
1 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
A Congregation of the Southeastern Synod 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

 
176 West Sandtown Road 

Marietta, GA 30064 
(770) 424-2850 
clcwestcobb.org 

 
 March 15th, 2020         8:45AM  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2 
 

Third Sunday of Lent 
 
*Prelude:  
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
P = Pastor C = Congregation 
*Those who are able, please stand 
*Stand/Kneel 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
P: We gather in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit.  C: Amen. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

P:  Merciful God, 

C:  Forgive us, for we have fallen short of your vision for humanity. 

We have put ourselves before others, ignored the vulnerable, and 

forgotten you altogether. We have missed the point of your kingdom. 

Have mercy on us, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

P:  Children, your God has not forgotten you. Jesus knows your weakness 

and sees through your presence. You are made whole simply by seeking 

forgiveness. Receive the Lord’s pardon and believe that it is true. By the 

name of Jesus Christ, Amen. 
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*OPENING HYMN:      HYMN ELW 504  
A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 
Text:  Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship; Music: Martin Luther, 1483-1546 
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress   
    

A mighty fortress is our God,   
a sword and shield victorious; 
he breaks the cruel oppressor’s rod  
and wins salvation glorious. 
The old satanic foe has sworn to work us woe! 
With craft and dreadful might he arms himself to fight. 
On earth he has no equal. 
 

No strength of ours can match his might!   
We would be lost, rejected.   
But now a champion comes to fight,  
whom God himself elected.   
You ask who this may be?  The Lord of hosts is he!   
Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, God’s only Son, adored.   
He holds the field victorious. 
 

Though hordes of devils fill the land  
all threatening to devour us,  
we tremble not, unmoved we stand;   
they cannot overpower us.  
Let this world’s tyrant rage; in battle we’ll engage!   
His might is doomed to fail; God’s judgment must prevail!  
One little word subdues him.  
 

God’s Word forever shall abide,  
no thanks to foes, who fear it; 
for God himself fights by our side 
with weapons of the Spirit. 
Were they to take our house, goods, honor, child, or spouse,  
though life be wrenched away, they cannot win the day.  
The kingdom’s our forever! 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY:  
Gracious God, your son was not always received with respect and 
acceptance. Reveal to us the places where we still resist the truth of 
his teaching today, that our hearts and lives might truly be 
transformed. For Jesus’ sake, Amen. 
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THE WORD        Mark 11:27-12:12 
God made people stewards of God’s creation. When Jesus challenged the 
Pharisees’ wicked management of creation, they sought to entrap and 
silence him. 
 

Again, they came to Jerusalem. As he was walking in the temple, the chief 
priests, the scribes, and the elders came to him and said, ‘By what 
authority are you doing these things? Who gave you this authority to do 
them?’ Jesus said to them, ‘I will ask you one question; answer me, and I 
will tell you by what authority I do these things. Did the baptism of John 
come from heaven, or was it of human origin? Answer me.’ They argued 
with one another, ‘If we say, “From heaven”, he will say, “Why then did you 
not believe him?” But shall we say, “Of human origin”?’—they were afraid 
of the crowd, for all regarded John as truly a prophet. So, they answered 
Jesus, ‘We do not know.’ And Jesus said to them, ‘Neither will I tell you by 
what authority I am doing these things.’ 
 

Then he began to speak to them in parables. ‘A man planted a vineyard, 
put a fence around it, dug a pit for the wine press, and built a watch-tower; 
then he leased it to tenants and went to another country. When the season 
came, he sent a slave to the tenants to collect from them his share of the 
produce of the vineyard. But they seized him, and beat him, and sent him 
away empty-handed. And again, he sent another slave to them; this one 
they beat over the head and insulted. Then he sent another, and that one 
they killed. And, so it was with many others; some they beat, and others 
they killed. He had still one other, a beloved son. Finally, he sent him to 
them, saying, “They will respect my son.” But those tenants said to one 
another, “This is the heir; come, let us kill him, and the inheritance will be 
ours.” So, they seized him, killed him, and threw him out of the 
vineyard. What then will the owner of the vineyard do? He will come and 
destroy the tenants and give the vineyard to others. Have you not read  
this scripture: 
 

“The stone that the builders rejected 
   has become the cornerstone; 
this was the Lord’s doing, 
   and it is amazing in our eyes”?’ 
 

When they realized that he had told this parable against them, they wanted 
to arrest him, but they feared the crowd. So, they left him and went away. 
L: This is the Word of the Lord.   C: Thanks be to God. 
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Sermon: Jesus Uses His Bible        Pr. Tim Wrenn 
 

*HYMN OF THE DAY       HYMN ELW 335 
Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross 
Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915; Music: William H. Doane, 1832-1915; Words and Music - © OCP 
Jesus, keep me near the cross, there’s a precious fountain; 
free to all, a healing stream flows from Calvary’s mountain. Refrain. 
 

Refrain: 
In the cross, in the cross be my glory ever; 
till my ransomed soul shall find rest beyond the river. 
 

Near the cross, a trembling soul, love and mercy found me; 
there the bright and morning star sheds its beams around me. Refrain. 
 

Near the cross! O lamb of God, bring its scenes before me; 
help me walk from day to day with its shadow over me.  Refrain. 
 

Near the cross I’ll watch and wait, hoping, trusting ever, 
till I reach the golden strand just beyond the river.  Refrain. 
 

*APOSTLES’ CREED: 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
   Creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
   born of the Virgin Mary,  
   suffered under Pontius Pilate,   
   was crucified, died, and was buried;   
   He descended to the dead.  
   On the third day He rose again;   
   He ascended into Heaven, 
   he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
   and He will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the holy catholic church, 
   the communion of saints,   
   the forgiveness of sins,   
   the resurrection of the body,   
   and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
P:  We pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 
A brief silence. 
 
P:  It is easier to resist and ignore corrective words than to examine why 
they might be needed. Make us receptive to your commands as a thirsty 
person to a cup of water; lead us in your way of life.  
God our guide, C:  Hear our prayer. 
 
P:  When it comes to your creation, we are much like the unfaithful 
stewards of the vineyard, O Lord. Forgive us for our greed, 
mismanagement and negligence, and empower those making strides in 
conserving and cherishing what remains. 
God our guide, C:  Hear our prayer. 
 
P:  As another spring begins to show its face, remind us of your promises:  
a ever new, ever emerging in the midst of a land that appeared dead. Plant 
and nurture the hope of your gospel within our hearts.  
God our guide, C:  Hear our prayer. 
 
P:  Remind us that where there has been harm, there can also be healing, 
especially for wounded souls. Comfort and empower those who suffer in 
any way this day, (especially…). God our guide, C:  Hear our prayer. 
 
P:  Even when our loved ones no longer share this earth with us, they are 
still a part of us within your great communion of saints. Bless and 
strengthen the bonds of all who call you Lord, both here and in heaven. 
God our guide, C:  Hear our prayer. 
 
P:  Gather our prayers and hold them in your grace, for the sake of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
*OFFERTORY PRAYER: 
We confess that we haven’t been the best stewards of your gifts, O 
Lord. Receive and bless these offerings as a sign of our gratitude to 
you and forgive us our shortcomings in managing your precious 
world. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 
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*THE LORD’S PRAYER:      
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,         
on earth as it is in heaven. 
 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses,   
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
   

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever, and ever. Amen. 
 
*BENEDICTION 
 

CLOSING HYMN      HYMN ELW 333                                           
Jesus Is a Rock in a Weary Land 
Text and music: African American spiritual 
Refrain: 
Jesus is a rock in a weary land, 
a weary land, a weary land; 
My Jesus is a rock in a weary land, 
a shelter in the time of storm. 
 

No one can do like Jesus, 
Not a mumbling word He said; 
He went walking down to Lazarus’ grave, 
And He raised him from the dead. Refrain. 
 

When Jesus was on earth, 
The flesh was very weak; 
He took a towel and girded himself, 
And washed his disciples feet. Refrain. 
 

Yonder comes my Savior, 
Him whom I love so well; 
He has the palm of victory, 
And the keys of death and hell. Refrain. 
               

Dismissal: 
P: Go in peace. Remember the poor.  C: Thanks be to God.  
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MEMBERS IN OUR ONGOING PRAYERS: 
Please inform us if you want your name added or taken off the ongoing prayers. 

Ruth Buehler, David Connelly, Nell Danielson, Bill and Sue Herbig, Ronnie 
Mahler, Jim Mitchell, Carol Prael, Scotty York, Cassandra Long, Sue 
Moseley, Bill Fiester, Sharon Koberg, Patrick Fallin, Barbara Wyman, 
Glenn McKenney, Vicky Carter, Vincent and Julia Leiyoole – members of 
CLC & missionaries in Kenya. 
 

Worship Attendance – March 8, 2020: 
8:45 am Worship       82 
11:00 am Worship   68 
Total in Attendance  150 
 
All CLC Events are currently canceled due to COVID-19 (Corona 
Virus). The Executive Committee will reassess on March 24th.  
Please check clcwestcobb.org for updates. 
 
We also have a NEW Remind Account to receive text messages from 

the church. Text the message @clcupd to the number 81010.   

(If the 81010 doesn’t work, text the message @clcupd to the number  
512-865-6403). Instructions are also on the church web site. 

STAFF 

Members of Christ Lutheran Church         Ministers 
Maxine Langford              Children’s Ministry Director 
Marianne Mabry (officemanager@clcwestcobb.org)           Office Manager 
Jean Fiester                                                                                    Organist 
Scotty York                  Choir Director 
Sandi Barrett                                                            Handbell Choir Director  
Rachel Reaves                          Intern Director of Children’s Music Ministry 
Bill VanDyke             Jazz Musician 
Doug Ponier               Jazz Musician 
Drew Lloyd                                                                            Jazz Musician 
Darlene Nugen                                                                                 Sexton  
Cristina Lopez                                                                 Nursery Attendant 
Shelby Cadwallader                                 Nursery Attendant 
Pastor Tim Wrenn                                        Pastor 
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