
 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy New Year! 
  

With a new year come new beginnings, as well as a chance to reflect on the past year.  

As a church family, we have so much to thank God for from 2016:  a vibrant and 

growing congregation, a wonderful new Pastor to lead us in spiritual growth, and a 

great group of members who have stepped forward to serve our church on our Council 

and committees.  

  

I hope you all have a chance to recognize and thank our outgoing Council Members & 

Officers (Russ Spears, Jill Spears, Kathy Dickens, Bill Fiester, and Charlie Brown) for their 

dedication to God, our church, and our mission.  A special thanks to Russ for leading us 

thru the last 2 years of significant change for our church, helping guide us to where we 

are today.  It is thru the active involvement of our members that our church family can 

accomplish so much to further our faith and our mission. 

  

So, as we enter 2017 together, I am very excited by what is ahead for us to grow 

together in Christ.  While we will continue to deliver on the experiences that you have 

said are most important to you, we want to hear from you regularly to know how we can 

improve.  We will work through our committees to find new and compelling 

opportunities for our members to become more involved as a church family and in our 

communities.  And we will build out a strategic vision for our congregation that will help 

guide us over the next several years.  

  

So as 2017 begins, I am humbled to be supporting all of you and working with such a 

great team of leaders.  We are building on a solid foundation, and doing it together as a 

family.  Here’s to a great 2017! 

  

God Bless, 

  

Mike Mahler, 2017 Church Council President 
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A Letter from Pastor Tim Wrenn 

 

Greetings, 

  

It’s that time of year again, a New Year!  I love this time of year because it 

seems that people really take to heart the old familiar song, Auld Lang 

Syne.  With a new year, we seem to get a new start, a fresh look at life.  We 

let the things of the past remain in the past and take the time to think and 

talk about the things of the future. 

  

In order to make sure our focus is on the future we like to create New 

Year’s resolutions: set some goals that we would like to accomplish this 

year, or maybe it’s finally that year where you get married, retire or 

graduate. Truly this is a time for us to be refreshed and renewed able to be 

excited and dream about the future. Sometimes you can even feel the 

pressure or stress of the past year lift away and you can say, “Ahh!” 

  

The Good News is that we do not have to wait until this time every year; we 

can receive this new start weekly, if not daily, through Christ’s work in this 

world.  In our weekly service, we start off the service by having confession 

and forgiveness.  This is a chance for us to confess the sins of the past 

week, day, or maybe few minutes.  Then we get a new start with the 

absolution.  If you are carrying around the guilt or shame of the things of 

the past, now you have given them to God and you are able to feel the 

relief from the pressure of the guilt or shame and be able to say, “Ahh!” 

  

As we start off the year, trust in the forgiveness that has been given in the 

absolution to you by Christ.  In that freedom, you will be able to realize the 

new start that you have every day, not every year. 

  

May God’s peace be with you throughout this New Year, 

  

Pastor Tim Wrenn 
 



Creating Spiritual Disciplines 

 
  

"Superficiality is the curse of our age…. The desperate need today is not for a greater 

number of intelligent people, or gifted people, but for deep people." 

-Richard Foster, "Celebration of Discipline" 
   
"The spiritual life is, first of all, a life. It is not merely something to be known and 

studied, it is to be lived." 
-Thomas Merton, "Thoughts in Solitude" 

   
"Everybody thinks of changing humanity and nobody thinks of changing [themselves]." 

    -Leo Tolstoy 
  
In this New Year, many of you might be thinking about making a resolution or goal 

oriented toward a spiritual discipline.  This can be manifested in several different ways, 

something simple like praying every day or a challenge such as reading through the 

Bible.   
  
Spiritual disciplines are wonderful ways to help us live into our faith even more.  They 

help us to be more aware of how God is working in our lives, the lives of others and in 

the world that is around us.   A spiritual discipline in and of itself does not produce 

change, but instead, it leads us to places where God can change us. 
  
There are also dangers when doing a spiritual discipline: one of the most common ones 

is becoming too strict and legalistic about the discipline.  This takes away the life-giving 

spiritual aspect and makes the discipline twisted and turned in on itself, which takes the 

blessing of the discipline away. 
  
Some of the ways to help avoid this danger might be to consider putting “check-in” 

times throughout the year.  These times help you to evaluate both where God has to 

lead you and if the discipline has become more of a burden than a blessing.  
  
If this is something that you decide to do this year, either by yourself or with a partner, 

consider asking God through the Holy Spirit to guide you to a discipline.  Truly God is at 

work in our lives and can help to lead you to places God has in mind for us. 
  
For more information, Pastor Tim would be happy to talk to you about spiritual 

disciplines. He would also recommend to you a classic book on this subject, “Celebration 

of Discipline” by Richard Foster. 



2017 Social Ministry December Programs 

 

As we start the New Year, we welcome in Betsey Ellingsen as your new council lead for 

Social Ministry. Please join me in welcoming her and supporting her in her new role 

which is at the heart of us living out our mission, to be the body of Christ in word and 

deed in West Cobb. 

 

I want to thank you for the privilege and pleasure of serving in this role over the last 

several years. And I want to thank you for all your generous support of our social 

ministry programs. Whenever there was a need, I was always able to find the resources 

and volunteers we needed. It was truly a pleasure to enjoy fellowship with so many of 

you while serving our community. 

 

Our monthly outreach programs will be continuing in the New Year. 

 

Cobb Street Monthly Dinner for homeless women and children is typically the second 

Saturday of the month. The schedule is still being coordinated and will be 

communicated via email to those on this subcommittee. All food items to be at the 

church by 4PM. (Contact: kathydickens@bellsouth.net)  

 

MUST hot lunch program for individuals in need of a daily meal will be on the fourth 

Wednesday of the month, January 25th. (Contacts: ritabuehner@bellsouth.net or 

kelly_mahler@att.net) 

 

MUST Food Pantry - Food pantry items delivered to MUST twice a month. (Contact: 

kmedwards@bellsouth.net) 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Kathy Dickens 

 

 



Church Announcements 

Undecorate from Advent Season: 

Please plan on coming to the church on Saturday, January 7th, at 9:00 to undecorate 

from Advent. Coffee, juice, and doughnuts will be provided. 

BRING IN THE NEW YEAR WITH MARTIN LUTHER: 

New Year’s Day this coming year falls on a Sunday.  Hard to get up that day?  You can 

sleep late into the morning and still get to our one 11:00 AM service.  With Pastor 

Wrenn away, we will have a special guest – Martin Luther!  With our own Prof. Mark 

Ellingsen as Luther’s mouthpiece, one of the first Reformer’s New Year’s Day 

sermons will be delivered, so timely a commemoration since 2017 is the 500th 

anniversary of the reformation.  Most who have read or heard Luther's sermons note 

that his 500-year old words are so timely.  But you’ll never know what he has to say to 

us today if you’re not there.  If the first Reformer can make it all the way from Germany, 

can’t you get out of bed Jan.1 for this stimulating educational and worship event?  See 

you there!        

New Member Party 

We are having a new member party and pizza with pastor on Saturday, January 21st at 

6:30 pm. If you’re interested in joining our church, please RSVP to church office at 770-

424-2850. 

New Member Luncheon 

Our next new member luncheon is on January 22nd, 2017. We will be welcoming our new 

members to church and also are holding a potluck lunch following the 11am service to 

welcome our new visitors. 

 

Men’s Retreat 

Save the date for our Men’s Retreat! Brothers, Bible Study and Brewery Tours Friday, 

January 27th to Sunday, January 29th.  Men’s Retreat is located at LutherRidge in 

Asheville, NC. The sign-up sheet is located in the Narthex. 

 



Witness/Evangelism Committee: 
 

January brings a new member pizza with the pastor and congregational potluck 

reception.  We are planning the pizza with the pastor for Saturday, January 21st, and the 

new member potluck reception for Sunday, January 22nd after the 11 o’clock service.  

God has continued to grow and bless us, and I am humbled at just how good he has 

been to us!  There were so many blessings given in 2016 that I cannot help but look 

forward to what 2017 will bring! 
  

Happy New Year! 

 

Unleashing Salt and Light, 

 

Tiffany (with Joe, Braden, and Evan’s help!) Sorrentino 

 

 
 

 

 

Fellowship Committee: 
 

It just doesn’t seem possible that 2017 is just around the corner- where has the time 

gone?? Our first annual Christmas party was a big success and I believe a good time was 

had by all that attended! I want to take this time to say a great BIG THANK YOU to Lisa 

Fallin for all the support and help she has been to me in organizing the Rome Braves 

game, the picnic, Fall Festival and our 1st annual Christmas party, I couldn’t have done it 

without your help.  Also, a thank you to one and all that provided desserts and help in 

cleaning up after our gatherings.  I look forward to 2017 and the events yet to be 

planned! I hope everyone has a very Blessed Christmas and Happy New Year! Stay safe 

out there! 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Lois and Lisa   

 



    

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Seminary Course Offered 

by the Interdenominational 

Theological Center in 

Partnership with the 

Lutheran Center 

 

Science and Religion: 

 Current Perspectives 
 

Science, technology and reason are 
often viewed as being at odds with 
theology and faith.  Careful study 
however indicates that rather than 
being enemies of faith and religion, 
modern science may actually 
strengthen faith and interest in 
religion.   Scientific disciplines and 
studies (esp. modern string theory, 
evolution, modern physics, biology 
and genetics for example) give fresh 
perspectives on God and eternal 
life.  This course will provide a 
historical perspective on the religion-
science dialogue and provide rich 
resources for doing theology and 
ethics in more effective, liberating, 
and intellectually compelling ways in 
an age where rapid change gives rise 
to even newer questions and where 
we are challenged on what to 
believe.    “Can the current practice 
of Christian theology and belief in 
God be complimentary and 
compatible with principles of 
science? How can we bring  the 
gospel to a world informed and 
empowered by science and 
technology- a  world still seeking and 
reaching out for meaning and deep 
relationships? 
 

 

One of the most important 

cultural shifts of the last 50 years 

is the rebuilding of a 

harmonious relationship 

between science and religion. 

 

Pastors, seminarians and 

congregational members are 

invited to audit this course. 

 

To register or for more 

information contact the registrar 

at 

404.527.7700  

 

Science & Faith at The ITC 

700 Martin Luther King Dr., NW 

Atlanta, GA 30314 

 


