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Welcoming people to feel God’s love and grace 

176 West Sandtown Road 
Marietta, GA 30064 

(770) 424-2850 
clcwestcobb.org 

 Sunday, December 5, 2021 

8:45am Jazz Worship In-person and CLC Stream 

 

Second Sunday of Advent  
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Welcome to Christ Lutheran Church of West Cobb. Today is the Fourth Sunday of 
Advent. We light the Candle of Peace. The second candle reminds us of the Jesus,  
the Prince of “PEACE”, came to bring us spiritual peace. For our at home viewers, light 
two candles on your advent wreath as we sing Light one Candle to Watch for Messiah. 
Thank you for worshipping with us.  
 

Visiting today? Please sign our guest book found on clcwestcobb.org or complete the 
visitor card found in the pew (please include your email to sign up for our weekly email 
announcements) and place in the collection plate found in the Narthex. 
 

Please continue to wear a mask upon entering the church. 
 

P = Pastor C = Congregation 
*Those who are able, please stand 
*Stand/Kneel 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
MEDITATION MOMENT 
 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who alone does wonders, 
who lifts up the lowly, 
who fills the hungry with good things. 
Amen. 
 

P:  Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God. 
Pause for silence and reflection 
 

P:  God for whom we wait, 
 

in the presence of one another, 
we confess our sin before you. 
We fail in believing that your good news is for us. 
We falter in our call to tend your creation. 
We find our sense of self in material wealth. 
We fear those different from ourselves. 
We forget that we are your children 
and turn away from your love. 
Forgive us, Blessed One, 
and assure us again of your saving grace. 
Amen. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdnEMoPJ0YWON-f6zBDFlp2OKs9rA46ImJeVuMIBdKbrrNgVw/viewform
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P:  God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! 
Through the power of the Holy Spirit, 

☩ your sins are forgiven. 

You are children of the Most High, 
inheritors of the eternal promise, 
and recipients of divine mercy. 
God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace. 
Amen. 
 
*GATHERING HYMN:         ELW 244 
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ADVENT LITANY - First Sunday of Advent (Peace) 
 

L:  Advent is marked by a spirit of yearning for peace. 

C:  May the world be filled with the peace of Christ. 
 

L:  We long today for peace among nations. 

C:  May the world be filled with the peace of Christ. 
 

L:  We long today for peace among races. 

C:  May the world be filled with the peace of Christ. 
 

L:  We long today for peace in our hearts and in our lives. 

C:  May the world be filled with the peace of Christ. 
 

L: Today we light two candles – the candle of hope and the candle of peace. The 
light of this second candle reminds us that God’s purpose in sending his Son into 
the world was to bring peace. We look at the division, the fighting, and the turmoil 
around us, and we see a world in dire need. We remind ourselves that peace 
begins with forgiveness, and that forgiveness begins in our hearts. 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH     ELW 240 

Light One Candle (vs. 1 & 2 – each week of Advent we add an additional verse)  
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P:  Let us pray. 
Gracious God, we thank you for your promise of peace, and we know that 
because of Christ, peace is possible. We pray today for the nations of the world, 
that we could find a way to live together in peace. We pray for our brothers and 
sisters everywhere, that we could become more forgiving, more understanding, 
and more loving to one another. Flood our hearts with the light of peace today so 
that we might take that light and spread your love to the whole world. Amen. 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY:   

P:  Let us pray. God of Promise, 
C:  You have never abandoned us. Strengthen our resolve and fortify  
our faith in the face of despair, that we might live to sing your praises 
another day. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 

Special Music – Janice Rose Fallin 
 

Children’s Sermon       Julie Ridings 
 

THE WORD            Ezekiel 37:1-14 
Yet another prophet promises God’s deliverance for the exiled nation of Israel. How much 
longer can they take it? Ezekiel’s vision must certainly be an illustration of a people desperate  
for life-giving breath. 
 

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord  
and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2He led me all round 
them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3He said to me, 
‘Mortal, can these bones live?’ I answered, ‘O Lord God, you know.’ 4Then he said to 
me, ‘Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of 
the Lord. 5Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you,  
and you shall live. 6I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you,  
and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know 
that I am the Lord.’ 
     7 So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was 
a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8I looked, and there 
were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but 
there was no breath in them. 9Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, 
mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, 
O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.’ 10I prophesied as he 
commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, 
a vast multitude. 
     11 Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, 
“Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” 12Therefore 
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prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, 
and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of 
Israel. 13And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you 
up from your graves, O my people. 14I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and 
I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and 
will act, says the Lord.’ 

 
L:  This is the Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Sermon:  xxxxx     Pastor Karen Boda  

 

*HYMN OF THE DAY:  Breathe 
Words: Marie  Barnett; Music: Marie Barnett, arr.by Mark A. Miller; © 1995 Mercy/Vineyard Publishing  

 
This is the air I breathe, 
This is the air I breathe,  
Your holy presence  
Living in me. 
 
This is my daily bread, 
This is my daily bread,  
Your very word  
Spoken to me.   
 
And I, I’m desperate for you.   
And I, I’m lost without you. 
 
This is the air I breathe, 
This is the air I breathe,  
Your holy presence  
Living in me. 
 
This is my daily bread, 
This is my daily bread,  
Your very word  
Spoken to me.   
 
And I, I’m desperate for you.   
And I, I’m lost without you. 
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*NICENE CREED: 
We believe in one God, 
   the Father, the Almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth, 
   of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
  the only Son of God, 
  eternally begotten of the Father, 
  God from God, Light from Light, 
  true God from true God, 
  begotten, not made, 
  of one Being with the Father; 
  through him all things were made. 
   
For us and for our salvation 
     he came down from heaven, 
     was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
     and became truly human. 
     For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
     he suffered death and was buried. 
     On the third day he rose again 
     in accordance with the scriptures; 
     he ascended into heaven 
     and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
     He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
     and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
  who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
  who has spoken through the prophets. 
  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
  We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
     and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
P:  We pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 
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P:  Israel had so lost hope that it was as though they had died. Show us the 
places where we have become resigned and have given up—on our dreams,  
on others, on ourselves. Nothing is truly lost with you, O Lord. May bones 
reanimated be our reminder and our motivation to start again.  
Life-giving God, hear our prayer. 
 

P:  In war zones, droughts and famines, disaster areas and places of mass 
persecution, breathe your spirit of life where hope has dried up. Use your people 
to minister to one another’s needs and to restore a sense of what is possible. 
Life-giving God, hear our prayer. 
 

P:  Bless the work of healers, caregivers, and all those who work tirelessly to find 
new treatments and cures for chronic diseases. Inspire them to discover what 
they never imagined could be done, and to use their talents for the benefit of many. 
Life-giving God, hear our prayer. 
 

P: You send messengers into the world to proclaim the day of your coming. Make 
our bishops, pastors, deacons, and lay preachers confident in their preaching, 
that their words and our lives witness to your grace. We lift up our missionary 
partners in prayer, Vincent and Julie Leyioole in Kenya and ILAG in Guatemala. 
Life-giving God, hear our prayer. 
 

P:  Those who believe in you—even though they die—will live. This is a lofty 
promise, but one which you deliver to all who put their faith in you. Impart your 
healing to us all this day, especially David and Lonnie Connelly, Ronnie Mahler, 
Jim Mitchell, Sue Moseley, Beverly Haggard, Patrick Fallin, Ralph & Pat Ehrich, 
Betsey Ellingsen, Sharon Koberg, Chris and Ian Metcalfe, Vivian Sisson,  
Susan Emberley, Nell Danielson, Mark Breen, Shirley Schumacher,  
Sheri Punchak, and Caryl Docherty.  
Life-giving God, hear our prayer. 
 

P:  Gracious God, thank you for drawing us ever anew into the ministry of the 
Word. In the community of faith, we are empowered for witness and service  
even as we are ministered to with forgiveness, reconciliation, and healing.  
As we work to call a new pastor to our congregation, show us our neediness – 
what we need and what needs doing for our life together in Christ.  
Life-giving God, hear our prayer. 
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P:  They who once were dead are now alive in you. We have no fear of  
death because we belong to you. Join us with the saints in never-ending  
praise to our loving and redeeming Creator.  
Life-giving God, hear our prayer. 
 

P: Renew our strength and rekindle our zeal for your word and your work  
in this world, and make of us the living answers to prayer for the sake of  
all whom you love. Amen. 
 

*SHARING OF PEACE  

(Please share a sign of peace with those around you and digitally with 

those who can’t physically be safely here.) 
 

*RECEPTION OF THE OFFERING  

We greatly appreciate your gifts that allow us to support our 
ministry at Christ Lutheran Church. You may leave your offering 
in the collection plate in the Narthex, give online at 
www.clcwestcobb.org/give or scan this QR code. Thank you!  
 

*OFFERING HYMN         

Accept, O Lord, the Gifts We Bring  
Text: Beth Bergeron Folkener, Paraphrase: Jean Fiester; Tune:  Greensleeves 

Accept, O Lord the gifts we bring to place upon your table. 
We do not worship as we ought, but only as we're able. 
All, all of our hopes and dreams and cares we lift before you. 
Lord, come to our table now as humbly we adore you. 
 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER:  

P:  Let us pray. 

C:  God of our waiting and watching, 

we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives 

to the service of all your people. 

Prepare the way before us 

as we meet you in this simple meal, 

through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. 

Amen. 
 

 
 
 

http://www.clcwestcobb.org/give
http://www.clcwestcobb.org/give
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*GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you.  
P:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them to the Lord.  
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
*PREFACE FOR THE SEASON 
 
HOLY, HOLY HOLY (Read) 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
*WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
*THE LORD’S PRAYER:       
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,         
on earth as it is in heaven. 
 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses,   
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever, and ever. Amen. 
 

*COMMUNION 

P:  You breathe life into our lifeless souls, and continue to feed us on your 

goodness. Gather your people at this holy meal, and revive us to live and serve a 

new day as your followers. Arise, come, and be renewed! C: Thanks be to God. 
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LAMB OF GOD     ELW 174 (front pages in hymnal) 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

have mercy on us.  

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

have mercy on us.  

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  

grant us peace, grant us peace. 

 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 

Due to the lingering pandemic and our love for one another, we will commune 

today using the communion “kits.” Please remain in your seats and follow the 

instructions of the pastor. The “kits” are self-contained with the wafer under the 

top flap and the juice or wine under the second flap. Please indicate to the usher 

if you need a kit. As you exit, please dispose of your kit. 
 

TABLE BLESSING 

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  

strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen. 
 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P:  Let us pray.  

Most High God, you have come among us at this table. By the Spirit’s power, 

form us to be bearers of your word, sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, 

through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest. 

C:  Amen. 
 

*BLESSING 

P:  The God of hope 

fill us with all joy and peace in believing, 

so that we may abound in hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

through Christ Jesus for whom we wait. 

Amen. 
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*SENDING HYMN:       ELW 437 

 

 
 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*DISMISSAL:    
P: Go in peace. Christ is near. C: Thanks be to God.  
 
Next Week’s Readings:  Third Sunday of Advent, Isaiah 55:1-13 
 
Baptismal Recognition: Jean Corbin, Pat Hammersmith and Tom Mabry. 
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Advent Week 1 
We continue to give thanks for the beautiful Advent tree that adorns our 
sanctuary. It is filled with ornaments called Chrismons, or “Christ-monograms.” 
See if you can find the different crosses on the tree. 
 

  
 The Cross on which Christ died for us. 

 
 

 
 The chi-rho monogram - chi (looks like X) and rho (looks like P) 
 from the Greek alphabet. They are the first two letters of “Christ” in 
 Greek (Christos). 

 
 
 The Irish or Celtic Cross has a circle in the middle to  
 symbolize eternity. 

 
 

 The Anchor Cross reminds Christian's that Jesus is  
 the anchor of their faith. 
 

 
Church Announcements 
   
Quilting Meeting is Monday, December 6th at 10am. We need all skill levels, 
from novice to experienced quilters to help. Join us! If you have any questions, 
contact Linda Barrett by email lindasloan39@gmail.com. 
 

The quilters also need donations of queen- and king-size sheets in bright colors 
or patterns. They use the sheets for the backing of quilts. Please drop the sheets 
off in the Narthex in the quilters box. 
 
CLC Needs help during the Christmas Eve Services. This year, we have 
services at 3pm, 5pm and 7pm. If you plan on attending, please consider serving 
others by volunteering during the services. We usually have a large number of 
visitors that night. If you have never volunteered as Sunday Servant, please 
contact Marianne Mabry, CLC Office Manager, at lutherch@bellsouth.net  
who will pair you up with a mentor. Sign up on the clcwestcobb.org. 

mailto:lutherch@bellsouth.net
http://www.whychristmas.com/i/chrismons/chrismon-cross-large.png
http://www.whychristmas.com/i/chrismons/chrismon-celticcross-large.png
http://www.whychristmas.com/i/chrismons/chrismon-anchor-large.png
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In addition to celebrating the birth of our savior, this is also the time of year when 
many of us update our year-end giving plans to the causes we treasure. As you 
develop your own plans for 2021, we ask that you consider Christ Lutheran 
(CLC) in your year-end giving plans. Solid financials for 2021 will allow us to start 
2022 with a clear focus on our new ministry initiatives outlined in our recent 
Stewardship campaign. 
 
Historically, most gifts received by CLC have been in the form of direct cash 
contributions. We have recently become aware of a service provided by the 
Synod that enables CLC to receive gifts of equity investments (stocks, mutual 
funds, etc.). This can present some significant tax advantages depending on your 
specific circumstances. If you are interested in this service, please contact (either 
directly or through your financial advisor) the Rev. Ana L. Lugo, Regional Gift 
Planner for the Southeastern Synod of the ELCA Foundation at (773) 380-2997 
(office) or (904) 219-2769 (mobile) or ana.lugo@elca.org. It is important that you 
not liquidate any such investments you may consider as a gift prior to 
coordinating the process with the Synod/ELCA. 
 
In addition, those 70.5 years old or older can gift up to $100,000 of cash per year 
from an IRA or 401k account, which may count towards your Required Minimum 
Distribution (RMD). It is important that you direct the cash distribution directly to 
CLC and avoid receiving the distribution directly from your account.   
 
If you are interested in either of these options, we recommend consulting your 
financial and/or tax advisor, and Mary Kempffer at (919) 614-0950 or 
mkempffer01@gmail.com with any questions. 
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Upcoming Dates  
Sun., December 5  Second Sunday of Advent 
   8:45am Jazz Worship  
   10:00am Sunday School and Confirmation In-person 
   10:15am Acolyte Training – 3rd grade and up  
   10:00am Adult Bible Study In-person and Zoom 
   11:00am Traditional Worship 
Monday, Dec. 6 10:00am Morning Quilting 
 

Wed., December 8  10:00am Bible Study In-person and Zoom 
    6:00pm Young Ringers Bell Practice  
    6:45pm Adult Bell Choir Practice 
    7:30pm Choir Practice 
 

Sun., December 12  Third Sunday of Advent 
   8:45am Jazz Worship  
   10:00am Sunday School and Confirmation In-person 
   10:00am Adult Bible Study In-person and Zoom 
   11:00am Traditional Worship 
 

Wed., December 15  10:00am Bible Study In-person and Zoom 
    6:00pm Young Ringers Bell Practice  
    6:45pm Adult Bell Choir Practice 
    7:30pm Choir Practice 
 

Thur., December 16   7:00pm Blue Christmas 
 

Sun., December 19  Fourth Sunday of Advent 

   8:45am Jazz Worship  
   10:00am Sunday School and Confirmation In-person 
   10:00am Annual Meeting in Fellowship Hall 
   11:00am Christmas Program/Traditional Worship 
    Noon  Christmas Party 
 

Wed., December 22  10:00am Bible Study In-person and Zoom 
    6:00pm Young Ringers Bell Practice  
    6:45pm Adult Bell Choir Practice 
    7:30pm Choir Practice 
 

Fri., December 24 Christmas Eve – Services at 3pm, 5pm & 7pm 
 

Sat., December 25 Merry Christmas – No church services 
 

Sun., December 26 10:00am Lessons and Carols - One service only 
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Sunday Servants for Sunday, December 5th      

   8:45    11:00 

Greeter:  Rich Hallberg   Barbara Kiepert & Betty Kaminsky 

Altar Guild:  Kathy Dickens   Sue Burkhart   

Lector:   Rich Hallberg   Sue Burkhart 

Ushers:  Tom Mabry   Don Jordan  

   Marianne Mabry  Cathy Jordan 

Communion Asst.: Lois Minta   Sue Burkhart   

Children Sermon: Julie Ridings   Julie Ridings 
 

Sunday Servants for Sunday, December 12th      

   8:45    11:00 

Greeter:  Need Help   Need Help 

Altar Guild:  Dana Bonham   Need Help   

Lector:   Bernie Hoffmann  Need Help 

Ushers:  Need Help   Need Help  

   Need Help   Need Help 

Communion Asst.: Dana Bonham   Need Help   

Children Sermon: Tom Mabry   Need Help 

 

Continue to visit clcwestcobb.org for the most up-to-date information from Christ 

Lutheran Church. And we encourage you to join FaceBook and “like” the CLCWestCobb 

page. You can also subscribe to the Christ Lutheran Church of West Cobb YouTube and 

never miss a video created by CLC. You can also find the links to our social media pages 

on the bottom of the church website.  

STAFF  
Members of Christ Lutheran Church                       Ministers  
Maxine Langford                 Children’s Ministry Director 

Marianne Mabry (lutherch@bellsouth.net)           Office Manager  
Jean Fiester                                                                                          Organist  
Scotty York                                             Choir Director  
Sandi Barrett                                                                  Handbell Choir Director   
Chris Riggenbach                                           Jazz Musician  
Doug Ponier                                             Jazz Musician                                                                          
Bill VanDyke                                               Jazz Musician  
Darlene Nugen                                                                                       Sexton  

Pastor Karen Boda (Pastorkboda@gmail.com; cell 678-429-7466)        Interim Pastor  
Copyrights: CCLI License # 682881; All Rights Reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE 731000A; From Sundays and 
Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License # SBT003753   

https://www.clcwestcobb.org/
https://www.clcwestcobb.org/
mailto:Pastorkboda@gmail.com

