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Program 1: Creation – Judges 

• 09/12/21: Creation by the Word, Genesis 1:1—2:4a 

• 09/19/21: Binding of Isaac, Genesis 21:1-3; 22:1-14 

• 09/26/21: Isaac’s Blessing and Jacob’s Dream, Genesis 27:1-4, 15-23; 28:10-17 

• 10/3/21: God’s Name Is Revealed, Exodus 2:23-25; 3:1-15; 4:10-17 

• 10/10/21: God Provides Manna, Exodus 16:1-18 

• 10/17/21: God Calls Samuel, 1 Samuel 3:1-21 

 

Program 1: Kings and Prophets 

• 10/24/21: God Calls David, 1 Samuel 16:1-13; Psalm 51:10-14 

• 10/31/21: Solomon’s Temple, 1 Kings 5:1-5; 8:1-13 

• 11/7/21: God Speaks to Elijah, 1 Kings 19:1-18 

• 11/14/21: Amos: Justice Rolls Down, Amos 1:1-2; 5:14-15, 21-24 

• 11/21/21: Isaiah: A Child Is Born (Christ the King), Isaiah 9:1-7 

 

Program 1: Advent and Christmas 

• 11/28/21: Jeremiah’s Letter to Exiles (Advent 1), Jeremiah 29:1, 4-14 

• 12/5/21: Ezekiel: Valley of Dry Bones (Advent 2), Ezekiel 37:1-14 

• 12/12/21: Word Accomplishes God’s Purpose (Advent 3) Isaiah 55:1-13 

• 12/19/21: Word Made Flesh (Advent 4) John 1:1-18 

• 12/24/21: Birth of Jesus (Christmas Eve), Luke 2:1-14 [15-20] 

• 12/25/21: Shepherds Visit (Christmas Day), Luke 2:8-20 

• 12/26/21: A Voice in the Wilderness, John 1:19-34 

• 1/2/22: Jesus Says Come and See, John 1:35-51

Program I Index 
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Scripture Readings 

Text: Genesis 1:1—2:4a 
In the beginning when God created the heavens and 
the earth, 2the earth was a formless void and darkness 

covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God 
swept over the face of the waters. 
3Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 
4And God saw that the light was good; and God separated 
the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and 
the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and 
there was morning, the first day. 
6And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the 
waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.” 7So 
God made the dome and separated the waters that were 
under the dome from the waters that were above the 
dome. And it was so. 8God called the dome Sky. And there 
was evening and there was morning, the second day. 
9And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered 
together into one place, and let the dry land appear.” And 
it was so. 10God called the dry land Earth, and the waters 
that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw 
that it was good. 11Then God said, “Let the earth put forth 
vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every 
kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it 
was so. 12The earth brought forth vegetation: plants 
yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every kind bearing 
fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. 
13And there was evening and there was morning, the third 
day. 
14And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the 
sky to separate the day from the night; and let them be for 
signs and for seasons and for days and years, 15and let 
them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon 
the earth.” And it was so. 16God made the two great 
lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light 
to rule the night—and the stars. 17God set them in the 
dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, 18to rule over 
the day and over the night, and to separate the light from 
the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19And there 
was evening and there was morning, the fourth day. 
20And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of 
living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the 
dome of the sky.” 21So God created the great sea monsters 
and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with 
which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every 
kind. And God saw that it was good. 22God blessed them, 
saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the 
seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 23And there was 
evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 

24And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures 
of every kind: cattle and creeping things and wild animals 
of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. 25God made the 
wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of 
every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of 
every kind. And God saw that it was good. 
26Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, 
according to our likeness; and let them have dominion 
over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and 
over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, 
and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” 
27So God created humankind in his image, in the image of 
God he created them; male and female he created them. 
28God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful 
and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have 
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the 
air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” 
29God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed 
that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with 
seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. 30And to 
every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to 
everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the 
breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” 
And it was so. 
31God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was 
very good. And there was evening and there was morning, 
the sixth day. 

Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all 
their multitude. 2And on the seventh day God finished 

the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh 
day from all the work that he had done. 3So God blessed 
the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested 
from all the work that he had done in creation. 
4These are the generations of the heavens and the earth 
when they were created.  
 

Secondary Text: John 1:1-5 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the beginning 

with God. 3All things came into being through him, and 
without him not one thing came into being. What has 
come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light 
of all people. 
5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
overcome it. 
 

  

1 

2 

1 
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Scripture Readings 

Dramatic Reading of the Text 
Readers: Narrator, God 
Narrator: In the beginning when God created the heavens 
and the earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness 
covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God 
swept over the face of the waters. Then God said,  
God: “Let there be light”;  
Narrator: And there was light. And God saw that the light 
was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 
God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. 
And there was evening and there was morning, the first 
day. 
Narrator: And God said,  
God: “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and 
let it separate the waters from the waters.”  
Narrator: So God made the dome and separated the 
waters that were under the dome from the waters that 
were above the dome. And it was so. God called the dome 
Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the 
second day. 
Narrator: And God said,  
God: “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together 
into one place, and let the dry land appear.”  
Narrator: And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, 
and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. 
And God saw that it was good. Then God said,  
God: “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding 
seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit 
with the seed in it.”  
Narrator: And it was so. The earth brought forth 
vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees of 
every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw 
that it was good. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the third day. And God said,  
God: “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to 
separate the day from the night; and let them be for signs 
and for seasons and for days and years, and let them be 
lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.”  
Narrator: And it was so. God made the two great lights—
the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule 
the night—and the stars. God set them in the dome of the 
sky to give light upon the earth, to rule over the day and 
over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. 
And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and 
there was morning, the fourth day. And God said,  

God: “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living 
creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the dome 
of the sky.”  
Narrator: So God created the great sea monsters and 
every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which 
the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. 
And God saw that it was good. God blessed them, saying,  
God: “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the 
seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.”  
Narrator: And there was evening and there was morning, 
the fifth day. And God said,  
God: “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every 
kind: cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the 
earth of every kind.”  
Narrator: And it was so. God made the wild animals of 
the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and 
everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And 
God saw that it was good. Then God said,  
God: “Let us make humankind in our image, according to 
our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of 
the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, 
and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every 
creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.”  
Narrator: So God created humankind in his image, in the 
image of God he created them; male and female he created 
them. God blessed them, and God said to them,  
God: “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and 
subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and 
over the birds of the air and over every living thing that 
moves upon the earth.” 
Narrator: God said,  
God: “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that 
is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in 
its fruit; you shall have them for food. And to every beast 
of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything 
that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of 
life, I have given every green plant for food.”  
Narrator: And it was so. God saw everything that he had 
made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening 
and there was morning, the sixth day. Thus the heavens 
and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. And 
on the seventh day God finished the work that he had 
done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work 
that he had done. So God blessed the seventh day and 
hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work 
that he had done in creation. These are the generations of 
the heavens and the earth when they were created. 
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Theme and Liturgy 

Preaching Theme 

Main Idea: The creation story models a healthy 
perspective for ourselves and for our relationships. 

This is easily one of the most beautiful stories with the 
richest images ever written! I cannot help but get more and 
more excited as I read. Creation begins with just one thing: 
God. (A triune God, perhaps? God’s spirit [wind] sweeps 
over the face of the waters, and God creates humans in 
“our” image.) The story then forms and shapes with the 
creation of light and the separation of light from darkness; 
a separation of waters from waters, and then waters from 
dry land; vegetation; the sun, the moon, and the stars; sea 
creatures and flying things; creepy, crawly things and 
animals. Can you feel the movement from cold, hard, and 
dark to warm, bright, and filled with life?! 

For all the wondrous, amazing things God created, God 
was not finished until God created people. Like a chef 
creating a mouth-watering masterpiece with flavors, aromas, 
and delicious sides, the feast is not complete until the main 
dish is plated. With creation set in motion and teeming 
with life, God rests. God makes the day of rest holy so 
that people will forever remember that rest is a necessary 
component to the everlasting movement of the planet. 

This fantastic story tells us many things. It reminds us just 
who is responsible for all of this magnificent creation. God 
is the primary artist, with God’s brushstrokes on every 
corner of this canvas. People are the creation, not the 
Creator, with responsibilities for stewardship over all that 
God has made. 

This story also models a healthy rhythm for living: working 
from big to small, attending to every detail, giving the 
work a life of its own, and then letting it breathe as the 
worker rests.  

Additionally, the story helps us to recognize that all created 
things are precious. Every rock, plant, sea creature, bird, 
and animal is special to God. More importantly, every 
single human is of utmost importance to God. None is 
greater than another. At the core of creation, no color, 
gender, size, religion, or ability is greater than another.  

When we can remember our place in the big picture, 
perhaps we can learn to put God’s creation ahead of 
ourselves, so that we might care for the planet, its 
inhabitants, and all of God’s children. 

 

Scripture Summary 
God is hard at work crafting each aspect of the universe, 
sparing no detail. But even the Almighty Creator takes 
time to rest. 

 

Call to Worship 
L: In the beginning was the Word. 

C: All things came into being through him. 

L: In the Word was life, 

C: And the life was the light of all people. 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

L: We confess our sins before God and one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

L: Loving Creator, 

C: You have formed us, given us breath, and 
supplied our every need. And yet we are slow to 
recognize your blessings, quick to doubt and 
criticize, and eager to blame others for our own 
shortcomings. Forgive us when we fail to reflect 
the unconditional love of the One who made us. 
Have mercy on us and claim us once again as 
your own. Amen. 

L: The Lord hears our every cry and grants forgiveness 
when we repent. Receive the promise that cannot be 
taken away: you are a child of God, loved, pardoned, 
and blessed forever. We pray in the name of Jesus our 
Savior. Amen. 
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Liturgy 

Prayer of the Day 

L: Beloved Creator,  

C: Everything in heaven and earth bears your 
signature. May we ever rejoice that you have 
made us, and that you have made us your own, 
through the loving-kindness of Jesus our Savior. 
Amen. 

 

Offertory Prayer 
What could we possibly offer the Maker of the universe? 
Our prayers, our gratitude, ourselves. We bring these gifts 
before you in humble thanks for all that you are, and all 
that you have given us, to the glory of Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the Church 

L: We pray for the church, the world, and all those in 
need. 

A brief silence. 

L: O Lord, you said, “Let it be,” and it was so. And it was 
good. Remind us of the power of words to create, to 
build up, and to break down. May your good always be 
our guide. Creator God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Light and dark, oceans and land, fish and creeping 
creatures—all owe their existence to you. May we 
never forget that we also were brought forth by your 
creative hand, as we carry out our duty to care for all 
that lives and relies on our faithful stewardship for its 
continuance. 
Creator God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Comfort, O Lord, those who still bear the inner and 
outer wounds of the September 11 tragedy. When 
events too great to comprehend threaten to 
overwhelm us, remind us that you are still great 
enough and compassionate enough to hold this entire 
world in the palm of your hand. Creator God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Just as your spirit first brought our clay to life, so now 
breathe your healing into all who crave wholeness, 
especially... Creator God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: All creation sings your praise, O Lord: that which has 
gone before and that which has yet to be. Join us 
eternally with our sisters and brothers living in your 
light perpetual, that we may one day join hands again 
as your heavenly family. Creator God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

Here other petitions may be offered. 

L: You speak the word, and it is so. Receive our prayers 
and give us such hope in your promises that we never 
hesitate to ask, knowing that you hear us when we say, 
Amen! 

 

Eucharistic Invitation 

See, God has given us every plant yielding seed that is 
upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in 
its fruit. So, we graciously receive the grains and the grapes 
which have become this bread and this wine. May they be 
for us the body and blood of the Word to which we owe 
our lives. Come and eat! Enjoy the fruits of creation! 
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Liturgy 

Litany 

L: In the beginning God created everything from 
nothing. 

C: Everything that exists. Everything that grows. 
Everything that lives. 

L: Including us. It’s easy to think we are the most 
important part of creation. 

C: That the world, that the universe revolves around 
us. 

L: That we can just do whatever we want to our planet. 

C: This miracle God made—we can trash it with no 
consequences. 

L: But there are consequences. We can destroy what God 
has so lovingly created. 

C: And a lot of the time, that’s exactly what we do. 

L: There are earthquakes, hurricanes, tornados—all kinds 
of natural disasters. 

C: All of these can do great damage. 

L: But we are capable of far worse damage. 

C: From huge things like nuclear war… 

L: To little things like littering. 

C: Every careless, destructive thing we do 
diminishes God’s amazing creation. 

L: Sometimes it’s a wonder God ever trusted us to be 
stewards. 

C: We’ve done enough wrong to be fired, a thousand 
times over. 

L: Yet God still gives us chances to halt, even to reverse 
the damage before it’s too late. 

C: We can stop polluting; we can save endangered 
species. 

L: We can use all our amazing technology for good. 

C: Or not. 

L: God gives us so many chances, but one day our time 
will run out. 

C: And it will be too late. 

L: The beginning was God’s, but we can hasten the 
ending. 

C: Or not. 

L: We can cherish everything that grows, everything that 
lives. 

C: Including each other. 

L: May we honor the miracle of creation, and give 
humble thanks for our part in God’s incredible plan. 

C: And may we say, with our God, “It is good. It is 
very good.” 
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Creative Expression 

Skit 
Characters: Person 1, Person 2 

Props: Canvas, easel, palette, and paint brush 

Scene: Person 2 is painting a picture. 

 

Person 1: (entering and looking over Person 2’s shoulder as they 
paint) Wow. That is really coming along! 

Person 2: Thanks! I don’t think I’ve ever been this 
inspired in my whole life. 

Person 1: You’ve been working on it for days and yet 
every time I see you, you’re just as excited about it. 

Person 2: The beginning was tough though. 

Person 1: Oh yeah, I remember. You just stared at that 
blank canvas for hours. 

Person 2: There was so much potential there, and I had so 
many ideas. My mind and my heart and my spirit all just 
circling around each other, wanting to create, but wanting 
it to be just…good, you know? 

Person 1: But then something just clicked and you picked 
up that brush and BOOM! 

Person 2: And it was good. 

Person 1: I’m amazed every time I come back and see 
what you’ve done. You keep building on that first brush 
stroke, and it gets richer and more beautiful. 

Person 2: It seems to want to build on itself. One thing 
leads to the next and even though I absolutely adore 
everything I’ve created, I’m excited to see what comes 
next. 

Person 1: So what does come next? 

Person 2: (frowning) Actually, I’m kind of stuck. 

Person 1: Really? Well, maybe you’re done. 

Person 2: No. I know it’s not finished. There’s something 
missing. Something important. 

Person 1: Let me look. (Steps back from the easel and takes a 
long look) 

Person 2: Well? What do you see? 

Person 1: I know what I don’t see. 

Person 2: What? What don’t you see? 

Person 1: I don’t see you. 

Person 2: What do you mean? I didn’t think it was a self-
portrait. 

Person 1: Well, yes and no. It’s definitely a reflection of 
you. I see parts of you in every element of the painting. 
Your intense joy, your love, your creativity, your desire to 
communicate. But I think what it needs is a clear image of 
you. 

Person 2: Wow. I…I love that idea. And I think you’re 
right. There needs to be some kind of manifestation of all 
parts of me—heart, mind, spirit. Then it’ll be complete. 

Person 1: And it will be very good! 

Person 2: After that? I’m taking a good long nap. This 
level of inspired creativity is exhausting! 

Person 1: And that will be very good, too. 
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Kids’ Storytime 

Main Message 

God rested on the seventh day – and we need rest, too. 

 

Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• Pillow 
• Sleeping bag 
• Other bedtime items 
 

Setting the Scene/Background 
Bring a pillow, a sleeping bag, maybe a book or other 
things you might use right before you go to bed. Invite the 
kids to get comfortable and tell them you’re going to read 
today’s story like it’s a bedtime story.  

 

Telling the Story 
Tell the story using the KidStuff bulletin. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity 
Talk to the kids about resting. What time do they go to 
bed? Do they like to sleep? Do their parents ever make 
them go to bed when they aren’t ready yet? The story of 
the creation of the world is a beautiful story, but it is also a 
story about rest and how rest is just as important as 
creating. God even needed to rest, and so we do as well. Is 
it strange to think of rest as a holy thing? Well, it’s one of 
the ways we take good care of our bodies that God gave 
us. 

 

Reflection Questions 

• Why do you think God took a day of rest? 
• Is it strange to think rest might be a holy thing? 

 

Stuff to Consider 
Many kids on the autism spectrum enjoy the feel of a 
pillow and being snug in a sleeping back. Other children 
with sensory issues may feel trapped. Keep this in mind as 
you invite kids to participate. 
 
 

Next Week’s Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• Posters or pictures of great athletes 
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Scripture Readings 

Text: Genesis 21:1-3; 22:1-14 
The Lord dealt with Sarah as he had said, and the 
Lord did for Sarah as he had promised. 2Sarah 

conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age, at the 
time of which God had spoken to him. 3Abraham gave the 
name Isaac to his son whom Sarah bore him. 

 

After these things God tested Abraham. He said 
to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 

2He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you 
love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as 
a burnt offering on one of the mountains that I shall show 
you.” 

3So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his 
donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his 
son Isaac; he cut the wood for the burnt offering, and set 
out and went to the place in the distance that God had 
shown him. 4On the third day Abraham looked up and saw 
the place far away. 5Then Abraham said to his young men, 
“Stay here with the donkey; the boy and I will go over 
there; we will worship, and then we will come back to 
you.” 6Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and 
laid it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and 
the knife. So the two of them walked on together. 7Isaac 
said to his father Abraham, “Father!” And he said, “Here I 
am, my son.” He said, “The fire and the wood are here, 
but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8Abraham 
said, “God himself will provide the lamb for a burnt 
offering, my son.” So the two of them walked on together. 

9When they came to the place that God had shown him, 
Abraham built an altar there and laid the wood in order. 
He bound his son Isaac, and laid him on the altar, on top 
of the wood. 10Then Abraham reached out his hand and 
took the knife to kill his son. 

11But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven, and 
said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 
12He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do 
anything to him; for now I know that you fear God, since 
you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” 
13And Abraham looked up and saw a ram, caught in a 
thicket by its horns. Abraham went and took the ram and 
offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14So 
Abraham called that place “The Lord will provide”; as it is 
said to this day, “On the mount of the Lord it shall be 
provided.” 

 

Secondary Text: John 1:29 
29The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him and 
declared, “Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the 
sin of the world!” 

 

Pronunciation Guide 
Moriah: maw-RAI-uh 
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Scripture Readings 

Dramatic Reading of the Text 
Readers: Narrator, God, Abraham, Isaac 

Narrator: The Lord dealt with Sarah as he had said, and 
the Lord did for Sarah as he had promised. Sarah 
conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age, at the 
time of which God had spoken to him. Abraham gave the 
name Isaac to his son whom Sarah bore him. After these 
things God tested Abraham. He said to him,  

God: “Abraham!”  

Narrator: And he said,  

Abraham: “Here I am.”  

Narrator: He said,  

God: “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you 
love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as 
a burnt offering on one of the mountains that I shall show 
you.” 

Narrator: So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled 
his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and 
his son Isaac; he cut the wood for the burnt offering, and 
set out and went to the place in the distance that God had 
shown him. On the third day Abraham looked up and saw 
the place far away. Then Abraham said to his young men,  

Abraham: “Stay here with the donkey; the boy and I will 
go over there; we will worship, and then we will come back 
to you.”  

Narrator: Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering 
and laid it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire 
and the knife. So the two of them walked on together. 
Isaac said to his father Abraham,  

Isaac: “Father!”  

Narrator: And he said,  

Abraham: “Here I am, my son.”  

Narrator: He said,  

Isaac: “The fire and the wood are here, but where is the 
lamb for a burnt offering?”  

Narrator: Abraham said,  

Abraham: “God himself will provide the lamb for a burnt 
offering, my son.”  

Narrator: So the two of them walked on together. When 
they came to the place that God had shown him, Abraham 
built an altar there and laid the wood in order. He bound 
his son Isaac, and laid him on the altar, on top of the 
wood. Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the 
knife to kill his son. But the angel of the Lord called to 
him from heaven, and said,  

God: “Abraham, Abraham!”  

Narrator: And he said,  

Abraham: “Here I am.”  

Narrator: He said,  

God: “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to 
him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have 
not withheld your son, your only son, from me.”  

Narrator: And Abraham looked up and saw a ram, caught 
in a thicket by its horns. Abraham went and took the ram 
and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. So 
Abraham called that place “The Lord will provide”; as it is 
said to this day, “On the mount of the Lord it shall be 
provided.” 
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Theme and Liturgy 

Preaching Theme 

Main Idea: God and Abraham both showed they were 
faithful so that God’s blessings might flow through 
Abraham to all the world. 

Truly, there are few more disturbing stories in the Bible 
than this one. Aside from the obvious atrocity, that God 
would even ask one of God’s children to sacrifice his only 
son; aside from the ramifications of such a request (How 
could he ever face Sarah after such a betrayal? How would 
Isaac ever trust his father again? How would Abraham ever 
truly trust a God that asked such a thing?) and aside from 
the nauseating image of a father raising a knife to a bound 
and frightened child, is there any redemption in this story? 

In order to see beyond the horror, we need to set aside not 
necessarily the elements of the story, but the emotional 
reaction that this story invokes. Boiled down, this is a story 
about God’s relationship with Abraham. God has 
promised a great deal to him—a nation of descendants, a 
promised land, and a covenant with the God that created 
all things. Abraham has been given a huge responsibility 
with these promises—is he worthy of such a gift? Perhaps 
this was a test to see if God had chosen the right person to 
bear such a burden. Truly, if God were to give so much to 
one person, that person would have to show he was 
capable of respecting such a gift. Also, if that person was 
to believe God’s promise—that he would bear a nation 
from his descendants—then he would also have to believe 
this would not end in the death of his only son (either the 
son would be saved or there would be more sons). What 
we see here is an enormous weight of trust and respect 
that must be shared between God and Abraham in both 
directions. Perhaps if we set aside our disdain for the 
barbarity, we could see that both God and Abraham had 
to put faith in the other. Both are about to give to the 
other gifts that are beyond generous, and both will be 
required to show their worthiness. 

With a happily-ever-after, we can breathe a sigh of relief—
both have shown they are ready to enter into the covenant 
with one another. Abraham shows he is willing and able to 
put God before everything else in his life. God keeps 
God’s promises and also saves Abraham’s son. While we 

would never suggest this particular mechanism for proving 
worthiness, we might be able to appreciate the depth of 
faith both needed to have for God’s blessings to be 
bestowed upon all nations. “With great power comes great 
responsibility.” (Oh, yes I did—that’s a quote from the 
movie Spider-Man.) Both showed their willingness to give 
everything to gain everything. 

 

Scripture Summary 

Wood, fire, and knife. Father and son have all the elements 
required for their sacrifice to God. All but an animal to be 
offered, that is. Who could imagine the degree to which 
Abraham’s faith is about to be tested? 

 

Call to Worship 
L: Our God is a God of promise, 

C: Whose faithfulness is everlasting. 

L: Come, put your trust in God. 

C: We will follow where you lead. 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

L: We confess our sins before God and one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

L: Loving Creator, 

C: You have formed us, given us breath, and 
supplied our every need. And yet we are slow to 
recognize your blessings, quick to doubt and 
criticize, and eager to blame others for our own 
shortcomings. Forgive us when we fail to reflect 
the unconditional love of the One who made us. 
Have mercy on us and claim us once again as 
your own. Amen. 

L: The Lord hears our every cry and grants forgiveness 
when we repent. Receive the promise that cannot be 
taken away: you are a child of God, loved, pardoned, 
and blessed forever. We pray in the name of Jesus our 
Savior. Amen.   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spider-Man_in_film
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Liturgy 

Prayer of the Day 

L: Faithful God,  

C: You do not bestow gifts only to take them away 
again. Train our eyes and hearts upon your 
steadfastness, so that we also might be found 
faithful to your covenant. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 

 

Offertory Prayer 
We offer up our gifts to you, O Lord, unable to even 
comprehend the breadth of your generosity, and knowing 
that our efforts are but a shadow of your own faithfulness. 
Accept what we bring as a parent welcomes a child’s gift, 
and bless our offering to your highest purpose. Amen.  

 

Prayers of the Church 

L: We pray for the church, the world, and all those in 
need. 

A brief silence. 

L: We confess that we rarely have any idea what true 
sacrifice looks like. We give of our surplus, when it’s 
convenient, and hope that it is enough. Teach us to 
give with wide-open hearts that risk, rather than 
protective stinginess cloaked in a flimsy assurance of 
security. Faithful God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Loving Creator, you do not ask that we slaughter 
animals to appease you, but rather that we responsibly 
steward all the riches and resources of your creation. 
Forgive our missteps and help show us how we can be 
part of healing this beautiful but wounded planet. 
Faithful God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Lord, there are many in this world who suffer from 
the threat of abuse and maltreatment by those more 
powerful than themselves. Shepherd them with your 
love, lead them to rescue, and use all of us to bring 
about a society where such crime is neither persistent 
nor tolerated. Faithful God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Lord, your presence is balm to those who suffer illness 
or long for wholeness. Feed them on your promises 
and surround them with your healing, especially... 
Faithful God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: For all your faithful children who have gone forward 
to pave the way, so that we might worship without 
fear of persecution, we give you thanks. Shine their 
light ever before us as we strive to continually follow 
you. Faithful God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

Here other petitions may be offered. 

L: Your word is life and your promises are real, O God. 
Sustain us and use us as the living answers to our own 
prayers, strengthening us by your spirit and drawing us 
close to your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Invitation 

Behold the Lamb that takes away the sin of the world! You 
have ended all sacrifice, O Lord, and given all of yourself 
on behalf of your beloved children. May we come now to 
this feast of love, and receive with thanksgiving the gift of 
our Lord’s body and blood, given and shed for us all. 
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Liturgy 

Litany 

L: This is a story that is hard to hear. 

C: Who wants to believe that God asked this of 
Abraham? 

L: Even for the God of the Old Testament, this is too 
much. 

C: No one should be asked to kill their own child. 

L: Especially if it is God who is doing the asking. 

C: It seems to be an easy “no.” 

L: Who would say yes to such a terrible request? 

C: Yet Abraham was prepared to do it. 

L: To kill his precious son Isaac. 

C: To sacrifice him as an offering to God. 

L: We know how the story ends. 

C: A happy ending. Isaac is spared. 

L: But does the happy ending cancel out the hard part? 

C: Does it absolve God from blame? 

L: Does Abraham’s willingness make him a bad father? 

C: Can either of them, father or son, ever forget this 
most terrible command? 

L: Surely, they never forget. 

C: And the question remains. 

L: Why? What was the purpose of this disturbing day? 

C: Did God ever intend to have Isaac killed? 

L: Or was it a test of Abraham’s love and loyalty to God 
above all else? 

C: God had promised Abraham so much. 

L: Did Abraham love God enough to deserve all this? 

C: The answer is clear: Abraham did love God above 
all else. 

L: Even as his heart broke, he prepared to do God’s will. 

C: And God rewarded his love and loyalty. 

L: God never would have let Isaac be killed.  

C: God loved Isaac as much as God loved Abraham. 

L: And God kept God’s promises., as God keeps God’s 
promises to us. 

C: Asking only for our love and loyalty. 

L: God still asks us today to do hard things. 

C: Sometimes things we really don’t want to do. 

L: But God sees the outcome, and God is a good God of 
love and faithfulness. 

C: We are asked to do God’s will, even when we 
don’t understand. 

L: Trusting that God understands. 

C: Trusting God, as Abraham trusted. 

L: Loving God, as Abraham loved. 

C: Living through the hard part, into God’s happy 
ending for us. 
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Creative Expression 

Skit 
Characters: Person 1, Person 2, Person 3 

Props: None 

Scene: Person 1 and 2 are at work. Person 3 is offstage 
until the end. 

 

Person 1: So, I finally heard back from the CEO… 

Person 2: (excited/nervous) And? 

Person 1: And she wants to offer you the position of 
Director of Development. 

Person 2: (reacting with intense joy) Oh…oh wow…I have 
wanted this for so long! 

Person 1: Years. I know. I’ve been working with you for 
almost two decades already. 

Person 2: And all that time…well, she promised me I 
would go far in this company. She saw my potential and 
said if I was patient and trusted her, I could achieve my 
dream! 

Person 1: Yep. It’s been wonderful to watch the way your 
professional relationship has developed. 

Person 2: She’s been a mentor and a friend. I would do 
anything for her. 

Person 1: (a little awkward) That’s good to hear. Because 
there’s one other thing. 

Person 2: What do you mean? What other thing? 

Person 1: Well…she’s decided to move her headquarters 
to Auckland. 

Person 2: Au…Auckland. As in…New Zealand? 

Person 1: Yeah. She’s always wanted to live there and feels 
like now is the time. And she really, really wants you there. 
The development opportunities there are enormous. And 
you’re the one to make them happen. 

Person 2: But…but my partner has a job they love here. 
And my kids are at that age where it would be really 
detrimental to move them. And my parents are getting 

older and since my siblings don’t live in town, they’re 
relying on me to take care of them. I mean…I’m really 
settled here. I can’t…I can’t just move to New Zealand. 

Person 1: I had a feeling you would say that. So should I 
tell her you don’t want the job? 

Person 2: This is awful. The promise…the 
dream…they’ve finally come true. After all these years and 
all the times and ways I’ve trusted her and been patient. 
And now I have to give it up? Why would she ask me to 
do that? 

Person 1: I hear you. It’s lousy. 

Person 2: Well, I guess that’s that. I’ll have to sacrifice the 
dream. There’s no way around it. 

Person 1: Okay. I’ll let her know. 

Person 3: (entering) Let her know what? 

Person 2: That I’m turning down the Director of 
Development job because I can’t relocate to New Zealand. 

Person 3: That’s fine. Because she’s not relocating either. 

Person 1 and 2 together: What?!? 

Person 3: She just told me. She had a feeling it wouldn’t 
work for you and it would mean breaking her promise to 
you. And she never breaks a promise. 

Person 1: So what is she doing? 

Person 3: Come on. This is the digital age. She’s opening 
an office in New Zealand and keeping the office here. 
She’ll go back and forth and [Person 2] gets to run this 
office. 

Person 2: Wait. Run this office? I thought… 

Person 3: Congratulations. You’ve been doubly promoted. 
Director of Development and Assistant CEO. 

Person 2: Holy buckets! I need to go thank her! (runs 
offstage) 

Person 1: Well, [Person 3], impeccable timing as always. 
How come you always get to deliver the good news. 

Person 3: (grinning) She promised me I could. And she 
always keeps her promises.  
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Kids’ Storytime 

Main Message 

Sacrifice is one way people honored God. 

 

Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• Posters or pictures of great athletes 
 

Setting the Scene/Background 
Bring posters of great athletes. Talk about how these 
athletes came to be so good at their sports. Some of them 
were born with natural ability, but all of them had to work 
very hard. They had to sacrifice their free time for the sake 
of practice. They sacrificed time with family and other fun 
activities, but they did it because they believed the cost was 
worth the effort.  

 

Telling the Story 
Tell the story using the KidStuff bulletin. 

 

Activity 
Talk about that word, “sacrifice” and what it means in the 
context of the Old Testament reading. People sacrificed 
things that were precious to them as a way of honoring 
God. Usually it was animals. Sometimes people still 
practice by sacrificing luxuries during the season of Lent to 
focus more on God instead of our usual comforts. Do you 
think we need to do this for God to love us? Why do you 
think God asked Abraham to sacrifice his own son? 

 

Reflection Questions 

• Do you think we need to make sacrifices for God 
to love us? 

• Why do you think God asked Abraham to 
sacrifice his son? 

 

Stuff to Consider 
This week’s story might disturb some kids. Assure them 
God would never ask anything like this of us, and that they 
are safe in God’s arms. 

 

Next Week’s Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• Ladder 
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Planning Worksheet 

Preaching Themes 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Setting 

 

 

 

Hymns 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Choral Music/Special Music 

 

 

 

Kids’ Storytime Ideas 
 

 

 

 

 

Skit or Creative Ideas 

 

 

 

 

 

Props for Kids’ Storytime or Skit 
 

 

 

Special Events (Baptism, New Members) 
 

 

 

 

 

Guest Speakers/Announcements 
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Scripture Readings 

Text: Genesis 27:1-4, 15-23; 28:10-17 
When Isaac was old and his eyes were dim so that 
he could not see, he called his elder son Esau and 

said to him, “My son”; and he answered, “Here I am.” 2He 
said, “See, I am old; I do not know the day of my death. 
3Now then, take your weapons, your quiver and your bow, 
and go out to the field, and hunt game for me. 4Then 
prepare for me savory food, such as I like, and bring it to 
me to eat, so that I may bless you before I die.”  

15Then Rebekah took the best garments of her elder son 
Esau, which were with her in the house, and put them on 
her younger son Jacob; 16and she put the skins of the kids 
on his hands and on the smooth part of his neck. 17Then 
she handed the savory food, and the bread that she had 
prepared, to her son Jacob. 

18So he went in to his father, and said, “My father”; and he 
said, “Here I am; who are you, my son?” 19Jacob said to his 
father, “I am Esau your firstborn. I have done as you told 
me; now sit up and eat of my game, so that you may bless 
me.” 20But Isaac said to his son, “How is it that you have 
found it so quickly, my son?” He answered, “Because the 
Lord your God granted me success.” 21Then Isaac said to 
Jacob, “Come near, that I may feel you, my son, to know 
whether you are really my son Esau or not.” 22So Jacob 
went up to his father Isaac, who felt him and said, “The 
voice is Jacob’s voice, but the hands are the hands of 
Esau.” 23He did not recognize him, because his hands were 
hairy like his brother Esau’s hands; so he blessed him. 

10Jacob left Beer-sheba and went toward Haran. 11He came 
to a certain place and stayed there for the night, because 
the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he 
put it under his head and lay down in that place. 12And he 
dreamed that there was a ladder set up on the earth, the 

top of it reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 13And the Lord stood 
beside him and said, “I am the Lord, the God of Abraham 
your father and the God of Isaac; the land on which you 
lie I will give to you and to your offspring; 14and your 
offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall 
spread abroad to the west and to the east and to the north 
and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring. 15Know that I am 
with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring 
you back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have 
done what I have promised you.” 

16Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, “Surely the 
Lord is in this place—and I did not know it!” 17And he 
was afraid, and said, “How awesome is this place! This is 
none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of 
heaven.” 

 

Secondary Text: John 1:50-51 
50Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I 
saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than 
these.” 51And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you 
will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending 
and descending upon the Son of Man.” 

 

Pronunciation Guide 
Beer-sheba: BEE-er-SHEE-buh 
Haran: HAY-ruhn 
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Scripture Readings 

Dramatic Reading of the Text 
Readers: Narrator, Isaac, Esau, Jacob, Lord 

Narrator: When Isaac was old and his eyes were dim so 
that he could not see, he called his elder son Esau and said 
to him,  

Isaac: “My son”;  

Narrator: And he answered,  

Esau: “Here I am.”  

Narrator: He said,  

Isaac: “See, I am old; I do not know the day of my death. 
Now then, take your weapons, your quiver and your bow, 
and go out to the field, and hunt game for me. Then 
prepare for me savory food, such as I like, and bring it to 
me to eat, so that I may bless you before I die.”  

Narrator: Then Rebekah took the best garments of her 
elder son Esau, which were with her in the house, and put 
them on her younger son Jacob; and she put the skins of 
the kids on his hands and on the smooth part of his neck. 
Then she handed the savory food, and the bread that she 
had prepared, to her son Jacob. So he went in to his father, 
and said,  

Jacob: “My father”;  

Narrator: And he said,  

Isaac: “Here I am; who are you, my son?”  

Narrator: Jacob said to his father,  

Jacob: “I am Esau your firstborn. I have done as you told 
me; now sit up and eat of my game, so that you may bless 
me.”  

Narrator: But Isaac said to his son,  

Isaac: “How is it that you have found it so quickly, my 
son?”  

Narrator: He answered,  

Jacob: “Because the Lord your God granted me success.”  

Narrator: Then Isaac said to Jacob,  

Isaac: “Come near, that I may feel you, my son, to know 
whether you are really my son Esau or not.”  

Narrator: So Jacob went up to his father Isaac, who felt 
him and said,  

Isaac: “The voice is Jacob’s voice, but the hands are the 
hands of Esau.”  

Narrator: He did not recognize him, because his hands 
were hairy like his brother Esau’s hands; so he blessed 
him. Jacob left Beer-sheba and went toward Haran. He 
came to a certain place and stayed there for the night, 
because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the 
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. 
And he dreamed that there was a ladder set up on the 
earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the angels of 
God were ascending and descending on it. And the Lord 
stood beside him and said,  

Lord: “I am the Lord, the God of Abraham your father 
and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give 
to you and to your offspring; and your offspring shall be 
like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to 
the west and to the east and to the north and to the south; 
and all the families of the earth shall be blessed in you and 
in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep 
you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; 
for I will not leave you until I have done what I have 
promised you.” 

Narrator: Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said,  

Jacob: “Surely the Lord is in this place—and I did not 
know it!”  

Narrator: And he was afraid, and said,  

Jacob: “How awesome is this place! This is none other 
than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.” 
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Theme and Liturgy 

Preaching Theme 

Main Idea: God’s blessing is not an abstract thought, 
it is a real, powerful, covenant solidified in 
relationship. 

On first reading, it may be hard to understand why 
Rebekah and Jacob would go to all the trouble to trick 
Esau out of Isaac’s blessing. Why not just ask Isaac for a 
blessing? Why risk the wrath of Esau for a nice thought 
and a prayer? 

Because the blessing was more than a thought and a 
prayer. God made a covenant with Abraham, which was 
handed on to Isaac, then to be passed on to Esau, the 
eldest son. As we learned last week, God’s blessing came 
with an enormous weight of responsibility. Abraham 
nearly killed his own son to earn God’s trust so that he 
might bear such a blessing. God’s covenant was not to be 
taken lightly. Esau, the eldest, was next in line to bear the 
blessing and the responsibility, and was likely to be 
groomed his entire life to carry it. Jacob, on the other 
hand, was not readied as such, but had perfected the craft 
of trickery. By tricking Isaac out of the blessing, Jacob 
became the bearer of the responsibility and the recipient of 
God’s promises. Indeed, we will learn later that Jacob was 
given the name Israel, “the one who prevails with God”—
a name that remains to this day—and the line of 
descendants to inherit God’s promises. Jacob learned in a 
dream that he would be the one to carry the blessing. Later 
he would wrestle with an angel and become entangled in a 
relationship with God that would last generations. 

God’s blessing has been given, not only to Jacob and his 
family, but to us as well. What might it look like if we took 
God’s blessing as seriously as Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob? 
How might we become entangled in a relationship with 
God? How might we honor the enormity of the blessing 
and pass it on to all people? 

 

Scripture Summary 
With a little help from Mom (and some hairy goats), Jacob 
cheats his older brother out of his blessing. But is he 
prepared for the overwhelming responsibility that comes 
with the gifts of God? 

 

Call to Worship 
L: Surely the Lord is in this place! 

C: How awesome is the presence of the Lord! 

L: This is none other than the house of God. 

C: This is the gate of heaven! 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

L: We confess our sins before God and one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

L: Loving Creator, 

C: You have formed us, given us breath, and 
supplied our every need. And yet we are slow to 
recognize your blessings, quick to doubt and 
criticize, and eager to blame others for our own 
shortcomings. Forgive us when we fail to reflect 
the unconditional love of the One who made us. 
Have mercy on us and claim us once again as 
your own. Amen. 

L: The Lord hears our every cry and grants forgiveness 
when we repent. Receive the promise that cannot be 
taken away: you are a child of God, loved, pardoned, 
and blessed forever. We pray in the name of Jesus our 
Savior. Amen. 
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Liturgy 

Prayer of the Day 

L: Great God,  

C: You have offered us the richness of your 
blessings. Make us worthy to be the bearers of 
your life-giving word to the world. In Jesus’ name 
we pray. Amen. 

 

Offertory Prayer 
We are the guardians, O Lord, of all that you have given 
us. Accept now these fruits of our labors which we bring 
to you, seeking your blessing, through the name of the 
One whose love knows all and covers all, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the Church 

L: We pray for the church, the world, and all those in 
need. 

A brief silence. 

L: Dear Lord, you reach past all our trickery, our 
dishonesty, our ill-gotten gain, and insist upon being in 
close and inescapable communion with us. Take what 
we meant for our own self-promotion and use it to 
your glory, turning us around to a new awareness of 
the tall task of being your followers. Persistent God,  

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Indeed, we are like the dust of the earth, spread 
abroad to the west and to the east and to the north 
and to the south. May your children truly be 
instruments of your peace, that all the families of the 
earth might be blessed because of our witness. 
Persistent God,  

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Reach out to those who feel disenfranchised, robbed 
of what they feel was rightfully theirs. Give them 
courage to stand for justice and reparation, and to also 
find a peace in you that no other could possibly give—
or take away. Persistent God,  

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: We are feeble at times, Lord. Our health fails. Our 
strength flags. We long for the blessing of your 
healing, and ask it especially on behalf of... Persistent 
God,  

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: As the descendants of Abraham and with all your 
saints in glory, we rejoice in the mercy which you 
show to your family on earth and in heaven. Keep us 
faithful until that day when we are brought face to face 
with you. Persistent God,  

C: Hear our prayer. 

Here other petitions may be offered. 

L: You have shown us wonders, and yet we shall see 
greater things yet. May our prayers rise to you and may 
we trust that you have mercifully heard the cries of our 
hearts, for the sake of Jesus our brother. Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Invitation 

Rich foods are here, set out before us. Blessings await, to 
be granted to those who ask. May this bread and this cup 
feed us for the long journey ahead. Come now! It’s ready! 
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Liturgy 

Litany 

L: Scripture is filled with stories of imperfect people. 

C: People who lie and cheat. People who hurt and 
kill. 

L: Selfish people. Greedy people.  

C: Why are some of these people so special in God’s 
story? 

L: Take Jacob, for example. 

C: Jacob, the heel grabber, desperate to be the twin 
born first. 

L: Jacob, the cheater, taking his brother’s birthright for a 
bowl of soup. 

C: Jacob, the liar, deceiving his own father to get the 
blessing that should have been his brother’s. 

L: But it is Jacob that God calls “Israel.” 

C: It is Jacob who sees heaven in a dream, who hears 
God’s voice. 

L: It is Jacob, the imperfect, who is blessed by a perfect 
God. 

C: God’s story is also our story today. 

L: We are, every one of us, imperfect people. 

C: Maybe we aren’t liars or cheaters or killers. 

L: Maybe our sins are different. But they are still sins. 

C: We still celebrate ourselves too much. We still 
neglect to care for others, too often. We still fall 
far, far short. 

L: But God calls us “Beloved.” 

C: We are the ones God blesses and gifts. 

L: We are, improbably, most special in God’s eyes. 

C: Scripture is filled with the stories of imperfect 
people used by God for great blessing. 

L: Let us read the stories of Jacob and so many others. 

C: And let us see ourselves in these flawed human 
beings. 

L: Let us remember that we are God’s special ones. 

C: And then let us try to live up to that great, great 
blessing. 

All: Amen! 
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Creative Expression 

Skit 
Characters: Person 1, Person 2, Kid 1, Kid 2 (Kids are 
older teens or young adults) 

Props: None 

 

Person 1: It’s time to turn over the family business. 

Person 2: Oh, thank goodness. I’m so ready to retire to 
Hawaii. 

Person 1: Now all that’s left is to give my blessing to [Kid 
1]. 

Person 2: [Kid 1]? We talked about this. You know I think 
it ought to go to [Kid 2]. 

Person 1: But you know that the responsibility for the 
family business has always gone to the oldest kid. 

Person 2: So? You’re in charge, aren’t you? Change the 
tradition! You and I both know on a gut level that [Kid 2] 
is the right choice. 

Person 1: Speak for yourself. [Kid 2] is a loose cannon, if 
you ask me. Not altogether on the up and up. You just 
want them in charge because they’re your favorite. 

Person 2: It’s more than that and you know it. [Kid 1] 
doesn’t even care about the business. He once gave [Kid 2] 
all the important accounts in exchange for a cheeseburger! 
You’re just stuck in tradition for the sake of tradition. It’s 
ridiculous. 

Kid 1: (entering) What are you arguing about now? 

Person 1: Ahh, [Kid 1], just the person I wanted to see. 
I’m ready to pass on the family business and I want to give 
you my blessing.  

Kid 2: (entering) Wait a minute. How come they get the 
blessing? I mean, aren’t we both part of the family 
business? 

Person 1: It’s tradition. 

Person 2: It’s ridiculous. 

Person 1: Look, let’s talk about this later. [Kid 1], go get 
me a tall skinny soy latte with an extra shot and two sugars 
and when you get back, I’ll give you my blessing. 

Kid 1: Sure thing. (exits) 

(Person 1 also exits) 

Person 2: Okay, quick. I’ll whip up your [Parent]’s latte 
and you go douse yourself with [Kid 1]’s awful cologne. 
Then just hand [Parent] his latte from behind and he’ll give 
you the blessing. 

Kid 2: That doesn’t sound particularly ethical. 

Person 2: It’s not. But it’s what has to happen. The future 
of all that matters is at stake! 

Kid 2: What’s the big deal? It’s just a blessing. 

Person 1: “Just” a blessing? Do you have any idea how 
important this is? 

Kid 2: Well, yeah. I mean, I think… I just get all the good 
stuff, right? 

Person 2: It’s a lot of responsibility. Complete and total 
commitment. You have to go out and pay it forward to the 
whole world! 

Kid 2: Um. Yeah. Maybe [Kid 1] should have it. 

Person 2: (to Kid 2) Nonsense. I have it on good authority 
that you’re the one for the job and no one else. I’ve known 
since before you were born. 

Kid 2: Complete an total commitment to paying it 
forward, huh? Sounds like a lot to take on. 

Person 2: You won’t be alone. Remember why we do 
what we do. 

Kid 2: It is pretty important. And [Kid 1] is more 
interested in hunting and fishing than doing what needs to 
be done. 

Person 2: Exactly. Now go put on that cologne and get 
back here asap. I have milk to froth. 

Kid 2: If you say so. 
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Kids’ Storytime 

Main Message 

God loves us even though we’re not perfect 

 

Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• Ladder 

 

Setting the Scene/Background 
Today’s story is in two parts: Jacob stealing his brother’s 
blessing, and then God making a covenant with Jacob. The 
KidStuff bulletin focuses on the dream, so before reading it, 
recap for the kids that Jacob was far from perfect. He did 
dishonest things in order to get what he wanted. Ask if the 
kids think God would love someone like that. Invite them 
to listen to the story and see what happened next. 

 

Telling the Story 
Tell the story using the KidStuff bulletin. 

 

Activity 
Point to the ladder and ask the kids to imagine that it went 
from the ground all the way up to heaven. How far do 
they think that would be? What would they think if they 
saw something like that with angels on it. Why do they 
think God would show something like that to Jacob even 
though he wasn’t always the greatest guy? 

Have the kids every done anything they weren’t proud of? 
Share your own story rather than putting kids on the spot. 
Assure the kids that no matter what we do, God always 
loves and forgives us, and promises us an amazing life with 
God forever. 

Close with a prayer thanking God for loving us no matter 
what. 

Reflection Questions 

• When did I do something I knew was wrong? 
• How do I know that God loves me anyway? 

 

Stuff to Consider 
Developmentally, young kids are highly concrete, and their 
ideas of right and wrong are rigid. Sharing a time they did 
something wrong might cause intense shame, so stick to 
your own examples. Assure kids that God loves us even 
when we do things “wrong.” 

 

Next Week’s Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• Chore chart 
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Planning Worksheet 

Preaching Themes 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Setting 

 

 

 

Hymns 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Choral Music/Special Music 

 

 

 

Kids’ Storytime Ideas 
 

 

 

 

 

Skit or Creative Ideas 

 

 

 

 

 

Props for Kids’ Storytime or Skit 
 

 

 

Special Events (Baptism, New Members) 
 

 

 

 

 

Guest Speakers/Announcements 
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Scripture Readings 

Text: Exodus 2:23-25; 3:10-15; 4:10-17 
23After a long time the king of Egypt died. The Israelites 
groaned under their slavery, and cried out. Out of the 
slavery their cry for help rose up to God. 24God heard 
their groaning, and God remembered his covenant with 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 25God looked upon the 
Israelites, and God took notice of them. 

Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law 
Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his flock beyond the 

wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of 
God. 2There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was 
blazing, yet it was not consumed. 3Then Moses said, “I 
must turn aside and look at this great sight, and see why 
the bush is not burned up.” 4When the Lord saw that he 
had turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, 
“Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” 5Then he said, 
“Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for 
the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” 6He 
said further, “I am the God of your father, the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And 
Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God. 

7Then the Lord said, “I have observed the misery of my 
people who are in Egypt; I have heard their cry on account 
of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, 8and I 
have come down to deliver them from the Egyptians, and 
to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad 
land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the country of 
the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, 
the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 9The cry of the Israelites has 
now come to me; I have also seen how the Egyptians 
oppress them. 10So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to 
bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.” 

11But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to 
Pharaoh, and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” 12He said, 
“I will be with you; and this shall be the sign for you that it 
is I who sent you: when you have brought the people out 
of Egypt, you shall worship God on this mountain.” 13But 
Moses said to God, “If I come to the Israelites and say to 

them, ‘The God of your ancestors has sent me to you,’ and 
they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to 
them?” 14God said to Moses, “I am who I am.” He said 
further, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘I Am has 
sent me to you.’” 15God also said to Moses, “Thus you 
shall say to the Israelites, ‘The Lord, the God of your 
ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob, has sent me to you’: This is my name 
forever, and this my title for all generations. 

10But Moses said to the Lord, “O my Lord, I have never 
been eloquent, neither in the past nor even now that you 
have spoken to your servant; but I am slow of speech and 
slow of tongue.” 11Then the Lord said to him, “Who gives 
speech to mortals? Who makes them mute or deaf, seeing 
or blind? Is it not I, the Lord? 12Now go, and I will be with 
your mouth and teach you what you are to speak.” 13But 
he said, “O my Lord, please send someone else.” 14Then 
the anger of the Lord was kindled against Moses and he 
said, “What of your brother Aaron, the Levite? I know that 
he can speak fluently; even now he is coming out to meet 
you, and when he sees you his heart will be glad. 15You 
shall speak to him and put the words in his mouth; and I 
will be with your mouth and with his mouth, and will teach 
you what you shall do. 16He indeed shall speak for you to 
the people; he shall serve as a mouth for you, and you shall 
serve as God for him. 17Take in your hand this staff, with 
which you shall perform the signs.” 

 

Secondary Text: John 8:58 
58Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, before 
Abraham was, I am.” 

 

Pronunciation Guide 
Levite: LEE-vait 
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Scripture Readings 

Dramatic Reading of the Text 
Readers: Narrator, God, Moses 
Narrator: After a long time the king of Egypt died. The 
Israelites groaned under their slavery, and cried out. Out of 
the slavery their cry for help rose up to God. God heard 
their groaning, and God remembered his covenant with 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. God looked upon the 
Israelites, and God took notice of them. Moses was 
keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of 
Midian; he led his flock beyond the wilderness, and came 
to Horeb, the mountain of God. There the angel of 
the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; 
he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not 
consumed. Then Moses said,  
Moses: “I must turn aside and look at this great sight, and 
see why the bush is not burned up.”  
Narrator: When the Lord saw that he had turned aside to 
see, God called to him out of the bush,  
God: “Moses, Moses!”  
Narrator: And he said,  
Moses: “Here I am.”  
Narrator: Then he said,  
God: “Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your 
feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy 
ground.”  
Narrator: He said further,  
God: “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, 
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.”  
Narrator: And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to 
look at God. Then the Lord said,  
God: “I have observed the misery of my people who are in 
Egypt; I have heard their cry on account of their 
taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, and I have 
come down to deliver them from the Egyptians, and to 
bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a 
land flowing with milk and honey, to the country of the 
Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the 
Hivites, and the Jebusites. The cry of the Israelites has now 
come to me; I have also seen how the Egyptians oppress 
them. So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to bring my 
people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.” 
Narrator: But Moses said to God,  

Moses: “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring 
the Israelites out of Egypt?” 
Narrator: He said,  
God: “I will be with you; and this shall be the sign for you 
that it is I who sent you: when you have brought the 
people out of Egypt, you shall worship God on this 
mountain.”  
Narrator: But Moses said to God,  
Moses: “If I come to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The 
God of your ancestors has sent me to you,’ and they ask 
me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to them?”  
Narrator: God said to Moses,  
God: “I AM WHO I AM.”  
Narrator: He said further,  
God: “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘I AM has sent 
me to you.’”  
Narrator: God also said to Moses,  
God: “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘The Lord, the 
God of your ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of 
Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you’: This is 
my name forever, and this my title for all generations.” 
Narrator: But Moses said to the Lord,  
Moses: “O my Lord, I have never been eloquent, neither 
in the past nor even now that you have spoken to your 
servant; but I am slow of speech and slow of tongue.”  
Narrator: Then the Lord said to him,  
God: “Who gives speech to mortals? Who makes them 
mute or deaf, seeing or blind? Is it not I, the Lord? Now 
go, and I will be with your mouth and teach you what you 
are to speak.”  
Narrator: But he said,  
Moses: “O my Lord, please send someone else.”  
Narrator: Then the anger of the Lord was kindled against 
Moses and he said,  
God: “What of your brother Aaron, the Levite? I know 
that he can speak fluently; even now he is coming out to 
meet you, and when he sees you his heart will be glad. You 
shall speak to him and put the words in his mouth; and I 
will be with your mouth and with his mouth, and will teach 
you what you shall do. He indeed shall speak for you to 
the people; he shall serve as a mouth for you, and you shall 
serve as God for him. Take in your hand this staff, with 
which you shall perform the signs.”  
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Theme and Liturgy 

Preaching Theme 

Main Idea: God remembers, even when we forget. 

The Pharaoh ruling 400 years after the Pharaoh of Joseph’s 
time did not remember that Joseph had saved Egypt from 
a famine. He did not remember that Joseph had risen in 
the ranks to rule as Pharaoh’s second in command. He did 
not know that the Israelites were God’s chosen people. He 
did not know that his reign over God’s people would soon 
come to an end. 

The Egyptians had slowly and methodically enslaved the 
Israelites over a period of 400 years. The Israelites did not 
know that God had heard their cries. They had no idea 
their lives were about to change forever. They did not 
remember the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, or bring 
to mind what their God was about to accomplish. 

Moses had been born an Israelite and raised in the palaces 
of Pharaoh. Who better to become a champion for the 
people than one who shared blood with the oppressed, 
and the lifestyle (education, language, access) of the 
oppressors? Moses was perfectly positioned to lead the 
Israelites out of Egypt toward the land promised by God 
centuries before. He did not remember that God had 
made such a promise. 

But God remembered. Only God could have orchestrated 
such a convergence of events and people. The Exodus 
event was the first time God claimed an entire nation as 
God’s own. Until now, God had claimed individuals and 
families, but never an entire nation.  

How would God reintroduce God’s self to a broken and 
distrustful people? First, by showing them that God exists. 
This is not only a God of doing, but also a God of being. 
“I Am.” God exists, and that is a great start. 

Next, God reminded them of God’s promises to 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. This is not only a God of 
being, but also a God of doing. God is about to do a 
miraculous thing – free an entire nation of slaves and 
deliver on a promise over 400 years old. It’s a good thing 
God has a long memory. 

Scripture Summary 
The God of enslaved Israel is about to make good on an 
ancient promise, and has a special job for his servant 
Moses. This would-be hero, however, is less than 
enthusiastic. 

 

Call to Worship 
L: The God of our ancestors is faithful. 

C: The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

L: God has not forgotten the chosen people. 

C: Deliver us, O Lord, from the slavery of sin! 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

L: We confess our sins before God and one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

L: Loving Creator, 

C: You have formed us, given us breath, and 
supplied our every need. And yet we are slow to 
recognize your blessings, quick to doubt and 
criticize, and eager to blame others for our own 
shortcomings. Forgive us when we fail to reflect 
the unconditional love of the One who made us. 
Have mercy on us and claim us once again as 
your own. Amen. 

L: The Lord hears our every cry and grants forgiveness 
when we repent. Receive the promise that cannot be 
taken away: you are a child of God, loved, pardoned, 
and blessed forever. We pray in the name of Jesus our 
Savior. Amen. 
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Liturgy 

Prayer of the Day 

L: Holy God,  

C: Your promises stand fast forever. Make us bold to 
trust where you lead, and put our unfailing hope 
in your faithfulness. In the name of Jesus we pray. 
Amen. 

 

Offertory Prayer 
All wise God, you have provided us with everything we 
could possibly need, even when we ourselves cannot see it. 
Take now these gifts, presented in faith to you, and use 
them for your mighty work in the entire world. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the Church 

L: We pray for the church, the world, and all those in 
need. 

A brief silence. 

L: Dear Lord, we are not always willing when you call. 
We make excuses, downplay our gifts, deflect and 
dodge the responsibility you’ve placed in us. Help us 
past our doubts, misgivings, and lack of trust in your 
promises. Lead us boldly forth for the sake of your 
gospel. Faithful Lord, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: We are as much enslaved now as we have ever been, 
O Lord. Not by shackles or bars, but by our 
shortsighted greed and callous disregard of the 
vulnerable and powerless. Bring us to repentance and 
reconciliation with each other and with all your 
creation. Faithful Lord, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: As seasons change and uncertainty visits us daily, plant 
within us an assurance of your steadfast promise 
which has never forgotten us nor left us to flounder 
on our own. Faithful Lord, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: O God you are who you are forever, and one word 
from you can bring about the healing of all. Visit us 
with your transformative spirit, and surround with 
your presence those whom we lift up before you, 
especially... Faithful Lord, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: We stand in a long line of servants who followed you 
without knowing exactly where you would lead them, 
but trusted nonetheless. Make us worthy to share their 
company, and bring us all at length to your eternal 
kingdom. Faithful Lord, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

Here other petitions may be offered. 

L: Steadfast and loving God, gather these prayers we 
have offered, both aloud and silent, into your loving 
arms, for we know that you are faithful and will never 
abandon us. Through Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Invitation 

You are indeed God for all generations. You have blessed 
us and continue to provide for our every need. May this 
bread and this cup be a reminder to us of your unfailing 
presence and provision for your servants. Come and share 
in the promises of God! 
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Liturgy 

Litany 

L: We call God by name all the time now. 

C: We don’t think of the time when that was not true. 

L: We use God’s name when we pray. 

C: Sometimes we use it when we curse. 

L: And we assume that people know who we are talking 
about. 

C: God the Creator, the God of Israel.  

L: One God, not one of a hundred gods. 

C: One God. Our God. 

L: But that was not always true. 

C: Back then, it was common to worship many gods. 

L: When God spoke to Moses it was a revelation. 

C: God was not one of many. God was one of one. 

L: And God told Moses God’s name: 

C: I am who I am. 

L: The first and the last. 

C: But Moses was afraid to speak about this God to 
the people of Israel. 

L: Afraid to speak God’s name, afraid to share God’s 
message. 

C: Moses felt unworthy of this task, Moses the 
terrible public speaker. 

L: Better Moses’ eloquent brother Aaron. 

C: Better someone, anyone else. 

L: But God had chosen Moses, an unlikely spokesman. 

C: Once again God upended expectations, defied 
conventional wisdom. 

L: God gave Moses a name to share, and an identity to 
count on. 

C: I am who I am. 

L: No other. 

C: Do we understand the power of God’s name 
today? 

L: Do we grasp the gift we have been given? 

C: The gift of knowing God, and being known by 
God. 

L: We are all Moses sometimes, feeling unworthy. 

C: Wishing someone else would step forward. 

L: But then we look around and see… 

C: It’s just God, and us. No one else. 

L: No one else to speak God’s name in the world. 

C: Just us. 

L: So maybe we are worthy after all. 

C: Because, after all, God finds us worthy. 

L: Let us share God’s message, all of us together. 

C: It’s a message as important today as it was in 
Moses’ time. 

L: We have a God, one God. And God wants to be in a 
relationship with us, God’s creation. 

All: Let us speak God’s name, boldly and in love. 
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Creative Expression 

Skit 
Characters: Person 1, Voice on phone 

Props: Cell phone 

Person 1: (answering phone) Hello? 

Voice: Hi, [Person 1]. How are you? 

Person 1: New phone. Who dis? 

Voice: You don’t remember me? 

Person 1: You came up as “Unavailable” on my caller ID. I 
only answered because I had a feeling it was an important call. 

Voice: The most important of your life! 

Person 1: Is this Publisher’s Clearing House?  

Voice: Listen. I have a job for you. 

Person 1: Oh! You must be on the board at Eco-Tech. 
Did I get the job? 

Voice: A more important job. 

Person 1: Who is this again? 

Voice: Look, can you just listen to me? I made a promise a 
long, long time ago and I need to keep it. 

Person 1: A promise to who? 

Voice: Whom. A promise to whom. 

Person 1: Fine. To whom. What promise? 

Voice: I promised my kids I would do something about it. 

Person 1: About what? 

Voice: The world. All of creation. It’s in crisis. Climate 
change is on an inexorable path to catastrophe. I want my 
kids to have a world to live in long into a future. A healthy, 
happy, beautiful world. I promised them they would have 
that, and I always keep my promises. So the time is now. 

Person 1: What time is that? 

Voice: Time for YOU to make that promise happen. 

Person 1: Me? I didn’t make the promise. 

Voice: No, but you are the promise. Go out there and let 
the powers that be know that things have to change and 

change now. Drastically. With my help, you can free my 
kids from a bleak and uncertain future, and bring them 
into a beautiful new world! 

Person 1: How am I going to do that? 

Voice: I’ll tell you exactly what to do. And you’re going to 
start by marching down to the governor’s office and telling 
her she needs to champion this cause. 

Person 1: She’s not in my political party. What makes you 
think she’ll listen to me? 

Voice: She probably won’t at first. But trust me on this one.  

Person 1: Why me? I’m not good at public speaking. I get 
all tongue-tied when I have to deal with confrontation. 

Voice: I’ll tell you exactly what to say. Just keep you 
Bluetooth on. 

Person 1: Look, can’t you just send someone else? 

Voice: No. 

Person 1: No? Come on. There must be thousands of 
other activists more qualified. 

Voice: Of course there are. Almost all of them. 

Person 1: Hey! 

Voice: But I know without a doubt that you are the right 
person for this job. You won’t be alone. I just need you to 
step outside of your comfort zone and really push on this 
one. We’re on a tight timeline.  

Person 1: This sounds like it’s going to be a serious 
challenge. 

Voice: You’ll be okay. You just have to trust me. 

Person 1: But I still don’t even know who this is. 

Voice: Yes, you do. 

Person 1: Wait…is this…is this who I think it is? 

Voice: I AM. 

Person 1: (sighing) Well. If anyone can make this happen, 
it’s you. Okay, I’ll do it. But stay on the phone, okay? I’m 
gonna need all the inspiration I can get. 

Voice: You got it.  
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Kids’ Storytime 

Main Message 

God has called each of us to do something. 

 

Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• Chore chart 
 

Setting the Scene/Background 
Bring a chore chart that helps families organize who does 
what chores each day. Talk about chores they do around 
the house. Do they ever make excuses to get out of doing 
their chores?  

 

Telling the Story 
Tell the story using the KidStuff bulletin. 

 

Activity 
In the Bible reading, God had a job for Moses to do. What 
was that job? And what excuses was Moses making? Why 
do you think God chose Moses? God has called each of us 
to do something. Often, we question if we have the right 
skills or even try to make up excuses for why we can’t 
complete certain tasks, but we must remember that just as 
God promised to be with Moses, God promises to be with 
us, too. 

 

Reflection Questions 

• What do you think God calls you to do? 
• Do you feel like you can do it? 

 

Stuff to Consider 
Nonverbal children may want to act out what they like to 
do. Be sure you give plenty of time for all the kids who 
want to share about chores they do around the house. 

 

Next Week’s Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• A giant piece of poster board that reads, “Manna” 

on one side and “What is it?” on the other 
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Planning Worksheet 

Preaching Themes 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Setting 

 

 

 

Hymns 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Choral Music/Special Music 

 

 

 

Kids’ Storytime Ideas 
 

 

 

 

 

Skit or Creative Ideas 

 

 

 

 

 

Props for Kids’ Storytime or Skit 
 

 

 

Special Events (Baptism, New Members) 
 

 

 

 

 

Guest Speakers/Announcements 
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Scripture Readings 

Text: Exodus 16:1-18 
The whole congregation of the Israelites set out 
from Elim; and Israel came to the wilderness of 

Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day 
of the second month after they had departed from the land 
of Egypt. 2The whole congregation of the Israelites 
complained against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness. 
3The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the 
hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the 
fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; for you have brought us 
out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with 
hunger.” 4Then the Lord said to Moses, “I am going to 
rain bread from heaven for you, and each day the people 
shall go out and gather enough for that day. In that way I 
will test them, whether they will follow my instruction or 
not. 5On the sixth day, when they prepare what they bring 
in, it will be twice as much as they gather on other days.” 
6So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, “In the 
evening you shall know that it was the Lord who brought 
you out of the land of Egypt, 7and in the morning you 
shall see the glory of the Lord, because he has heard your 
complaining against the Lord. For what are we, that you 
complain against us?” 8And Moses said, “When the Lord 
gives you meat to eat in the evening and your fill of bread 
in the morning, because the Lord has heard the 
complaining that you utter against him—what are we? 
Your complaining is not against us but against the Lord.” 
9Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole 
congregation of the Israelites, ‘Draw near to the Lord, for 
he has heard your complaining.’” 10And as Aaron spoke to 
the whole congregation of the Israelites, they looked 
toward the wilderness, and the glory of the Lord appeared 
in the cloud. 11The Lord spoke to Moses and said, 12“I 
have heard the complaining of the Israelites; say to them, 

‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you 
shall have your fill of bread; then you shall know that I am 
the Lord your God.’” 

13In the evening quails came up and covered the camp; and 
in the morning there was a layer of dew around the camp. 
14When the layer of dew lifted, there on the surface of the 
wilderness was a fine flaky substance, as fine as frost on 
the ground. 15When the Israelites saw it, they said to one 
another, “What is it?” For they did not know what it was. 
Moses said to them, “It is the bread that the Lord has 
given you to eat. 16This is what the Lord has commanded: 
‘Gather as much of it as each of you needs, an omer to a 
person according to the number of persons, all providing 
for those in their own tents.’” 17The Israelites did so, some 
gathering more, some less. 18But when they measured it 
with an omer, those who gathered much had nothing over, 
and those who gathered little had no shortage; they 
gathered as much as each of them needed. 

 

Secondary Text: John 6:51 
51“I am the living bread that came down from heaven. 
Whoever eats of this bread will live forever; and the bread 
that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.” 

 

Pronunciation Guide 
Elim: EE-lihm 
Sinai: SAI-nai 
Omer: OH-mer 
 

  

16 
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Scripture Readings 

Dramatic Reading of the Text 
Readers: Narrator, Israelites, Lord 

Narrator: The whole congregation of the Israelites set out 
from Elim; and Israel came to the wilderness of Sin, which 
is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the 
second month after they had departed from the land of 
Egypt. The whole congregation of the Israelites 
complained against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness. 
The Israelites said to them,  

Israelites: “If only we had died by the hand of the Lord in 
the land of Egypt, when we sat by the fleshpots and ate 
our fill of bread; for you have brought us out into this 
wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.”  

Narrator: Then the Lord said to Moses,  

Lord: “I am going to rain bread from heaven for you, and 
each day the people shall go out and gather enough for 
that day. In that way I will test them, whether they will 
follow my instruction or not. On the sixth day, when they 
prepare what they bring in, it will be twice as much as they 
gather on other days.”  

Narrator: So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites,  

Moses: “In the evening you shall know that it was the 
Lord who brought you out of the land of Egypt, and in the 
morning you shall see the glory of the Lord, because he 
has heard your complaining against the Lord. For what are 
we, that you complain against us?”  

Narrator: And Moses said,  

Moses: “When the Lord gives you meat to eat in the 
evening and your fill of bread in the morning, because the 
Lord has heard the complaining that you utter against 
him—what are we? Your complaining is not against us but 
against the Lord.”  

Narrator: Then Moses said to Aaron,  

Moses: “Say to the whole congregation of the Israelites, 
‘Draw near to the Lord, for he has heard your 
complaining.’”  

Narrator: And as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation 
of the Israelites, they looked toward the wilderness, and 
the glory of the Lord appeared in the cloud. The Lord 
spoke to Moses and said,  

Lord: “I have heard the complaining of the Israelites; say 
to them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning 
you shall have your fill of bread; then you shall know that I 
am the Lord your God.’” 

Narrator: In the evening quails came up and covered the 
camp; and in the morning there was a layer of dew around 
the camp. When the layer of dew lifted, there on the 
surface of the wilderness was a fine flaky substance, as fine 
as frost on the ground. When the Israelites saw it, they said 
to one another,  

Israelites: “What is it?”  

Narrator: For they did not know what it was. Moses said 
to them,  

Moses: “It is the bread that the Lord has given you to eat. 
This is what the Lord has commanded: ‘Gather as much of 
it as each of you needs, an omer to a person according to 
the number of persons, all providing for those in their own 
tents.’”  

Narrator: The Israelites did so, some gathering more, 
some less. But when they measured it with an omer, those 
who gathered much had nothing over, and those who 
gathered little had no shortage; they gathered as much as 
each of them needed. 
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Theme and Liturgy 

Preaching Theme 

Main Idea: God is faithful, even when we are not. 

The Israelites had been enslaved for so long that no one 
still living remembered how it had been when Joseph 
brought his family to Egypt to survive a famine; when 
Joseph was revered; when God still spoke. For 400 years, 
they had not heard from God and had become 
accustomed to (although certainly not content with) their 
lot as slaves in Egypt. Due to the harsh conditions, their 
cries rattled the heavens and God finally responded. God 
freed them from their cruel conditions, only to be 
reprimanded for, well…freeing them from their cruel 
conditions. Apparently, life in the wilderness with no food, 
no governing, and no familiarity became worse than 
slavery. 

But God knew better. God provided exactly what they 
needed. God sent food. God gave them structure (10 
Commandments and laws). God sent familiarity (40 years 
in the wilderness, anyone?). All of which were crucial to 
the survival of the nation. They would need the 40 years to 
learn their news ways and laws, and to learn to trust God. 
Fortunately, God was extraordinarily patient (400 years of 
watching the Israelites suffer would make 40 in the 
wilderness seem like the blink of an eye to a patient God.) 

It never ceases to amaze me how faithful God can be, even 
when I am not. Years ago, I was very close to getting a job 
that seemed like a wonderful opportunity. At the last 
minute, the opportunity fell through and I was quite upset 
at God for it. A few years later I learned that the 
organization went through a terrible, heart-wrenching split. 
I realized that if I had taken the opportunity, I would have 
been dead center of the storm. Given my struggles with 
depression, I wonder how I would have fared. It took 
several years for me to see that God had my back. Despite 
my complaints, God provided for me just what I needed. 

God is faithful, even when we do not have the full 
perspective of what we need. 

Scripture Summary 

God has looked after the Israelites as a loving parent 
would: first showing them the way out of slavery, then 
feeding and guiding them through the wilderness. And the 
people respond with all the gratitude of petulant children. 

 

Call to Worship 
L: God is faithful, giving us all that we need. 

C: What more could we desire? 

L: Behold the living bread that comes down from 
heaven. 

C: Whoever eats this bread will live forever. 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

L: We confess our sins before God and one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

L: Loving Creator, 

C: You have formed us, given us breath, and 
supplied our every need. And yet we are slow to 
recognize your blessings, quick to doubt and 
criticize, and eager to blame others for our own 
shortcomings. Forgive us when we fail to reflect 
the unconditional love of the One who made us. 
Have mercy on us and claim us once again as 
your own. Amen. 

L: The Lord hears our every cry and grants forgiveness 
when we repent. Receive the promise that cannot be 
taken away: you are a child of God, loved, pardoned, 
and blessed forever. We pray in the name of Jesus our 
Savior. Amen. 
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Liturgy 

Prayer of the Day 

L: Giving Lord,  

C: You have been generous beyond measure to your 
children. Open our hearts in gratitude for all that 
we have received, that we might give you the 
praise and honor befitting your goodness. In 
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 

Offertory Prayer 
God, it is your will to continually shower us with blessings. 
Take of our plenty and supply the needs of those who 
have very little, joining us with them in one family of 
humanity. Bless these gifts to your good purpose. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the Church 

L: We pray for the church, the world, and all those in 
need. 

A brief silence. 

L: Forgive us when we look for what is lacking rather 
than rejoicing in the plenty of our lives. Continue to 
bless us, not only with those things we need, but with 
a spirit of holy gratitude. Generous God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: We reap the riches of the land and benefit from the 
treasures of the earth. Wake us up to the breadth of 
responsibility required to preserve this fertile planet, 
and don’t ever let us lose sight of our 
interconnectedness with it and its fate. Generous God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Just as you called St. Philip the Deacon to care for the 
poor in Jerusalem, call us to work for justice for all 
those unable to meet basic needs in our society.  

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Your blessings rain upon us from the heavens, O 
God. Shower us with your healing and surround each 
person who suffers, cloaking them with your presence 
and love. Especially today we lift up... Generous God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: We follow the trail of your saints, stretching through 
miles of wilderness, over centuries of grace. Give us 
the faith which they showed, and patience when the 
way ahead seems unclear. Generous God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

Here other petitions may be offered. 

L: Bless us, O Lord, and these prayers which we raise to 
you. Give us assurance of your steadfast promises, and 
peace in your presence. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Invitation 

Jesus says, “I am the living bread that came down from 
heaven. Whoever eats of this bread will live forever; and 
the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my 
flesh.” God has given us the bread of heaven. Come, 
rejoice, and eat your fill!  
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Liturgy 

Litany 

L: Complain, complain, complain! 

C: That’s all the Israelites did. 

L: Even after their liberation from slavery in Egypt. 

C: They complained night and day about hunger. 

L: God heard them, heard their complaining. 

C: And our good God helped them once again. 

L: Sending manna for them to eat. 

C: Mysterious manna, appearing with the dew every 
morning. 

L: Nutritious manna, to keep bodies and souls together. 

C: Our good God heard the Israelites complain. 

L: God hears our complaining too. 

C: And we complain as much as the Israelites ever 
did. 

L: We are unhappy with our jobs, we are tired of rainy 
weather, we fight with each other. 

C: We want everything to go right in our lives. 

L: And we want it to happen now. 

C: Right now. Because we hate to wait. 

L: But when we complain, we drown out God’s answer. 

C: We don’t even notice the manna in our own 
desert. 

L: The God-sent relief and help that is right there for us. 

C: The manna of good advice, comfort from a friend. 

L: The manna of the flowers in bloom because of those 
rainy days. 

C: As the people of Israel gathered their manna, they 
probably still complained about something else. 

L: They wanted everything to go right in their lives, right 
away. 

C: But they needed 40 years of waiting and 
wandering. 

L: They needed time to think and grow as people 

C: Before they could see the Promised Land. 

L: Our lives on earth are a kind of wandering and waiting 

C: A time of thinking and growing. 

L: Until we are ready to enter heaven, our Promised 
Land. 

C: May we complain a little less. 

L: May we trust a lot more. 

C: May we gather our manna with thanksgiving, 
every day. 

L: And may we listen for God’s wisdom and comfort. 

C: The blossoms of love that come only after the 
rain. 
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Creative Expression 

Skit 
Characters: Parent, Kid 1, Kid 2, Kid 3 

Props: Map of a hiking trail 

Scene: Family is hiking in the woods 

 

Kid 1: I’m hungry. 

Kid 2: I’m tired. 

Kid 3: Are we there yet? I have to go to the bathroom. 

Parent: Could the three of you just stop complaining? You 
wanted to go for a hike and now we’re on a hike and 
you’ve don’t nothing but complain since we left the car! 

Kid 1: I didn’t think it would be this hot. 

Kid 2: Or climb-y. 

Kid 3: It would’ve been better if we just stayed home. 

Parent: Are you kidding? You were miserable at home! All 
I heard was how bored you were. How sick of school and 
your friends and all the rest of it. You begged me to get 
you out. 

Kid 1: Well, yeah, I guess. But I’m hungry. I ran out of 
snacks an hour ago. 

Kid 2: And my water bottle is almost empty. 

Kid 3: And I really need to…you know. 

Parent: Fine. (looks at map) The map says there’s an apple 
orchard ahead if we take the left trail. We can pick a couple 
apples. There’s a privy marked there, too. 

Kid 3: Oh thank goodness. 

Kid 1: I’m not in the mood for apples. 

Kid 2: Isn’t there a café? 

Parent: For crying out loud. I have taken you kids away 
from your miserable lives just like you wanted, and I have 
found a solution for every issue along the way. Can’t you 
just be grateful? 

Kid 1: (grudging) I guess. 

Kid 2: Yeah. Sorry. 

Kid 3: Can we go? ‘Cuz I gotta…go! 

Parent: This way. Follow me and you’ll be fine. You’re 
lucky I love you guys so much. 

Kid 2: We know. Thanks, [Parent]. 
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Kids’ Storytime 

Main Message 

People like to complain, but God still provides. 

 

Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• A giant piece of poster board that reads “Manna” 

on one side and “What is it?” on the other 
 

Setting the Scene/Background 
Remind the kids why the Israelites were in the wilderness. 
Keep them engaged in the story of what was happening to 
them and why they were no longer in Egypt. The Israelites 
were complaining because they were starting to lose sight 
of what God was doing. Do you ever complain? Why do 
you complain? 

 

Telling the Story 
Tell the story using the KidStuff bulletin. 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity 
God had promised to provide for them, but the people 
worried it wasn’t going to be enough. Talk about the 
manna and the quails God provided. How does God 
provide for us? Teach them about what the word, 
“Manna” means by showing them the poster board and 
have them do a chant: half the kids can shout “Manna” 
when you hold up the “Manna” side and the other half of 
the kids can shout, “What is it?” when you show the 
“What is it?” side. 

 

Reflection Questions 

• Do you ever complain?  
• Why were the Israelites complaining? 

 

Stuff to Consider 
The chant is fun way for kids with short attention spans to 
get really involved in the Kids’ Storytime this week. Let them 
be LOUD! 

 

Next Week’s Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• Stethoscope 

  



October 17, 2021 
God Calls Samuel, 1 Samuel 3:1-21  

Narrative Lectionary Program 1 2021-22 Worship Resources Copyright © 2021 Clergy Stuff Page 48 of 168 

Narrative Lectionary 
Program 1 2021-22 

 

Planning Worksheet 

Preaching Themes 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Setting 

 

 

 

Hymns 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Choral Music/Special Music 

 

 

 

Kids’ Storytime Ideas 
 

 

 

 

 

Skit or Creative Ideas 

 

 

 

 

 

Props for Kids’ Storytime or Skit 
 

 

 

Special Events (Baptism, New Members) 
 

 

 

 

 

Guest Speakers/Announcements 
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Scripture Readings 

Text: 1 Samuel 3:1-21 
Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord 
under Eli. The word of the Lord was rare in those 

days; visions were not widespread. 2At that time Eli, whose 
eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, 
was lying down in his room; 3the lamp of God had not yet 
gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the 
Lord, where the ark of God was. 4Then the Lord called, 
“Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here I am!” 5and ran to 
Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, 
“I did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down. 
6The Lord called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and went 
to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he 
said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” 7Now Samuel 
did not yet know the Lord, and the word of the Lord had 
not yet been revealed to him. 8The Lord called Samuel 
again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and 
said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived 
that the Lord was calling the boy. 9Therefore Eli said to 
Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, 
‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.’” So Samuel 
went and lay down in his place. 10Now the Lord came and 
stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And 
Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” 

11Then the Lord said to Samuel, “See, I am about to do 
something in Israel that will make both ears of anyone 
who hears of it tingle. 12On that day I will fulfill against Eli 
all that I have spoken concerning his house, from 
beginning to end. 13For I have told him that I am about to 
punish his house forever, for the iniquity that he knew, 
because his sons were blaspheming God, and he did not 
restrain them. 14Therefore I swear to the house of Eli that 
the iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be expiated by sacrifice 

or offering forever.” 15Samuel lay there until morning; then 
he opened the doors of the house of the Lord. Samuel was 
afraid to tell the vision to Eli. 16But Eli called Samuel and 
said, “Samuel, my son.” He said, “Here I am.” 17Eli said, 
“What was it that he told you? Do not hide it from me. 
May God do so to you and more also, if you hide anything 
from me of all that he told you.” 18So Samuel told him 
everything and hid nothing from him. Then he said, “It is 
the Lord; let him do what seems good to him.” 

19As Samuel grew up, the Lord was with him and let none 
of his words fall to the ground. 20And all Israel from Dan 
to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a trustworthy prophet 
of the Lord. 21The Lord continued to appear at Shiloh, for 
the Lord revealed himself to Samuel at Shiloh by the word 
of the Lord. 

 

Secondary Text: John 20:21-23 
21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the 
Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said 
this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the 
Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are 
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are 
retained.” 

 

Pronunciation Guide 
Beer-sheba: BEE-er-SHEE-buh 
Shiloh: SHAI-lo 
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Scripture Readings 

Dramatic Reading of the Text 
Readers: Narrator, Lord, Samuel, Eli 

Narrator: Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the 
Lord under Eli. The word of the Lord was rare in those 
days; visions were not widespread. At that time Eli, whose 
eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, 
was lying down in his room; the lamp of God had not yet 
gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the 
Lord, where the ark of God was. Then the Lord called,  

Lord: “Samuel! Samuel!”  

Narrator: And he said,  

Samuel: “Here I am!”  

Narrator: And ran to Eli, and said,  

Samuel: “Here I am, for you called me.”  

Narrator: But he said,  

Eli: “I did not call; lie down again.”  

Narrator: So he went and lay down. The Lord called 
again,  

Lord: “Samuel!”  

Narrator: Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said,  

Samuel: “Here I am, for you called me.”  

Narrator: But he said,  

Eli: “I did not call, my son; lie down again.”  

Narrator: Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, and 
the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him. 
The Lord called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up 
and went to Eli, and said,  

Samuel: “Here I am, for you called me.”  

Narrator: Then Eli perceived that the Lord was calling the 
boy. Therefore Eli said to Samuel,  

Eli: “Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, 
‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.’”  

Narrator: So Samuel went and lay down in his place. Now 
the Lord came and stood there, calling as before,  

Lord: “Samuel! Samuel!”  

Narrator: And Samuel said,  

Samuel: “Speak, for your servant is listening.” 

Narrator: Then the Lord said to Samuel,  

Lord: “See, I am about to do something in Israel that will 
make both ears of anyone who hears of it tingle. On that 
day I will fulfill against Eli all that I have spoken 
concerning his house, from beginning to end. For I have 
told him that I am about to punish his house forever, for 
the iniquity that he knew, because his sons were 
blaspheming God, and he did not restrain them. Therefore 
I swear to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house 
shall not be expiated by sacrifice or offering forever.” 

Narrator: Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened 
the doors of the house of the Lord. Samuel was afraid to 
tell the vision to Eli. But Eli called Samuel and said,  

Eli: “Samuel, my son.”  

Narrator: He said,  

Samuel: “Here I am.”  

Narrator: Eli said,  

Eli: “What was it that he told you? Do not hide it from 
me. May God do so to you and more also, if you hide 
anything from me of all that he told you.”  

Narrator: So Samuel told him everything and hid nothing 
from him. Then he said,  

Eli: “It is the Lord; let him do what seems good to him.” 

Narrator: As Samuel grew up, the Lord was with him and 
let none of his words fall to the ground. And all Israel 
from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a 
trustworthy prophet of the Lord. The Lord continued to 
appear at Shiloh, for the Lord revealed himself to Samuel 
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Theme and Liturgy 

Preaching Theme 

Main Idea: God’s call is difficult because it is 
worthwhile, and we are up for the challenge. 

I have noticed several interesting things in this story. First, 
that the boy Samuel was “ministering to the Lord” and 
living in the temple, yet “did not yet know the Lord.” It 
makes me wonder what they were teaching him in that 
temple, if not knowledge of the Lord? I imagine quite an 
empty set of rituals if these did not bring knowledge of the 
Lord to those being raised in the house of the Lord. 

Also, I notice the Lord spoke a prophecy to Samuel about 
Eli: “For I have told him that I am about to punish his 
house forever.” Clearly this prophecy was not simply to 
inform Eli of the Lord’s intentions, for the Lord had 
already told Eli. The Lord’s words were meant for Samuel, 
maybe to test him to see if he would deliver such dire 
news, or maybe to acquaint Samuel with the Lord’s power 
and presence, to instill a healthy fear in the boy. 

One thing is certain: when the Lord calls, the task is rarely 
easy. But I don’t think God’s plans are challenging just for 
the sake of making our lives difficult. I think God’s callings 
are difficult because God created us and knows we are up 
to the challenge, and because co-creating God’s kingdom 
on earth is a very big job. 

I have responded to God’s call a number of times in my 
life—to move across the country to attend seminary, to 
have children, to take calls as parish pastor, to leave parish 
ministry to start a business publishing resources for 
churches. Each time the leap of faith was daunting. Each 
time it was worth every sleepless night. Each time the call 
had profound and lasting effects on more than just myself. 
God blessed me so that I might be a blessing to others (cf. 
Abraham). I have rarely regretted trying something scary 
and new (especially for the sake of God’s call), but I have 
often regretted not trying. 

 

 

 

Scripture Summary 

It takes several tries before young Samuel realizes that the 
one calling him in the night is God, rather than his master 
Eli. But delivering the message will prove even trickier. 

 

Call to Worship 
L: Children, your God is calling! 

C: Are you calling us, Lord? 

L: Children, your God is calling! 

C: Here we are, Lord! 

L: Children, your God is calling! 

C: Speak, for your servants are listening. 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

L: We confess our sins before God and one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

L: Longsuffering God, 

C: Forgive us for continually missing the mark. We 
look for you in beauty, grandeur, and bluster, but 
miss the humble, quiet ways you choose to make 
yourself known. We strive for status and success, 
and fail to see how you might use us in our failure 
and weakness. We wish to be popular, forgetting 
that you have called us to love the unlovable and 
make our home as you have—with the forgotten, 
the despised, the voiceless. Forgive us and restore 
us again to your grace. Amen. 

L: The Lord is quick to forgive and eager to grant second 
chances. Take comfort that God is merciful, and never 
failing in compassion. You are forgiven. Proclaim it, 
rejoice in it, and live it, for the sake of Jesus our 
Savior. Amen. 
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Liturgy 

Prayer of the Day 

L: God who calls us,  

C: Your call comes often when we do not expect it. 
Incline our ears to hear what you are saying, and 
grant us courage to do what you ask. In Jesus’ 
name we pray. Amen. 

 

Offertory Prayer 
We are blessed to be your servants, O God. Take all that 
we offer—these gifts, our time, and our dedication—and 
use them toward your greatest purpose. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the Church 

L: We pray for the church, the world, and all those in 
need. 

A brief silence. 

L: We do not always recognize your call, O Lord. Speak 
to us in ways we can comprehend, and show us what 
new adventure you have in store for your servants. 
Guiding God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: The world is slow to hear your message, even one of 
salvation. Use us in ways which reach the far corners 
of the earth with the good news of redemption and 
eternal life in you. Guiding God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Make us good mentors for the youth in our care. Help 
us to raise them in your community and support their 
growing faith that they may find the ways in which you 
are calling them to give their lives in service. Guiding 
God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: You are ever sensitive to our fears, weaknesses, and 
crises of health and wellness. Extend your healing 
hand to us all, especially... Guiding God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Join us with all who have heard your call in every age 
and followed you. Make of us one family of faith, 
undivided by time or space. Guiding God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

Here other petitions may be offered. 

L: We thank you for bringing us so close that we can 
speak to you, and for loving us so much that you hear 
us when we pray. Gather up these petitions for the 
sake of Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Invitation 

God calls, and we follow. But first, receive the Holy Spirit. 
Be fed with this bread and cup, and gain strength for the 
journey ahead. Join in the feast of the forgiven, and come 
exactly as you are, for God has need of one like you. 
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Liturgy 

Litany 

L: In the quiet of the night 

C: Came the Lord’s voice in the darkness. 

L: ‘Samuel, Samuel!” 

C: And the boy awoke, but he went to Eli instead. 

L: But Eli had not called him. 

C: The Lord called the boy Samuel, but he did not 
recognize the Lord’s voice. 

L: “Samuel, Samuel!” Again and again… 

C: Again and again, Samuel went to Eli. 

L: Why did Samuel think it was Eli calling him? 

C: He surely knew the sound of Eli’s voice. 

L: And when, in the quiet of our night 

C: The Lord’s voice comes to us in the darkness 

L: Why do we think it’s someone else? 

C: Why do we not recognize the Lord? 

L: And when Samuel finally understood 

C: He said “Here I am, Lord.” 

L: The Lord told him some harsh news. 

C: Bad news for Eli and his family. 

L: News Samuel did not want to give. 

C: News he was afraid to tell Eli. 

L: And when we finally understand 

C: And when we say, “Here I am Lord,” 

L: Do we really listen to what the Lord tells us? 

C: Are we ready to do what is asked of us? 

L: Eli told Samuel to speak the truth to him, no matter 
what that truth was. 

C: And Samuel finally told Eli the bad news. 

L: Samuel needn’t have feared after all. 

C: Because Eli accepted the message from the Lord. 

L: The Lord chooses us for a reason, and the Lord is 
with us. 

C: We need not be afraid to share the Lord’s 
message. 

L: Let us listen for the Lord the quiet of our night. 

C: And when we hear and recognize that voice 

L: Let us answer with all our hearts 

All: “Here we are, Lord!” 
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Creative Expression 

Skit 
Characters: Kid 1, Kid 2, Kid 3, Kid 4, (all Jr. High or 
High School) Parent 1, Parent 2 

Props: Cell phone 

Scene: Kids 1 and 2 are together on stage. Everyone else is 
offstage and will just be heard as if on the phone. 

 

Kid 1: I’m really feeling terrible. 

Kid 2: Why? 

Kid 1: Well, I told my friend Shanice I couldn’t hang out 
with her tonight because I had to do my homework. 

Kid 2: I thought you were going with me to [Kid 3]’s party 
tonight! 

Kid 1: Exactly. I mean, Shanice and I have been friends 
since we were babies. But she’s not… well… 

Kid 2: Cool. 

Kid 1: Yeah. And I didn’t want [Kid 3] to think I’m a nerd 
because I hang out with Shanice. 

Kid 2: Wow. That’s not…well… 

Kid 1: Cool. I know. I don’t know what to do (cell phone 
rings. Kid 1 looks at the number.) Hmmm. It says 
“Unavailable.” I’m not answering it. Anyway, I don’t know 
what to do about Shanice. 

Kid 2: I hate to sound like a…nerd…but did you pray 
about it? 

Kid 1: A thousand times! I keep waiting for God to give 
me some sort of sign.  

Kid 2: An epiphany. 

Kid 1: Wait. Let me see if that was my [Parent 1] calling. I 
forgot I asked them for a ride to the party. (dials the phone) 
[Parent 1]? Did you just call me? 

Parent 1: No, Honey. I’m in the middle of a meeting. I’ll 
call you back in a little while. 

Kid 1: Okay. 

Kid 2: So you haven’t had an epiphany. 

Kid 1: Not yet. 

Kid 2: Maybe you’re just not listening. (Kid 1’s cell phone 
rings again.) 

Kid 1: It says “Unavailable.” I’m not answering it. What do 
you mean, I’m not listening? 

Kid 2: Well God’s not just gonna up and speak out loud to 
you. 

Kid 1: I suppose not. Oh, wait. Let me see if that was my 
brother calling. He said he’d do my chores tonight so I 
could go to the party. (dials the phone) [Kid 3] Did you just 
call me? 

Kid 3 No! I’m in the middle of my driver’s test! I think I 
just failed for answering the phone! THANKS, [Kid 1].” 

Kid 1: Sorry! (hangs up quickly) What were you saying? 

Kid 2: That God doesn’t just talk out loud to people. 

Kid 1: He always did in the Bible, though. I wonder why 
that doesn’t happen anymore. (Kid 1’s cell phone rings again) 
It says “Unavailable.” I’m not answering it. 

Kid 2: I think God speaks through other people, you 
know? Our parents and friends and [Pastor].  

Kid 1: That makes sense. Wait—let me see if that was my 
[Parent 2] calling. They wanted me to pick up a couple 
things at the corner store on my way home. (dials the phone) 
[Parent 2]? Did you just call me? 

Parent 2: No, Honey. And I’m trying to give the dog a 
bath so I can’t talk now. I’ll call you with that shopping list 
in a little bit. 

Kid 1: Okay. Sorry to interrupt. (hangs up)  

Kid 2: You know, [Kid 1], I just had a thought. Remember 
the story of Samuel in the Bible? Where he keeps thinking 
his master, Eli, is calling him but it’s really God? 

Kid 1: Yeah… 

Kid 2: Well, next time the phone rings and it says, 
“Unavailable,” maybe you should answer it. 
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Creative Expression 

Skit, continued 

(The phone rings. The kids stare at it with wide eyes for a few 
moments, then look at each other.) 

Kid 1: Um… hello? 

Kid 3: Oh, hi, [Kid 1]. It’s [Kid 3]. I’ve been trying to call 
you all afternoon. 

Kid 1: What’s up? 

Kid 3: Well, I ran into Shanice at the library this morning 
and invited her to my party. I told her I invited you, too, 
but she said you had to stay home tonight and do 
homework. Is that true? 

Kid 1: Of course not! I’m totally coming to you party! 

Kid 3: Oh. Um…so did you lie to Shanice about your 
homework? 

Kid 1: (uncomfortable silence) I…yeah, I guess I…sort 
of…did. 

Kid 3: Why? 

Kid 1: She asked me to hang out tonight and I didn’t want 
her to feel bad that I was going to your party and she 
wasn’t. 

Kid 3: Why didn’t you invite her along? 

Kid 1: Because she’s…she’s not… 

Kid 3: Cool? 

Kid 1: Yeah. And I didn’t want you to think I wasn’t cool. 

Kid 3: I’m starting to think that now! 

Kid 1: You’re right. Oh, I did this all wrong! What should I 
do? 

Kid 3: I think you need to call Shanice and tell her the 
truth. 

Kid 1: That would be awful! She’ll be so hurt! 

Kid 3: Think how much more hurt she’ll be if she finds 
out you lied. Or you could just skip the party, since she’ll 
be there, and stay home to do your homework like you 
said you were. 

Kid 1: I guess that’s an option. 

Kid 3: But I can’t be friends with someone who lies to 
their friends, [Kid 1]. So if you’re not going to tell Shanice 
the truth, you should just stay home. 

Kid 1: I get it, [Kid 3]. I’m so sorry. I’ll call Shanice. 

Kid 3: Great! See you tonight!! 

(Kid 1 hangs up) 

Kid 2: Who says God doesn’t talk directly to people 
anymore. Maybe you should answer your phone more 
often. 
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Kids’ Storytime 

Main Message 

God speaks to people of all ages, and sometimes especially 
children. 

 

Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• Stethoscope 
 

Setting the Scene/Background 
Talk to a medical professional in your congregation and 
secure a stethoscope to use during the Kids’ Storytime this 
week. Show the stethoscope to the kids and ask them if 
they know what it does. It helps one to hear sounds inside 
the human body better. Why do doctors and nurses and 
paramedics sometimes like to hear sounds inside the body 
better?  

 

Telling the Story 
Tell the story using the KidStuff bulletin. 

 

Activity 
In the reading from Samuel, the boy Samuel heard a voice 
loud and clear, but he didn’t understand at first it was the 
voice of God calling him. Eli had to tell him. Why do you 
think God wanted to speak to Samuel when he was just a 
young boy? God speaks to each one of us, no matter our 
age. Are we willing to listen? What are ways we can listen 
for God’s voice? Coming to church and reading the Bible 
and praying are all good ways. What are some others?  

 

Reflection Questions 

• What are ways we can listen for God’s voice? 
• Why do you think God wanted to speak to Samuel 

even though he was just a young boy? 

 

Stuff to Consider 
Direct kids to touch the stethoscope very carefully. Inform 
them it’s not a toy, but a medical device that deserves 
respect and care.  

If there are any kids who are hearing impaired in your 
congregation, perhaps you could ask them to share about 
their hearing device or if sign language is used in your 
congregation, you could talk about how we don’t need to 
be able to hear with our ears to listen for God.  

 

Next Week’s Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• Aromatic oil or olive oil 
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Planning Worksheet 

Preaching Themes 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Setting 

 

 

 

Hymns 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Choral Music/Special Music 

 

 

 

Kids’ Storytime Ideas 
 

 

 

 

 

Skit or Creative Ideas 

 

 

 

 

 

Props for Kids’ Storytime or Skit 
 

 

 

Special Events (Baptism, New Members) 
 

 

 

 

 

Guest Speakers/Announcements 
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Scripture Readings 

Text: 1 Samuel 16:1-13 
The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you 
grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being 

king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will 
send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided 
for myself a king among his sons.” 2Samuel said, “How 
can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the Lord 
said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to 
sacrifice to the Lord.’ 3Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I 
will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for 
me the one whom I name to you.” 4Samuel did what the 
Lord commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of 
the city came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you 
come peaceably?” 5He said, “Peaceably; I have come to 
sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and come with 
me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons 
and invited them to the sacrifice. 

6When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely 
the Lord’s anointed is now before the Lord.” 7But the 
Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or 
on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; 
for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the 
outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” 
8Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before 
Samuel. He said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” 
9Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, 
“Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” 10Jesse made 
seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to 
Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any of these.” 11Samuel 
said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, 
“There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the 
sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; 
for we will not sit down until he comes here.” 12He sent 
and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful 
eyes, and was handsome. The Lord said, “Rise and anoint 

him; for this is the one.” 13Then Samuel took the horn of 
oil, and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and 
the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that 
day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 

 

Text: Psalm 51:10-14 
10Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and 
right spirit within me. 

11Do not cast me away from your presence, and do not 
take your holy spirit from me. 

12Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me 
a willing spirit. 

13Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners 
will return to you. 

14Deliver me from bloodshed, O God, O God of my 
salvation, and my tongue will sing aloud of your 
deliverance. 

 

Secondary Text: John 7:24 
24 “Do not judge by appearances, but judge with right 
judgment.” 

 

Pronunciation Guide 
Bethlehemite: BEHTH-leh-hehm-ait 
Eliab: ee-LAI-ab 
Abinadab: uh-BIHN-uh-dab 
Shammah: SHAM-uh 
Ramah: RAY-muh 
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Scripture Readings 

Dramatic Reading of the Text 
Readers: Narrator, Lord, Samuel, Elders, Jesse 

Narrator: The Lord said to Samuel,  

Lord: “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected 
him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil 
and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I 
have provided for myself a king among his sons.”  

Narrator: Samuel said,  

Samuel: “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill 
me.”  

Narrator: And the Lord said,  

Lord: “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to 
sacrifice to the Lord.’ Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I 
will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for 
me the one whom I name to you.”  

Narrator: Samuel did what the Lord commanded, and 
came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet 
him trembling, and said,  

Elders: “Do you come peaceably?”  

Narrator: He said,  

Samuel: “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord; 
sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.”  

Narrator: And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited 
them to the sacrifice. When they came, he looked on Eliab 
and thought,  

Samuel: “Surely the Lord’s anointed is now before the 
Lord.”  

Narrator: But the Lord said to Samuel,  

Lord: “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of 
his stature, because I have rejected him; for the Lord does 

not see as mortals see; they look on the outward 
appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.”  

Narrator: Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass 
before Samuel. He said,  

Samuel: “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.”  

Narrator: Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he 
said,  

Samuel: “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.”  

Narrator: Jesse made seven of his sons pass before 
Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse,  

Samuel: “The Lord has not chosen any of these.”  

Narrator: Samuel said to Jesse,  

Samuel: “Are all your sons here?”  

Narrator: And he said,  

Jesse: “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping 
the sheep.”  

Narrator: And Samuel said to Jesse,  

Samuel: “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down 
until he comes here.”  

Narrator: He sent and brought him in. Now he was 
ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The 
Lord said,  

Lord: “Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.”  

Narrator: Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed 
him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the 
Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward. 
Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 
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Theme and Liturgy 

Preaching Theme 

Main Idea: Often God sees more than we see. 

How uncomfortably familiar this story is, even for the 
world we live in today! Samuel is charged with the task of 
anointing the man who would be the next king over Israel. 
To all eyes but God’s, any of Jesse’s eldest sons would 
have been strong and formidable as leaders. But God 
chose none of those. Instead, God chose the youngest, the 
smallest, perhaps with even the most feminine qualities. 
(The word ruddy, although sounding like rowdy or rough 
means red or reddish, as fair skin flushed from the sun, or 
a healthy red glow, as when blood flows and makes the 
skin glow.) For all these reasons, David would not have 
been the first choice among humans, but God did not see 
only physical appearance. God looked in David’s heart and 
saw qualities that would make David a great king. 

How little we have grown! People are still judged largely 
on their physical appearance. White trumps black, thin 
beats fat, male beats female. But this is not how God sees 
us. It is not how we ought to see one another. 

Before I lost 120 pounds, I was one of the invisible people. 
Other people quite literally did not see me. People would 
give up their spots in line, hold doors open, and speak in 
elevators with the thinner, younger, more beautiful 
women. But I was invisible. People didn’t acknowledge 
me. People didn’t talk to me in the line at the grocery 
store. Nobody wanted to help me when I was shopping. 
But then I lost the weight. Now people open doors for me. 
Employees seek me out to ask if I need help. I am no 
longer invisible. But I still feel the pain of those who are 
judged for their weight, their color, their gender, or their 
sexual preference. 

At my local Home Depot recently, I nearly tripped over an 
employee in a wheelchair who was approaching me to see 
if I needed help. He was unable to speak, but held a tablet 
in his lap. At a tap of the screen, the tablet voiced, “May I 

help you find something?” Taken aback at the newness of 
it all, I muttered what I always do, “No, I’m just browsing, 
thanks.” But then I realized I did, indeed, need help 
finding something. So, I turned and said, “Yes, actually, 
where can I find these?” 

The young man beamed, tapped his screen again, and it 
voiced, “Please follow me.” 

He took me to the aisle I needed and showed me what I 
was looking for. I thanked him, another tap, and the 
screen voiced, “Is there anything else I can help you find?” 

“No, thank you very much!” I responded. 

Tap. Voice. “You’re welcome.” 

Now when I shop there, I seek him out, and he beams 
every time I ask him for help. He is not invisible to me 
anymore. 

 

Scripture Summary 
Samuel has the weighty task of choosing Israel’s next king 
from among Jesse’s many impressive sons. But God—as 
usual—has a surprise at hand. 

 

Call to Worship 
L: Create in us clean hearts, O God, 

C: And put your new spirit within us. 

L: Do not cast us away from your presence, 

C: Nor take your Holy Spirit from us. 

L: Restore to us the joy of your salvation, 

C: And sustain in us a willing spirit. 
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Liturgy 

Confession and Forgiveness 
L: We confess our sins before God and one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

L: Longsuffering God, 

C: Forgive us for continually missing the mark. We 
look for you in beauty, grandeur, and bluster, but 
miss the humble, quiet ways you choose to make 
yourself known. We strive for status and success, 
and fail to see how you might use us in our failure 
and weakness. We wish to be popular, forgetting 
that you have called us to love the unlovable and 
make our home as you have—with the forgotten, 
the despised, the voiceless. Forgive us and restore 
us again to your grace. Amen. 

L: The Lord is quick to forgive and eager to grant second 
chances. Take comfort that God is merciful, and never 
failing in compassion. You are forgiven. Proclaim it, 
rejoice in it, and live it, for the sake of Jesus our 
Savior. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

L: Accepting God,  

C: You have chosen the least likely for your special 
purposes. Show us how you work in unexpected 
ways to carry out your will for the world which 
you have made. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 

Offertory Prayer 
We sanctify ourselves and bring these gifts before you, 
loving Creator. Make of them a pleasing offering and use 
the offerings of our lives in service to all your children, 
wherever they may be. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the Church 

L: We pray for the church, the world, and all those in 
need. 

A brief silence. 

L: You look beyond outward appearance, O Lord, and 
see into our very hearts. Move us in the same way to 
push ourselves past what the surface reveals and probe 
the depths of ourselves and those around us, that we 
might bring an authentic witness to your unconditional 
love. God of wisdom, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: The illusion of beauty fades, O Lord, as quickly as a 
fragile blossom wilts upon the vine. Connect us with 
those things which will sustain over the long haul, 
rather than those which bedazzle us for a while and 
then dry up. God of wisdom, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Strengthen loving relationships between people, and 
show us by example how to truly respect and cherish 
one another. Bless those who have chosen life without 
a partner, and those who desire a relationship but do 
not currently have one. Bring us to a fuller sense of 
compassion for those around us, the kind that supersedes 
jealousy, insecurity, and bitterness. God of wisdom, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: You have anointed us with your healing balm, and 
offered us the blessing of your wholeness. Be 
especially with... God of wisdom, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Your saints are a continual reminder that the victory 
does not always go to the strongest, most popular, or 
most outwardly beautiful. With your servants of every 
age, we are in good company, and share in your holy 
fellowship. God of wisdom, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

Here other petitions may be offered. 

L: Cleanse our hearts and hear these our prayers, O Lord, 
offered in hope for a world that sees as its Creator 
does—with one all-loving gaze and an irrevocable 
promise of deliverance for all. Amen. 

  



October 24, 2021 
God Calls David, 1 Samuel 16:1-13; Psalm 51:10-14  

Narrative Lectionary Program 1 2021-22 Worship Resources Copyright © 2021 Clergy Stuff Page 64 of 168 

Narrative Lectionary 
Program 1 2021-22 

 

Liturgy 

Eucharistic Invitation 

In these ordinary elements of bread and wine, you have 
made something extraordinary, O Lord. By feeding us with 
unremarkable things, you impart the mysteries of your 
unfathomable salvation offered freely to all. May we come 
to your table with awe, humility, and gratitude for all you 
have given us. 

 

Litany 

L: This is a story for all the overlooked 

C: For all those ignored because they are too young 

L: Or too old, or too anything. 

C: Those the world quickly and unfairly sizes up. 

L: David, one of the superstars of God’s story… 

C: Our story. 

L: David is introduced as Jesse’s youngest son. 

C: Maybe the handsomest, but certainly not the 
biggest or strongest. 

L: But Samuel passes the older brothers by. 

C: Samuel anoints David. 

L: God has chosen David for greatness. 

C: An unlikely ruler. An unusual king. 

L: David, who will slay Goliath. 

C: David, who will write and play beautiful music. 

L: David, who will rule wisely and well. 

C: David, who will become beloved by the people. 

L: But this is also David who will sin greatly, 

C: Who will take another man’s wife, 

L: And have him killed in battle. 

C: David, another of God’s flawed and imperfect and 
special people. 

L: God does not overlook David because of age or size. 

C: God sees David’s potential. God sees his heart. 

L: And God makes a choice. 

C: And David lives into that choice. 

L: Do we ever feel ignored? Do we ever feel overlooked? 

C: Do we ever think that no one sees our potential? 

L: Can we go beyond the misjudgments of this world? 

C: Can we see ourselves as God sees us? 

L: People of great worth, people of limitless potential? 

C: Can we try to feel worthy of God’s favor, and live 
into God’s choice? 

L: For we are, all of us, vital parts of God’s story. 

C: Flawed and sinful as we are. 

L: We, like David, have so much to give, so much to 
offer. 

C: We, like David, can do great things with God’s 
help. 

L: May we look at ourselves in the mirror and see 
promise. 

C: May we accept and love ourselves just as we are, 
knowing God does too. 

L: Believing God will use us, imperfections and all. 

C: For the building of God’s kingdom of love here on 
earth. 

All: Amen! 
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Creative Expression 

Skit 
Characters: Person 1, Person 2 

Props: Table, chairs, stack of folders with papers in them. 

 

Person 1: Well I’m completely flummoxed. 

Person 2: Yeah. This has not been an easy task. 

Person 1: You’re not helping. Can’t you just make a 
decision?  

Person 2: None of the candidates are quite right. 

Person 1: What are you talking about? They’re all perfectly 
qualified. What’s the hold up? 

Person 2: I don’t know. I just have a gut feeling we 
haven’t seen the right person yet. I’ll know when I know. 

Person 1: Ugh. Why did the boss say you had to have the 
final word on this? 

Person 2: The boss is trusting me. They said I’d know. To 
go with my gut. 

Person 1: Fine. Is there more coffee? I could use some. 

Person 2: I think we ran out half an hour ago. 

Person 1: Of course we did. Let’s go over this one more 
time and call it done. Please. 

Person 2: Okay. (picks up first file) Strong educational 
background. Great experience. I really like their work on 
that project out in Oregon. (picks up second file) Strong 
educational background. Great experience. Really good 
writer. That’s a huge plus. (picks up third file) Strong 
educational background. Not a lot of direct experience, but 
those transferrable skills… 

Person 1: Yeah, yeah. Keep going. 

Person 2: (picks up fourth file) Oh, I really liked this one. All 
the qualifications and a real grasp of the company’s 
mission. 

Person 1: So that’s the one? 

Person 2: Ehh. Not really sure… (picks up last file) Wait. 
What’s this one? 

Person 1: What one? 

Person 2: This one. I don’t remember seeing this file. 

Person 1: Oh, yeah. That was one the boss just wanted me 
to throw into the pile. Not as much experience as the 
others. And isn’t quite done with the required degree 
program, but close. 

Person 2: (reading through the file) Wow. Did you read this? 

Person 1: I glanced over it. Nothing extraordinary to my 
mind. 

Person 2: No…that’s where you’re wrong. What this 
person wrote in their cover letter…I think I just got chills. 

Person 1: It’s a cover letter. How…? 

Person 2: I don’t know. I just get the sense that this is the 
right person for the job. In fact, I’m sure of it. All the 
pieces are there. It might not look exactly like the polished, 
stellar candidates we’ve been reviewing. But this 
person…I’m certain this is exactly the person the boss had 
in mind—you know they don’t look at things the way 
everyone else does. 

Person 1: True enough. They hired you, after all. 

Person 2: (sarcastic) Nice. (holds up the file again) Anyway, 
with a little guidance and support, I think this person 
might just be the best hire we could ever make at this 
company. 

Person 1: (sighing) Oh, thank goodness. I’ll call them 
tomorrow to set up an interview. Now I’m going home to 
sleep. 

Person 2: Thanks for all your help. Sleep well! 
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Kids’ Storytime 

Main Message 

God chose David, the youngest and smallest, to be king. 

 

Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• Aromatic oil or olive oil 
 

Setting the Scene/Background 
Bring some anointing oil with you. It can be olive oil or it 
could be fancier aromatic oil. Show it to the kids and talk 
about why you might use anointing oil in ministry (to pray 
for healing when someone is sick, or for certain rituals at 
the time of death or baptisms, etc.). 

 

Telling the Story 
Tell the story using the KidStuff bulletin. 

 

Activity 
In the Old Testament reading, Samuel anointed David. 
David was to be King and it was customary for the king to 
be anointed by a prophet at God’s command. Be sure you 
talk about how David was the youngest and smallest 
brother. Why do you think God chose him to be king? 

 

Reflection Questions 

• Why do you think God chose David to be king? 
• What do you think David’s brothers thought of 

their brother becoming king when he was the 
youngest and smallest? 

 

Stuff to Consider 
If you are going to pass around aromatic oil for the kids to 
smell, have some older helpers hold it for the youngest 
kids so they don’t end up doused in scented oil. Be 
thoughtful of kids with allergies or scent sensitivities. 

 

Next Week’s Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
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Planning Worksheet 

Preaching Themes 
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Scripture Readings 

Text: 1 Kings 5:1-5; 8:1-13 
Now King Hiram of Tyre sent his servants to 
Solomon, when he heard that they had anointed him 

king in place of his father; for Hiram had always been a 
friend to David. 2Solomon sent word to Hiram, saying, 
3“You know that my father David could not build a house 
for the name of the Lord his God because of the warfare 
with which his enemies surrounded him, until the Lord put 
them under the soles of his feet. 4But now the Lord my 
God has given me rest on every side; there is neither 
adversary nor misfortune. 5So I intend to build a house for 
the name of the Lord my God, as the Lord said to my 
father David, ‘Your son, whom I will set on your throne in 
your place, shall build the house for my name.’” 

Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel and all 
the heads of the tribes, the leaders of the ancestral 

houses of the Israelites, before King Solomon in 
Jerusalem, to bring up the ark of the covenant of the Lord 
out of the city of David, which is Zion. 2All the people of 
Israel assembled to King Solomon at the festival in the 
month Ethanim, which is the seventh month. 3And all the 
elders of Israel came, and the priests carried the ark. 4So 
they brought up the ark of the Lord, the tent of meeting, 
and all the holy vessels that were in the tent; the priests 
and the Levites brought them up. 5King Solomon and all 
the congregation of Israel, who had assembled before him, 
were with him before the ark, sacrificing so many sheep 
and oxen that they could not be counted or numbered. 
6Then the priests brought the ark of the covenant of the 
Lord to its place, in the inner sanctuary of the house, in 
the most holy place, underneath the wings of the 
cherubim. 7For the cherubim spread out their wings over 
the place of the ark, so that the cherubim made a covering 

above the ark and its poles. 8The poles were so long that 
the ends of the poles were seen from the holy place in 
front of the inner sanctuary; but they could not be seen 
from outside; they are there to this day. 9There was 
nothing in the ark except the two tablets of stone that 
Moses had placed there at Horeb, where the Lord made a 
covenant with the Israelites, when they came out of the 
land of Egypt. 10And when the priests came out of the holy 
place, a cloud filled the house of the Lord, 11so that the 
priests could not stand to minister because of the cloud; 
for the glory of the Lord filled the house of the Lord. 

12Then Solomon said, “The Lord has said that he would 
dwell in thick darkness. 13I have built you an exalted house, 
a place for you to dwell in forever.” 

 

Secondary Text: John 2:19-21 
19Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three 
days I will raise it up.” 20The Jews then said, “This temple 
has been under construction for forty-six years, and will 
you raise it up in three days?” 21But he was speaking of the 
temple of his body. 

 

Pronunciation Guide 
Hiram: HY-ram 
Tyre: TAI-er 
Ethanim: EHTH-uh-nihm 
Levites: LEE-vaits 
Horeb: HAWR-ehb 
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Scripture Readings 

Dramatic Reading of the Text 
Readers: Narrator, Solomon 

Narrator: Now King Hiram of Tyre sent his servants to 
Solomon, when he heard that they had anointed him king 
in place of his father; for Hiram had always been a friend 
to David. Solomon sent word to Hiram, saying,  

Solomon: “You know that my father David could not 
build a house for the name of the Lord his God because of 
the warfare with which his enemies surrounded him, until 
the Lord put them under the soles of his feet. But now the 
Lord my God has given me rest on every side; there is 
neither adversary nor misfortune. So I intend to build a 
house for the name of the Lord my God, as the Lord said 
to my father David, ‘Your son, whom I will set on your 
throne in your place, shall build the house for my name.’” 

Narrator: Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel 
and all the heads of the tribes, the leaders of the ancestral 
houses of the Israelites, before King Solomon in 
Jerusalem, to bring up the ark of the covenant of the Lord 
out of the city of David, which is Zion. All the people of 
Israel assembled to King Solomon at the festival in the 
month Ethanim, which is the seventh month. And all the 
elders of Israel came, and the priests carried the ark. So 
they brought up the ark of the Lord, the tent of meeting, 
and all the holy vessels that were in the tent; the priests 

and the Levites brought them up. King Solomon and all 
the congregation of Israel, who had assembled before him, 
were with him before the ark, sacrificing so many sheep 
and oxen that they could not be counted or numbered. 
Then the priests brought the ark of the covenant of the 
Lord to its place, in the inner sanctuary of the house, in 
the most holy place, underneath the wings of the 
cherubim. For the cherubim spread out their wings over 
the place of the ark, so that the cherubim made a covering 
above the ark and its poles. The poles were so long that 
the ends of the poles were seen from the holy place in 
front of the inner sanctuary; but they could not be seen 
from outside; they are there to this day. There was nothing 
in the ark except the two tablets of stone that Moses had 
placed there at Horeb, where the Lord made a covenant 
with the Israelites, when they came out of the land of 
Egypt. And when the priests came out of the holy place, a 
cloud filled the house of the Lord, so that the priests could 
not stand to minister because of the cloud; for the glory of 
the Lord filled the house of the Lord. Then Solomon said,  

Solomon: “The Lord has said that he would dwell in thick 
darkness. I have built you an exalted house, a place for you 
to dwell in forever.” 
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Theme and Liturgy 

Preaching Theme 

Main Idea: God’s house is a place to celebrate and 
honor God’s covenant with us. 

The temple that Solomon built was not simply a house in 
which to worship. It was built to honor the covenant 
between God and God’s people. It was a place to house 
the Ark of the Covenant – a reminder that God was their 
God and they were God’s people. The temple itself was 
never meant to be worshiped – it was meant to give the 
people a place to worship the God of the covenant. 

What is taught in your place of worship? It is a place where 
the tapestries are more important than the people who like 
or dislike the tapestries? Is it a place where the “shoulds” 
and “should-nots” speak louder than the covenant of 
forgiveness? Is it a place that excludes outside groups to 
preserve the integrity of the carpet? 

Or is your place of worship a place where people of 
different colors, genders, ages, sexual preferences, or 
abilities share the same pews? Is it a place where the cries 
and coos of children are holy noise? Is it a landing place 
where disciples then go out into the world to do God’s 
work? Is it a place where God’s covenant with the world is 
proclaimed, and God’s love is honored and accepted with 
humility and grace? 

There is nothing inherently wrong with golden cherubim 
with giant wingspans or antique altars donated by generous 
memorial gifts of ages past. The question is whether 
people put in perspective the things of the building and 
recognize the building is a meeting place to celebrate the 
covenant God has made with us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scripture Summary 

Solomon now has the chance to do what his father never 
could: make a permanent temple for the Lord. And though 
it may be grand, this tribute in stone is really a symbol of 
the dwelling place that has been and is the people of God: 
indestructible and for all time. 

 

Call to Worship 
L: Come now, to the house of the Lord. 

C: We rejoice in the presence of our God! 

L: Surely the breath of your Spirit fills this place, 

C: And the air is thick with the cloud of all your holy 
witnesses. 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

L: We confess our sins before God and one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

L: Longsuffering God, 

C: Forgive us for continually missing the mark. We 
look for you in beauty, grandeur, and bluster, but 
miss the humble, quiet ways you choose to make 
yourself known. We strive for status and success, 
and fail to see how you might use us in our failure 
and weakness. We wish to be popular, forgetting 
that you have called us to love the unlovable and 
make our home as you have—with the forgotten, 
the despised, the voiceless. Forgive us and restore 
us again to your grace. Amen. 

L: The Lord is quick to forgive and eager to grant second 
chances. Take comfort that God is merciful, and never 
failing in compassion. You are forgiven. Proclaim it, 
rejoice in it, and live it, for the sake of Jesus our 
Savior. Amen. 
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Liturgy 

Prayer of the Day 

L: Loving Lord,  

C: We are your living house. Make of us a holy and 
sure dwelling place for your presence, to the 
honor of your glory and steadfast love. In Jesus’ 
name we pray. Amen. 

 

Offertory Prayer 
We bring our offerings to you, not animals for slaughter or 
relics too precious to touch, but the fruits of our labors 
and the gifts of our hands, to the service of your loving 
purpose throughout the world. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the Church 

L: We pray for the church, the world, and all those in 
need. 

A brief silence. 

L: O God, throughout the ages your people have built 
great temples in which to worship you, spires that 
reach to the sky and sanctuaries that glitter with 
beauty. Sanctify the ways in which we seek to honor 
you; yet cast our eyes beyond the stained glass, to the 
One in whom we place our hope. Eternal God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Churches stand in every place on earth as a testimony 
to your global presence and promises. Make us good 
neighbors to those of other faiths, strengthen our 
witness to your vast love, and send your protection to 
those worldwide who suffer true persecution simply 
for living out their faith. Eternal God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: As we celebrate the anniversary of your Church’s 
reformation, keep us steadfast as ever to your gospel 
as we grow in what it means to follow you in every 
new age and generation. Eternal God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: As the incense of your presence fills the holy spaces, 
so descend upon us all with the balm of your healing. 
We ask a special blessing upon... Eternal God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Make us one with your faithful saints who join 
together in your heavenly home without walls, and 
inspire us by their example as we strive to follow 
where they have led. Eternal God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

Here other petitions may be offered. 

L: Bless these our prayers, and make us bold witnesses to 
the power of your grace, even as we pledge to be the 
answer to the world’s deepest need, through Jesus our 
Lord. Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Invitation 

Dear Savior, you are the temple which could not be 
destroyed. Gather us now into your fellowship, and 
welcome us to the table which you have laid especially for 
us. We come in joy, to be fed, blessed, and sent out again 
in strength. 
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Liturgy 

Litany 

L: Solomon the king. 

C: Solomon the wise. 

L: Solomon, David’s son. 

C: Solomon set out to build a temple. 

L: A fitting place for the Ark of the Covenant. 

C: A fitting place to worship the Lord. 

L: And Scripture goes on and on, 

C: All the details of construction, 

L: Every cubit is described, 

C: To give a sense of the massiveness of the temple, 

L: To symbolize the massiveness of the God who 
inspired it. 

C: The people worshiped there, and sacrificed there. 

L: They praised the Lord in Solomon’s magnificent 
temple, 

C: Until one day, the temple was destroyed, 

L: And rebuilt, 

C: And destroyed again. 

L: And now the temple, the towering edifice, 

C: The beautiful tribute to the Lord, 

L: Lives on in our hearts. 

C: We are the temple of the Lord. 

L: We are the endless rooms of beauty and majesty. 

C: We are the place where God’s praises are sung. 

L: The question is, 

C: What kind of temple are we? 

L: Are we indeed a fitting place for God to dwell? 

C: Would the ark of the covenant rest easily in us? 

L: Or do we have work to do? 

C: Are we like Solomon’s construction workers, with 
still much left to do? 

L: Are we not yet ready to welcome the King? 

C: May we hurry to complete our great temple. 

L: May we hasten to welcome God into our midst, 

C: Not worrying so much about perfection, 

L: But making sure we are building in love, 

C: And, always, opening our hearts, our doors, wide 
to our amazing savior and sovereign. 
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Creative Expression 

Skit 
Characters: Person 1 (an architect), Person 2, Person 3  

Props: Blueprints, or big papers to suggest blueprints. 

 

Person 1: Here’s the latest version with the set of changes 
you requested last time we met. 

Person 2: Ooh, did you get the vaulted ceiling in the main 
bathroom? 

Person 1: (exasperated) And the bay window. In the 
bathroom. 

Person 2: What about the skylights in the workout room? 
The extra fifteen square feet in the second kitchen? The 
balcony off the second-floor hallway? The walk-in closets 
in the kitchen and living room? 

Person 1: Everything. This has been the most exhausting 
build I’ve ever worked on. What on earth is all this for 
anyway? 

Person 3: [Person 2] is building the house in memory of 
their parents. They want the fanciest house they can 
imagine so our whole extended family can have a place to 
gather together and so everyone will be incredibly 
impressed by it. 

Person 1: Oh, they’ll be impressed alright. The level of 
detail… 

Person 2: Nothing but the best! 

Person 3: Except I kind of wonder if you’re not missing 
the point. 

Person 2: What point is that? 

Person 3: Well, if it’s really about a place to gather with 
family in memory of your folks, and share love and 
laughter and be inspired by one another…does it need to 
be fancy for the sake of being fancy? 

Person 1: I like the sound of that. 

Person 2: Hey! My parents left me the money and I want 
to build a big place in their honor, so every time we get 
together, everyone remembers them. 

Person 3: I get that. I really do. And there’s nothing 
wrong with making the place big and beautiful and 
inviting. But remember that this is about the family, not 
about the house. About the relationship with your parents 
and each other. What about making that the focus. 
Wouldn’t it change the design a bit? 

Person 2: You know, I like that idea. Maybe I have gotten 
carried away. It’s not like my parents will actually live in 
this house. I mean, they will live there. But not just there.  

Person 1: Why don’t you tell me about them? And about 
your family? We can create a space that’s simple and 
beautiful and really lends itself to the meaningful 
relationships you’ve all had. 

Person 2: Yeah, let’s do that. Thanks. 

  



October 31, 2021 
Solomon’s Temple, 1 Kings 5:1-5; 8:1-13  

Narrative Lectionary Program 1 2021-22 Worship Resources Copyright © 2021 Clergy Stuff Page 75 of 168 

Narrative Lectionary 
Program 1 2021-22 

 

Kids’ Storytime 

Main Message 

Our places of worship are holy and set apart for God. 

 

Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
 

Setting the Scene/Background 
Why do we have churches? What makes churches special? 
Take some time with the kids to look around your worship 
space and point out why we have the things we have – the 
stained glass windows often tell stories from the Bible, the 
instruments are used to praise God, the Communion ware 
is used to serve the Sacrament of Holy Communion, 
everything in the space has been placed there for a 
reason—for the worship of God and to help the 
community of God fulfill its purpose. 

 

Telling the Story 
Tell the story using the KidStuff bulletin. 

 

Activity 
Talk about how Solomon needed to build a place for the 
Chest of the Promise of God and what was in there. Why 
were those stone tablets Moses had placed in there 
important? The temple that was built was a holy place and 
our worship places are holy, too. God is here. 

 

Reflection Questions 

• Why do you think a church is important? 
• Does God actually live in the church? Why do you 

think that? 

 

Stuff to Consider 
If you have kids for whom movement is difficult, if you 
want to go to various parts of the sanctuary as you talk 
about the worship space, think about if all the kids can 
easily follow you. 

Talk with all the kids about respecting the holy space 
before you invite them up. Tell them they can touch if they 
are respectful. 

 

Next Week’s Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• Arrange beforehand with some parents willing to 

participate 
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Planning Worksheet 

Preaching Themes 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Setting 

 

 

 

Hymns 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Choral Music/Special Music 

 

 

 

Kids’ Storytime Ideas 
 

 

 

 

 

Skit or Creative Ideas 

 

 

 

 

 

Props for Kids’ Storytime or Skit 
 

 

 

Special Events (Baptism, New Members) 
 

 

 

 

 

Guest Speakers/Announcements 
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Scripture Readings 

Text: 1 Kings 19:1-18 
Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and how 
he had killed all the prophets with the sword. 

2Then Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, saying, “So may 
the gods do to me, and more also, if I do not make your 
life like the life of one of them by this time tomorrow.” 
3Then he was afraid; he got up and fled for his life, and 
came to Beer-sheba, which belongs to Judah; he left his 
servant there. 4But he himself went a day’s journey into the 
wilderness, and came and sat down under a solitary broom 
tree. He asked that he might die: “It is enough; now, O 
Lord, take away my life, for I am no better than my 
ancestors.” 5Then he lay down under the broom tree and 
fell asleep. Suddenly an angel touched him and said to him, 
“Get up and eat.” 6He looked, and there at his head was a 
cake baked on hot stones, and a jar of water. He ate and 
drank, and lay down again. 7The angel of the Lord came a 
second time, touched him, and said, “Get up and eat, 
otherwise the journey will be too much for you.” 8He got 
up, and ate and drank; then he went in the strength of that 
food forty days and forty nights to Horeb the mount of 
God. 

9At that place he came to a cave, and spent the night there. 
Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “What are 
you doing here, Elijah?” 10He answered, “I have been very 
zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the Israelites 
have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, 
and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, 
and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” 11He said, 
“Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for 
the Lord is about to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, 
so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking 
rocks in pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not in 
the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord 
was not in the earthquake; 12and after the earthquake a fire, 
but the Lord was not in the fire; and after the fire a sound 
of sheer silence. 13When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his 
face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance 
of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that said, 
“What are you doing here, Elijah?” 14He answered, “I have 

been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the 
Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your 
altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am 
left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” 15Then 
the Lord said to him, “Go, return on your way to the 
wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint 
Hazael as king over Aram. 16Also you shall anoint Jehu son 
of Nimshi as king over Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha 
son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place. 
17Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall 
kill; and whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha 
shall kill. 18Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the 
knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that 
has not kissed him.” 

 

Secondary Text: John 12:27-28 
27“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—
‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it is for this reason 
that I have come to this hour. 28Father, glorify your name.” 
Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I 
will glorify it again.” 

 

Pronunciation Guide 
Ahab: AY-hab 
Beer-sheba:  
Horeb: HAWR-ehb 
Damascus: duh-MAS-kuhs 
Hazael: HAZ-ay-ehl 
Aram: AY-ram 
Jehu: DZHEE-hyoo 
Nimshi: NIHM-shai 
Elisha: ee-LAI-shuh 
Shaphat: SHAY-fat 
Abel-meholah: AY-b’l-mee-HO-lah 
Baal: BAY-uhl 
  

19 
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Scripture Readings 

Dramatic Reading of the Text 
Readers: Narrator, Jezebel, Elijah, Angel, Lord 

Narrator: Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and 
how he had killed all the prophets with the sword. Then 
Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, saying,  

Jezebel: “So may the gods do to me, and more also, if I 
do not make your life like the life of one of them by this 
time tomorrow.”  

Narrator: Then he was afraid; he got up and fled for his 
life, and came to Beer-sheba, which belongs to Judah; he 
left his servant there. But he himself went a day’s journey 
into the wilderness, and came and sat down under a 
solitary broom tree. He asked that he might die:  

Elijah: “It is enough; now, O Lord, take away my life, for 
I am no better than my ancestors.”  

Narrator: Then he lay down under the broom tree and fell 
asleep. Suddenly an angel touched him and said to him,  

Angel: “Get up and eat.”  

Narrator: He looked, and there at his head was a cake 
baked on hot stones, and a jar of water. He ate and drank, 
and lay down again. The angel of the Lord came a second 
time, touched him, and said,  

Angel: “Get up and eat, otherwise the journey will be too 
much for you.”  

Narrator: He got up, and ate and drank; then he went in 
the strength of that food forty days and forty nights to 
Horeb the mount of God. At that place he came to a cave, 
and spent the night there. Then the word of the Lord 
came to him, saying,  

Angel: “What are you doing here, Elijah?”  

Narrator: He answered,  

Elijah: “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of 
hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, 

thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the 
sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take 
it away.”  

Narrator: He said,  

Angel: “Go out and stand on the mountain before the 
Lord, for the Lord is about to pass by.”  

Narrator: Now there was a great wind, so strong that it 
was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces 
before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind; and 
after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the 
earthquake; and after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord 
was not in the fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer 
silence. When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his 
mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. 
Then there came a voice to him that said,  

Lord: “What are you doing here, Elijah?”  

Narrator: He answered,  

Elijah: “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of 
hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, 
thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the 
sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take 
it away.”  

Narrator: Then the Lord said to him,  

Lord: “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of 
Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as 
king over Aram. Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi 
as king over Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son of 
Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place. 
Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill; 
and whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall 
kill. Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees 
that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not 
kissed him.” 
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Theme and Liturgy 

Preaching Theme 

Main Idea: When God calls, sometimes the best way 
through the fear is to run straight at it with purpose 
and resolve. 

Not to sound too judgmental, but Elijah sounds a little like 
a whining child. He lopes out to the wilderness to end his 
own life because Jezebel has threatened to kill him. (Does 
that even make any sense?) Then he complains to the Lord 
that, “I alone am left,” even though God promises to save 
the “seven thousand in Israel” who remain faithful to 
God. He complains at the mountaintop, and when he 
doesn’t get the answer he wants, he waits through a strong 
wind, an earthquake, and a fire. He then complains the 
same complaint, hoping for someone to indulge his 
whining and tell him he’s right. Instead, the Lord sends 
him back out to finish the work God has laid out for him. 
There will be no coddling for Elijah. 

God, on the other hand, is patient and encouraging. God 
does not come at Elijah like an upset parent, an angry 
storm of wind, earthquake, or fire. Instead, God comes 
with a whisper that breaks the sheer silence surrounding a 
worn out Elijah. Although God knows the answer, God 
gives Elijah the chance to get it all out, “What are you 
doing here, Elijah?” God hears him out. God picks him 
up, brushes him off, looks him square in the face, and 
gives him a solid direction, one that shakes Elijah out of 
his self-pity and back to his resolve to do as God asks. 
Sometimes the best way to redirect a temper tantrum is to 
give that energy a new purpose. 

Years ago, I had a terrible accident with my then 3-year-old 
baby boy. I accidentally slammed his finger into the hinge 
of an industrial van’s side door. Due to his screaming and 
uncontrollable bleeding, we decided to take him to the 
hospital. As I set him back in the car seat I checked the 
van door’s hinge to see where I might have caught his 
finger. I opened the door and my baby’s fingertip fell into 

my palm. Now I was screaming and crying all the way to 
the emergency room. In the ER, I continued to scream 
and cry until a nurse took me by the shoulders, looked 
straight into my eyes, and said firmly, “You are not helping 
him. You need to keep calm.” Immediately I felt the panic 
slip away and I was able to refocus on the task at hand – 
being a calming presence to a very scared little boy. My 
boy is 18 now and has all 10 fingers. I will never forget the 
moment I realized that the best way to alleviate fear is to 
run straight at it with a purpose. When God calls, there is 
nearly always fear. But we can run at it with purpose and 
resolve, running through the fear toward the end goal. 
God will hold us by the shoulders, look us straight in the 
eye, and speak with words of comfort and courage. 

 

Scripture Summary 
Elijah has had it. If Jezebel doesn’t succeed in killing him, 
he’ll mope his life away in the wilderness. But no one likes 
a whiner. Especially God. 

 

Call to Worship 
L: There was a great wind, 

C: But the Lord was not in the wind. 

L: And after the wind an earthquake, 

C: But the Lord was not in the earthquake. 

L: And after the earthquake a fire, 

C: But the Lord was not in the fire. 

L: Then after the fire, the sound of sheer silence— 

C: Speak to us, Lord, for we are listening. 
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Liturgy 

Confession and Forgiveness 
L: We confess our sins before God and one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

L: Longsuffering God, 

C: Forgive us for continually missing the mark. We 
look for you in beauty, grandeur, and bluster, but 
miss the humble, quiet ways you choose to make 
yourself known. We strive for status and success, 
and fail to see how you might use us in our failure 
and weakness. We wish to be popular, forgetting 
that you have called us to love the unlovable and 
make our home as you have—with the forgotten, 
the despised, the voiceless. Forgive us and restore 
us again to your grace. Amen. 

L: The Lord is quick to forgive and eager to grant second 
chances. Take comfort that God is merciful, and never 
failing in compassion. You are forgiven. Proclaim it, 
rejoice in it, and live it, for the sake of Jesus our 
Savior. Amen.  

 

Prayer of the Day 

L: God of promise,  

C: You have picked up your prophets and restored 
them to strength when they were ready to quit. 
Take us also and gently awaken us to the 
commitment we have made to serve you, knowing 
that you will never leave us on our own. In Jesus’ 
name we pray. Amen. 

 

Offertory Prayer 
We bring what we can to you, O God, even when we fear 
it isn’t enough, and won’t make any difference. Take the 
genuine offerings of our hearts and multiply them a 
hundredfold, that all might see your goodness and know 
your love. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the Church 

L: We pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

L: We are frequently tempted to lose heart, to give up on 
the work that you have set before us, focusing on the 
negative and refusing to see new possibilities. Feed us 
with your spirit and breathe new life into us, opening 
our eyes to your purpose and showing us a way past 
discouragement and into your promise. Empowering 
God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: We seek you in the violent winds. We seek you in the 
earthquake. We seek you in the fire. We find you in all 
places of your good creation, especially in the spaces 
of silence. Empowering God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: There are thundering voices all around us, claiming to 
speak your will, O Lord. Help us distinguish fact from 
fiction, reason from rambling, and truth from trifle. Tune 
our ears to hear you in the silence. Empowering God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: When our strength has all but dried up, you offer us 
revival and refreshment. Cool our hot heads, and pour 
your blessing over those who particularly need it, 
especially... Empowering God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: For all the saints who precede us in life and in death, 
for those around us still living, and for our own 
renewed commitment, we pray, O Lord. Keep us one 
in hope and purpose. Empowering God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

Here other petitions may be offered. 

L: Your patience knows no bounds and your love no 
ending. Receive these utterings of our hearts and 
assure us of your compassionate response. In Jesus’ 
name we pray. Amen.  
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Liturgy 

Eucharistic Invitation 

The meal of reconciliation has been laid before us. Let us 
now get up and eat, lest the journey be too much for us. 
God has provided everything we need—come, receive 
what is yours in Christ! 

 

Litany 

L: Where do we hear God’s voice? 

C: It is hard in this noisy, noisy world to hear 
anyone’s voice, let alone God’s. 

L: When we aren’t bombarded with sound, we retreat 
into our electronic devices, our iPhones, and iPads. 

C: With our headphones on, we can get away from 
the sounds of car horns honking, people talking, 
TVs blaring. 

L: The noise of the world is drowned in this techno-
world of ours, but it is not silent. 

C: There’s a difference. We may experience the 
absence of noise, but silence is something more. 

L: Silence is peaceful; silence gives rise to thoughts and 
feelings we may have not recognized before. 

C: In the silence, we can hear our breathing, in and 
out. 

L: In the silence, we can hear what is most important to 
hear. 

C: The voice of God, a gentle whisper. 

L: Not the loud and crashing sounds of nature at its 
angriest, 

C: But a soft, soothing sound. 

L: For as big as our God is, as majestic and 
unfathomable, 

C: Our God is also an intimate, personal God 

L: Who whispers to us in the silence as a mother 
whispers to her baby in the night. 

C: When we feel God is far from us, that God has 
abandoned us, 

L: That is when God is closest of all, just whispering, and 
waiting for us to hear. 

C: May we seek out our silent places and times. 

L: May we leave the noise and clamor behind, and listen. 

C: Listen carefully for the voice of the One who loves 
us most. 

L: The same God who loved Elijah thousands of years 
ago, is our God. 

C: The God of Abraham and Moses. 

L: The tender and wonderful God of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

All: Shhhh. Listen! Amen. 
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Creative Expression 

Skit 
Characters: Parent, Kid (high school age) 

Props: Technological device with headphones. 

 

Parent: Hey there, [Kid]. What’s up? 

(Kid, wearing headphones, doesn’t respond) 

Parent: Hello? (shouts) HEY! 

(Kid still doesn’t respond) 

Parent: (claps loudly to try to get attention) Hey [Kid] Hey! 

(Kid still doesn’t respond) 

Kid: (takes out cymbals and crashes them) Earth to [Kid]! Are 
you in there?!? 

(Kid still doesn’t respond) 

Parent: (shrugs) For crying out loud. (starts to walk away) 

Kid: (taking off headphones) Oh, hey [Parent]. Did you want 
something? 

Parent: I’ve been trying to get your attention for ages. It’s 
time for school. 

Kid: Sorry. I was just moping to my favorite emo band. 
The song ended and it was completely silent and that’s 
when I realized you were there. 

Parent: Yeah, I’ve noticed the moping. That’s why I came 
to talk to you. What’s going on? 

Kid: I’m not going to school today. School sucks. 

Parent: Okay. Stating the obvious. But what, specifically. 

Kid: Well, we always get told that if we do the right thing 
and follow the rules then everything will be better. And it’s 
just not true. 

Parent: Life lessons 101. Say more. 

Kid: I stood up to a bully yesterday. She was picking on 
one of the Special Ed kids and I couldn’t just stand by and 
say nothing. So I called her out—her and all her friends 
who were laughing. And Ms. Patel overheard and doubled 

down on them and I felt really good about it and 
everything… 

Parent: I’m sensing a ‘but’ coming. 

Kid: Yeah. The bully told everyone she was going to beat 
me up this morning. It’s all over the school. And it doesn’t 
feel like the teachers are doing anything about it. So I’m 
not going. 

Parent: I am so sorry. That’s awful. 

Kid: So I don’t have to go? 

Parent: Oh, you have to go. Skipping school is not an 
option. 

Kid: But she’s gonna go after me! 

Parent: Of course you need to take the threat seriously. I 
wouldn’t ask you to just walk into that kind of situation. 
But you’re forgetting something really important. 

Kid: What? 

Parent: You’re not alone in this. Meet your friends at the 
bus. Go in a group and find Ms. Patel right away. Then go 
talk to the folks in the Special Ed department about what 
happened and maybe find out ways you and your friends 
can do even more. 

Kid: I guess that’s doable. I’ll text a few people so we can 
work together. I know I have friends who have my back. 

Parent: Doing the right thing is the best option, but it’s 
not easy. You’re almost always going to come into conflict 
with people. But if you remember to ask for help and take 
care of yourself, you can make progress even if you’re 
scared. 

Kid: Yep. Scared is right. But I guess it’s better to go deal 
with it than to just hide in my room for the rest of the 
school year. 

Parent: Exactly. And if you need me for anything, I will be 
there in a heartbeat. Got it? 

Kid: Thanks, [Parent]. 
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Kids’ Storytime 

Main Message 

God’s presence was found in a whisper. 

 

Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• Arrange beforehand with some parents willing to 

participate 
 

Setting the Scene/Background 
Select some parents beforehand to read from the bulletin 
insert or from a Bible at an appointed time during the Kids’ 
Storytime today. Ask the kids to close their eyes and tell 
them to raise their hand when they hear the voice of their 
own parent saying something. One by one, point to 4 or 5 
of the parents and have them read and see how the kids 
immediately recognize the voice of their own parent.  

 

Telling the Story 
Tell the story using the KidStuff bulletin. 

 

 

 

 

Activity 
Talk to them about that and how cool it is that we 
recognize the voices of the people dearest to us. In the 
Bible reading from 1 Kings, God was going to appear to 
Elijah. Elijah may have expected God in the earthquake or 
in the wild wind, but when did Elijah finally hear God? In 
a whisper. Is it surprising that God would speak in a 
whisper?  

 

Reflection Questions 

• Why do you think Elijah expected to hear God in 
the earthquake, fire, and wind? 

• Have you ever heard God whispering? 

 

Stuff to Consider 
Remind children that people have different gifts and 
abilities. How might a deaf or hearing-impaired person 
“hear” God? 

 

Next Week’s Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
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Planning Worksheet 

Preaching Themes 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Setting 
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Skit or Creative Ideas 

 

 

 

 

 

Props for Kids’ Storytime or Skit 
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Scripture Readings 

Text: Amos 1:1-2; 5:14-15, 21-24 
The words of Amos, who was among the shepherds of 
Tekoa, which he saw concerning Israel in the days of 

King Uzziah of Judah and in the days of King Jeroboam 
son of Joash of Israel, two years before the earthquake. 
2And he said: The Lord roars from Zion, and utters his 
voice from Jerusalem; the pastures of the shepherds 
wither, and the top of Carmel dries up.  

14Seek good and not evil, that you may live; and so the 
Lord, the God of hosts, will be with you, just as you have 
said. 15Hate evil and love good, and establish justice in the 
gate; it may be that the Lord, the God of hosts, will be 
gracious to the remnant of Joseph. 

21I hate, I despise your festivals, and I take no delight in 
your solemn assemblies. 22Even though you offer me your 
burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept them; 
and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals I will 
not look upon. 23Take away from me the noise of your 
songs; I will not listen to the melody of your harps. 24But 
let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an 
everflowing stream. 

 

Secondary Text: John 7:37-38 
37On the last day of the festival, the great day, while Jesus 
was standing there, he cried out, “Let anyone who is 
thirsty come to me, 38and let the one who believes in me 
drink. As the scripture has said, ‘Out of the believer’s heart 
shall flow rivers of living water.’” 

 

 

Pronunciation Guide 
Tekoa: te-KOH-uh 
Uzziah: yoo-ZAI-uh 
Jeroboam: dzhehr-o-BO-uhm 
Joash: DZHO-ash 
 

Dramatic Reading of the Text 
Readers: Narrator, Amos, Lord 

Narrator: The words of Amos, who was among the 
shepherds of Tekoa, which he saw concerning Israel in the 
days of King Uzziah of Judah and in the days of King 
Jeroboam son of Joash of Israel, two years before the 
earthquake. And he said:  

Amos: The Lord roars from Zion, and utters his voice 
from Jerusalem; the pastures of the shepherds wither, and 
the top of Carmel dries up. Seek good and not evil, that 
you may live; and so the Lord, the God of hosts, will be 
with you, just as you have said. Hate evil and love good, 
and establish justice in the gate; it may be that the Lord, 
the God of hosts, will be gracious to the remnant of 
Joseph. 

Lord: I hate, I despise your festivals, and I take no delight 
in your solemn assemblies. Even though you offer me your 
burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept them; 
and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals I will 
not look upon. Take away from me the noise of your 
songs; I will not listen to the melody of your harps. But let 
justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an 
everflowing stream. 

  

1 
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Theme and Liturgy 

Preaching Theme 

Main Idea: We are called to live in the tension between 
the world we live in and the world we dream of. 

Does God really despise our festivals and solemn 
assemblies? No, this is not what Amos was trying to say. 
The people of Israel had focused all their energy on the 
show of worship without actually living the tenets of faith. 
They were more concerned with their rituals, their 
sacrifices, and their gatherings than for justice, peace, and 
love. Worship without the work of justice and peace is 
empty, and God would have none of it.  

I recently re-read George Orwell’s Nineteen Eighty-Four. 
One of the things that’s fascinating me with this dystopian 
mural is how very empty the life of the protagonist 
Winston Smith seems. In the party’s attempt to make 
everything perfect, there has been a fundamental loss of 
the spark of life. Perfection is an illusion; the lies and 
doublethink fog the truth so that Winston does not even 
believe his own memory. 

As I watch TV, surf the net, and scroll through my social 
media, I am struck by the tension between the perfect life 
many desire and the reality of the struggles we all face. On 
the one hand, there are images of sunny beaches on 
expensive vacations, the nervous smiles and hopeful 
expectations of prom photos, baby’s first Instagram, and 
homes flipped from condemned to luxurious in the blink 
of an eye. On the other hand, I also see images of drug 
addicts passed out in cars with their toddlers in the back 
seat, black men killed by police officers, children covered 
in blood in war-torn Syria. There is a tension between the 
perfection we desire and the messiness of real life. 

God knows this is our reality. God knows that our world is 
broken, that justice is fleeting, that peace is elusive. God 
also knows that we need our rituals, our worship, our 
music, our words of wisdom to give us hope that life can 
be more—more just, more peaceful, more loving. It is not 
our rituals that God despises, it is the giving up of the 
hope that we can contribute to making this world more 
like the world God intended—God’s reign on earth. 

So, go ahead and dance your dances, post photos of your 
princesses online, sing your songs. But then go out and 
fight for justice. Fight for peace. And love unconditionally. 

 

Scripture Summary 

Amos brings a sobering testimony to the people. We can 
make a show of loving what is good, but in the end all 
God cares about is if we actually worked to bring about 
justice. 

 

Call to Worship 
L: Let anyone who is thirsty come to me, says the Lord, 

C: And let the one who believes in me drink.  

L: Out of the believer’s heart… 

C: Shall flow rivers of living water. 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

L: We confess our sins before God and one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

L: Faithful God, 

C: Your promises have never wavered, and yet we are 
not always willing to believe them. We descend 
into our own despair, unable to see past our 
immediate concerns. We drag others down with 
us and live to complain and commiserate. We 
ignore the miracles right in front us. Forgive us 
for living such small lives, O Lord, and restore in us 
the wonder of what it is to be your people. Amen. 

L: God is faithful; God is merciful; God does not hold 
our sins against us! For this we give you thanks, O 
Lord. Receive the assurance of your deliverance by the 
One who promised from of old to set us free, and 
who seeks and finds us to this very day. Alleluia! Amen. 
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Liturgy 

Prayer of the Day 

L: God of mercy,  

C: Your vision of justice for all is at the center of our 
faith. Clear our eyes to see it newly as something 
worth striving for, as messy and difficult as it may 
be. Renew our zeal for your gospel for the sake of 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

Offertory Prayer 
We bring our offerings to your altar not that we might 
make ourselves look good, or find special favor with you, 
for that is not what you desire, O Lord. Use these gifts and 
the work of our lives as part of your divine will to 
overthrow oppression, injustice and inequality everywhere, 
and in that work, may we find our true peace. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the Church 

L: We pray for the church, the world, and all those in 
need. 

A brief silence. 

L: Our songs of praise, offerings of money and prayers 
for peace all ring hollow without our hands and feet 
working for your vision of reconciliation. May we 
never lose sight of what you are calling us to do, in 
favor of what looks or feels good. God of justice, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Until justice rolls down like waters and righteousness 
like an ever-flowing stream, you will not be satisfied. 
Give us a similar hunger for your vision in this world 
we share with all your people and all your creatures. 
Empower our witness and strengthen our voices. God 
of justice, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: We remember those who have laid themselves on the 
line, and in some cases given their lives in service to 
their country. Heal their wounds, grant them fair 
access to treatment and services, and comfort the 
families of those who did not survive, assuring them 
that you hold their loved ones close. God of justice, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Lord, you invite all who thirst to come and drink of 
your living waters. Sustain the weary with your 
presence, and pour over them your healing, 
especially... God of justice, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Bless the memory of all those who have turned from 
evil and fought for what is good, your saints of all 
times and places. Give us courage to follow their lead, 
and together share in the riches of your eternal 
kingdom. God of justice, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

Here other petitions may be offered. 

L: You hear us, O God, before we even ask, and yet you 
welcome our prayers and hold them all in your loving 
embrace. Gather these together with all those offered 
on this day, all over the world you have created. In 
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Invitation 

Let all who hunger come and be fed! Let all who thirst 
come and drink! This holy table is for all, and none will be 
turned away. May it be the closest fellowship we share 
until that great day when all are gathered together in God’s 
perfect vision of creation restored. 
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Liturgy 

Litany 

L: It seems sometimes like injustice is the order of the 
day. 

C: And we’ve become so used to it, so accustomed to 
some people being treated unfairly. 

L: Easier to turn a blind eye and a deaf ear. 

C: Easier to spend our money on altar flowers and 
shiny chalices and fragrant candles. 

L: Better to huddle close together in our beautiful houses 
of worship, closing the door to the scary outside 
world. 

C: Better to ignore what God is calling us to do. 

L: But God will not be silenced. 

C: God’s message is clear as a bell, and likely what 
we don’t want to hear. 

L: God says: Your rituals and your sacrifices mean 
nothing to me. 

C: Nothing, 

L: Without doing whatever you can to right wrongs in 
this world. 

C: I do not need your hymn books and your pulpits 

L: If you are not singing out against evil, if you are not 
preaching against unfairness and hatred. 

C: For if you can’t do that, won’t do that, 

L: What is the point of your worship? 

C: There is no point. 

L: If there is hunger, let us feed the hungry. 

C: Where there is homelessness, let us welcome 
these little ones home. 

L: God says: Do not retreat into your churches, spouting 
pretty words. 

C: Do not think that cowering in fear, or simply 
giving up on the world is my will for you. 

L: It is not my will for you. 

C: The prophet Amos said, “Let justice roll like 
waters, 

L: And righteousness like streams.” 

C: Like mighty, rushing waters should our mercy 
and compassion and action be. 

L: Water for a parched world dying for a cooling drink. 

C: So yes, let us worship the Lord. 

L: And yes, let us care for each other as well. 

C: Daring to upset the status quo, the regular order 
of things, 

L: Daring to take our faith outside the church walls, 

C: Daring to walk right in to this sad and messy 
world 

L: With a message of God’s love and hope. 

C: A message made visible with the things we do, 
not the things we say. 

L: May our worship strengthen us for the task at hand. 

C: Knowing that our God is on our side as we work 
for justice and peace. 
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Creative Expression 

Skit 
Characters: Person 1, Person 2 

Props: None 

 

Person 1: I think this is the best company party we’ve ever 
had. 

Person 2: Is it? 

Person 1: Look around! Those centerpieces? Antique 
vases filled with exotic tropical flowers—it’s amazing! 

Person 2: They’re beautiful alright. 

Person 1: And the music! I can’t believe Pasquale got the 
house band from Chez Trend to be here. They’re usually 
booked out for years. 

Person 2: They are a favorite of mine. 

Person 1: Never mind the food. This caterer is incredible. 
Have you tried the crab cakes? 

Person 2: Haven’t yet. But they smell fantastic; I’m sure 
they’re delicious. 

Person 1: Everyone is having such a good time. The whole 
thing just strikes the perfect note between solemn 
recognition for you, our guest of honor, and upbeat 
celebration of your long career here. 

Person 2: One might think this retirement party was 
perfect. 

Person 1: (frowning) One might? But not you? It is your 
party after all. Aren’t you enjoying it? 

Person 2: No. 

Person 1: What? Why not? We’ve done everything right. 
This party is exquisite. 

Person 2: Oh, sure. It looks, smells, and sounds fantastic. 
But you forgot something important. 

Person 1: (mortified) Oh no! What did we forget? 

Person 2: You forgot to listen to me about what I wanted. 

Person 1: We…what? 

Person 2: I never wanted a big party. This whole company 
is built on the principle of serving others. Of making sure 
everything we do moves us toward a more just society, a 
more open and supportive community. 

Person 1: I don’t see how this party goes against that… 

Person 2: Those tropical flowers? I checked. They’re from 
a critical habitat in Costa Rica and shouldn’t have been 
cultivated. The band? Chez Trend is pretty well known for 
exploiting its artists, including their house band—I doubt 
they’re being paid what they’re worth tonight. The crab 
cakes? Made from irresponsibly-farmed crabs—this caterer 
is notorious for stuff like that. 

Person 1: But…but I…We were just trying to show you 
how much we appreciate you… 

Person 2: By disregarding everything I stand for. I’d say 
you missed the mark. 

Person 1: Wow. I don’t know what to say. 

Person 2: Stick to the tenets of the company. And say that 
you’ll never set aside justice for a good show again. Now 
I’m going home. Please see to it that the band gets an 
extremely large bonus before they go. 

Person 1: Of course. I…Good night. 

Person 2: Good night. (exits) 
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Kids’ Storytime 

Main Message 

God loves justice and fairness. 

 

Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
 

Setting the Scene/Background 
Find something in the sanctuary you could show off. Talk 
about how fancy it is. For example, “this piano is one of 
the best pianos money can buy. It is made of the finest 
wood and was very, very, very expensive. Only the finest 
pianists play pianos like this…” Use a second example; 
demonstrate how elite or perfect it is: “Just look at this pile 
of money I have. No one has ever had a pile of money like 
this! I can buy so many things for the church with all this 
money….” Do you think God is impressed with any of 
this stuff? Do we need to have the best piano in the world 
to sing songs to praise God? Do we need the most 
amazing piles of money to serve God? No.  

 

Telling the Story 
Tell the story using the KidStuff bulletin. 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity 
In the Bible reading from Amos, God talks about what 
God wants: justice and fairness. What do justice and 
fairness look like? When do fancy things get in the way of 
that? Discuss with the kids ways we can bring more justice 
and fairness into our community and into the world. 

 

Reflection Questions 

• What are ways we can work for justice in our 
world and our community? 

• Do we need certain material things to serve God 
better or love God more? 

 

Stuff to Consider 
Some kids may have experienced inequitable shares of 
unfairness. Be sensitive and respectful of their experiences 
as you talk together. Do not diminish their experiences; 
instead, talk about how God desires for our world to strive 
for better. 

 

Next Week’s Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• White board 
• Name tags 
• Markers 
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Scripture Readings 

Text: Isaiah 9:1-7 
But there will be no gloom for those who were in 
anguish. In the former time he brought into contempt 

the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the 
latter time he will make glorious the way of the sea, the 
land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 2The 
people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness— on them 
light has shined. 3You have multiplied the nation, you have 
increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the 
harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. 4For the 
yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, 
the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day 
of Midian. 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors and 
all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for 
the fire. 6For a child has been born for us, a son given to 
us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace. 7His authority shall grow continually, and 
there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and 
his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice 
and with righteousness from this time onward and 
forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

 

Secondary Text: John 8:12 
12Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the 
world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness 
but will have the light of life.” 

 

Pronunciation Guide 
Zebulun: ZEH-byoo-luhn 
Naphtali: NAF-tuh-lai 
Midian: MIH-dih-uhn 
 

Dramatic Reading of the Text 
Readers: Narrator 1, Narrator 2 

Narrator 1: But there will be no gloom for those who 
were in anguish. In the former time he brought into 
contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, 
but in the latter time he will make glorious the way of the 
sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations.  

Narrator 2: The people who walked in darkness have seen 
a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
on them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, 
you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with 
joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. 
For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their 
shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as 
on the day of Midian. For all the boots of the tramping 
warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be 
burned as fuel for the fire.  

Narrator 1: For a child has been born for us, a son given 
to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and 
there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and 
his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice 
and with righteousness from this time onward and 
forevermore.  

Narrator 2: The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 
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Theme and Liturgy 

Preaching Theme 

Main Idea: While we wait for God’s promise of peace 
and light, we also work to make peace and light happen. 

Has there ever been a time in human history when there 
was world peace? It’s an incredibly complex question and 
the short answer is no. Since the history of civilization, it 
seems there has always been conflict in the world… 
somewhere. The United States has been at war 93% of its 
239-year history. Canada has been at war over half of its 
150 years. Nearly every country in the world is now or has 
at one time been at war. 

It makes me wonder what happened to the promise: “For 
all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments 
rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire” (v. 5). If 
we are to understand Isaiah as a prophecy fulfilled with the 
coming of Jesus, then why hasn’t the rest of the prophecy 
come to pass? Much like the early Christians who 
wondered when the temple was torn down in 70 AD if the 
promise of Christ’s return was ever going to be fulfilled, 
we too might wonder: where is this peace on earth? 

The reality is we are living in a tension where both the 
broken world and the new creation exist, side by side. On 
the one hand, the world is still flawed, messy, imperfect. 
On the other hand, the world is also a new creation—
made new by the birth, death, and resurrection of Christ.  

The gift of Christ’s coming was not a world perfected and 
handed over to humanity to revel in. Christ’s coming 
ushered in the beginning of a creation where human 
beings are co-creators of the promised kingdom. Every 
time we feed the hungry or clothe the naked we bring light 
to a darkened world. Every time we fight for justice we lift 
the burden of the “bar across their shoulders.” Every time 
we choose peace and love over war and conflict, we burn 
“garments rolled in blood.” God did God’s part to usher 
in the new creation. It is up to us to do our part to bring 
God’s kingdom to earth. 

As we prepare for Advent, a time of waiting and 
preparation for the celebration of the birth of the Christ 
child, we remember that we are also waiting and preparing 
for the final days when God’s reign will be fully realized. 

Scripture Summary 

Isaiah’s glowing prophecy may sound like an impossible 
fantasy for a people under so many years of oppression. 
But no matter how long the wait, God never breaks a 
promise. 

 

Call to Worship 
L: The people who walked in darkness…  

C: Have seen a great light;  

L: Those who lived in a land of deep darkness—  

C: On them light has shined. 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

L: We confess our sins before God and one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

L: Faithful God, 

C: Your promises have never wavered, and yet we are 
not always willing to believe them. We descend 
into our own despair, unable to see past our 
immediate concerns. We drag others down with 
us and live to complain and commiserate. We 
ignore the miracles right in front us. Forgive us 
for living such small lives, O Lord, and restore in us 
the wonder of what it is to be your people. Amen. 

L: God is faithful; God is merciful; God does not hold 
our sins against us! For this we give you thanks, O 
Lord. Receive the assurance of your deliverance by the 
One who promised from of old to set us free, and 
who seeks and finds us to this very day. Alleluia! 
Amen. 
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Liturgy 

Prayer of the Day 

L: O God of all ages,  

C: You have never forgotten us. Renew in us your 
vision of your people restored, and fire us up to 
bring about your will on earth. In Jesus’ name we 
pray. Amen. 

 

Offertory Prayer 
We offer up these gifts, O Lord, in hopes for a world that 
needs your justice and faithful workers on behalf of it. Do 
not let us despair when we cannot always see the fruits of 
our labors. Assure us that what we offer in your name is 
never in vain. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the Church 

L: We pray for the church, the world, and all those in 
need. 

A brief silence. 

L: Isaiah’s vision still sounds as far away to us as it must 
have for his listeners. Forgive us when we despair, and 
plant within us renewed passion for the work of your 
Spirit. Zealous God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: For all those around the world who walk in darkness 
daily—for victims of war, violence, abuse and 
abduction, displaced refugees, the unjustly imprisoned, 
and all who are tempted to despair, we pray, O Lord. 
Find a way to reach them with the light of hope, in 
whatever way, through whatever means possible, and 
use us as ambassadors for equality, freedom, and 
justice. Zealous God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: We give you thanks for all those who dedicate their 
lives in service to others, to the relief of suffering and 
the implementation of justice. Strengthen their 
witness, uphold them, and give them rest when 
needed. Zealous God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Be with those who bear daily burdens, be it mental or 
physical illness, fear of homelessness or hunger, or 
other challenges which test their resilience. Surround 
them with your presence and guide them to the help 
they need. We especially lift up... Zealous God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Whoever follows you, O Lord, will never walk in 
darkness. Shine your eternal light upon all your faithful 
servants, still living or alive in your resurrection, and 
surround them evermore with your blessing. Zealous 
God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

Here other petitions may be offered. 

L: Into your gracious hands we place all our prayers, on 
behalf of a world seeking your grace. Through Jesus 
Christ we pray. Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Invitation 

We rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, trusting in 
your provision for all that we need as your faithful people. 
Come now and partake in the feast of the Lamb, where all 
are invited to have their hunger satisfied and hope 
restored. 
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Liturgy 

Litany 

L: What does it mean, the incarnation? 

C: A fancy word for becoming alive, becoming 
human. 

L: But what does it mean, the incarnation of God in 
Jesus? 

C: It is so hard to understand sometimes. 

L: We believe Jesus came to earth for us. Sometimes. 

C: Sometimes the whole thing is so hard to believe. 

L: But on our good days our faith is strong. 

C: With faith, with believing, comes responsibility. 

L: Just as the Lord’s road on earth was hard, so hard, 

C: We will travel through dark times of doubt and 
anger and hopelessness. 

L: Even in our bleakest times, though, Jesus is there in 
the midst of our sorrow. 

C: And Jesus calls us to come out of ourselves and be 
a new creation. A new incarnation.  

L: Jesus calls us to come alive, to be fully human, 

C: To engage our broken world, boldly and 
compassionately. 

L: And this is our responsibility. 

C: When we truly believe in Jesus, truly have faith, 

L: Then we must truly act on our faith.  

C: More than lip service. Service. Period. 

L: And when we do this for each other, God smiles. 

C: This is the way the world, God’s world, should be. 

L: The way God’s world, with God’s blessing and our 
help, can be. 

C: For unto us a child is born. 

L: Unto us. All of us. 

C: Made flesh and blood, for us. 

L: May Jesus be born again, and again, and again, in every 
heart. 

C: May hope and joy and love prevail in this world 

L: Because of the gift from the next world. 

C: Let us pull the strings, the ribbons, on our 
package, and open it. 

L: Let us give thanks for the gift of Jesus, alive in us. 

C: Today and every day. Amen. 
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Creative Expression 

Spoken Word 

Props: 2 poster boards with: 1) a peace symbol on one 
side, and a peace symbol with line through it on the other 
side, 2) the words “No God, No Peace” on one side, and 
the words “Know God, Know Peace” on the other side 

 

Peace. What a concept! How clearly we can envision it, but 
how elusive it is! What do we think of, when we think of 
peace?  

(hold up poster with peace sign) 

It’s more than just the absence of conflict, the end of wars. 
Peace is not about sitting around singing Kumbaya and 
hugging everybody. Peace takes work. Hard work. After 
the soldiers have gone home and the fighting stops, the 
real work begins. How do we even begin to see others in a 
different light? How do we end the hatred always just 
bubbling beneath the surface of humanity? 

(turn poster around to other side) 

We can keep the hatred at bay for a while. We can play 
nice with each other and pretend we get along for weeks, 
even years. But it’s always there, the discord. Like a big 
ugly flammable object that it doesn’t take much to ignite. 
The wrong words. Subtle oppression. And suddenly, there 
we go again. And the words are cutting. The words are 
scarring. The oppression is not so subtle anymore. The 
gloves are off and we are engaged once more in battle. 

(hold up “No God, No Peace” sign) 

This is a catchy bumper sticker slogan. “No God, no 
peace.” The implication is that there can be no peace in a 
godless society. And of course, this is the flip side (turn sign 
over) “Know God, Know Peace.” The implication is that 
believing in God is the answer.  

But here’s the problem. (flip poster back to side one) There is 
no place that God isn’t. God is everywhere, at all times. 
And that includes among the people who don’t believe. It’s 

not true to say there is “No God” in any place, or among 
any people of this world. We may not recognize God, but 
that has no effect on God’s being or not being in a certain 
place, or among certain people. 

And let’s look at “Know God, Know Peace.” (flip poster) 
Who can really say they ‘know” God? Is this a way of 
saying that if you believe in God, and live a “godly” life, 
you will know peace? (put poster down) 

Here’s the problem with that. Many people on this earth 
are in pain, are struggling, feel lost. Even if they DO 
believe. Even if they do live good lives. Faith is not a cure-
all for the ills of life, much as we would like it to be. And 
to call each other out for not being at peace, for not 
having enough faith, is worse than unhelpful. 

So where do we go from here? 

Maybe we suspend our rush to judgment. Maybe we admit 
that we none of us truly “know” God. Maybe we accept 
that pain and suffering are not punishments but part of 
living. And then, maybe, we get to work. We roll up our 
sleeves right beside God and do the hard, hard work of 
peacemaking.  

And maybe someday, when we all are fed and clothed and 
housed, when we all take the time to understand and love 
our fellow human beings, maybe then there will be peace. 
Real peace. Lasting peace.  

(hold up peace sign) 

It’s much more than a slogan or a symbol. It’s a whole new 
way of living, and it isn’t maintained without effort. 
Fortunately, we have a God who is working for peace just 
as hard as we are. A God who supports us and loves us, 
whether we believe in God or not.  

Let there be peace on earth someday, because we worked 
tirelessly to bring that peace into being. With God right 
beside us. Always. 
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Kids’ Storytime 

Main Message 

God has many names. 

 

Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• White board 
• Name tags 
• Markers 
 

Setting the Scene/Background 
Have a big piece of paper or a whiteboard up front and 
enlist everyone’s help – kids and adults – as you 
brainstorm for 30 seconds on different names for God. 
What are different names for God throughout the Bible? 
Emmanuel, the Light, the Lamb – the list could go on and 
on. All these names say something different about God, 
and yet they all describe God, don’t they?  

 

Telling the Story 
Tell the story using the KidStuff bulletin. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity 
Discuss how in the Bible reading from Isaiah, the prophet 
said we will know God by different names, and that God, 
by any name, will lead us forever and ever. None of these 
names are better than others, but they all teach us different 
things about God. Give the kids name tags. Have adult 
helpers write their names and nicknames on them. How 
did they get those nicknames? Do those names have any 
certain meanings? Those nicknames don’t change who 
they are, but they tell something about each person. 

 

Reflection Questions 

• Do you have a nickname? 
• How did you get it? 

 

Stuff to Consider 
During this conversation, kids may indicate they are called 
mean names by bullies. Help them distinguish between 
nicknames, which are loving and descriptive, from mean 
names, which do not define them. Help them understand 
they have the power to reject the names they are given, 
and claim the ones they adore. 

 

Next Week’s Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• Items that tell time 
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Planning Worksheet 

Preaching Themes 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Setting 

 

 

 

Hymns 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Choral Music/Special Music 

 

 

 

Kids’ Storytime Ideas 
 

 

 

 

 

Skit or Creative Ideas 

 

 

 

 

 

Props for Kids’ Storytime or Skit 
 

 

 

Special Events (Baptism, New Members) 
 

 

 

 

 

Guest Speakers/Announcements 
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Scripture Readings 

Text: Jeremiah 29:1, 4-14 
These are the words of the letter that the prophet 
Jeremiah sent from Jerusalem to the remaining 

elders among the exiles, and to the priests, the prophets, 
and all the people, whom Nebuchadnezzar had taken into 
exile from Jerusalem to Babylon.  
4Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the 
exiles whom I have sent into exile from Jerusalem to 
Babylon: 5Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and 
eat what they produce. 6Take wives and have sons and 
daughters; take wives for your sons, and give your 
daughters in marriage, that they may bear sons and 
daughters; multiply there, and do not decrease. 7But seek 
the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and 
pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare you will 
find your welfare. 
8For thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: Do not 
let the prophets and the diviners who are among you 
deceive you, and do not listen to the dreams that they 
dream, 9for it is a lie that they are prophesying to you in 
my name; I did not send them, says the Lord. 10For thus 
says the Lord: Only when Babylon’s seventy years are 
completed will I visit you, and I will fulfill to you my 
promise and bring you back to this place. 11For surely I 
know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for 
your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with 
hope. 12Then when you call upon me and come and pray 
to me, I will hear you. 13When you search for me, you will 
find me; if you seek me with all your heart, 14I will let you 
find me, says the Lord, and I will restore your fortunes and 
gather you from all the nations and all the places where I 
have driven you, says the Lord, and I will bring you back 
to the place from which I sent you into exile. 
 

Secondary Text: John 14:27 
27Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not 
give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be 
troubled, and do not let them be afraid. 
 

Pronunciation Guide 
Nebuchadnezzar: neh-byoo-kuhd-NEHZ-er 

Dramatic Reading of the Text 
Readers: Narrator, Lord,  
Narrator: These are the words of the letter that the 
prophet Jeremiah sent from Jerusalem to the remaining 
elders among the exiles, and to the priests, the prophets, 
and all the people, whom Nebuchadnezzar had taken into 
exile from Jerusalem to Babylon. Thus says the Lord of 
hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I have sent 
into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon:  
Lord: Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat 
what they produce. Take wives and have sons and 
daughters; take wives for your sons, and give your 
daughters in marriage, that they may bear sons and 
daughters; multiply there, and do not decrease. But seek 
the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and 
pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare you will 
find your welfare. 
Narrator: For thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of 
Israel:  
Lord: Do not let the prophets and the diviners who are 
among you deceive you, and do not listen to the dreams 
that they dream, for it is a lie that they are prophesying to 
you in my name; I did not send them,  
Narrator: Says the Lord. For thus says the Lord:  
Lord: Only when Babylon’s seventy years are completed 
will I visit you, and I will fulfill to you my promise and 
bring you back to this place. For surely I know the plans I 
have for you,  
Narrator: Says the Lord,  
Lord: Plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you 
a future with hope. Then when you call upon me and 
come and pray to me, I will hear you. When you search for 
me, you will find me; if you seek me with all your heart, I 
will let you find me,  
Narrator: Says the Lord,  
Lord: And I will restore your fortunes and gather you 
from all the nations and all the places where I have driven 
you,  
Narrator: Says the Lord,  
Lord: And I will bring you back to the place from which I 
sent you into exile. 
  

29 
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Theme and Liturgy 

Preaching Theme 

Main Idea: Even in the midst of exile or suffering, 
God promises hope. 

When the people of Israel were exiled to Babylon, they 
had no idea how long they would be in exile, or even if 
their exile would ever end. Everything they knew was 
turned inside out—their homes, their families, even their 
worship. Jeremiah came with a word of hope for a 
hopeless people.  

Even as they offered hope, Jeremiah’s words were 
probably difficult to hear. Through Jeremiah, God told the 
people to hunker down, to prepare for a long winter. Settle 
into the land, God told them, for they would be there for a 
while. Have families; encourage your kin to have families. 
Live off the land in which you are exiled. However, first 
and foremost, remember God. 

One of the few things that makes suffering more tolerable 
is knowing that suffering will one day end – knowing 
there’s a light at the end of the tunnel. An illness has a 
cure. Financial stress has the possibility of relief through 
work or other assistance. But suffering with no end date 
can be daunting. For the Israelites in exile, the thought of 
decades of settling into a foreign land was probably 
daunting. Nobody wants to be told their suffering might 
be indefinite.  

But even in the midst of an undefined term of suffering, 
God promises hope – a restoration of all that the people 
have lost. For us too, there is hope. It is a hope that 
suffering will not have the final say. Sin and death will not 
prevail. God is with us, even when we must hunker down 
for a long winter. In the midst of exile, the people tended 
the land, raised families, and continued to know God. In 
our exile, we too, can be upheld by the love of family 
(biological or otherwise), we can continue to move 
forward however slowly. We can continue to worship 
God. Life goes on, even when it seems like it does not. 

 

 

Scripture Summary 

Jeremiah has the difficult task of trying to comfort a nation 
brought low by exile. God still means to bless them—but 
they must be patient. 

 

Call to Worship 
L: I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord. 

C: Do not let your hearts be troubled. 

L: Plans for your welfare and not for harm. 

C: Do not let your hearts be troubled. 

L: To give you a future with hope. 

C: Do not let your hearts be troubled. 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

L: We confess our sins before God and one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

L: Faithful God, 

C: Your promises have never wavered, and yet we are 
not always willing to believe them. We descend 
into our own despair, unable to see past our 
immediate concerns. We drag others down with 
us and live to complain and commiserate. We 
ignore the miracles right in front us. Forgive us 
for living such small lives, O Lord, and restore in us 
the wonder of what it is to be your people. Amen. 

L: God is faithful; God is merciful; God does not hold 
our sins against us! For this we give you thanks, O 
Lord. Receive the assurance of your deliverance by the 
One who promised from of old to set us free, and 
who seeks and finds us to this very day. Alleluia! 
Amen. 

  



 November 28, 2021 
Jeremiah’s Letter to Exiles (First Sunday of Advent), Jeremiah 29:1, 4-14  

Narrative Lectionary Program 1 2021-22 Worship Resources Copyright © 2021 Clergy Stuff Page 105 of 168 

Narrative Lectionary 
Program 1 2021-22 

 

Liturgy 

Prayer of the Day 

L: Holy Lord,  

C: In the darkest of times, your promises remain. 
Give us hope when we are tempted to despair, 
and keep the reminders of your mercy ever before 
us. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

Offertory Prayer 
We bring before you our offerings of thankfulness, not 
because we always feel like it, but because you are faithful 
in all things and at all times. Restore to us the joy that 
comes with generosity, and from knowing that out of our 
plenty you provide for those who are in need. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the Church 

L: We pray for the church, the world, and all those in 
need. 

A brief silence. 

L: We do not always like what we are being asked to do, 
O Lord. Life is one way and we would like it to be 
another. We’re not in the right place, doing the right 
thing at the time we would prefer. Show us, Lord, that 
where we are now is exactly where you need us to be, 
and assure us of the blessings which you have 
promised. Comforting God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: You give us a peace which the world cannot, O Lord. 
Discourage us from seeking after temporary 
assurances or flimsy hopes. Instill generosity within us 
during a season that can often become a frantic 
scramble to take care of our own concerns. Open us 
to the unfolding mystery of your presence among us. 
Comforting God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: We give you thanks for a time to pause in gratitude for 
all the blessings of our lives. We thank you for family, 
for food and shelter, for friends and neighbors and 
our church community. Bless all those who find 
themselves alone on holidays, whether by choice or 
otherwise, and make of us one great human family. 
Comforting God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: There is more suffering in the world than we can 
sometimes comprehend, and yet you hold us all in the 
palm of your hand. Pour out your healing spirit on all 
who cry to you. Send a special blessing this day to... 
Comforting God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Like saints before us who waited on the fulfillment of 
your word, we find our peace in your faithfulness to all 
generations. Uphold us with your promises still, and 
assure us of our place among the heavenly throngs 
who adore you eternally. Comforting God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

Here other petitions may be offered. 

L: We have asked, and you have heard. Surround all 
those for whom we pray with your mercy, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Invitation 

I will restore your fortunes and gather you from all the 
nations, says the Lord. Come now to the celebration feast 
for which you need make no preparation, nor worry if you 
are welcome. Gather at the table where all is made new, 
and the promises of Christ are tangible.  
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Liturgy 

Advent Candle Litany: Hope Candle 
Throughout the Advent season, use this litany with one, two, or 
multiple readers, or a call and response with the congregation. 

Reader One: Just as Jeremiah spoke to a nation in despair, 
we see a world suffering, and struggle with our own 
challenges, wondering ‘How long, O Lord?’  

Reader Two: But Jeremiah speaks a word of hope, 
proclaiming God’s promise of restoration, even if we must 
wait patiently for it. 

Reader One: (light candle 1) We light this candle as a sign 
of that expectant hope. 

Reader Two: A flame of anticipation that points to God’s 
mighty deeds in a dark world desperate for God’s radiant 
love. 

 

Litany 

L: For surely, I know the plans I have for you 

C: Says the Lord. 

L: Plans for your welfare and not for harm,  

C: To give you a future with hope. 

L: What’s the old saying? “The best laid plans…” 

C: And it’s true. We make plan after plan for our 
lives. 

L: We try to think of every contingency. 

C: We are confident that our plans will succeed. 

L: And they do succeed. 

C: Except when they don’t. 

L: Because there are always contingencies we can’t know, 

C: And there is plain old bad luck too. 

L: No wonder some people give up planning altogether. 

C: And resign themselves to their fates. 

L: But that’s no way to live. 

C: As much as we can, we need to take responsibility 
for our lives. We need to make plans, even 
knowing some will fail. 

L: And always remembering that someone else has plans 
for us too. 

C: Plans for good and not for bad. 

L: To give us a future with hope. 

C: God is that someone.  

L: That divine planner, 

C: Who knows what every day will bring, because 
God is already there. 

L: And though we may feel exiled from our homeland, 

C: And alone, and afraid, and discouraged, 

L: God knows our suffering has an endpoint ahead. 

C: And God knows our true homeland is with God. 

L: Wherever else we roam is just temporary, 

C: Because God’s ultimate plan for us is eternal life 
in paradise. 

L: May we face our unknown future with hope. 

C: And let us go on planning, the best we can, 

All: Until our plans, and God’s plans, are the same 
plan. Peace and joy and happiness forever. 
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Creative Expression 

Skit 
Characters: Parent, Kid 1, Kid 2 

Props: None 

 

Kid 1: I miss home. I really hate it here. 

Kid 2: I miss my friends. I bet they’re all at the coffee shop 
right now. Without me. 

Parent: Look, I know it’s not ideal that we had to move 
here for my job. But it’s what had to happen. 

Kid 1: I get it. But I still hate it. I just want to go home. 

Kid 2: Me too. How long do we have to be here again? 

Parent: I’m not 100% sure. It could be a year. It could be 
five. 

Kid 1: Five years? I’ll be in college by then! Ugh. 

Kid 2: My friends won’t even remember me by then. 

Parent: Here’s the thing. I am going to make you a 
promise right here and now. 

Kid 1: We’re listening. 

Parent: We will go back. As soon as it’s possible. I will do 
everything I can to make that happen. But I need 
something from you in the mean time. 

Kid 2: (sullen) What. 

Parent: Get out of the house. 

Kid 2: What? 

Parent: I mean it. Go outside. Explore the neighborhood. 
Find a new coffee shop to hang out in. Meet new people. 
Make new friends. 

Kid 1: But my old friends… 

Parent: They’re still there. Back home. But you’re here. 
You can’t just hide out in the house for the next few years. 

Kid 1: I guess. I did see a café a few blocks over. Maybe 
they have good lattes. 

Kid 2: Coffee’s gross. I want to see if they make root beer 
floats. 

Kid 1: Eww. 

Parent: I also noticed in your school welcome packet that 
there’s a group of kids who volunteer down at the local 
humane society. 

Kid 2: Oh! Like my friends back home! I am so gonna go 
take care of cats. 

Parent: See? You can contribute to the local community 
right here. 

Kid 1: Was there anything in there about cosplay?  

Parent: I don’t know. I just glanced at it. But I’m sure if 
you look, you’ll find your people here, just like at home. 

Kid 2: I guess I’m starting to feel a little better. But it helps 
knowing we won’t be here forever. 

Kid 1: Yeah. I’m going to hold you to your promise. 

Parent: You do that. You know I always keep my 
promises. 

Kid 1: I know. 
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Kids’ Storytime 

Main Message 

Sometimes, God asks us to be patient. 

 

Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• Items that tell time 
 

Setting the Scene/Background 
Find clocks, a cellphone, an hourglass, a calendar, a picture 
of the sun – have them all lined up and ask the kids if they 
can tell you what all those things have in common. They 
are ways we tell the time, of course. Have you ever had to 
wait for something and it was really, really hard to wait? 
When was that?  

 

Telling the Story 
Tell the story using the KidStuff bulletin. 

 

Activity 
In the Bible reading for today, God is promising the 
people that someday they will be able to go home – but it 
won’t be for a while. They have to be patient. God asked 
them to trust that God was working out something good 
for them, but in the meantime, they had to find 

contentment where they were. It’s hard to do that, isn’t it? 
Being patient is really hard because we want what we want 
right away! Talk about the word “Kairos” – which is a 
Greek word that means “opportune time”. It’s different 
from “chronos,” which is how we tell time day to day. 
Kairos is about God’s time, and often we have to be 
patient as we wait for God’s timing. Say a prayer with the 
kids about being patient when we need to be patient. 

 

Reflection Questions 

• Have you ever had to wait for something and it 
was really, really hard? 

• Does anything good come from waiting? 

 

Stuff to Consider 
Children struggling with ADHD may have some important 
insight into their own struggle with being patient. What 
ways do they find difficult? How can your congregation 
accommodate them? 

 

Next Week’s Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• Animal skull or bones 
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Scripture Readings 

Text: Ezekiel 37:1-14 
The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he 
brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set 

me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 
2He led me all around them; there were very many lying in 
the valley, and they were very dry. 3He said to me, “Mortal, 
can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you 
know.” 4Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, 
and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. 
5Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause 
breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6I will lay sinews on 
you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you 
with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and 
you shall know that I am the Lord.” 7So I prophesied as I 
had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there 
was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone 
to its bone. 8I looked, and there were sinews on them, and 
flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; 
but there was no breath in them. 9Then he said to me, 
“Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the 
breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four 
winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they 
may live.” 10I prophesied as he commanded me, and the 
breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their 
feet, a vast multitude. 11Then he said to me, “Mortal, these 
bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones 
are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off 
completely.’ 12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus 
says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and 
bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will 
bring you back to the land of Israel. 13And you shall know 
that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring 
you up from your graves, O my people. 14I will put my 
spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on 
your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have 
spoken and will act,” says the Lord. 
 

Secondary Text: John 11:25-26 
25Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. 
Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 
26and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. 
Do you believe this?” 
 

Pronunciation Guide 
Prophesied: PRAH-feh-syd 

 

Dramatic Reading of the Text 
Readers: Ezekiel, Lord 
Ezekiel: The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he 
brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me down 
in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all 
around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and 
they were very dry. He said to me,  
Lord: “Mortal, can these bones live?”  
Ezekiel: I answered, “O Lord God, you know.” Then he 
said to me,  
Lord: “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry 
bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God 
to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall 
live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come 
upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, 
and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lord.”  
Ezekiel: So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and 
as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and 
the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and 
there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon 
them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath 
in them. Then he said to me,  
Lord: “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say 
to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the 
four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that 
they may live.”  
Ezekiel: I prophesied as he commanded me, and the 
breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their 
feet, a vast multitude. Then he said to me,  
Lord: “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. 
They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we 
are cut off completely.’ Therefore prophesy, and say to 
them, Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your 
graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; 
and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you 
shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, 
and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will 
put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place 
you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, 
have spoken and will act,”  
Ezekiel: Says the Lord. 
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Theme and Liturgy 

Preaching Theme 
Main Idea: When God breathes new life into us, it 
may be through healing and restoration, or it may be 
through acceptance of the things lost. 

Physical illnesses like cancer, diabetes, MS, Parkinson’s 
disease; mental illnesses like depression, anxiety, bipolar, 
schizophrenia, dementia; addiction; broken relationships; 
financial stresses—these and so many more can feel like 
death. They feel like our bodies and souls are not more 
than a pile of dry bones. Everyone has the experience of 
despair and suffering at one time or another. It’s one of 
the hardest things I’ll ever do as a parent—watch my 
children suffer, knowing there is nothing I can do about it.  

God nailed it when God showed Ezekiel a valley of dry 
bones. As a parent, God would have been grieved to watch 
the children of Israel suffer in exile. But God could, and 
did do something about it. God promised Ezekiel and the 
Israelites in a vivid vision that the children of Israel would 
one day be restored. Bones came together, then sinews, 
and then flesh, and skin, but no breath. Anyone who has 
experienced suffering knows that the ending of suffering 
can be a long, slow, painful process. It can seem as though 
there will never be any breath that can restore us to new 
life.  

But God does promise breath and God delivers the breath 
of life. For the Israelites, new life came in the form of 
restoration from exile back to their land and their culture. 
For us, new life might come in the form of healing of 
body, mind, or spirit. New life might come through 
recovery from addiction. New life might mean the 
restoration of relationships or finances. It might also mean 
an acceptance of things lost and a new way of looking at 
the past, present, and future. 

My hopes for my children when they were born were not 
surprising—good health, education, jobs, marriages, 
retirements, and long life. Before my first baby was two, 

we lost the dream of good health to T1D (diabetes). By the 
time my second child was in first grade, we lost the dream 
of a seamless education as long days of sitting still in 
classrooms for the next twelve years became a daunting 
task for an active, creative, distractible little boy. By the 
time my oldest turned nineteen we had potentially lost the 
possibility of job, marriage, retirement, and long life with a 
diagnosis of MS. (Would he be able to work? To have a 
family? To retire and do as he dreams?) 

For us, acceptance of what is lost has become our saving 
breath. And with the letting go of the “perfect” lives we 
envisioned for our kids came a tremendous freedom to 
dream about the many alternative ways our kids can live 
out their lives. Happy. Loved. At peace. As healthy as 
possible. 

And always in the hands of a loving God who continues to 
breathe God’s breath of everlasting life into us. 

 

Scripture Summary 
Yet another prophet promises God’s deliverance for the 
exiled nation of Israel. How much longer can they take it? 
Ezekiel’s vision must certainly be an illustration of a 
people desperate for life-giving breath. 

 

Call to Worship 
L: When we are dead, lifeless in sin and despair, 

C: God hears our cries for deliverance. 

L: When we are without hope, without a future, 

C: God breathes a new spirit into us. 

L: And then we know that God is the Lord. 

C: To God be the glory; we have been restored! 
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Liturgy 

Confession and Forgiveness 
L: We confess our sins before God and one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

L: Faithful God, 

C: Your promises have never wavered, and yet we are 
not always willing to believe them. We descend 
into our own despair, unable to see past our 
immediate concerns. We drag others down with 
us and live to complain and commiserate. We 
ignore the miracles right in front us. Forgive us 
for living such small lives, O Lord, and restore in us 
the wonder of what it is to be your people. Amen. 

L: God is faithful; God is merciful; God does not hold 
our sins against us! For this we give you thanks, O 
Lord. Receive the assurance of your deliverance by the 
One who promised from of old to set us free, and 
who seeks and finds us to this very day. Alleluia! 
Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

L: God of promise,  

C: You have never abandoned us. Strengthen our 
resolve and fortify our faith in the face of despair, 
that we might live to sing your praises another 
day. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.  

 

Offertory Prayer 
Out of dried up bones you can make a whole nation alive 
again. Out of lifelessness you can create vibrant 
abundance. Take our humble offerings and make of them 
an overflowing blessing from which the thirsty may drink 
and through which the downtrodden may find revival. 
Amen. 

 

 

Prayers of the Church 

L: We pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

L: Israel had so lost hope that it was as though they had 
died. Show us the places where we have become 
resigned and have given up—on our dreams, on 
others, on ourselves. Nothing is truly lost with you, O 
Lord. May bones reanimated be our reminder and our 
motivation to start again. Life-giving God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: In war zones, droughts and famines, disaster areas and 
places of mass persecution, breathe your spirit of life 
where hope has dried up. Use your people to minister 
to one another’s needs and to restore a sense of what 
is possible. Life-giving God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Bless the work of healers, caregivers, and all those 
who work tirelessly to find new treatments and cures 
for chronic diseases. Inspire them to discover what 
they never imagined could be done, and to use their 
talents for the benefit of many. Life-giving God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Those who believe in you—even though they die—
will live. This is a lofty promise, but one which you 
deliver to all who put their faith in you. Impart your 
healing to us all this day, especially... Life-giving God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: They who once were dead are now alive in you. We 
have no fear of death because we belong to you. Join 
us with the saints in never-ending praise to our loving 
and redeeming Creator. Life-giving God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

Here other petitions may be offered. 

L: Renew our strength and rekindle our zeal for your 
word and your work in this world, and make of us the 
living answers to prayer for the sake of all whom you 
love. Amen.   
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Liturgy 

Eucharistic Invitation 

You breathe life into our lifeless souls, and continue to 
feed us on your goodness. Gather your people at this holy 
meal, and revive us to live and serve a new day as your 
followers. Arise, come, and be renewed! 

 

Advent Candle Litany: Peace Candle 
Throughout the Advent season, use this litany with one, two, or 
multiple readers, or a call and response with the congregation. 

Reader One: Just as Ezekiel saw a world of violence, 
despair, injustice, and unfairness, so we too see the dry 
bones filling the valleys of this war-torn world. 

Reader Two: But God sets forth a light of peace, 
delivering flesh to bare bones, bringing workers for 
harmony and justice in places of discord and strife. 

Reader One: (light candle 1) We light first the candle of 
hope, trusting that hope for a savior remains. 

Reader Two: (light candle 2) And we light the second, 
believing that God’s Son might usher in a new order, 
where lion and lamb lie peacefully together.  

 

Litany 

L: Ezekiel’s vision reminds us 

C: That someday, all that’s left of us will be bones. 

L: That’s right. 

C: This is the vision that gives us nightmares. 

L: It is a spooky one, all right. 

C: So, let’s skip this one. 

L: We don’t get to skip this one. Because there’s more to 
the story than bones. 

C: Tell us. 

L: In Ezekiel’s vision, the Lord tells him to prophesy to 
the bones, to talk to them as if they were alive. 

C: Still spooky! 

L: Wait! Ezekiel tells the bones to put on flesh. 

C: Very, very spooky. 

L: And the skeletons come alive! Because the Lord is all 
powerful. The Lord can do anything! 

C: That’s the meaning of Ezekiel’s vision. 

L: The people of Israel got it too, and it gave them hope 
in a hopeless time. The vision reassured them that they 
would go home, that they would be restored. 

C: But it’s still spooky. 

L: The image sticks with you, though, doesn’t it? 

C: It sure does! 

L: The vision serves its purpose. Once again, we are 
reminded that our God is a God of endless power and 
possibilities. 

C: God could have just come right out and told us. 

L: And you would have believed? You would have 
remembered? 

C: Well…maybe not. 

L: You see, God’s story is told in vivid and memorable 
images so we won’t forget the message. 

C: That makes sense. 

L: There’s no need to fear old Ezekiel and his vision. Just 
hang on to the meaning, and you won’t forget about 
God’s amazing power. 

C: We will not forget.  

All: Our God can do anything! Amen! 

  



December 5, 2021 
Ezekiel: Valley of Dry Bones (Second Sunday of Advent), Ezekiel 37:1-14  

Narrative Lectionary Program 1 2021-22 Worship Resources Copyright © 2021 Clergy Stuff Page 115 of 168 

Narrative Lectionary 
Program 1 2021-22 

 

Creative Expression 

Skit 
Characters: Person 1, Person 2 

Props: None 

 

Person 1: I give up. 

Person 2: What? You can’t give up. We’re so close. 

Person 1: No we’re not. (gestures around them in a circle) Look 
around. All those sticky notes and charts on the walls, all 
those boxes of samples, all those crumpled papers and 
empty coffee cups…It’s a lifeless mass of defeat. 

Person 2: (looking around) Well, when you put it like that, 
it’s kind of depressing. 

Person 1: We’ve been waiting for so long. And working so 
hard. And it just seems like there’s nothing left. 

Person 2: Come on. You love this project. It’s a part of 
you. That’s why I knew you were the right person to work 
with me on it. 

Person 1: I know. But I feel completely dried up. Right 
along with our funding. 

Person 2: You can’t lose sight of the purpose, [Person 1]. 
You believe in this. It could really make a difference for a 
lot of people. People who feel lifeless and dried up just like 
you. 

Person 1: So what am I supposed to do about it? I don’t 
see the possibilities anymore. 

Person 2: I do. And I’m going to need your help breathing 
new life into this. 

Person 1: How? 

Person 2: Close your eyes. Just envision this with me. 

Person 1: Seriously? 

Person 2: Humor me. 

Person 1: (sighing) Fine. (closes eyes) 

Person 2: Remember Mae? 

Person 1: Vaguely. Having a hard time picturing her. 

Person 2: Seventy-five, widowed, arthritis, only son was 
killed in Afghanistan… 

Person 1: Oh yeah. That smile of hers. Rare, but 
transformative. Great, now I can just see how sad she is. 

Person 2: But you see her, right? Complete? Not just as a 
sticky note or a file or an empty coffee cup? 

Person 1: Clear as day. 

Person 2: Remember Curtis? 

Person 1: Starting to. 

Person 2: Bring him together in your mind. 

Person 1: Eighty-four, divorced, diabetic, no kids. Still 
manages to play guitar for folks in hospice. (smiles) What a 
character. 

Person 2: Remember [Person 1]? 

Person 1: (sarcastically) [Person 1]? [Person 1] who? 

Person 2: Funny. Now really look at them. What do you 
see? 

Person 1: Tired. Discouraged. Frustrated. 

Person 2: Go back further. Before that. 

Person 1: Passionate. Excited. Called. 

Person 2: So tell Mae and Curtis and yourself that this is 
possible. That I’m going to help you make this happen, 
breathe new life into the project, bring it to fruition. And 
that’s a promise. 

Person 1: (opening eyes) That was cheesy. 

Person 2: But could you see it? 

Person 1: Oddly, yes. I’m sorry to be so out of sorts. I 
know this project is your baby and you love it fiercely. So 
I’ll do my job and help make it happen. I still have a 
couple of possible funders to call. 

Person 2: That’s the spirit! 

Person 1: The spirit. Yes. Yes it is. So, in the spirit of 
bringing new life to this thing, I don’t suppose you could 
get rid of some old coffee cups? 

Person 2: Done.     



December 5, 2021 
Ezekiel: Valley of Dry Bones (Second Sunday of Advent), Ezekiel 37:1-14  

Narrative Lectionary Program 1 2021-22 Worship Resources Copyright © 2021 Clergy Stuff Page 116 of 168 

Narrative Lectionary 
Program 1 2021-22 

 

Kids’ Storytime 

Main Message 

God breathes life into us. 

 

Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• Animal skull or bones 
 

Setting the Scene/Background 
Bring an animal skull or some bones to Kids’ Storytime. Talk 
to the kids about whether the skeleton is alive. What 
would does it take for a skeleton to live (what other body 
parts does it need?) Ask them to think about that when 
they listen to the story.  

 

Telling the Story 
Tell the story using the KidStuff bulletin. 

 

 

Activity 
Discuss how Ezekiel is placed in a field of bones, bleached 
white by the sun. Then, God brings the bones to life. Why 
did God do this with Ezekiel? It was to tell him a story 
about how the Israelites felt dry and dead, but God was 
going to bring them back to life. Why do you think God 
shared this message with Ezekiel in this way? Can seeing 
something make it more real than just hearing about it?  

 

Reflection Questions 

• Have you ever felt like you needed new life? 
• How does God help us feel excited and hopeful? 

 

Next Week’s Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• Junk food  
• Healthy food 
• Two baskets 
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Scripture Readings 

Text: Isaiah 55:1-13 
Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and 
you that have no money, come, buy and eat! Come, 

buy wine and milk without money and without price. 2Why 
do you spend your money for that which is not bread, and 
your labor for that which does not satisfy? Listen carefully 
to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich 
food. 3Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you 
may live. I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my 
steadfast, sure love for David. 4See, I made him a witness 
to the peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples. 
5See, you shall call nations that you do not know, and 
nations that do not know you shall run to you, because of 
the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has 
glorified you. 
6Seek the Lord while he may be found, call upon him while 
he is near; 7let the wicked forsake their way, and the 
unrighteous their thoughts; let them return to the Lord, 
that he may have mercy on them, and to our God, for he 
will abundantly pardon. 8For my thoughts are not your 
thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord. 9For 
as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways 
higher than your ways and my thoughts than your 
thoughts. 10For as the rain and the snow come down from 
heaven, and do not return there until they have watered 
the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to 
the sower and bread to the eater, 11so shall my word be 
that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me 
empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and 
succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 12For you shall go 
out in joy, and be led back in peace; the mountains and the 
hills before you shall burst into song, and all the trees of 
the field shall clap their hands. 13Instead of the thorn shall 
come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the 
myrtle; and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial, for an 
everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 
 

Secondary Text: John 4:13-14 
13Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will 
be thirsty again, 14but those who drink of the water that I 
will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will 
give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to 
eternal life.” 

Dramatic Reading of the Text 
Monologue: 
Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you 
that have no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine 
and milk without money and without price. Why do you 
spend your money for that which is not bread, and your 
labor for that which does not satisfy? Listen carefully to 
me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich 
food. Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you 
may live. I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my 
steadfast, sure love for David. See, I made him a witness to 
the peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples. See, 
you shall call nations that you do not know, and nations 
that do not know you shall run to you, because of the Lord 
your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you. 
Seek the Lord while he may be found, call upon him while 
he is near; let the wicked forsake their way, and the 
unrighteous their thoughts; let them return to the Lord, 
that he may have mercy on them, and to our God, for he 
will abundantly pardon. For my thoughts are not your 
thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord. For as 
the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways 
higher than your ways and my thoughts than your 
thoughts. For as the rain and the snow come down from 
heaven, and do not return there until they have watered 
the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to 
the sower and bread to the eater, so shall my word be that 
goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, 
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and succeed 
in the thing for which I sent it. For you shall go out in joy, 
and be led back in peace; the mountains and the hills 
before you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the 
field shall clap their hands. Instead of the thorn shall come 
up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the 
myrtle; and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial, for an 
everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 
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Theme and Liturgy 

Preaching Theme 

Main Idea: God’s words go into the world and return 
full as they are spoken to accomplish God’s purpose. 

“Sticks and stones may break my bones, but words will 
never hurt me.” So, goes the adage. Not true. There is no 
doubt words can be incredibly hurtful. 

Some words have the power to transform the world for 
the worse. “I believe today that my conduct is in 
accordance with the will of the Almighty Creator.” ~Adolf 
Hitler.  

Some words have the power to transform the world for 
the better. “I have a dream…” ~Martin Luther King, Jr. 
“Four score, and seven years ago…” ~Abraham Lincoln. 
“Be the change you want to see in the world…” ~Ghandi.  

God’s words have the power to transform the world 
eternally. God promises milk and wine without price—a 
restoration of the people of Israel from exile. The 
promises held in God’s words were hope for a broken and 
hopeless people. God acknowledges that people may not 
have the capacity to understand God’s ways, but that 
God’s ways are good and in them there is life. 

Most importantly, God’s words are never empty. God’s 
words go out into the world, where they are nourished and 
grow; they return to God full, having accomplished God’s 
purposes.  

We are charged with a tremendous responsibility 
concerning God’s words. We cannot use God’s words or 
God’s Word to beat people down, to justify war, to prove 
a position, or to keep people in poverty. God’s words and 
God’s Word must be spoken with tenderness and love, 
with power and justice, with thought and meaning. We can 
use God’s words to change the world for the better. For 
acceptance, for justice, for tolerance, for communicating, 
for peace, for the uplifting of humanity, for love. 

 

 

 

 

Scripture Summary 

Isaiah’s eloquent prophecy rolls off the tongue like poetry. 
But more than just beautiful words, it paints a vivid 
illustration of a world restored, and good that triumphs 
over evil. 

 

Call to Worship 
L: Come to the living waters and drink your fill! 

C: To God be the glory! 

L: God’s word goes forth and will not return empty. 

C: To God be the glory! 

L: Incline your ear; listen so that you may live! 

C: To God be the glory! 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

L: We confess our sins before God and one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

L: Faithful God, 

C: Your promises have never wavered, and yet we are 
not always willing to believe them. We descend 
into our own despair, unable to see past our 
immediate concerns. We drag others down with 
us and live to complain and commiserate. We 
ignore the miracles right in front us. Forgive us 
for living such small lives, O Lord, and restore in us 
the wonder of what it is to be your people. Amen. 

L: God is faithful; God is merciful; God does not hold 
our sins against us! For this we give you thanks, O 
Lord. Receive the assurance of your deliverance by the 
One who promised from of old to set us free, and 
who seeks and finds us to this very day. Alleluia! 
Amen. 
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Liturgy 

Prayer of the Day 

L: Spoken God,  

C: Your word is life. Teach us to use it wisely and 
powerfully for the fulfilling of your will on earth. 
In the name of Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

 

Offertory Prayer 
You have given us all we need in this life, O God, and so 
much more. Riches beyond our imagining, and blessings 
beyond what we could ever use. May our gifts here offered 
be a sign of the gratitude that overflows us as your beloved 
children, and a hope for all those who turn to you for help. 
Amen. 

 

Prayers of the Church 

L: We pray for the church, the world, and all those in 
need. 

A brief silence. 

L: Your ways are indeed not our ways, dear Lord, and yet 
we so often prefer our own. Your epic vision of a 
radical deliverance for all is sometimes more than we 
can comprehend, and perhaps even more than we are 
willing to accept. Turn our hearts to you again, and 
give us your own eyes to see the world which you have 
made. Benevolent God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: As the rain and snow come down from heaven, so 
shall your word be unleashed throughout the earth, to 
accomplish all that you envision. May we neither avoid 
nor stand in the way of your powerful purposes, but 
rather be your agents of change and mouthpieces of 
proclamation of behalf of your gospel. Benevolent 
God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: We await your coming, O Lord, not only in this season 
of Advent, but also your eventual return to restore 
your creation to yourself. Inspire us to proclaim your 
promises to all who need to hear them. Benevolent 
God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: The water that you give can quench thirst for eternity. 
Give us this life-giving refreshment when we thirst for 
healing, wholeness, and restoration. Offer your cup of 
living water to all who have particular needs, and 
whom we name before you... Benevolent God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: With your witness, David, and with all the saints who 
testified to your glory and who lived and died in you, 
we also add our voices, trusting that you will empower 
us as you did them. Benevolent God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

Here other petitions may be offered. 

L: You are all-powerful, and yet you incline your ear to 
our smallest concerns. God of compassion, receive 
our prayers and bless our journey as we walk in your 
ways. Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Invitation 

The rains water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, 
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater. God has 
provided this meal which we are about to receive, Jesus 
has ordained that we celebrate and remember him through 
it, and the Holy Spirit has blessed these gifts and now 
draws us forward to receive them. Let us eat, drink, and be 
restored! 
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Liturgy 

Advent Candle Litany: Love Candle 
Throughout the Advent season, use this litany with one, two, or 
multiple readers, or a call and response with the congregation. 

Reader One: Just as the prophet Isaiah knew the parching 
thirst for a love without end, so we too thirst for waters to 
quench our yearning for a place in God’s loving family. 

Reader Two: (light candle 1) We still yearn, but yearning 
leads to hope. We light this candle as a sign that this hope 
never ends. 

Reader One: (light candle 2) And we light yet another, 
trusting that God’s peace will come. 

Reader Two: (light candle 3) But the third, the flame of 
love, points to God’s infinite compassion—the promise of 
God-with-us, the one to fill our souls with the endless life-
giving waters of love. 

 

Litany 

L: We are like little children sometimes. 

C: A lot of the time. 

L: We don’t understand what the grownups are saying, 
what they are asking us to do. 

C: We think we know better sometimes. 

L: A lot of the time. 

C: We rebel. We ignore. We stubbornly go our own 
way. 

L: Meanwhile, our grownup says, “Trust me.” 

C: “My ways are not your ways,” says our 
grownup—our God. 

L: “Nor my thoughts, your thoughts.” 

C: “Trust me, the word I speak is for good.” 

L: “Your good. The world’s good.” 

C: “Have faith in my word, and in me,” says the 
Lord. 

L: “I will not steer you wrong.” 

C: “Do not be so stubborn. Do not ignore me.” 

L: “You may not always understand.” 

C: “You really cannot ever understand completely.” 

L: “Because you do not have the mind of God.” 

C: Says the Lord. 

L: But the Lord’s word is so healing, and so very 
powerful 

C: The Lord’s word nourishes the world. The Lord’s 
word brings justice and peace. 

L: We need to get out of the way and let God do God’s 
work. 

C: We need to listen, really listen, and then trust. 

 L: In all things, God’s word works for good. 

C: Our good. The world’s good. 

L: We will always be children before God. 

C: We can never be God ourselves, even though we 
may try. 

L: Let us rest in God’s promises. 

C: Let us rejoice that our God is great. 

L: Greater than we could ever imagine. 

C: God’s word can save the world. 

L: In fact, Jesus, God’s Word, did. 

C: This is the word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God! 
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Creative Expression 

Skit 
Characters: Kids 1-8 

Props: None 

Scene: Kids 1-8 stand hand in hand in a long line across 
the front. They’ll play a game of “telephone” except their 
lines will be spoken out loud and they’ll pretend not to 
hear one another. 

 

Kid 1: Let’s play a game of “telephone.” I’ll whisper 
something in [Kid 2]’s ear, and they’ll pass it on to the next 
person and so on down the line. Then when it gets it to 
[Kid 8], they’ll come over to me and tell me what they 
think I said originally. 

Kid 2: Sounds like fun! What’s the word? 

Kid 1: (to Kid 2) God loves you. 

Kid 2: Got it. (turns to Kid 3) God loves you so much! 

Kid 3: Got it. (turns to Kid 4) God loves you so much that 
you can’t keep it to yourself! 

Kid 4: Got it. (turns to Kid 5) You can’t keep God’s love to 
yourself, so go show it! 

Kid 5: Got it. (turns to Kid 6) Go show God’s love to the 
world by serving others! 

Kid 6: Got it. (turns to Kid 7) Let’s go show God’s love to 
the world by serving others! 

Kid 7: Okay! I think [Kid 8] could really use it right about 
now. 

Kid 6: Really? 

Kid 7: Yeah. They’ve been having a really hard time lately.  

Kid 6: Let’s go. 

(Kids 6 and 7 drop hands and stand by Kid 8) 

Kid 7: Hey. I just want you to know that I heard 
something amazing today. 

Kid 8: (sadly) What’s that? 

Kid 7: God loves you so much and you can’t keep that 
love for yourself. You’ve gotta go out and show it to the 
whole world! 

Kid 6: Wait. Was that the message? 

Kid 7: Close enough. 

Kid 8: I don’t know. I’ve been having such a hard time 
lately. It’s hard to believe anyone loves me. 

Kid 6: Well, we love you. And we know God loves you. 

Kid 7: You know what might help you feel better? 

Kid 8: What? 

Kid 7: If you went out and showed God’s love to other 
people. It will remind you just how much you are loved. 

Kid 6: Yeah! Why don’t we go over to that retirement 
community and read to some folks. Or there are other 
things we can sign up for there to help out. 

Kid 8: Actually, that sounds great. I’ll meet you there. But 
I have something to do first. 

Kid 7: Okay. See you there! 

(Kids 6 and 7 exit, Kid 8 walks across the front to Kid 1) 

Kid 1: Did you get the message I started? 

Kid 8: Yep. 

Kid 1: So what was it? 

Kid 8: That God loves us so much we should go out and 
share that love with others, and when we do, we’re 
reminded of just how much God loves us. 

Kid 1: Wow. That’s amazing. 

Kid 8: What? Was it wrong? 

Kid 1: Oh, no. It was better than right. My simple word 
went out and grew into something even more amazing 
than I had thought. It certainly didn’t come back empty! 

Kid 8: Cool. I’m gonna go show some of God’s love to 
other people now. (turns to all the other kids) Wanna come? 

All: Yeah! Let’s go! 

(All exit)  
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Kids’ Storytime 

Main Message 

God’s word is nourishing to our spirits and minds. 

 

Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• Junk food  
• Healthy food 
• Two baskets 
 

Setting the Scene/Background 
Fill two baskets with food. In one basket, include things 
like Twinkies, Cheetos, cotton candy, and chocolate bars. 
In the other basket, include things like fruit, vegetables, 
granola bars, and water. Which of these baskets of food 
would you call “nourishing?” Some things are fun to eat – 
they taste good but they don’t really give us strength or 
help our bodies grow in the best way. Other foods help 
our bodies to work great and feel great. We can fill our 
minds with nourishing things, too. Ask the kids to listen 
carefully to the words of the story. 

 

Telling the Story 
Tell the story using the KidStuff bulletin. 

 

 

 

 

Activity 
The prophet says “Listen to my words and you will have 
life.” Nourishing things give us life. Discuss different kinds 
of things people can say to each other. What things might 
be nourishing? What things might not be? Talk about how 
God’s word is nourishing to us. How can we feed our 
hearts and minds with God’s word? 

 

Reflection Questions 

• What are things that nourish our hearts and 
minds? 

• Can we change our “diet” of words? 

 

Stuff to Consider 
There may be people in your congregation who cannot eat 
products with wheat. Share what your congregation does 
for Holy Communion to accommodate for their needs. 
Also, children with diabetes will need to be careful with 
their blood sugar. What other treats might you provide 
which are just as “fun” but safe, too? 

 

Next Week’s Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• A cardboard box with a ¼” hole in one side and a 

½” hole in the top 
• Markers 
• A flashlight 
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Planning Worksheet 

Preaching Themes 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Setting 

 

 

 

Hymns 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Choral Music/Special Music 

 

 

 

Kids’ Storytime Ideas 
 

 

 

 

 

Skit or Creative Ideas 

 

 

 

 

 

Props for Kids’ Storytime or Skit 
 

 

 

Special Events (Baptism, New Members) 
 

 

 

 

 

Guest Speakers/Announcements 
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Scripture Readings 

Text: John 1:1-18 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the 

beginning with God. 3All things came into being through 
him, and without him not one thing came into being. What 
has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the 
light of all people. 

5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
overcome it. 6There was a man sent from God, whose 
name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the 
light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself 
was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The 
true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the 
world. 10He was in the world, and the world came into 
being through him; yet the world did not know him. 11He 
came to what was his own, and his own people did not 
accept him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in 
his name, he gave power to become children of God, 
13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or 
of the will of man, but of God. 14And the Word became 
flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the 
glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 

15(John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of 
whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me 
because he was before me.’”) 16From his fullness we have 
all received, grace upon grace. 17The law indeed was given 
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 
18No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who 
is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known. 

 

Secondary Text: Psalm 130:5-8 
5I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in his word I hope; 

6my soul waits for the Lord more than those who watch for 
the morning, more than those who watch for the morning. 

7O Israel, hope in the Lord! For with the Lord there is 
steadfast love, and with him is great power to redeem. 

8It is he who will redeem Israel from all its iniquities. 

 

Dramatic Reading of the Text 
Readers: Narrator 1, Narrator 2, 

Narrator 1: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 
beginning with God. All things came into being through 
him, and without him not one thing came into being. What 
has come into being in him was life, and the life was the 
light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness did not overcome it.  

Narrator 2: There was a man sent from God, whose name 
was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so 
that all might believe through him. He himself was not the 
light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, 
which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He 
was in the world, and the world came into being through 
him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what 
was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But 
to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave 
power to become children of God, who were born, not of 
blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but 
of God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, 
and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only 
son, full of grace and truth. 

Narrator 1: (John testified to him and cried out, “This was 
he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead 
of me because he was before me.’”)  

Narrator 2: From his fullness we have all received, grace 
upon grace. The law indeed was given through Moses; 
grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has 
ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the 
Father’s heart, who has made him known. 
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Theme and Liturgy 

Preaching Theme 

Main Idea: In the beginning, a triune God brought 
light to a dark nothingness. Christ renewed that light. 

“In the beginning…” 

“…when God created the heavens and the 
earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness 

covered the face of the deep,” 

“…was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God.” 

“…while a wind from God swept over the face of 
the waters.” 

“All things came into being through him, and 
without him not one thing came into being.” 

“Then God said, ‘Let there be light’; and there was 
light. And God saw that the light was good; and 

God separated the light from the darkness.” 

“What has come into being in him was life, and 
the life was the light of all people.” 

“God called the light Day, and the darkness he 
called Night. And there was evening and there was 

morning, the first day.” 

“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
did not overcome it.” 

John 1:1-5 Genesis 1:1-5 

In the beginning was God’s Word, and God’s first word 
was “light.” The wind (Hebrew: ruah, breath, spirit – the 
Holy Spirit, perhaps?) swept over the waters (chaos, 
formless, void, emptiness). God spoke and there was light, 
which has the power to illuminate the darkness, to make 
sense of chaos, and to create order out of disorder.  

At the time of John, the people were living in a dark world. 
They were occupied by Rome and their living conditions 
were difficult. John’s words offered the hope that there 
would be light in the midst of their darkness. If light 
marked the beginning of creation, then the light of Christ 
marked the beginning of a new creation – one in which 
humanity could truly know the triune God. 

Scripture Summary 

It all starts with a Word. Light. Promise. Savior. This is the 
one for whom we have waited. Our long-suffering hopes 
are about to be fulfilled. 

 

Call to Worship 
L: The light shines in the darkness, 

C: And the darkness has not overcome it. 

L: The Word became flesh and lived among us,  

C: And we have seen his glory. 

L: The law was given through Moses;  

C: Grace and truth come through Jesus Christ. 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

L: We confess our sins before God and one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

L: Faithful God, 

C: Your promises have never wavered, and yet we are 
not always willing to believe them. We descend 
into our own despair, unable to see past our 
immediate concerns. We drag others down with 
us and live to complain and commiserate. We 
ignore the miracles right in front us. Forgive us 
for living such small lives, O Lord, and restore in us 
the wonder of what it is to be your people. Amen. 

L: God is faithful; God is merciful; God does not hold 
our sins against us! For this we give you thanks, O 
Lord. Receive the assurance of your deliverance by the 
One who promised from of old to set us free, and 
who seeks and finds us to this very day. Alleluia! 
Amen. 
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Liturgy 

Prayer of the Day 

L: Loving parent,  

C: You have given us the immeasurable gift of the 
Word made flesh. May his light abide within us as 
we strain with anticipation toward the fulfillment 
of your promise in this holy season. In Jesus’ 
name we pray. Amen. 

 

Offertory Prayer 
As John testified to the light, so we bear witness to your 
grace through our worship, our service, and our giving. 
Accept these offerings of our hearts and lives; bless us and 
all those who receive them, for the sake of your dear son. 
Amen. 

 

Prayers of the Church 

L: We pray for the church, the world, and all those in 
need. 

A brief silence. 

L: The season of waiting is nearly over. Focus our eyes 
on you, that we might not miss the One who comes to 
show us the way of light. Count us not among those 
who neither recognize nor accept our Lord because we 
are too distracted by non-essential things, or because 
we are convinced of our own way. Creator God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: You spoke a word, and all was created. Your word 
sustained your chosen people over centuries of 
hardship and joy. And your Word became flesh and 
dwelt among us. Reawaken us to the true power and 

blessing of this Word to transform the world. Creator 
God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: It can be difficult, Lord, to pause from all our 
preparations and rest in your presence. Renew our 
spirits and prepare our hearts to receive the gift of 
your son. Creator God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: The darkness has not overcome your light, O Lord. 
Shine into the lives of those who struggle to see it, 
clouded by worries, challenges, or crises. Heal them 
with a word and put your grateful praise on their lips. 
We bring before you especially... Creator God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: With John and all who proclaimed your promised 
Messiah, we join the chorus of praise. Tune our voices 
to glorify you always with the choir immortal. Creator 
God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

Here other petitions may be offered. 

L: We give you thanks that you have heard us. Receive 
our prayers and all those for whom we pray into your 
compassionate embrace, for the sake of Jesus. Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Invitation 

From your fullness, we have all received, grace upon grace. 
Bless these gifts that we are about to share at the invitation 
of your only Son. Remind us always of his enduring love 
for us, and join us together as one holy family around this 
table. 
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Liturgy 

Advent Candle Litany: Joy Candle 

Throughout the Advent season, use this litany with one, two, or 
multiple readers, or a call and response with the congregation. 

Reader One: Just as the first believers longed for a joy to 
end the trials of sadness, so we too long for a joy to stir 
our hearts. But soon, a savior shall be given… 
Reader Two: (light candle 1) A savior to bring hope… 
Reader One: (light candle 2) A savior to deliver peace… 
Reader Two: (light candle 3) A savior filled with love 
overflowing… 
Reader One: (light candle 4) One who is light shining in the 
darkness, and the darkness did not—and cannot—
overcome it. With this light, the flame of joy, may we all 
gaze upon him in wonder. No one has seen God, but may 
we catch a glimpse of joy at the babe in the manger. 

 

Litany 

L: In the beginning… 

C: In the beginning, there was God. 

L: In the beginning, only God. 

C: And God was the Word. 

L: And from the beginning came everything. 

C: God spoke—a Word—and the universe was made. 

L: And the Word was with God. 

C: And the Word was God. 

L: And later, long after it all began, 

C: The Word became flesh. 

L: God walked among God’s creation. 

C: Just as God brought light from darkness at the 
dawn of time, 

L: So, God became light, and lit the darkness that was 
growing in the world. 

C: The darkness of pain. The darkness of sorrow. 

L: The light was beautiful and brilliant. 

C: And the darkness could not overcome it. 

L: But the darkness tried. 

C: And the darkness tries still. 

L: More pain. More sorrow. 

C: But still the light that is God’s, the light that is 
God, 

L: That beautiful, brilliant light, 

C: Will never go out. 

L: We were children, wandering in the dark at night, 

C: Trying to find our way home. 

L: Now we are children of the light, 

C: And we see the way home. 

L: Our home is with God. 

C: Our home is in God. 

L: And while we make our way, 

C: The light never leaves us. 

L: Light. God’s light. As it was in the beginning, 

C: Is now, and ever shall be, 

L: God’s Word without end. 

All: Amen. 
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Creative Expression 

Skit 
Characters: Person 1, Person 2 

Props: Chairs to simulate a living room. A book for each 
person. A cell phone with flashlight capabilities. 

Scene: Person 1 and Person 2 are sitting in the living room 
opposite one another, reading. They begin looking up and 
around as an imaginary storm is rising. 

Person 1: This storm is just getting worse and worse. 

Person 2: I know. It’s—Oh that’s just great. The power 
went out!  

Person 1: (Sarcastically) Woo hoo. 

Person 2: Where are you? I can’t see anything at all. 

Person 1: Follow my voice. Just watch out for the coffee 
table. 

Person 2: (groping their way to the couch and sitting) I don’t like 
this. It feels like I can’t even breathe. 

Person 1: That can happen when it’s this dark. 

Person 2: Metaphorically speaking, too. 

Person 1: Huh? 

Person 2: Sometimes it feels like the whole world is 
closing in on itself. I mean, just watch the news sometime. 

Person 1: Yeah. Institutional racism, global pandemic, 
economic fiasco…It’s almost impossible to see anything 
good. 

Person 2: Like some massive physical, emotional, and 
spiritual power outage. 

Person 1: Exactly.  

Person 2: So what do we do with that? Or this stupid 
literal power outage? 

Person 1: Find a light. 

Person 2: Where? 

Person 1: (Pulling out cell phone and turning on the flashlight 
feature) Here. 

Person 2: Are you kidding me? Why didn’t you do that 
sooner? 

Person 1: I forgot it was in my pocket. Just like we’re 
forgetting that there is light in the world. And as long as 
there’s light, the darkness can’t win. 

Person 2: (pointing to phone) That is a pretty tiny light. 

Person 1: But it’s lighting up the whole room, almost. 

Person 2: So that’s all it takes, then. Just a little light to 
keep back the darkness? 

Person 1: This little light is just a reminder. A reminder 
that we need to make the light bigger. 

Person 2: How? 

Person 1: Work to restore things in the world, just like I’m 
sure there will be power crews out there in no time 
working to restore power to the grid. 

Person 2: I don’t think anything I do will make a difference. 

Person 1: Not alone, no. But imagine if we had twenty 
people in here all with cell phone flashlights like this. 

Person 2: It would probably be brighter than if the actual 
lights were on. 

Person 1: So…? 

Person 2: I get it. Everyone has a little light on their own, 
but when we all combine our lights, we can light up the 
world. Okay, that’s kind of cheesy. 

Person 1: It’s still a good analogy. Think of all the 
thousands and thousands of people who have been 
protesting systemic racism all over the world. One person 
couldn’t make things change, but together…the 
possibilities are endless. 

Person 2: So I guess during Advent it’s good to remember 
the light that Jesus brought into the world. Enough light to 
completely transform everything. 

Person 1: And it’s our job to carry that light so that we can 
all see that transformation. 

Person 2: Thanks for bringing the hope. 

Person 1: You’re welcome.  
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Kids’ Storytime 

Main Message 

Jesus’ light reveals God’s love. 

 

Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• A cardboard box with a ¼” hole in one side and a 

½” hole in the top 
• Markers 
• A flashlight 
 

Advance Prep 
Inside the box opposite the ¼” hole, use markers to write 
“God Loves You.” Test to make sure that when you cover 
over the ½” hole on the top with your hand, it’s too dark 
to read the words through the ¼” hole in the side. 

 

Setting the Scene/Background 
The text from John is pretty deep—probably way over the 
heads of the littlest kiddos. But they know what it’s like 
when things are too dark to see, and John is clear that 
Jesus is the light in the darkness that never goes out, and 
shows us that God loves the world so much that God 
would choose to be with us as a human and literally go all 
the way to hell and back for us. 

 

Telling the Story 
Tell the story using the KidStuff bulletin. 

 

Activity 
Cover the ½” hole in the top of the box with your hand. 
Ask a kid (or a few kids) to look through the ¼” hole on 

the side and tell you what’s in the box. They will likely 
report that it’s too dark to see anything. Discuss how they 
feel when they can’t see, when it’s dark, etc. Do they feel 
anxious? Afraid? Talk about how sometimes we say that 
things are dark when we feel sad and hopeless. Can they 
come up with any examples? If not, share a simple story 
from your own life. Hold up the flashlight and explain 
how the love of Jesus brings light to the world. When we 
feel sad or scared, we know because of Jesus how much 
God loves us. Shine the flashlight into the box and ask the 
kids to look in again. Now what do they see? 

Close with a prayer thanking God for the lights of Jesus’ 
love. 

 

Reflection Questions 

• Are you afraid of the dark? Why or why not? 
• How is Jesus a light for you? 

 

Stuff to Consider 
When engaging in an activity designed for the kids to fail 
(they will not be able to see the words at first), be sensitive 
to kids who have not yet learned to process failure. 
Reassure them they are not dumb; they simply need the 
tools (light) to be able to accomplish the task. 

 

Christmas Eve Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• Nativity scene 

 

Next Week’s Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• Mirror  
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Scripture Readings 

Text: Luke 2:1-14 [15-20] 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor 
Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2This 

was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be 
registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in 
Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, 
because he was descended from the house and family of 
David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he 
was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they 
were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And 
she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 
bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there 
was no place for them in the inn. 

8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, 
keeping watch over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of 
the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the 
angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am 
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to 
you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 
the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you 
will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 
manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace 
among those whom he favors!” 

[15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, 
the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to 

Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which 
the Lord has made known to us.” 16So they went with 
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in 
the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what 
had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it 
were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary 
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 
20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for 
all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.] 

 

Secondary Text: Psalm 96:7-10 
7Ascribe to the Lord, O families of the peoples, ascribe to 
the Lord glory and strength. 

8Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; bring an 
offering, and come into his courts. 

9Worship the Lord in holy splendor; tremble before him, 
all the earth. 

10Say among the nations, “The Lord is king! The world is 
firmly established; it shall never be moved. He will judge 
the peoples with equity.” 

 

Pronunciation Guide 
Augustus: uh-GUHS-tuhs 
Quirinius: kwai-RIHN-ih-uhs 
  

2 
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Scripture Readings 

Dramatic Reading of the Text 
Readers: Narrator, Angel, [Shepherds] 

 

Narrator: In those days a decree went out from Emperor 
Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was 
the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be 
registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in 
Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, 
because he was descended from the house and family of 
David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he 
was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they 
were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And 
she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 
bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there 
was no place for them in the inn. In that region there were 
shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before 
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 
they were terrified. But the angel said to them,  

Angel: “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you 
good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born 
this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, 

the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.”  

Narrator: And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,  

Angel: “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace among those whom he favors!” 

[Narrator: When the angels had left them and gone into 
heaven, the shepherds said to one another,  

Shepherds: “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this 
thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made 
known to us.”  

Narrator: So they went with haste and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw 
this, they made known what had been told them about this 
child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the 
shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words 
and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and 
seen, as it had been told them.] 
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Theme and Liturgy 

Preaching Theme 

Main Idea: God’s gift was peace. 

“Peace on earth!” It is a Christmas blessing so common it 
is easy to let the words gloss over us as nothing more than 
a cheesy saying on an old Christmas card. 

But peace on earth is not cheesy and it is not wimpy. Peace 
is an incredibly difficult thing to achieve. Ironically, peace 
often cannot be achieved without conflict or war. And this 
earth is rarely, if ever, completely void of conflict.  

For the people of Israel, conflict was upon them. Rome 
occupied Jewish lands and a foreign government 
controlled God’s people. Peace would have meant 
regaining control over their own land and governing 
themselves. For the Israelites, that peace never came. The 
land has been in conflict ever since. 

For us, peace might mean freedom from war – indeed, 
many of our sisters and brothers, fathers and mothers, and 
daughters and sons are fighting overseas. The promise of 
peace might also mean freedom from more personal 
conflicts—physical ailments, mental illness, addiction, 
broken relationships, lost jobs. The turmoil that surrounds 
any of these indeed begs for peace. 

So, is the angels’ proclamation of peace for us? Can Jesus 
bring peace into a broken world (globally or locally)? For 
some, peace is already upon them. For others, they may 
still be waiting. But the promise is solid. Christ brings hope 
for the possibility of peace on this earth and the certainty 
of peace in the life to come. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scripture Summary 

Joseph and his newly betrothed, heavily pregnant wife 
make it to town just as she’s about to give birth. But, as we 
know, this is no ordinary baby. Bethlehem is about to get 
rocked. 

 

Call to Worship 
L: Ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 

C: Bring an offering into the courts of the Lord. 

L: Worship the Lord in holy splendor;  

C: Tremble before the Lord, all the earth. 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

L: We confess our sins before God and one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

L: Faithful God, 

C: Your promises have never wavered, and yet we are 
not always willing to believe them. We descend 
into our own despair, unable to see past our 
immediate concerns. We drag others down with 
us and live to complain and commiserate. We 
ignore the miracles right in front us. Forgive us 
for living such small lives, O Lord, and restore in us 
the wonder of what it is to be your people. Amen. 

L: God is faithful; God is merciful; God does not hold 
our sins against us! For this we give you thanks, O 
Lord. Receive the assurance of your deliverance by the 
One who promised from of old to set us free, and 
who seeks and finds us to this very day. Alleluia! 
Amen. 
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Liturgy 

Prayer of the Day 

L: Lord of the little ones, 

C: Your finest work came about on a quiet night in a 
small town. Instill in us the wonder of a Savior’s 
birth: how something so ordinary is the most 
extraordinary of all. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 

 

Offertory Prayer 
The gift of Jesus is a promise of peace. Take these our gifts 
and transform them for your life-giving work on earth, in 
hope for a world redeemed and a creation reconciled. 
Amen. 

 

Prayers of the Church 

L: We pray for the church, the world, and all those in 
need. 

A brief silence. 

L: On this holy night, we behold your glory made flesh in 
a tiny baby. Show us the ways in which you favor and 
lift up the meek and lowly to your mighty purposes, 
and use us also, despite our outward appearance or 
weaknesses. Precious Lord, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: On this holy night, all creation awaits the fulfillment of 
your peace on earth—a true and lasting peace which 
binds up all who have had their hearts broken by war, 
suffering, and injustice. Break into our world with your 
uncommon grace. Precious Lord, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: On this holy night, angels hushed the stunned 
herdsmen with words of assurance, telling them not to 
be afraid. So, let us lay aside our fear and disbelief at 
what you are asking us to do, and trust that your 
promises are coming to fruition through us. Precious 
Lord, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: On this holy night, a mother comforted her newborn 
child. Comfort us as a parent would, when we cry out 
in pain, want, or grief. Heal your servants and hold 
them close, especially... Precious Lord, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: On this holy night, faithful caretakers brought your 
son into the world. Add us also to the long line of 
saints who heard your word and followed, risking the 
loss of safety, comfort, and reputation. Precious Lord, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

Here other petitions may be offered. 

L: On this holy night, we let go of our hearts’ concerns 
and place them all into your loving and capable hands. 
Bless us, Lord, and keep us in your grace. Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Invitation 

To you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who 
is the Messiah, the Lord. This same Lord has invited us to 
gather at his table of love. Come, let us behold him in 
bread and wine, and share in his body and blood. 
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Liturgy 

Advent Candle Litany: Christ Candle 
(A person will light the first four candles in succession, in silence. 
Then the readers will speak.) 

Reader One: The shepherds watched their flocks in the 
field by night. 

Reader Two: Suddenly, an angel of the Lord stood before 
them, and the shepherds were terrified at the glory shining 
all around. 

Reader One: But the angel brought good news… 

Reader Two: A message of new hope, new peace, new 
love, new joy to be given… 

Reader One: (Light Christ candle) And behold, today a sign 
has been given; a Son has been given— 

Reader Two: A babe wrapped in bands of cloth, lying in a 
manger. Hope, peace, love, and joy have taken on flesh 
and live among us, forever! 

 

Litany 

L: Tonight, we sing with all the angels in heaven. 

C: Tonight, we proclaim the birth of Jesus. 

L: A tiny baby, born in a little town to insignificant 
parents. 

C: A baby born among the animals in a stable. 

L: Why do we sing? This baby’s life will be hard. 

C: This baby will grow to be a hated man, a wanted 
man. 

L: But also, a man who is greatly loved. A man who heals 
and blesses. A man who makes miracles happen. 

C: A man who is a miracle himself. 

L: Why do we sing? Are they sad songs, because this 
baby’s life will end on a cross? 

C: No, we sing joyfully because that isn’t the end of 
the baby’s story. 

L: The angels remind us about this baby’s heavenly 
home. 

C: A home that is ours now, too, because of this one 
small baby. 

L: This risen Lord.  

C: This Jesus. Our Jesus. 

L: No sad songs tonight, for the angels, or for us. 

C: We sing praises to a God who loved us so much, 

L: That God came to earth to be with us, to save us. 

C: A most unlikely birth for a Savior.  

L: A most untimely death. 

C: And yet a most glorious rising. 

L: A rising that raises us as well. 

C: Even if our lives are hard, like his, 

L: We can sing joyfully, because Jesus lives still. 

C: Jesus. Our Jesus. 

L: True God and true human being. 

C: God’s greatest gift of love, given to us this night. 

All: Hallelujah! 

 
 

Creative Expression 

Gift Giving 

Remind congregation members of how Jesus was God’s 
ultimate gift to us by giving a simple gift to everyone, such 
as a hand-made ornament or bookmark. 
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Kids’ Storytime 

Main Message 

Christmas is about Jesus. 

 

Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• Nativity scene 
 

Setting the Scene/Background 
Hide the different pieces of the nativity scene around the 
front of the church. Spend the first part of Kids’ Storytime 
having the kids hunt for the different pieces: Mary, Joseph, 
shepherds, animals, baby Jesus, etc. When all the pieces 
have been found, ask the kids to help you tell the story 
with them. 

 

Telling the Story/Activity 
Tell the story using the KidStuff bulletin. Note that it 
doesn’t include the shepherds. You can paraphrase that 
part of the story as you go, or use the KidStuff bulletin for 
Christmas Day to finish the story. 

As you tell the story, put the nativity scene back together. 
Let each kid place their character when you come to their 
part. It’s a powerful way for the kids to participate in 
sharing this old, old story with each other and the 
congregation, and to remember what Christmas is all 
about. 

 

Reflection Questions 

• Why was Jesus born in a manger? 
• Can you think of any Christmas carols that tell this 

story? 

 

Stuff to Consider 
If you have kids who have a difficult time moving around, 
seeing, or hearing, reserve a piece in a particularly difficult 
spot (so other kids don’t find it), and then guide them right 
to it. (Push their wheelchairs to the right spot, guide them 
by hand, or give them a hint in sign language.) 

 

Christmas Day Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• Box full of Christmas-y trinkets: wrapping paper, 

decorations, maybe a tin of Christmas cookies, a 
holiday music CD, a Christmas movie DVD, etc. 

 

Next Week’s Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• Mirror 
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Planning Worksheet 
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Scripture Readings 

Text: Luke 2:8-20 
8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, 
keeping watch over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of 
the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the 
angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am 
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to 
you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 
the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you 
will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 
manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace 
among those whom he favors!” 15When the angels had left 
them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing 
that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to 
us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, 
and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, 
they made known what had been told them about this 
child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the 
shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words 
and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and 
seen, as it had been told them. 

 

Secondary Text: Psalm 102:13-15 
13You will rise up and have compassion on Zion, for it is 
time to favor it; the appointed time has come. 

14For your servants hold its stones dear, and have pity on 
its dust. 

15The nations will fear the name of the Lord, and all the 
kings of the earth your glory. 

 

Alternate Text: Matthew 2:1-12 
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to 

Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the child who has been born 
king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and 
have come to pay him homage.” 3When King Herod heard 
this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and 
calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the 
people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be 
born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has 
been written by the prophet: 6‘And you, Bethlehem, in the 
land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of 
Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd 
my people Israel.’” 7Then Herod secretly called for the 
wise men and learned from them the exact time when the 
star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, 
saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when 
you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go 
and pay him homage.” 

9When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, 
ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its 
rising, until it stopped over the place where the child 
was. 10When they saw that the star had stopped, they were 
overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they saw 
the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and 
paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they 
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12And 
having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, 
they left for their own country by another road. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

2 



December 25, 2021 
Shepherds Visit (Christmas Day), Luke 2:8-20  

Narrative Lectionary Program 1 2021-22 Worship Resources Copyright © 2021 Clergy Stuff Page 143 of 168 

Narrative Lectionary 
Program 1 2021-22 

 

Scripture Readings 
 

Dramatic Reading of the Text 
Readers: Narrator, Angel, Shepherds 

 

Narrator: In that region there were shepherds living in the 
fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an 
angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the 
angel said to them,  

Angel: “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you 
good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born 
this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, 
the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.”  

Narrator: And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,  

Angel: “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace among those whom he favors!”  

Narrator: When the angels had left them and gone into 
heaven, the shepherds said to one another,  

Shepherds: “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this 
thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made 
known to us.”  

Narrator: So they went with haste and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw 
this, they made known what had been told them about this 
child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the 
shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words 
and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and 
seen, as it had been told them. 
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Theme and Liturgy 

Preaching Theme 

Main Idea: In the midst of the ordinary, the Christ 
child brings the extraordinary into existence. 

What a strange little story! A group of ordinary shepherds 
were tending to their sheep, as they had every night before, 
and would every night after. But this night angels (!) 
disrupted their monotony with a proclamation of a savior 
born in the town below. 

What a strange little story! A young woman gives birth to a 
baby boy, as women have done for generations, and would 
do for generations to come. But on this night, shepherds 
(!) disrupted the ordinary event with an extraordinary 
proclamation that angels had announced his birth. 

What a strange little story! A small gathering of worshipers 
meet together in a sanctuary as they have done every 
Sunday before and would do every Sunday after. But on 
this Saturday (!) angels and shepherds (!!) disrupt the 
ordinary gathering with a proclamation that a child born 
2000 years ago continues to disrupt lives even today.  

Despite the story’s familiarity to those who have heard it 
before, there is nothing ordinary about this child. The 
reason we continue to gather for worship is that this child 
is still alive and active in this world. This child brings 
healing where hope for healing has been lost. This child 
brings peace to war-torn lands when peace seems 
impossible. This child brings restoration to individuals, 
families, communities, countries, and even the entire earth. 

We have been given a gift. In the midst of the hustle and 
bustle of the holiday season, we can spend one quiet 
moment gathered together in a familiar space with familiar 
faces and familiar carols to look and see the face, the 
words, the effect of an extraordinary child born 2000 years 
ago, and still alive today.  

 

 

 

Scripture Summary 

The glory of the Lord in all its unhidden splendor can be a 
terrifying thing. But it can also be a wondrous thing, in the 
form of a tiny newborn. Some unsuspecting shepherds are 
about to have a night they’ll never forget. 

 

Call to Worship 
L: To you I lift up my eyes,  

C: O you who are enthroned on high! 

L: Glory to God in the highest heaven,  

C: And on earth peace among God’s favored. 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

L: We confess our sins before God and one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

L: Faithful God, 

C: Your promises have never wavered, and yet we are 
not always willing to believe them. We descend 
into our own despair, unable to see past our 
immediate concerns. We drag others down with 
us and live to complain and commiserate. We 
ignore the miracles right in front us. Forgive us 
for living such small lives, O Lord, and restore in us 
the wonder of what it is to be your people. Amen. 

L: God is faithful; God is merciful; God does not hold 
our sins against us! For this we give you thanks, O 
Lord. Receive the assurance of your deliverance by the 
One who promised from of old to set us free, and 
who seeks and finds us to this very day. Alleluia! 
Amen. 
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Liturgy 

Prayer of the Day 

L: Shepherding God,  

C: The gift of your son is an interruption of the 
world’s business as usual. Strike wonder in us 
once again as we behold your glory in the form of 
a newborn who gives us life, and in whose name 
we pray. Amen. 

 

Offertory Prayer 
As astonished shepherds beheld the gift of your newborn 
son, so we approach your altar with awe and gratitude, 
offering what we have to honor you and bless the world 
which you have made. Accept these gifts and receive our 
thanks. Amen.  

 

Prayers of the Church 

L: We pray for the church, the world, and all those in 
need. 

A brief silence. 

L: The world is different this morning. Your miracle is 
revealed and we are struck with awe. Show us the 
miracles all around us, on this day and beyond. 
Wondrous God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: The world is different this morning. Sheep and 
shepherds have passed anything but an ordinary night 
in the fields. Both are witnesses to your unbounded 
love for all your creation. Wondrous God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: The world is different this morning. We could be 
anywhere else, caught up in our own affairs, yet we are 
here, in this holy place, for one more holy moment in 
your presence. Bless us this day and throughout this 
joyous season. Wondrous God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: The world is different this morning. Bring your 
message of redemption to those who will spend this 
day in the hospital, at work, away from loved ones, or 
by themselves when they would prefer to be with 
others. To all those for whom this is just another day, 
bring a word of peace through your presence. 
Especially we lift up... Wondrous God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: The world is different this morning. Because of your 
great gift, saints of all ages have risked everything to 
proclaim your goodness to the entire world. Make us 
worthy of their company and give us that same zeal. 
Wondrous God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

Here other petitions may be offered. 

L: You are glorified on heaven and on earth. Our prayers 
ascend to you, and you send your blessings upon us 
right where we are. May we rejoice in the One who 
brings this world and the next together in perfect 
communion, Jesus Christ, our newborn King. Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Invitation 

The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for 
all they had heard and seen. So, shall we return, out into 
the world to spread your word of joy, of hope and of 
peace. But first, we share a meal of grace, given and shed 
for you at the invitation of our Savior. 
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Liturgy 

Litany 

L: The shepherds and the angels, 

C: The babe lying in the manger, 

L: Countless children have played these parts in pageants. 

C: Many of us hear Linus from “A Charlie Brown 
Christmas” saying these words. 

L: Our sanitized picture is one of cleaned-up shepherds 
on a lovely hillside with sweet smelling sheep. 

C: But deep down, we know the reality was different. 

L: These were hard working, uneducated folk. 

C: They were dirty. The hillside was probably far 
from lovely. 

L: And we know the sheep smelled like sheep! 

C: Yet into this messy scene the angels came. 

L: It must’ve seemed like an amazing dream for the 
shepherds, 

C: God’s glory shining before them, a heavenly host 
singing praises. 

L: They must have asked one another, “Did this really 
happen?” 

C: But even with their doubts, they made their way 
to the stable. 

L: Little as they understood, they recognized that they 
had gotten a sign from God. 

C: No time or place to clean up. It was the original 
“come as you are” event. 

L: They trudged along to Bethlehem. They saw the stable 
in the distance, lit with a heavenly glow. 

C: Did they know they were meeting their Messiah 
that night? 

L: The angels had told them, and they saw with their own 
eyes. 

C: An ordinary, extraordinary couple. Working 
people not unlike themselves. 

L: A tiny baby nestled in an animals’ feed box, a manger. 

C: The sounds and smells of a stable turned into the 
sweetest music and scent. 

L: God was there in the mess, to sanctify it and make it 
beautiful. 

C: And God meets us in our mess as well. 

L: Giving us eyes to see, ears to hear the Good News of 
Jesus, Emmanuel, God with us. 

C: We come to the stable, come to God, just as we 
are, 

L: And “just as we are” is good enough. 

C: Our lives are sanctified and made beautiful, just 
because we made the journey. 

L: We travel to our own Bethlehem to worship the holy 
baby. 

C: And the angels all around us sing in joyful praise. 

L: “Glory to God in the Highest Heaven, and on earth 
peace…” 

C: With hoarse and croaking voices, let us join the 
chorus, 

L: Knowing that our God finds our music sweet. 

C: We are the shepherds of today, with all our 
imperfections. 

L: Let us fearlessly and joyfully enter into the mystery of 
Jesus’ birth. 

C: We are holy, and as beautiful as angels this night. 

L: Bathed in the heavenly glow of the stable, 

All: We belong here, beholding and praising our 
newborn Lord. Amen 
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Creative Expression 

Congregational Art: Angel Wings 

Supplies needed: Mural paper with the outline of angel 
wings sized so that if someone stood in front of the paper, 
it would look like they had wings, 6” to 10” long paper 
feathers in a wide variety of colors (construction paper or 
patterned scrapbook paper), tape. 
Before worship: Separate the feathers into color 
categories and decide which color will represent which 
character from the Gospel story: Angel of the Lord, Angel 
choir member, Shepherd, Sheep, Member of the Holy 
Family. 
During the Creative Expression portion of worship, ask 
the congregation members to think about who they most 
related to in today’s story or who they gravitated toward. 
Invite them to choose a feather in the corresponding color 
and tape it onto the angel wing outline. When the wings 
are complete, ask volunteers to hold them up, and another 
volunteer to stand in front of them. Let everyone know 
the wings will be in the hallway following worship for 
people to take photos with them. 
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Kids’ Storytime 

Main Message 

Christmas is when we remember Jesus’ birth. 

 

Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• Box full of Christmas-y trinkets: wrapping paper, 

decorations, maybe a tin of Christmas cookies, a 
holiday music CD, a Christmas movie DVD, etc. 

 

Setting the Scene/Background 
When the kids come forward, go through the items in the 
box. Set them out and look at all the stuff. So much stuff! 
Talk about how we like to decorate the church and our 
houses for Christmas and ask what some of their favorite 
Christmas traditions are. All those things are fun and good. 
But if we put away all the decorations and Christmas 
movies and Christmas songs and Christmas cookies (you 
could be packing away all the stuff now) it would still be 
Christmas.  

 

Telling the Story 
Tell the story using the KidStuff bulletin. 

 

 

 

Activity 
Discuss whether the Shepherds had anything special with 
which to celebrate Jesus. They didn’t decorate or have 
presents or anything. So why was Christmas so exciting to 
them? What is Christmas really about? Jesus Christ was 
born today. Pray with the kids and thank God together for 
the best gift of all, Jesus. 

 

Reflection Questions 

• What is Christmas about? 
• If we put away all these decorations and all the 

Christmas lights and music and cookies, would it 
still be Christmas? 

 

Stuff to Consider 
For kids whose families struggle to make ends meet, the 
box full of stuff might stir up some emotions. This is even 
more reason to emphasize that Christmas isn’t about the 
stuff. Be sensitive to the reactions you might get from kids 
whose families are struggling.  

 

Next Week’s Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• Mirror 
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Planning Worksheet 

Preaching Themes 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Setting 

 

 

 

Hymns 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Choral Music/Special Music 

 

 

 

Kids’ Storytime Ideas 
 

 

 

 

 

Skit or Creative Ideas 

 

 

 

 

 

Props for Kids’ Storytime or Skit 
 

 

 

Special Events (Baptism, New Members) 
 

 

 

 

 

Guest Speakers/Announcements 
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Scripture Readings 

Text: John 1:19-34 
19This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent 
priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are 
you?” 20He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, 
“I am not the Messiah.” 21And they asked him, “What 
then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the 
prophet?” He answered, “No.” 22Then they said to him, 
“Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent 
us. What do you say about yourself?” 23He said, “I am the 
voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight 
the way of the Lord,’” as the prophet Isaiah said. 24Now 
they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25They asked him, 
“Why then are you baptizing if you are neither the 
Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” 26John answered 
them, “I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom 
you do not know, 27the one who is coming after me; I am 
not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” 28This took 
place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was 
baptizing. 

29The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him and 
declared, “Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the 
sin of the world! 30This is he of whom I said, ‘After me 
comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he was 
before me.’ 31I myself did not know him; but I came 
baptizing with water for this reason, that he might be 
revealed to Israel.” 32And John testified, “I saw the Spirit 
descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on 
him. 33I myself did not know him, but the one who sent 
me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see 
the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with 
the Holy Spirit.’ 34And I myself have seen and have 
testified that this is the Son of God.” 

 

Secondary Text: Psalm 32:1-2 
1Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven, whose 
sin is covered. 

2Happy are those to whom the Lord imputes no iniquity, 
and in whose spirit there is no deceit. 
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Scripture Readings 

Dramatic Reading of the Text 
Readers: Narrator, Levites, John 

 

Narrator: This is the testimony given by John when the 
Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him,  

Levites: “Who are you?”  

Narrator: He confessed and did not deny it, but 
confessed,  

John: “I am not the Messiah.”  

Narrator: And they asked him,  

Levites: “What then? Are you Elijah?”  

Narrator: He said,  

John: “I am not.”  

Levites: “Are you the prophet?”  

Narrator: He answered,  

John: “No.”  

Narrator: Then they said to him,  

Levites: “Who are you? Let us have an answer for those 
who sent us. What do you say about yourself?”  

Narrator: He said,  

John: “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 
‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’”  

Narrator: As the prophet Isaiah said. Now they had been 
sent from the Pharisees. They asked him,  

Levites: “Why then are you baptizing if you are neither 
the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?”  

Narrator: John answered them,  

John: “I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom 
you do not know, the one who is coming after me; I am 
not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.”  

Narrator: This took place in Bethany across the Jordan 
where John was baptizing. The next day he saw Jesus 
coming toward him and declared,  

John: “Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin 
of the world! This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a 
man who ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’ I 
myself did not know him; but I came baptizing with water 
for this reason, that he might be revealed to Israel.”  

Narrator: And John testified,  

John: “I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a 
dove, and it remained on him. I myself did not know him, 
but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, 
‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the 
one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ And I myself have 
seen and have testified that this is the Son of God.” 
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Theme and Liturgy 

Preaching Theme 

Main Idea: Voices of truth can be hard to hear. 

At this point in John, we haven’t yet met Jesus face to face. 
We have only learned of him through the prophet, John. 
This prophet proclaiming the coming of Jesus was no 
ordinary Joe. Although there were other prophets roaming 
the countryside, it was not an ordinary occurrence. Nor 
was baptism an ordinary ritual. John certainly called 
attention to himself with his clothing and food (cf. Mark 
1:6), his sharp words, and his baptizing. It is no surprise 
that the Pharisees were drawn to him, worried about what 
he might say and how he might rile the crowds. 

People who speak truth, especially truth that is hard to 
hear, are often met with suspicion. We are living in a time 
when the truth is hard to find. There are so many voices, 
so much shouting, so much fighting, how are we to discern 
truth? Shall we listen for the voices of those who are 
unorthodox? Shall we listen only for the voices who speak 
what we want to hear? Shall we risk opening ourselves to 
truths we don’t want to hear?  

John was very clear in pointing to the truth. “He on whom 
you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who 
baptizes with the Holy Spirit.” One of the reasons we 
know John is speaking truth is that John was not calling 
attention to himself. He was pointing toward someone 
else. He was paving the way for Jesus. We also have the 
benefit of time – we can look backwards in time to see that 
what John spoke was the truth. The things he prophesied 
came to pass. 

We might use similar measures to determine truth even 
today. Are the ones speaking—or shouting—pointing 
toward themselves or something that benefits only them? 
Or are they speaking of a greater good that benefits 
humanity? Are their words consistent with the words of 
Jesus? Does their agenda proclaim exclusivity, hatred, and 
inequity, or does it proclaim peace, justice, and love? Truth 
is hard to discern among the too many voices we are 
inundated with, but it is still there. Often a small sound, 
but a powerful one. “This is the Son of God.”  

Scripture Summary 

Who is this Messiah, this long-awaited whom John is 
proclaiming to anyone who will listen? Who is this one 
who baptizes, not with water but with the Holy Spirit? 
Who is it? (Hint: it’s not John.) 

 

Call to Worship 
L: Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven,  

C: Whose sin is covered. 

L: Happy are those to whom the Lord imputes no 
iniquity,  

C: And in whose spirit, there is no deceit. 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

L: We confess our sins before God and one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

L: Faithful God, 

C: Your promises have never wavered, and yet we are 
not always willing to believe them. We descend 
into our own despair, unable to see past our 
immediate concerns. We drag others down with 
us and live to complain and commiserate. We 
ignore the miracles right in front us. Forgive us 
for living such small lives, O Lord, and restore in us 
the wonder of what it is to be your people. Amen. 

L: God is faithful; God is merciful; God does not hold 
our sins against us! For this we give you thanks, O 
Lord. Receive the assurance of your deliverance by the 
One who promised from of old to set us free, and 
who seeks and finds us to this very day. Alleluia! 
Amen. 
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Liturgy 

Prayer of the Day 

L: God who calls us,  

C: Your servant John cries out in witness to Christ. 
May our lives also point to and proclaim the One 
who has delivered us and claimed us as his own. 
In the name of that same Jesus we pray. Amen. 

 

Offertory Prayer 
Make straight the way of the Lord. Open our hearts in 
generosity that we may pour forth an offering of love for 
the grace we have all received. Bless these gifts and send 
them into the world as testimony to the One who loves us 
beyond measure or comprehension. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the Church 

L: We pray for the church, the world, and all those in 
need. 

A brief silence. 

L: God With Us, John came that you might be revealed 
in Israel. Use us to further his proclamation, one that 
speaks of holy fire and the blessings of your 
redemption—one that points not to ourselves, but to 
the One who created and delivered us. Transforming 
God,  

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: This world cannot help but be changed at the coming 
of your Messiah. This is the One for whom we have 
been waiting. This is the One on whom all our hopes 
have rested. May this joyous news reach all corners of 
the earth, through your faithful servants in all places. 
Transforming God,  

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: We have come to the last days of this year, O Lord. 
We give you thanks for the blessings of these past 
twelve months, and thanks for bringing us through its 
challenges and grief. Restore your joy within us as the 
clocks turn over on a new moment, a new year, a new 
day to rise in praise to you. Transforming God,  

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Heal your wounded people, longing for relief, and 
aching for your presence. We offer up special petitions 
this day for... Transforming God,  

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: With John and all your trailblazing saints, we dare to 
proclaim one who comes to shake the very 
foundations of the earth, and yet gladly gathers us 
together and calls us brothers and sisters. 
Transforming God,  

C: Hear our prayer. 

Here other petitions may be offered. 

L: All that we pray you have heard. All that we need you 
have provided. Join us in spirit with those for whom 
we pray, and make of us one people, in your holy 
name. Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Invitation 

Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world. We ourselves have seen and testified that you are 
God, and we meet you again in this bread and this cup. 
Gather us, feed us, and send us out to be your 
ambassadors: proclaimers of love, power, and grace. 
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Liturgy 

Litany 

L: We see them sometimes, on city street corners, these 
modern-day prophets. 

C: They have their big signs emblazoned with bold 
messages, they shout and yell. 

L: Sometimes we turn around to avoid them, they are so 
loud and strident, 

C: The messages jarring, off-putting. 

L: The messages are strange, we whisper to each other. 

C: Something is definitely wrong with them. 

L: But once in a while, one of them catches our attention. 

C: And though the big sign is still there, and the 
noise, 

L: We feel compelled to stop and listen. 

C: Maybe, just maybe, there is a message meant just 
for us. 

L: Jarring and off-putting as it may be, 

C: It may be exactly what we need to hear, right now. 

L: The messenger is not the Messiah, he tells us. 

C: But then, we ask him, who are you? 

L: He quotes the prophet Isaiah: he is a voice in the 
wilderness, 

C: Preparing the way of the Lord, 

L: But, we say, the Lord has come. We know it. 

C: Come and gone, and returned to earth. 

L: We know about Jesus, we say. What are you preparing? 
We ask. 

C: He says, I am preparing the Lord’s coming THIS 
day, and tomorrow and tomorrow. 

L: He says, the Lord comes again, and again, into every 
human heart. 

C: I am just here to remind you. 

L: We feel we don’t need a reminder; we know that 
Christ lives in us always. 

C: But when was the last time we really thought 
about it? 

L: Maybe the wild-eyed prophet has a point. 

C: Maybe we do need a reminder that the Word still 
dwells among us. 

L: Maybe we, too, are called to carry big signs—signs 
calling for justice and peace. 

C: Signs reminding everyone that God is right here, 
right now, 

L: Right beside us as we care for the poor, the sick, the 
lonely, the refugee. 

C: And if most people call us wild-eyed prophets, 
what of it? 

L: There is someone in the crowd that we will reach with 
our message of hope and love, 

C: Someone who in turn will take up a big sign and 
shout: 

L: Prepare the way of the Lord! The way of truth and 
compassion! Now is the time! 

C: And this, right here, is the place. Amen. 
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Creative Expression 

Skit 
Characters: Person 1, Person 2 

Props: None 

 

Person 1: I need to have a word with you in my office. 

Person 2: Yes [Sir/Ma’am]. (follows Person 1 across the front) 
What is it? 

Person 1: It’s been brought to my attention that you’ve 
been openly criticizing our proposed company retirement 
plan. 

Person 2: Yes, I have. I think it’s a bad plan. 

Person 1: Why? 

Person 2: It places large amounts of employee money into 
funds that invest in businesses that openly damage the 
environment and undermine locally-owned businesses, 
especially those owned by people of color. 

Person 1: How do you know this? And why should 
anyone take your word for it? Are you the plan 
administrator? Do you work for the investment company? 

Person 2: No. I’m none of those things. 

Person 1: So who do you think you are? Why should we 
change our plans just because you say so? 

Person 2: I pay attention. It’s important to me that my 
money goes into investments that benefit other people and 
the environment. So I did the research. And I asked an 
independent consultant to come in and talk to the board 
about it. 

Person 1: You did what? 

Person 2: Yep. Someone is coming who will make it all 
clear and set things straight. 

Person 1: Rather presumptuous of you, wasn’t it? 

Person 2: Absolutely not. The board was open to hearing 
her. 

Person 1: So what’s in it for you? Do you get a finders fee 
on the group investment? 

Person 2: Nope. Not a cent. I just get a 401(k) I can 
believe in. 

Person 1: You do realize that historically, socially 
responsible investments don’t do as well as other funds. 

Person 2: Actually, that’s changing. But even if it’s still the 
case, how does it benefit me to make a few extra dollars 
when my environment and community are being gutted by 
those dollars? 

Person 1: You don’t get a cut, you don’t necessarily earn 
more return, you really, honestly believe this is right. 

Person 2: Yep. And don’t take my word for it. I’m just the 
messenger. You should sit in on the board meeting and 
listen to what the consultant has to say. She’ll make the 
whole truth abundantly clear. 

Person 1: Well, I’m still irritated with you. But I’ll try to be 
open to all the options. And I’ll go with what the board 
decides. You’re really something else, [Person 2]. 

Person 2: I’ll take that as a compliment. 
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Kids’ Storytime 

Main Message 

John pointed the way to Jesus. We can reflect the light of 
Jesus, too. 

 

Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• Mirror 
 

Setting the Scene/Background 
Show the kids a mirror. What does a mirror do? A mirror 
reflects the image in front of it. It is not the actual image it 
reflects. Tell the kids you’re going to read them a story 
about someone who reflects Jesus, but isn’t Jesus. 

 

Telling the Story 
Tell the story using the KidStuff bulletin. 

 

Activity 
Discuss how in the Bible reading from John 1, we hear 
about a man named John. Some people wondered if he 
was the Messiah, but John came to point toward the 
Messiah, the Light. We can do that, too. What are some 
ways we “reflect” the light of Jesus and point others 
toward that light? 

 

Reflection Questions 

• Why do you think people wondered if John was 
the Messiah? 

• How can we get ready for Jesus? 

 

Stuff to Consider 
If you have kids with visual impairments, talk about how 
we don’t need our eyes to “see” and “reflect” Jesus. We 
can see Jesus within our hearts. We can reflect Jesus with 
our words and actions.  

If kids with visual impairments come to the Kids’ Storytime, 
make your mirror a living tableau. Place your hands and 
their hands together, as if mirroring one another. Gently 
move your hands in a circle, or up and down. Show how 
you can reflect the light of Jesus, even if you can’t see with 
your eyes. 

 

Next Week’s Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• A transforming car toy or other object that 

changes from one thing into another (at least three 
different forms would work best) 
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Scripture Readings 

Text: John 1:35-51 
35The next day John again was standing with two of his 
disciples, 36and as he watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, 
“Look, here is the Lamb of God!” 

37The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed 
Jesus. 38When Jesus turned and saw them following, he 
said to them, “What are you looking for?” They said to 
him, “Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), “where 
are you staying?” 39He said to them, “Come and see.” They 
came and saw where he was staying, and they remained 
with him that day. It was about four o’clock in the 
afternoon. 40One of the two who heard John speak and 
followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41He 
first found his brother Simon and said to him, “We have 
found the Messiah” (which is translated Anointed). 42He 
brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said, “You 
are Simon son of John. You are to be called Cephas” 
(which is translated Peter). 

43The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found 
Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 44Now Philip was 
from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45Philip 
found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him 
about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets 
wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” 46Nathanael 
said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” 
Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47When Jesus saw 
Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is 
truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” 48Nathanael 
asked him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus 
answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called 
you.” 49Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! 
You are the King of Israel!” 50Jesus answered, “Do you 
believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig 
tree? You will see greater things than these.” 51And he said 
to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened 
and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the 
Son of Man.” 

 

Secondary Text: Psalm 66:1-5 
1 Make a joyful noise to God, all the earth; 
2   sing the glory of his name; 
   give to him glorious praise. 
3 Say to God, ‘How awesome are your deeds! 
   Because of your great power, your enemies cringe 
before you. 
4 All the earth worships you; 
   they sing praises to you, 
   sing praises to your name.’ 

5 Come and see what God has done: 
   he is awesome in his deeds among mortals. 
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Scripture Readings 

Dramatic Reading of the Text 
Readers: Narrator, John, Jesus, Disciple, Philip, Nathanael 

Narrator: The next day John again was standing with two 
of his disciples, and as he watched Jesus walk by, he 
exclaimed,  

John: “Look, here is the Lamb of God!” 

Narrator: The two disciples heard him say this, and they 
followed Jesus. When Jesus turned and saw them 
following, he said to them,  

Jesus: “What are you looking for?”  

Narrator: They said to him,  

Disciple: “Rabbi”  

Narrator: (which translated means Teacher),  

Disciple: “where are you staying?”  

Narrator: He said to them,  

Jesus: “Come and see.”  

Narrator: They came and saw where he was staying, and 
they remained with him that day. It was about four o’clock 
in the afternoon. One of the two who heard John speak 
and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. He 
first found his brother Simon and said to him,  

Disciple: “We have found the Messiah”  

Narrator: (which is translated Anointed). He brought 
Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said,  

Jesus: “You are Simon son of John. You are to be called 
Cephas”  

Narrator: (which is translated Peter). The next day Jesus 
decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him,  

Jesus: “Follow me.”  

Narrator: Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of 
Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said to 
him,  

Philip: “We have found him about whom Moses in the 
law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from 
Nazareth.”  

Narrator: Nathanael said to him,  

Nathanael: “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?”  

Narrator: Philip said to him,  

Philip: “Come and see.”  

Narrator: When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, 
he said of him,  

Jesus: “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no 
deceit!”  

Narrator: Nathanael asked him,  

Nathanael: “Where did you get to know me?”  

Narrator: Jesus answered,  

Jesus: “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called 
you.”  

Narrator: Nathanael replied,  

Nathanael: “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the 
King of Israel!”  

Narrator: Jesus answered,  

Jesus: “Do you believe because I told you that I saw you 
under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.”  

Narrator: And he said to him,  

Jesus: “Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened 
and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the 
Son of Man.” 
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Theme and Liturgy 

Preaching Theme 

Main Idea: Jesus extends an invitation and a 
welcome. 

The people in the wilderness following John were looking 
for something. They were living in a land now occupied by 
Rome, and they were limited in what they could do and 
say. Their freedom was precarious and their voices were 
unheard. It’s no surprise they flocked to the wilderness to 
hear the words of God’s prophets, hoping to hear 
something that would give them hope for a better life. 

It was also a fairly common occurrence that rabbis selected 
followers that would live with them and learn from them. 
By immersing themselves in the lives of their teachers, 
disciples could learn to emulate their teachers, thereby 
carrying on the teachings throughout generations. 

On this day, the prophet John recognized God in Jesus. By 
pointing him out, John directed the attention of several 
truth seekers toward Jesus and they followed him intently. 
When Jesus asked what they were seeking, they requested 
to follow him for a while with the question, “Where are 
you staying?” The rabbi, Jesus, extended an invitation that 
would change their lives forever, “Come and see.” 

Throughout this brief passage, the word about Jesus 
begins to spread like wildfire, and before long Jesus has 
gathered several disciples ready to follow and learn. He 
gives some of them new names, a sign that God has 
redirected their life journey down a different path. It 
reminds me a little of an endearing relative who gives 
funny nicknames to the people they love the most. 

You know that feeling you get when you climb into the car 
of a roller coaster and it begins to climb the long, steep hill 
toward the drop? That’s where we are in Jesus’ ministry. 
As Jesus gathers disciples, there is an excitement, a 
nervousness that comes with the anticipation of a wild 
ride. The journey will be long and difficult, but for now, 
there is delight and eagerness as Jesus extends the 
invitation to a journey that cannot be explained, only lived, 
“Come and see.” 

 

Scripture Summary 

John’s proclamation begins to take hold as Jesus attracts 
his first followers. They are already impressed by what they 
see in their new leader, but they couldn’t possibly be 
prepared for what is to come. 

 

Call to Worship 
L: Come and see! 

C: Look—here is the Lamb of God! 

L: Come and see! 

C: We have found the Messiah! 

L: Come and see! 

C: We have found the Son of God, the King of Israel! 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

L: We confess our sins before God and one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

L: Merciful Lord, 

C: We come before you with heavy hearts. We do not 
always follow our Savior’s lead. We insist on our 
own way, putting worldly things before you. We 
doubt, we discriminate; we scatter—preferring 
darkness to the brilliance of your truth. For all this 
we ask your mercy and forgiveness, that our 
hearts may be made clean again. Amen. 

L: As a loving shepherd gathers his sheep, so our Lord 
protects and cares for us. As patient as a parent for a 
wayward child, so is God’s mercy for us. Let us rejoice 
that we have received forgiveness, and that every day 
our Lord seeks to renew us in the image of our 
Creator, in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 
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Liturgy 

Prayer of the Day 
L: Holy Lord,  

C: Your word is compelling and your authority 
apparent. Draw us to yourself, and lead us forth in 
faith, to follow in your servant footsteps. In Jesus’ 
name we pray. Amen. 

 

Offertory Prayer 
You have shown us the way that you would have us go, 
good teacher. The way of compassion, peace, and 
generosity. Bless these gifts to your highest purpose and 
vision for our world. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the Church 
L: We pray for the church, the world, and all those in 

need. 

A brief silence. 

L: We cannot know what lies ahead when we start out in 
faith, O God. Lead us forward in new and inspiring 
ventures, and give us courage and strength to carry out 
all that you have compelled us to do. Guiding God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: All creation recognizes its Creator, receiving its life, its 
vitality, and its fruitfulness from you. Make this joyful 
recognition so apparent in us as well, that we honor 
and respect our relationship with you, the world, and 
all created life. Guiding God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: As we move toward the season of Epiphany, ignite 
and shine our lights brightly for your gospel, making 
us beacons of hope to a world awaiting the joyful 
message. Guiding God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: Your touch is life; your word is healing. Lead us back 
to you when we wander, when we doubt, and when we 
crave the wholeness that you impart. Bring your 
blessing of healing especially to... Guiding God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

L: It begins with a step and lasts forever, our journey 
with you. Draw us forth in the company of all your 
faithful saints, and the confidence of everlasting life 
with you. Guiding God, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

Here other petitions may be offered. 

L: We do not always see the result of the prayers we 
offer, O Lord. May it be enough that you have heard 
us, and that your Holy Spirit acts on behalf of all who 
ask. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Invitation 
The bread and the cup are here, now ready. Come and see! 
Your Lord is present and bids you join him at the feast. 
Come and see! Your brothers and sisters are at your side—
you are not alone. Come and see! For all has been 
prepared for the strengthening and nourishment of 
disciples.  
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Liturgy 

Litany 

L: They called him rabbi, these new disciples. 

C: Teacher. 

L: And they asked where he was staying. 

C: Because they wanted to stay with him, to travel 
with him wherever he went. 

L: Why was he so compelling? 

C: How did they know he was special? 

L: We weren’t there, but we can read his story, and we 
can imagine. 

C: He was a natural leader, so charismatic—he drew 
people to himself. 

L: He gave some of them new names. 

C: He gave all of them new lives. 

L: They called him rabbi, and they followed in his 
footsteps. 

C: They learned from him, and they were blessed by 
him, and inspired by him. 

L: And the rabbi, the teacher, still calls us to follow 
today. 

C: “Come and see,” says our teacher. Says our Lord. 

L: And we step out in trust, putting our faith in him, our 
lives in his hands. 

C: We ask, “Where are you staying?” But now we 
know the answer. 

L: Our rabbi lives in our hearts. Our teacher is with us 
always. 

C: And Jesus tells us to call others, to call the world. 

L: Jesus calls us to say: “Do you seek the truth? Do you 
yearn for peace and love?” 

C: Jesus calls us to promise: “All those things are 
right here, with God.” 

All: Come and see!  

 

 

  



January 2, 2022 
Jesus Says Come and See, John 1:35-51  

Narrative Lectionary Program 1 2021-22 Worship Resources Copyright © 2021 Clergy Stuff Page 166 of 168 

Narrative Lectionary 
Program 1 2021-22 

 

Creative Expression 

Skit 
Characters: Kids 1-4 (early teens) 

Props: Two cell phones. 

 

Kid 1: Look what I got! (holds up phone) 

Kid 2: Wow! Is that the iPhone 27x? With all the extra 
features? 

Kid 1: Yep. The latest and greatest. 

Kid 3: It’s so shiny. Can I touch it? 

Kid 1: Sure. It’s got the super-mega unbreakable screen 
protector and case on it. 

Kid 2: I heard that thing can do everything except clean 
your room for you. 

Kid 3: It’s got way more features than my iPhone 26. I’m 
jealous. 

Kid 2: I’m still using the 24. My parents are so mean. 

Kid 4: (walking over) You got the new iPhone? 

Kid 1: Oh, hey. You’re the new kid, aren’t you. 

Kid 4: Yeah. Just moved into the neighborhood. Not from 
too far away, though. 

Kid 3: How did you know [he/she] just got the new 
iPhone? 

Kid 4: I could just tell from the excited conversation you 
were all having over here. 

Kid 2: Wow. You’re amazing. 

Kid 3: Are you gonna get the new 27x? 

Kid 4: Nah. I’m happy with my 8. 

Kid 1: Um…did you say…eight? 

Kid 4: Yep. It’s got everything I need. All my friends’ info, 
apps that help me do my volunteer work, a great camera. 
All that stuff. 

Kid 2: But…don’t you want a newer phone? 

Kid 4: Nope. This one works fine. There are a lot more 
important things than the latest tech. 

Kid 3: Name one. 

Kid 4: Well, my mom and I volunteer in a sustainable 
community garden that gives food to homeless shelters. 

(Kids 1-3 stare blankly for a moment in stunned silence.) 

Kid 1: Okay. Well, you have a point. 

Kid 4: Oh, and we’re going to march in a Black Lives 
Matter protest at the capital building next weekend. I’ve 
got it on my calendar. (holds up phone to show calendar) 

Kid 2: (Pointing to phone) Is that an appointment to talk to 
the mayor? 

Kid 4: Yeah. A bunch of my friends and I are petitioning 
to get the city to fully fund the local humane society so it 
can be a no-kill shelter. You wanna come with us? 

Kid 3: That would be amazing! I’m all for saving stray 
dogs and cats! 

Kid 2: You’re really cool. I’m so glad we met. I can’t wait 
to hang out with you more. 

Kid 1: (looking down at phone) Wow. I guess the latest shiny 
toy isn’t the greatest thing after all. 

Kid 4: There’s nothing wrong with it, I guess. It’s just that 
there are so many more important things out there. 
Amazing, and wonderful things you never see or do if 
you’re just looking at your phone. 

Kid 1: Plus they’ll just put out a new model next year, and 
it’ll probably be able to do even more than this one. Maybe 
I’ll just stick with this as long as it still runs. 

Kid 4: Cool. Well, I’m looking forward to getting to know 
you guys better. Give me your names and numbers and I’ll 
text you about the meeting with the mayor. 

Kid 3: Absolutely! I want to see and do lots of amazing 
things with you! 

Kid 2: I think this is the beginning of a beautiful 
friendship. 
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Kids’ Storytime 

Main Message 

Jesus is full of surprises. 

 

Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• A transforming car toy or other object that 

changes from one thing into another (at least three 
different forms would work best) 

 

Setting the Scene/Background 
When you stand up to start the Kids’ Storytime, announce 
“Are there any kids out there who like surprises? If so, 
come and see!” When the kids are settled, talk about how 
when Jesus first started to travel around and teach people, 
he invited people to follow him, saying “come and see.” 
People were very curious about Jesus, but they would soon 
find out he was full of surprises. 

 

Telling the Story 
Tell the story using the KidStuff bulletin. 

 

Activity 
Show the kids the toy/object in its most basic form. Ask 
them what it is. (A car, etc.) Discuss how when Jesus was 
traveling and teaching and healing, there were lots of 
teachers at the time that people could follow. Nathanael 
probably heard about Jesus and thought, he’s just another 
thing like this simple car. But that’s not who Jesus was! 

Transform the car/object into a different form. Discuss 
how when Nathanael met Jesus, he was surprised. Jesus 
was more than just a regular teacher. He was something 
really special. But when he said how surprised he was 
about what Jesus knew about him, Jesus said “You think 
that was surprising? Just you wait!” (If possible, transform 
the object again into a different form). Nathanael would 
soon learn that Jesus was God’s promised messiah, who 
had come to save the whole world. 

 

Reflection Questions 

• What things surprise you? 
• Have you been surprised by Jesus? 

 

Stuff to Consider 
Lots of kids are familiar with certain transforming toys. 
This message would work best with something the kids 
might not be familiar with. 

 

Next Week’s Props 

• KidStuff bulletin 
• Pitcher of water 
• Instant drink mix 
• Paper cups 
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