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Forming a partnership
One of my favorite parts of March is the NCAA March Madness tournament. We
get to hear about teams around the country from schools we might not
know. There are matchups that seem like David and Goliath stories, and
there’s always the Cinderella bracket-busting team that most fans love to rally
behind and cheer for.
Another aspect of the great dance of March Madness is seeing these teams
work together to accomplish a task that they could not do alone. Even the best
player has a tough game and needs the team to get them to the next game.
This March we are taking our own church team, so to speak, to join with our
larger church team that is in Kenya, to accomplish a task together that we
could not do alone. Thanks to the generosity of so many in this congregation
we are able to bring along with us 100 Luci lights to give away. We will also
bring along pencils, soccer balls, and other fun ways to grow relationships in
Kenya.
We go to join with our teammates Vincent and Julia, who are already hard at
work over there every day. We continue to hear updates about the work they
are doing and they are doing amazing things. But together, we will be
stronger.
When we head over this March we are hoping to form a relationship that goes
much deeper with the people of Arsim. This means that the work that will be
done is going to look different than what we might think of as “typical”
missionary work. Our hope is to accompany the work that is already being
done there and see in what ways we can support in spreading the good news of
Jesus Christ and building up God’s creation.
The worst thing that could happen on this trip would be that it is our only

one. We are looking into the future to see ways in which our next groups will
continue the building of relationships. That means we need you to consider
coming on future trips.
As we head out March 7-16, I ask that you keep Sandi, Julie, Rita, Artie and
myself in your prayers. We continue to pray for the work of Julia and Vincent,
the people of Arsim and all the folks that we will cross on this journey. Our
hope is to have a forum to talk more about the experience on April 15th, and
we hope you can attend.
God’s Peace,
Pastor Tim

Worship Ministry
Soon those March winds will be blowing and hopefully blowing the Holy Spirit in
our direction. March is the time of Lent, preparing us for Holy Week at the end
of the month and then Easter coming in April. I hope you have been, will
continue to, or will begin attending the Lenten Dinners and Services on
Wednesday nights with dinner starting at 6 pm and service starting at 7 pm.
We have been hearing from our very own “actors” in the Lenten drama of the
People vs. Judas. Practice for the upcoming acts occurs right after the
Wednesday service. The adult choir is practicing after the service and young
ringers will be practicing before Lenten dinners. Adult bell choir is practicing on
Monday nights. Make sure you put in your order for a variety of flowers that
will be on the altar at Easter. Price will be $10 and the forms will be in the
bulletin. There is lots going on during March, so please participate as we
prepare for the Resurrection. God’s blessings to you during Lent!
Sue Burkhart

Budget & Finance:
2018 Year to Date Financial Summary (as of January 31, 2018)
Year to date income:
$23,567
Year to date expenses:
Year to date net income:

$26,780
$-3,213

Year to date expenses as a percent of annual budget: 9.5%
Checking/Money Market Balance: $94,048
Mission Investment Fund:
$20,134
Total Cash Balance
$114,181
Mortgage balance:

$135,228

Stewardship Ministry
Being a Good Steward
How easy it is to forget that God created the world we live in including us. Can
you take a moment to look around and find just one thing not generated by the
resources God has provided us? He gives us the air we breathe, the sun, the
water, the plants, the animals and anything else we need, He has provided for
us. He has given each of us different skills and gifts making each of us unique.
Being chair of the stewardship committee has been extremely educational for
me. I had to do some research only to find that stewards are mentioned quite
a bit throughout the bible. The basic message I have gotten about being a
good steward is that God has entrusted us with things here on earth and it is
our responsibility to do something with them. It is clear that we are only
temporary owners (stewards) and that God owns it all. From my own
experiences in life the decisions I made about money reflected who I was
serving at that time.
Matthew 6:24 “No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and
love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You
cannot serve both God and Money.”

I found that at the most Stingy or greedy moments of my life it was made clear
who my master was. As hard as I tried to convince myself it wasn’t true and
that I was still serving God. In the end, I realized my decisions were truly
made because of the financial impact rather than my faith in God. This is an
area I needed to grow in, and I suspect we all have some room to grow here.
As stewards, it is our responsibility to use what we have been given wisely.
Financially it is a tricky balance between not being wasteful and not living with
a poverty mindset. God is still working on me, and I think about the parable of
talents (Matthew 25:14-30) when I lose my focus. Even though this parable is
speaking of money, it can also be applied to the gifts and skills God has
entrusted us with.
What if, a gift or skill that God has given us is being wasted because of fear or
just plain old laziness. I see this as acting the same as the steward with one
talent did in the parable. The Master in the parable gave each steward a
different amount. Very much like the different skills and unique gifts we each
possess. God knows what he gave us to work with and He will see what we do
with it.
As I am learning to participate in the many opportunities Christ Lutheran
Church family has provided for me, I benefit in more ways than I could have
imagined. Sometimes it is just a simple conversation during a social gathering
that enlightens my world or a sense of accomplishment in being involved in a
community project. I pray for you to find just one thing that sparks your
interest happening around CLC and take the risk to get involved. Take the
opportunity to find peace in your life. “Be a good steward.”
Luke 12:48 “From everyone who has been given much, much will be
demanded; and from the one who has been entrusted with much, much more
will be asked.”
Watching God Work,
Artie Kappel

Fellowship Committee:
Nothing new to report this month - I look forward to our combined committee
meeting to discuss upcoming events and hope to have a better update in our
April newsletter.
Respectfully,
Lois Minta with the help of Lisa Fallin

Social Ministry:
The Social Ministry Committee will have met with others at the All Committee
Meeting on Thursday, Feb. 15th. Right now church members have received the
beautiful lanterns to fill up with coins for our Lenten Discipline to help the Out
of Darkness campaign. The Campaign fights the child sex trafficking
networks. You can turn in your collections starting on Easter Sunday. You can
keep the lanterns! I am going to turn in my collection in a baggy with our
name on it. Members will have participated in the Hunger Walk. We, along
with the Witness Committee, prepared the pasta night on 2/21. The MUST
Ministry collection for March will be boxes of cereal including oatmeal. If you
love to help, serve other people, come join our Committee. Next meeting is
Tuesday, March 13th at 7 PM.

Witness/Evangelism:
The Lenten Season will bring an increase in our visitors, and extending a warm
welcoming spirit will soon have them forgetting how cold it has been this
winter!
On April 28th at 5:30 we will be having a New Member Pizza with the Pastor,
and on April 29th we will welcome our new members with a Congregational
Potluck Reception after the 11 o’clock service. There are plenty of opportunities
to help in both big and small ways, so if you missed the All Committee Meeting,
and want to be a part of welcoming CLC’s visitors let me know.
Unleashing Salt and Light,
Tiffany (with Joe, Braden, and Evan’s help!) Sorrentino
Romans 15:7 – Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you,

for the glory of God.

Christian Education at CLC:

Learning in God’s love during Lent

Lots of opportunities for learning and growing in God’s love during the Lenten
season here at CLC!!! Please stop by our Christian Education bulletin board
where you can find information on cultivating relationships during the season of
Lent for adults and children alike. Also, if you have a child that has not
received a Lenten devotional please be sure to grab one from the welcome
center just outside the Sanctuary. You will also find information about Youth
Summer Camps through Lutheridge, Lutherock, Luthersprings, and
Lutheranch! Please check those out, they even have camps/programs for
children as young as 1st grade!! We had a fantastic meeting with our Middle
School/High School parents to discuss some faith building outings and more
service opportunities, we will continue to use this information to hone in on
more ways to have the youth at CLC connect/serve with each other and the
surrounding community! Our Sunday School kids offered beautiful songs of
praise at both services in February! We are hoping to sing again very
soon!!! Noisy, Noisy, Noisy! We took our 1st Noisy offering during the month
of February to purchase supplies and treats for the Sunday School in
Kenya. Our Missions team will be taking those treats and supplies with them
on their journey to Kenya this month.
Looking forward: Please plan on hopping in and attending our annual Easter
Egg Hunt on Easter Sunday, April 1st at 9:45 a.m.
A giant THANK YOU to the congregation for your support of our growing CLC
Christian Education Ministry!!
This year’s Hunger Walk is scheduled for Sunday, February 25th at the Georgia
World Congress Center at 2:00 PM. We will meet after the 11:00 service in the
church parking lot, and carpool to the event. The Hunger Walk/Run benefits six
local hunger relief organizations that operate and support hundreds of food
pantries, shelters, community kitchens, senior centers and child care centers
across metro Atlanta and north Georgia. We are designating our proceeds to
Lutheran Services of Georgia.
This year we are forming a single team to represent CLC

(“Christ Lutheran Church West Cobb”). Please register to join our team
(or donate online) at HungerWalkRun.org.
We appreciate all the support from the CLC congregation to help give back to
our community, in both West Cobb and greater Atlanta!

Lenten Supper and Worship Schedule:
Our Church Council Committees are sponsoring a dinner each week during the
Lent Season. Our Lenten Worship Service begins at 7:00 pm. During Lent
Season will be discussing The People vs. Judas Iscariot worship and drama
series during each worship service.
March 7th at 6:00 pm – Soup Night Sponsored by Worship and Fellowship
Committees
March 14th at 6:00 pm - Pizza Night Sponsored by Council and Christian
Education Committees
March 21st at 6:00 pm - Chili Night Sponsored by Property and Stewardship
Committees
Holy Week 2017
Palm Sunday Holy Communion with Palms –
Sunday, March 25th
Maundy Thursday with Holy Communion –
Thursday, March 29th at 7:00 pm
Good Friday – Service of Shadows –
Friday, March 30th at 7:30 pm

The Resurrection of Our Lord
Sunrise Communion Service at Kennesaw Memorial Park
Sunday, April 1st at 7:00 am
Easter Holy Communion – Sunday, April 1st at 8:45 a.m.

Easter Egg Hunt – Sunday, April 1st at 9:45 a.m.
Easter Holy Communion – Sunday, April 1st at 11:00 a.m.
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