tick. 

Person 3: Yeah. You’re such a successful person. 
Please, share your secrets with us! 

Person 4: I’m sure we’ll learn a lot from you. 

Person 1: So, this is my lucky rabbit’s foot. I rub this 
every morning for fifteen minutes. That’s what gives 
me my motivation. 

Person 2: Rabbit’s foot. Wow. That’s amazing! 

Person 3: I need a rabbit’s foot! 

Person 1: And this is my lucky chair. I sit here and 
that’s what gives me my mental sharpness. 

Person 2: Lucky chair. I need one of those. 

Person 3: You’ll have to tell us where you got it. 

Person 1: This here is my lucky plant. It gives off the 
freshest air and that’s what gives me my best ideas. 

Person 2: Is that a philodendron? I can get a 
philodendron. 

Person 3: Is there a certain type of philodendron I 
should get? 

Person 4: What’s this? 

Person 1: That? Oh. I’m not sure. I mean, it’s an old 
vase my grandmother gave me, but I don’t know that 
it does anything in particular for me. I’m sure it does, 
of course. I’m just not sure what. 

Person 4: Well I have a theory. 

Person 1: Do tell. 

Person 4: It seems to me like you put a lot of stock in 
these…things…you surround yourself with. Like they 
have the power that makes you successful. But maybe 
the most important thing is here in this vase. 

Person 2: What’s in the vase? 

Person 4: Nothing. 

Person 3: I don’t get it. 

Person 4: Motivation and mental sharpness and good 
ideas don’t live in rabbits’ feet and chairs and plants. 
They’re gifts from God. You might find it helpful to 
connect to an object, but the fact of the matter is that 
the object itself has no power. You don’t know what 
this vase does for you, and I say if it sparks a 
conversation about what really matters, it’s done all 
for you it needs to. 

Person 1: I have no idea what you’re saying right 
now. 

Person 2: Me, neither. (turns to Person 1) Shall we 
continue the tour? 

Person 1: Of course! I can’t wait to show you my 
lucky carpet! 

(Person 1 and Person 2 exit) 

Person 3: Wow, that was some real food for thought. 
I’d love to continue chatting with you about this stuff. 
Shall we grab a cup of coffee? 

Person 4: Sounds great. Let me take you to my lucky 
coffee shop. 

Person 3: (laughs) Knock it off. 

Person 4: Okay, okay. 

(They exit) 
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Kids’ Storytime 

Main Message 

There are lots of ways to understand God. 

 

Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• A Christian Bible 
• A Hebrew Bible 
• A Koran 
• Texts from other religious traditions 

 

Setting the Scene/Background 

Paul had a solid understanding of the religious beliefs 
and customs of other nations. When he met with the 
Athenians, he quotes their own poets to show how 
they already have a basic understanding of God, even 
though they may not know God the way he does.  

Kids may come in contact with people who believe 
different things about God, and may have questions 
about this. Help kids see how we can all learn more 
about who God is when we are open to listening to 
the faith traditions of others. 

 

Telling the Story 

Tell the story using the KidStuff bulletin. 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity 

Show the kids the Bible. Do they know what it is? Do 
they know what’s in it? The Bible helps us to 
understand who God is and who we are in 
relationship to God. Show them the other texts. 
These texts do the same thing for the people who 
follow those religious traditions. Do the kids know 
anyone who follows those traditions?  

Paul went to Greece and the people there had lots of 
different gods, which Paul didn’t agree with. But he 
found things in their tradition that pointed to God 
and by talking and listening, everyone learned more 
about who God is and who we are in relationship to 
God. How can we listen to others who might have 
different traditions than us and learn more about 
God? Share a personal story of when something in 
someone else’s religion informed your own. 
Encourage kids to listen openly to others from 
different religious traditions and learn from each 
other about God. 

 

Reflection Questions 

• Do I believe there is only one right way to 
follow God? Why or why not? 

• Why is it important to listen to people who 
have different beliefs than I do? 

 

Next Week’s Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• Feathers for kids 
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Planning Worksheet 

Preaching Themes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Setting 

 

 

 

Hymns 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Choral Music/Special Music 

 

 

 

Kids’ Storytime Ideas 

 

 

 

 

 

Skit or Creative Ideas 

 

 

 

 

 

Props for Kids’ Storytime or Skit 

 

 

 

Special Events (Baptism, New Members) 

 

 

 

 

 

Guest Speakers/Announcements 
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Scripture Readings 

Text: Philippians 1:1-18a 
Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, To all 
the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, with 

the bishops and deacons: 2Grace to you and peace 
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
3I thank my God every time I remember you, 
4constantly praying with joy in every one of my 
prayers for all of you, 5because of your sharing in the 
gospel from the first day until now. 6I am confident of 
this, that the one who began a good work among you 
will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. 
7It is right for me to think this way about all of you, 
because you hold me in your heart, for all of you 
share in God’s grace with me, both in my 
imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of 
the gospel. 8For God is my witness, how I long for all 
of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. 
9And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow 
more and more with knowledge and full insight 10to 
help you to determine what is best, so that in the day 
of Christ you may be pure and blameless, 11having 
produced the harvest of righteousness that comes 
through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 
12I want you to know, beloved that what has happened 
to me has actually helped to spread the gospel, 13so 
that it has become known throughout the whole 
imperial guard and to everyone else that my 

imprisonment is for Christ; 14and most of the brothers 
and sisters, having been made confident in the Lord by 
my imprisonment, dare to speak the word with greater 
boldness and without fear. 15Some proclaim Christ 
from envy and rivalry, but others from goodwill. 
16These proclaim Christ out of love, knowing that I 
have been put here for the defense of the gospel; 17the 
others proclaim Christ out of selfish ambition, not 
sincerely but intending to increase my suffering in my 
imprisonment. 18What does it matter? Just this, that 
Christ is proclaimed in every way, whether out of false 
motives or true; and in that I rejoice. 

 

Secondary Text: Luke 9:46-48 
46An argument arose among them as to which one of 
them was the greatest. 47But Jesus, aware of their 
inner thoughts, took a little child and put it by his 
side, 48and said to them, “Whoever welcomes this 
child in my name welcomes me, and whoever 
welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me; for the 
least among all of you is the greatest.” 

 

Pronunciation Guide 
Philippi: fih-LIHP-ai 

  

1 



May 22, 2022 
Partnership in the Gospel, Phillipians 1:1-18a  

Narrative Lectionary Program 2 2021-22 Worship Resources Copyright © 2021 Clergy Stuff Page 201 of 227 

Narrative Lectionary 
Program 2 2021-22 

 

Scripture Readings 
 

Dramatic Reading of the Text 
Readers: Narrator 1, Narrator 2 

Narrator 1: Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, 
To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, with 
the bishops and deacons: Grace to you and peace from 
God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Narrator 1: I thank my God every time I remember 
you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my 
prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the 
gospel from the first day until now. I am confident of 
this, that the one who began a good work among you 
will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. 

Narrator 2: It is right for me to think this way about 
all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all 
of you share in God’s grace with me, both in my 
imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of 
the gospel. For God is my witness, how I long for all 
of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. 

Narrator 1: And this is my prayer, that your love may 
overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight 

to help you to determine what is best, so that in the day 
of Christ you may be pure and blameless, having 
produced the harvest of righteousness that comes 
through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 

Narrator 2: I want you to know, beloved that what 
has happened to me has actually helped to spread the 
gospel, so that it has become known throughout the 
whole imperial guard and to everyone else that my 
imprisonment is for Christ; and most of the brothers 
and sisters, having been made confident in the Lord 
by my imprisonment, dare to speak the word with 
greater boldness and without fear. Some proclaim 
Christ from envy and rivalry, but others from 
goodwill. These proclaim Christ out of love, knowing 
that I have been put here for the defense of the 
gospel; the others proclaim Christ out of selfish 
ambition, not sincerely but intending to increase my 
suffering in my imprisonment. What does it matter? 
Just this, that Christ is proclaimed in every way, 
whether out of false motives or true; and in that I 
rejoice. 
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Theme and Liturgy 

Preaching Theme 

Main Idea: We can use our gifts to serve God no 
matter our circumstances. 

Despite his imprisonment, not only did Paul continue 
to reach out to the Christian communities he had 
started, but he also found himself useful as a servant 
of God in the prison itself. The entire imperial guard 
learned of Paul’s mission, and his imprisonment and 
ongoing evangelism gave courage and strength to 
other Christians to speak their truth boldly. 

God calls at inopportune times and often we respond 
with “when…” or “if…”. We say “I’ll follow God’s 
call when I have enough money,” or “when I have 
more experience,” or “more support.” “I’ll follow God’s 
call if God gives me a clearer sign,” or “if other people 
think it’s a good idea,” or “if I am likely to succeed.” 

But our whens or ifs don’t matter. We can serve where 
we are. We can serve with the gifts we have. We can 
serve even if we don’t know if we will succeed or fail.  

Imprisonment didn’t stop Paul from following God’s 
call. Some of us may not know our mission yet, but 
we can serve in many ways until we discover just how 
God intends to use our unique set of gifts for God’s 
glory. Others of us may know our mission but are 
reluctant to move forward because of obstacles. Still 
others of us know our mission and move forward 
boldly, whether we are likely to succeed or not. No 
one else can tell us what God’s call is for us. We must 
figure that out for ourselves, and then determine just 
how we are going to use our gifts to serve. 

Scripture Summary 

Imprisonment isn’t excuse enough for Paul to cease 
in his efforts to spread the Gospel. Leave it to Jesus’ 
biggest cheerleader to make use of an unfortunate 
situation for the glory of God. 

Call to Worship 

L: The one who began a good work among you… 

C: Will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus 
Christ. 

L: May your love overflow with knowledge and full 
insight, 

C: So that in Christ you may be pure and 
blameless, 

L: Having produced the harvest of righteousness, 

C: For the glory and praise of God. 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

L: We confess our sins before God and one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

L: Lord of life, 

C: Though you have made all things new, we 
still cling to the old. Forgive us when we 
doubt your presence, resist your call, and lose 
heart in the face of challenges. Remind us 
that you are bigger than our problems, our 
petty concerns, and foolish preoccupations, 
and restore us with your all-consuming love. 
Amen. 

L: Jesus is risen indeed, and we have received the 
most precious blessing: life eternal in his 
kingdom. Neither sin nor evil has the power to 
separate us from the One who loves us, and the 
One who forgives us in the name of the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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Liturgy 

Prayer of the Day 

L: God of all insight,  

C: You grant us wisdom in ways that the world 
cannot. Open our ears to listen for your call, 
that your love might overflow through us into 
a world desperately in need of your grace. 
Create in us the pure trust of a little child to 
follow you, even when it seems you are far 
away. In your name we pray. Amen. 

 

Offertory Prayer 

Lord, you aid all who cry for help in the Spirit. Help 
us to rise above our circumstances and live every day 
to your glory, in the name of Jesus. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the Church 

L: We pray for the church, the world, and all those 
in need. 

A brief silence. 

L: We give you thanks for your servant, Paul, who 
never allowed misfortune to win the day, and 
never rested until he had proclaimed your gospel 
to everyone he met. Give us zeal, energy, and 
spirit on behalf of Jesus’ mission. Risen Lord, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: It is easy to second guess the motives of others 
and assume we know who is genuine. Make us 
less concerned about the how’s and the why’s of 
our brothers and sisters in faith, and more 
concerned that the gospel is proclaimed. Risen 
Lord, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: As spring bursts forth on the Northern 
Hemisphere, bring about the renewal of our 
hearts as well, making them well-watered gardens 
where love abides and hope grows. Risen Lord, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Sometimes it is the wounded among us who make 
the best agents of your healing. Use all of us—
shortcomings and all—to tend your flocks and 
spread the balm of your wholeness. Be especially 
with... Risen Lord, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: We thank you, God, whenever we think of your 
faithful saints who carried your precious gospel 
throughout the ages. As their witness has blessed 
us, so make us a blessing to others, and unite us 
all in your eternal kingdom. Risen Lord, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

Here other petitions may be offered. 

L: Gather our prayers, spoken aloud and offered 
silently, into your hands, for the good of your 
people and the glory of your name. Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Invitation 

The one who began a good work in us will bring it to 
completion in the day of Jesus Christ. For now, we 
come to the table to refresh our bodies and spirits, 
and strengthen our bond with believers everywhere. 
Feed us on your body and blood, and keep working in 
us and through us that your will may be fulfilled. 
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Liturgy 

Litany 

L: Paul was in prison when he wrote to the people 
of Philippi, preaching about God and Jesus. 

C: Not sure we’d be preaching very often if we 
always ended up in jail! 

L: Paul didn’t see it that way. Paul had a bold and 
fearless faith. Paul knew his ultimate home was 
with Christ Jesus. 

C: We know that is our home, too. But it’s still 
scary to be bold. 

L: That is why Paul wrote his words of 
encouragement to the Philippians. He thanked 
them for their confidence in the Lord. 

C: “I thank God every time I remember you,” he 
wrote.  

L: He was proud of them for not being discouraged 
by his imprisonment. 

C: What else did he have to say? 

L: In this first part of the letter, Paul says that he is 
glad they proclaim Christ. Whatever their motives. 
It didn’t matter to Paul. 

C: But shouldn’t it have mattered? Shouldn’t 
people proclaim Christ for the right reasons? 

L: Yes, they should, but not everyone does. Paul says 
that the most important thing is spreading the 
news of Christ, even if some people do it out of 
envy or rivalry. 

C: Don’t some people proclaim Christ out of 
love? 

L: Of course, but other people do it out of selfish 
ambition. 

C: And Paul doesn’t care? 

L: He wants people to share God’s love with pure 
motives. But no, he doesn’t care that much, if 
God’s love is shared. Paul doesn’t confuse the 
messenger with the message. 

C: Like when we don’t listen when someone very 
different from us talks about God? 

L: Yes! That’s it! 

C: Like when we are busy judging, and we don’t 
notice God is being praised. 

L: Now you’ve got it! Holding each other in prayer, 
and praying for wisdom from the Spirit, we can 
be clear about God’s message. 

All: God is love! Alleluia and amen! 
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Creative Expression 

Skit 

Characters: Person 1, Person 2 

Props: None 

 

Person 1: How’s your grandma? 

Person 2: Hanging in there, I guess. She’s been in the 
hospital for three weeks now. 

Person 1: Wow. That’s a long time. Is she going to be 
okay? 

Person 2: The doctors say the prognosis is good. But 
she’s going to need lots of care for the next several 
weeks, and they want to keep an eye on her. 

Person 1: How is she not going nuts? She’s the most 
active person I’ve ever known. And for that matter, 
how is the universe running without her? 

Person 2: (laughing) I know, right? But don’t worry. 
She writes letters. 

Person 1: To you? 

Person 2: To anyone and everyone. Mostly to seniors 
from our church who are shut-ins. 

Person 1: She’s a senior who’s technically a shut in. 
And she’s writing to others? 

Person 2: That’s grandma. She won’t let something 
like a long-term hospitalization stop her from sharing 
love and joy with people who need it. 

Person 1: What does she say in her letters to you? 

Person 2: She tells me how much she loves me and 
how proud she is of me. And then she tells me to get 
to work spreading joy. 

Person 1: Wow. Are you following her directions? 

Person 2: Doing my best. But nothing like her. Do 
you know she has all the doctors and nurses on the 
ward working for her now? 

Person 1: What does she have them doing? 

Person 2: They’re writing letters to shut-ins, too.  

Person 1: I bet they’re not as enthusiastic about it as 
your grandma. 

Person 2: She doesn’t care. As long as people are 
spreading joy to those who need it most, it doesn’t 
matter what they’re motives are. 

Person 1: Well, I hope she feels better soon and is 
able to go back home. 

Person 2 Me, too. For her sake. But I’m completely 
inspired by her. It doesn’t matter your circumstances; 
you can make a difference to someone else! 
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Kids’ Storytime 

Main Message 

Despite being in prison, Paul used his words to uplift 
and encourage others. 

 

Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• Feathers for kids 

 

Setting the Scene/Background 

Talk about how Paul wound up in prison for sharing 
the good news of Jesus. (Most scholars agree that 
most of the imprisonments Paul experienced were 
house-arrests. It was like being in “time out” for 
weeks!) 

Then share that through his letter writing, Paul still 
felt useful. God used Paul to cheer and encourage 
others. 

 

Telling the Story 

Tell the story using the KidStuff bulletin. 

 

Activity 

Discuss how Paul’s words must have made his 
readers feel. We can uplift and encourage others, too. 
Our words can make a difference.  

We can do this through written messages, but also 
just by being there for others when they need us. 

In fact, it’s just like a breath of fresh air beneath us. 
Hold up a feather and blow under it to make it lift 
into the air. Pass out the feathers and have the kids 
join you in trying to keep the feathers in the air. 

Make the connection with the feathers and the idea of 
being “uplifting.” Be creative! Should be a little 
chaotic too, but feel free to have fun. 

Wrap up with reflection. How much work was it to 
keep the feather aloft? Do we have to work at 
encouraging others, too?  

 

Reflection Questions 

• When did someone’s kind words make me 
feel good? 

• When did I share kind words with someone 
else? 

 

Stuff to Consider 

If some kids with asthma or breathing problems 
cannot blow, consider using a hand-fan or other 
device to keep the feather aloft. 

 

Next Week’s Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• Award 
• Trophy 
• Blue ribbon 
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Scripture Readings 

Text: Philippians 2:1-13 

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any 
consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, 

any compassion and sympathy, 2make my joy 
complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, 
being in full accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing 
from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility 
regard others as better than yourselves. 4Let each of 
you look not to your own interests, but to the 
interests of others. 5Let the same mind be in you that 
was in Christ Jesus,  
6who, though he was in the form of God,  

did not regard equality with God  
as something to be exploited,  

7but emptied himself,  
taking the form of a slave,  
being born in human likeness.  

And being found in human form,  
8he humbled himself  
and became obedient to the point of death—  
even death on a cross.  

9Therefore God also highly exalted him  
and gave him the name  
that is above every name,  

10so that at the name of Jesus  
every knee should bend,  
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  

11and every tongue should confess  
that Jesus Christ is Lord,  
to the glory of God the Father. 

12Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always 
obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much more 
now in my absence, work out your own salvation with 
fear and trembling; 13for it is God who is at work in 
you, enabling you both to will and to work for his 
good pleasure. 

 

Secondary Text: Luke 6:43-45 
43“No good tree bears bad fruit, nor again does a bad 
tree bear good fruit; 44for each tree is known by its 
own fruit. Figs are not gathered from thorns, nor are 
grapes picked from a bramble bush. 45The good 
person out of the good treasure of the heart produces 
good, and the evil person out of evil treasure 
produces evil; for it is out of the abundance of the 
heart that the mouth speaks.” 

  

2 
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Scripture Readings 

Dramatic Reading of the Text 

Readers: Narrator 1, Narrator 2 

Narrator 1: If then there is any encouragement in 
Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the 
Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy 
complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, 
being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing 
from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility 
regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of 
you look not to your own interests, but to the 
interests of others.  

Narrator 2: Let the same mind be in you that was in 
Christ Jesus,  

Narrator 1: who, though he was in the form of God,  
did not regard equality with God  
as something to be exploited,  

Narrator 2: but emptied himself,  
taking the form of a slave,  
being born in human likeness.  

Narrator 1: And being found in human form,  
he humbled himself  
and became obedient to the point of death—  
even death on a cross.  

Narrator 2: Therefore God also highly exalted him  
and gave him the name  
that is above every name,  

Narrator 1: so that at the name of Jesus  
every knee should bend,  
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  

Narrator 2: and every tongue should confess  
that Jesus Christ is Lord,  
to the glory of God the Father. 

Narrator 1: Therefore, my beloved, just as you have 
always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much 
more now in my absence, work out your own 
salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who is 
at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work 
for his good pleasure. 
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Theme and Liturgy 

Preaching Theme 

Main Idea: Christ invites us to emulate his 
selflessness in obeying God. 

The Christ Hymn (2:6-11) exalts Christ for emptying 
himself. It is a juxtaposition of loftiness and lowliness 
blending into a lifestyle worth emulating. Christ took 
the form of a slave and bound himself to obedience 
to God, even when obeying God led to his death. 

From a very human standpoint, this is martyrdom at 
its purest. He did not die for his own glory. He did 
not die for infamy or attention. He did not die to 
make a point. He died because his love for people 
asked no less of him. 

Some of us have it inside us to die for those we love. 
Few of us have it inside us to die for those whom we 
don’t know. Yet this unadulterated selflessness is 
what Christ modeled—what Christ asks us to 
emulate. 

It is not practical to place upon ourselves the 
expectation that we find a cause to die for. But we can 
look inside ourselves to discover that which we would 
consider dying for, and then work to fulfill that 
mission in whatever ways we are able. Everyone 
believes in something outside of themselves. 
Everyone has the capacity to empty themselves—if 
only for a short time—so that the love of Christ 
might fill them through the work Christ has set out 
for them to do. Christ extends the invitation to empty 
ourselves so that we might be filled as we serve and 
obey. 

 

 

 

 

 

Scripture Summary 

With a memorable and well-crafted hymn, Paul 
exhorts the Philippians to live a life of humility. If 
even God doesn’t lord it over others, then neither 
should we. 

 

Call to Worship 

L: Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ 
Jesus,  

C: Who emptied himself, taking the form of a 
slave. 

L: At the name of Jesus every knee shall bend,  

C: And every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord. 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

L: We confess our sins before God and one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

L: Lord of life, 

C: Though you have made all things new, we 
still cling to the old. Forgive us when we 
doubt your presence, resist your call, and lose 
heart in the face of challenges. Remind us 
that you are bigger than our problems, our 
petty concerns, and foolish preoccupations, 
and restore us with your all-consuming love. 
Amen. 

L: Jesus is risen indeed, and we have received the 
most precious blessing: life eternal in his 
kingdom. Neither sin nor evil has the power to 
separate us from the One who loves us, and the 
One who forgives us in the name of the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
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Liturgy 

Prayer of the Day 

L: Loving God,  

C: You are both humble and highly exalted. 
Hold before us your ultimate example of 
servitude and sacrifice, setting the standard 
for love that knows no boundaries, for the 
sake of Jesus. Amen. 

 

Offertory Prayer 

No offering can equal your own, O Christ, when you 
gave yourself completely on our behalf. But still we 
bring these gifts out of the gratitude of our hearts, 
seeking always to know you more and pattern our 
lives after yours. Bless what we offer and sanctify our 
service in your name. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the Church 

L: We pray for the church, the world, and all those 
in need. 

A brief silence. 

L: As Christ humbled himself, even though he was 
divine, so may we learn humility, O God, after 
our beloved teacher. Show us where we are blind 
to ourselves and ignorant of the harm we do to 
others, and make us a blessing rather than a 
burden to those we serve. Risen Lord, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: At the name of Jesus, all creation stands in awe. 
As a child instinctively knows its parent, so does 
all of earth and heaven know its Creator. May we 
glorify our God in all we think, do, and say. Risen 
Lord, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: All around us are the tangible signs of your love: a 
cool breeze, a whiff of fresh flowers, a 
breathtaking sunrise, the sweetness of the earth’s 
fruits. Enliven us to all that you have created and 
make us joyful to be a part of your beautiful 
world. Risen Lord, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Christ of suffering and pain, of resurrection and 
restoration, be close to those who need to know 
your healing presence, and give your particular 
blessing to those whom we name today... Risen 
Lord, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: As your saints lived their lives to you, so give us a 
purpose to which we would dedicate our own 
lives. Hearten us by their steadfast example and 
join us in eternal communion when our race is 
completed. Risen Lord, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

Here other petitions may be offered. 

L: Hear our prayers, make us humble like you, and 
zealous for your gospel. In the name of Jesus we 
pray. Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Invitation 

God is at work in you, enabling you to will and to 
work for the good of all. May this meal we are about 
to share be a sacrament of strengthening and a 
sending forth into the kingdom of God on earth. 
Come and be fed—all are welcome here. 
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Liturgy 

Litany 

L: What is your greatest passion in life? 

C: What, or who, do you feel most strongly 
about? 

L: Is it your family? Your friends? A cause close to 
your heart? 

C: What is the thing that gives your life 
meaning? 

L: What is the thing you wouldn’t want to live 
without? 

C: And what would you give for that thing, that 
person? 

L: Would you be willing to give your life, as Christ did 
for us? 

C: It’s hard to imagine doing what Christ did, 
humbly serving us even to his death. 

L: Us, people who often ignore his teachings. 

C: Us, people who often don’t even think about 
him. 

L: Christ loves us, the ones who ignore him, the ones 
who forget all about him. 

C: Christ emptied himself for our sake, died so 
that we might live. 

L: Would we do that for even a loved one, much less 
someone who doesn’t care about us? 

C: Everyone has someone they love very much. 

L: Everyone has someone, or something, in their life 
that is worth everything to them, 

C: Some person or cause they might be willing 
to die for. 

L: In Jesus’ case, those people are you and me. 

C: And now, Jesus offers us a challenge. 

L: Can we stretch beyond our deepest passions, to 
care more deeply for more people? 

C: Can we expand our sphere of influence to the 
marginalized, the refugee, the disabled? Can 
we learn to love them as Christ loves us? 

L: We may not be able to die for these beloved 
children of God, 

C: But we are called to live for them, to do our 
part to make their lives better, 

L: To reach beyond our comfort zones, to sacrifice, 
beyond the sacrifices we think we are capable of 
making. 

C: Christ did it all for us. 

L: How can we do less than our best for each other? 

C: So, Lord, grant us the strength to do more, to 
be more, to love more, to serve more. 

All: Amen. 
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Creative Expression 

Skit 

Characters: Kids 1-4 (junior high or high school age) 

Props: None 

 

Coach: Okay, team. It’s time to elect a new captain, 
now that Sage has graduated. 

Kid 1: Whoa. No one can follow Sage. They were the 
best captain this team has ever had. 

Kid 2: I don’t know. [Kid 3] is the best defensive 
player on the team. 

Kid 3: And [Kid 4] is the best offensive player. 

Kid 4: [Kid 1] raised more than anyone at the team 
fund-raiser last year. 

Kid 1: But [Kid 2] organized that charity game, which 
was so cool for the community. 

Kid 2: Coach, why are you grinning like that? 

Coach: Because you’re all making me so happy right 
now. 

Kid 3: Why? We can’t even figure out who should be 
captain. 

Coach: Exactly. None of you is trying to hog the 
spotlight. You remind me a lot of Sage. 

Kid 4: Sage never acted like they were better than 
anyone else on the team. Even though they were. 

Kid 1: A lot better. And they always listened to you, 
Coach. Even when they didn’t agree with the play 
you’d called. 

Kid 2: I mean, it’s no wonder they were elected team 
captain. 

Kid 3: And won multiple awards not just for athletics, 
but for community service and leadership. 

Coach: Yep. I’m glad you’re all willing to take a page 
out of Sage’s playbook going forward. If we can all 
work with that spirit of humility and generosity, we’ll 
have another amazing season! 

Kid 4: But we still don’t have a captain. 

Kid 1: How ‘bout we just draw a name out of a hat? 

Kid 2: Great idea!  

Kid 3: I think so, too. 

Kid 4: I love this team. 

Coach: And I couldn’t be prouder of you all. 

 
  



May 29, 2022 
The Christ Hymn, Philippians 2:1-13  

Narrative Lectionary Program 2 2021-22 Worship Resources Copyright © 2021 Clergy Stuff Page 216 of 227 

Narrative Lectionary 
Program 2 2021-22 

 

Kids’ Storytime 

Main Message 

Jesus puts other people first. He was humble. 

 

Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• Award 
• Trophy  
• Blue ribbon 

 

Setting the Scene/Background 

Show the kids the awards and ask them if they have 
ever gotten first place at something. It’s pretty cool to 
win, isn’t it? Jesus tells us it is even cooler to help 
others win.  

 

Telling the Story 

Tell the story using the KidStuff bulletin. 

 

Activity 

Jesus was all about helping others to get ahead. He 
didn’t want first place for himself as much as for 
others. He didn’t brag about himself. He was humble.  

Encourage the kids to think about ways they can help 
other put other people first: save the best seat or the 
biggest slice of pizza for someone else, go out of their 
way to compliment someone for no reason, etc. 
Every time we think about others first instead of 
ourselves, we are living in the example of Jesus, and 
there is no better way to live. 

 

Reflection Questions 

• What are ways I can help lift up others? 
• Why was it so important to Jesus to lift up 

other people and be humble? 

 

Stuff to Consider 

Consider having enough blue ribbons for all the kids. 
As you give them out, remind them that they are all 
winners to Jesus. 

 

Next Week’s Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
•  “Flame” printout (Source example: 

http://www.clipartpanda.com/clipart_images/flame-
clipart-5-402x595-2519032 ) 

  

http://www.clipartpanda.com/clipart_images/flame-clipart-5-402x595-2519032
http://www.clipartpanda.com/clipart_images/flame-clipart-5-402x595-2519032
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Scripture Readings 

Text: Acts 2:1-21 

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were 
all together in one place. 2And suddenly from 

heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent 
wind, and it filled the entire house where they were 
sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among 
them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4All of 
them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 
speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them 
ability. 
5Now there were devout Jews from every nation 
under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6And at this sound 
the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each 
one heard them speaking in the native language of 
each. 7Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not 
all these who are speaking Galileans? 8And how is it 
that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 
9Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of 
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and 
Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of 
Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, 
both Jews and proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs—in 
our own languages we hear them speaking about 
God’s deeds of power.” 12All were amazed and 
perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this 
mean?” 13But others sneered and said, “They are filled 
with new wine.” 
14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice 
and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all who live 
in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to 
what I say. 15Indeed, these are not drunk, as you 
suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 
16No, this is what was spoken through the prophet 
Joel: 17‘IIn the last days it will be, God declares, that I 

will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons 
and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young 
men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream 
dreams. 18Even upon my slaves, both men and 
women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and 
they shall prophesy. 19And I will show portents in the 
heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, 
and fire, and smoky mist. 20The sun shall be turned to 
darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming 
of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 21Then everyone 
who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’” 

 

Additional Text: Philippians 4:4-7 
4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 
5Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord 
is near. 6Do not worry about anything, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to 
God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds 
in Christ Jesus. 

 

Secondary Text: John 14:16-17 
16And I will ask the Father, and he will give you 
another Advocate, to be with you forever. 17This is 
the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, 
because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know 
him, because he abides with you, and he will be in 
you. 
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Scripture Readings 

Pronunciation Guide 

Parthians: PAHR-thee-uhnz 
Medes: MEEDZ 
Elamites: EE-luh-maits 
Mesopotamia: mehs-o-po-TAY-mih-uh 
Judea: dzhou-DEE-uh 
Cappadocia: kap-ih-DO-shee-uh 
Pontus: PAHN-tus 
Phrygia: FRIH-dzhih-uh 
Pamphylia: pam-FIHL-ih-uh 
Cyrene: sai-REE-neh 
Cretans: KREE-tihnz 
 

Dramatic Reading of the Text 

Readers: Narrator, Jew 1, Jew 2, Peter 

Narrator: When the day of Pentecost had come, they 
were all together in one place. And suddenly from 
heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent 
wind, and it filled the entire house where they were 
sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among 
them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of 
them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 
speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them 
ability. Now there were devout Jews from every 
nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this 
sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, 
because each one heard them speaking in the native 
language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked,  

Jew 1: “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 
And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own 
native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and 

residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, 
Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and 
the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors 
from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and 
Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking 
about God’s deeds of power.”  

Narrator: All were amazed and perplexed, saying to 
one another,  

Jew 2: “What does this mean?”  

Narrator: But others sneered and said,  

Jew 1: “They are filled with new wine.” 

Narrator: But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised 
his voice and addressed them,  

Peter: “Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, 
let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 
Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is 
only nine o’clock in the morning. No, this is what was 
spoken through the prophet Joel: ‘In the last days it 
will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit 
upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall 
prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and 
your old men shall dream dreams. Even upon my 
slaves, both men and women, in those days I will 
pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. And I 
will show portents in the heaven above and signs on 
the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. The 
sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to 
blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great and 
glorious day. Then everyone who calls on the name of 
the Lord shall be saved.’” 
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Theme and Liturgy 

Preaching Theme 

Main Idea: My faith might be strengthened by 
learning of the faith lives of others. 

In the book of Genesis (Gen. 11), God mixes the 
tongues and scatters a group of people who attempt 
to build a tower so tall they could make a name for 
themselves as the people who could reach the heavens. 
God did not approve of them working together for 
their own selfish gain, so God put a stop to it. 

Here, God does the opposite. God gives everyone the 
ability to hear in their own language the word of Christ. 
While the builders of the tower of Babel wanted to 
exalt themselves, the words of Christ invite people to 
empty themselves for the exaltation of others. There’s 
work to be done in the world, and it can be more 
effectively accomplished if people work together. 

As I consider this, it occurs to me I have very few 
friends that are not Christian. I’m not opposed to 
having non-Christian friends; I’ve just never taken the 
time or effort to find friends outside my general 
sphere of influence. And truthfully, I’m a little afraid to 
seek friends of differing cultures and religions because 
I’m afraid of offending them with my ignorance. It’s a 
tricky business. If I could muster the courage to ask 
questions, I might just learn something new. I might 
just make new friends. I might just be strengthened in 
my own faith as I learn of the faith lives of others. 

Perhaps it’s worth a try. 

 

Scripture Summary 

The Spirit’s descent upon the newly formed church is 
so powerful that spectators can only assume these 
multi-lingual proclamations are the effect of too much 
wine. But as it’s only nine in the morning, it might be 
worth seeking another explanation. 

Call to Worship 

L: Rejoice in the Lord always!  

C: Again, I will say, rejoice!  

L: Do not worry about anything,  

C: But in everything by prayer with thanksgiving 
let your requests be made known to God. 

L: And the peace of God, which passes all 
understanding,  

C: Will guard your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus. 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

L: We confess our sins before God and one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

L: Lord of life, 

C: Though you have made all things new, we 
still cling to the old. Forgive us when we 
doubt your presence, resist your call, and lose 
heart in the face of challenges. Remind us 
that you are bigger than our problems, our 
petty concerns, and foolish preoccupations, 
and restore us with your all-consuming love. 
Amen. 

L: Jesus is risen indeed, and we have received the 
most precious blessing: life eternal in his 
kingdom. Neither sin nor evil has the power to 
separate us from the One who loves us, and the 
One who forgives us in the name of the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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Liturgy 

Prayer of the Day 

L: Holy Spirit,  

C: You move within and among your people. 
Make us eager to go where you are sending 
us, open to being transformed by your 
Gospel’s power, in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

Offertory Prayer 

The best of what we have, we offer. Accept these 
gifts for the ultimate benefit of your kingdom, a place 
where all are welcome and each receives you as a 
precious gift. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the Church 

L: We pray for the church, the world, and all those 
in need. 

A brief silence. 

L: Gracious God, on the day of Pentecost, each one 
heard your word in a language they could 
understand. May we not be obstacles between 
your word being proclaimed and received by 
those hungry for it. Transforming Spirit, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: The giving of the Holy Spirit is a cosmic event, 
encompassing not only all people, but the whole 
universe you have made. Give us a vision as wide 
as we can handle, that we never set our sights too 
small in carrying out the work of your kingdom. 
Transforming Spirit, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: As the church celebrates its birthday, we give 
thanks for our worshipping community, for all the 
blessings we receive from it, and all the ways we 
can contribute to it. Strengthen congregations, 
their leaders, synods, church bodies, and all whose 
primary work is to magnify your name in all the 
earth. Transforming Spirit, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Spirit of life, pour out your healing upon each and 
every one of us, those with visible and invisible 
ailments, and those too afraid to ask for help. We 
ask a special blessing upon... Transforming Spirit, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: For saints of all tongues, tribes, and traditions, we 
thank you. For every challenge and every joy that 
lies ahead, we bring our gratitude and ask your 
protective power. Make us one, O God, as only 
you can. Transforming Spirit, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

Here other petitions may be offered. 

L: Into your hands we now commend all these 
things for which we pray, as we know with 
confidence that we can trust in you, Lord God, 
lover of our souls. Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Invitation 

With all the church in every corner of the world, we 
celebrate this meal together. Though our tables are 
many, our host is the same: Jesus Christ our beloved 
Savior. Gather us now and call us forth, to be fed, to 
be blessed, and to be inspired anew for your work. 
Come—the time is now! 
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Liturgy 

Litany 

L:  The images of Pentecost are striking. 

C: The locked room. The violent rush of wind. 
The tongues of fire. 

L:  And now, the speaking in tongues. 

C: How confusing that must have been, both for 
the disciples and their listeners! 

L:  Simple folk from Galilee, people who would not 
have learned another language, much less many 
languages, 

C: Were suddenly understandable to everyone. 

L:  This is the power of God’s Holy Spirit. 

C: This was the power of that Spirit working in 
the disciples, that Pentecost day long ago. 

L:  Dramatically, Jesus’ friends became equipped to 
spread God’s word everywhere. 

C: It was a miracle, and many that day came to 
believe. 

L:  We may ask: where is that Spirit today? 

C: We are so strange and incomprehensible to 
one another. 

L:  Even when we speak the same language, much 
less different ones. 

C: We need God’s Spirit in this world, now more 
than ever. 

L:  But there is good news, very good news. 

C: The Spirit of God is right here, in and with 
each one of us. 

L:  Inspired by that Spirit, we can unleash its great 
power to do good. 

C: We just need to go out into the world 
fearlessly, knowing we are never alone. 

L:  And even if we can’t speak a word of French, or 
Chinese, or Swahili, 

C: We can let our actions and our lives do the 
talking for us. 

L:  There are times and places when words fail—
even the clearest and most well-chosen words, 

C: Where there are hurts too deep, when people 
are too devastated to listen. 

L:  That’s when we need to call on the Spirit in us, to 
reach out to these suffering brothers and sisters in 
faith and love, 

C: To offer a smile, a helping hand, 

L:  To stand with them in their time of need, 

C: To walk beside them when they are in 
danger. 

L:  Even without wind and fire and miraculous 
instant communication, God’s power is alive and 
well and visible in this world through us. 

C: Because the Spirit is housed in our hearts, we 
can work wonders every bit as important as 
those worked by the first disciples. 

L:  God was with them, but God is also with us. 

C: Let us look for ways to make everyday 
miracles happen, trusting in the continuing 
power of the Holy Spirit. 

All: May it be so, today, and always! 
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Creative Expression 

Skit 

Characters: Kids 1-7 (speaking parts) plus as many 
other kids as you can drum up (non-speaking) 

Props: Stuffed cat, instruments, streamers 

 

Kid 1: What’s the matter, [Kid 2]? 

Kid 2: My aunt Mika just moved to Australia. 

Kid 3: Your favorite aunt? The one who gave you 
your stuffed cat, Mister Snuggles? 

Kid 2: Yeah.  

Kid 4: That’s terrible! She was like your best friend! 

Kid 2: I know. And she’s gone! But she said she was 
going to send me a gift. She said it was “so I would 
never be alone.” 

Kid 1: That’s cool. Did she say when it was going to 
get here? 

Kid 2: No idea. But she said I would know it when it 
came. 

Kid 3: Still. Wow. Aunt Mika is gone. 

Kid 4: I remember when she taught you how to ride a 
bike. 

Kid 2: I was so scared. I kept falling off. I didn’t think 
I would ever figure it out. But Aunt Mika just kept 
telling me I could do it. 

Kid 1: Then she put Mister Snuggles in the basket and 
you started riding! 

Kid 2: It’s weird, I know, but Mister Snuggles just 
made me feel like I didn’t have to do it alone. And 
that was all it took. 

Kid 3: Remember when you snuck Mister Snuggles 
into that state test at school? 

Kid 2: I just knew I would do better if I had him with 
me. Having Mister Snuggles with me was like having 
Aunt Mika there telling me I could do it! 

Kid 4: It’s almost like Mister Snuggles IS Aunt Mika. 

(suddenly all the rest of the kids come marching on stage 
shouting and playing instruments and dancing and jumping. 
Kid 7 is lagging behind, looking sad, and sits at the edge of the 
stage with their head down.) 

Kid 2: What’s going on? 

Kid 5: Aunt Mika told us to bring you something! 

Kid 6: (handing her Mister Snuggles) It’s a gift! 

Kid 2: But it’s just Mister Snuggles. I’ve always had 
Mister Snuggles. 

Kid 5: Exactly! Aunt Mika says as long as you have 
Mister Snuggles, you’re never alone. 

Kid 6: And since Mister Snuggles is from Aunt Mika, 
Mister Snuggles is a part of Aunt Mika. 

Kid 5: So Aunt Mika is always with you. No matter 
what! 

Kid 2: But I’m thirteen! I can’t carry around a stuffed 
cat with me everywhere I go. 

Kid 6: You don’t need the actual cat with you to 
know that he’s with you. And that Aunt Mika is with 
you. 

Kid 5: You just carry them in your heart. And then 
you can do anything you need to do! 

Kid 6: Even if you think you can’t do it yourself. You 
don’t have to do it yourself! 

Kid 1: It’s true, [Kid 2]. We all need help to be our 
best. 

(continued on next page) 
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Creative Expression 

Skit, continued 

 

Kid 2: Thanks, guys. This is really the best gift Aunt 
Mika could ever have sent! 

Kid 3: See you at school tomorrow! 

Kid 2: Bye! 

(All the kids leave except Kid 2 and Kid 7. Kid 2 notices Kid 
7 and walks over to them.) 

Kid 2: What’s the matter? 

Kid 7: I have to go to the doctor and get a shot. And 
I’m scared. 

Kid 2: It’s not that bad. I’ve had lots of shots. 

Kid 7: But what if it hurts? 

Kid 2: (thoughtful) You know what? I have something 
that will help. This is Mister Snuggles. With him, you 
can do anything. 

Kid 7: But isn’t he your favorite? 

Kid 2: He’ll always be mine. And he’ll always be with 
me. But you need him, too. So I want you to have 
him. 

Kid 7: Thanks SO much, [Kid 2]! 

Kid 2: You’re welcome. 
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Kids’ Storytime 

Main Message 

Pentecost brought different people together. 

 

Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• A picture of a flame 

 

Setting the Scene/Background 

Share how Pentecost was the day that some say was 
the “birthday of the church.” To celebrate, God gave 
the gift of Jesus’ message of love to everyone.  

 

Telling the Story 

Tell the story using the KidStuff bulletin. 

 

Activity 

Unpack how God shared the message with many 
different people from different places, and who even 
spoke different languages. 

Divide the kids into four (or more) groups and tell 
them they’re all very different people from different 
places. Teach each group a short phrase that they can 
repeat. Give one child the picture of the flame, which 
will represent the Holy Spirit. 

Tell the kids that, when you say “go,” they will all 
start repeating their individual group phrases in 
unison, so it makes a big muddled sound. Then, when 
the flame of the Holy Spirit appears, they will all 
move to the center and hold hands and start saying, 
“Jesus loves me!” 

Try the activity at least once. Discuss how God’s 
Holy Spirit brings everyone together, at Pentecost and 
every day. All are welcome! 

 

Reflection Questions 

• Do I know anyone who speaks a different 
language? 

• When have I made an effort to be friends 
with someone different from me? 

 

Stuff to Consider 

Pentecost should be loud and fun! But some kids are 
sensitive to loud noises. Keep this in mind in your 
own context and shape your message accordingly. 

 

Next Week’s Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
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