
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 You are a theologian. Let’s understand that from the start. Theologians 
aren’t just people who study “theology” in an academic setting. A theologian is 
anyone who looks at the world and tries to make sense of it. A theologian is an-
yone who has thoughts about God [the word meaning “the study of God”]. So 
the question is not “Are you a theologian?” The question is, “What kind of theo-
logian are you?” 

 Luther placed all theologians into one of two categories: the theologian of the cross and the 
theologian of glory. The one, Luther claimed, is a true theologian. The other doesn’t even deserve 
the title. 
 A theologian of glory can’t overcome the human definition of things. Take, for example, the 
word “Power”. According to Merriam-Webster online, “power” is “possession of control, authority, or 
influence over others.” That’s how most people, including the theologian of glory, would define that 
word. What place, then, does the cross have in the worldview of the theologian of glory? The theolo-
gian of glory looks at the crucified Jesus and sees weakness and impotence. The cross is “a stum-
bling block” and “folly”. What man/woman-of-the-world would put their trust in a dead criminal? 
 The theologian of the cross, however, sees the cross and there sees true power – the power 
of God. He trusts that God works through “weakness” and “impotence” to accomplish His purpose. 
He doesn’t use the strong or the mighty. They are the ones He casts down from their thrones. In-
stead, He chooses what the world considers feeble – a shepherd boy to lead His people, a virgin to 
bear His Son. He chose the cross as His instrument of power to defeat sin and death. To the theolo-
gian of glory it is foolishness; to the theologian of the cross, the “wisdom of God.” 
 The theologian of the cross abandons the “worldly” way of thinking and adopts as true what 
God declares to be true. She sees the cross and sees God’s power. She knows her own sin and yet 
claims to be holy because God has said so. She looks at bread and wine and declares that they are 
the body and blood of Jesus because Jesus said they were. She looks at the fallenness of the world 
and proclaims that “Jesus is Lord”. 
 In short, the theologian of glory looks for heaven here and now and expects God to bring it. 
The theologian of the cross expects the cross and suffering here and now and trusts that God is 
working through it. He doesn’t know how or claim to know how. He doesn’t ask for evidence or re-
sults. He simply trusts that it is so because God has said so. 
 So which are you? Do you expect God to solve all your problems in life? Do you demand that 
He give you happiness and make your life better here and now? Then you are a theologian of glory. 
Do you expect suffering because this is a sinful, fallen world? Do you trust in God in the midst of the 
pain, clinging to Him and His promise of Resurrection? Then you are a theologian of the cross and 
as such, a theologian indeed! 
 Remember, you are a theologian. But we all need continual training as theologians, as disci-
ples, lest we forget the power of the cross and fall from faith. So, again, I urge you – come to Bible 
Study! I’m not saying this because it’s my “hobby horse.” I’m saying this because Jesus said to “learn 
from [Him].” So, come and learn from Him! Learn to be a theologian of the cross. Continue your disci-
pleship training! 
 

Grace and Peace, 
 
 

Rev. Martin Dressler 

The Milford Lutheran 
The Voice of Christ Lutheran Church 
 

“My sheep listen to My voice; I know them, and they follow Me.” 
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Congratulations to those celebrating 
birthdays in May: 

 
  3 Patricia Chipps  12 Dorothy Kuenle 
  3 Chris Herron  13 Kim Roeske 
  3 Hunter Trent  15 Megan Wallace 
  5 James Kotas  16 Shelly Davidson 
  5 Kayla Kotas  16 Kelly Vereecke 
  5 Sharie Mackalski  18 Karen Hill 
  6 Amani Roeske  18 Shawn Mortensen 
  7 John Carlton  18 Cindi Suidan 
  7 George Joerin  18 Richard Wolfram 
  7 Thomas McPhail  19 Jaedyn Johnson 
  8 Sierra Avendt  20 Alex Fust 
  8 Titus Dressler  21 Alexa Dent 
  8 Wendy Valko  22 Bryan Ugo 
  9 Michael Clark  24 Veronica Belczynski 
  9 Trudi Ellwart  24 Jocelyn Pierce 
  9 Justin Kollien  26 Chuck Mitchell 
  9 Todd Roeske  Jack Dalzochio 
10 Barb Baker   29 Jonathon Rabedeau 
10 Cashelmara Steffens 30 Mike Mathis 
10 Tim Stephens 

Congratulations to those celebrat-
ing anniversaries in May: 
 
Dean & Debra Weir    5-01-1982 
John & Sandy Peterson   5-03-1958 
David & Patricia Chipps   5-04-1968 
Bill & Shelly Davidson    5-04-1996 
Richard & Judy Wolfram   5-12-1973 
Bill & Joelyn Gaston    5-15-1954 
Tim & Shayla Verkerke   5-15-1999 
John & Ruth Carlton    5-17-1985 
Robert & Trudi Ellwart    5-19-1984 
Mark & Cindy Hosbach   5-20-1978 
Scott & Jennie Beam    5-24-1986 
David & Michele Kramer   5-25-1991 
Jim & Diana Colling    5-29-1954 

Please remember in prayer the  following 
who have been ill this past month: 

 

    Members  

Jeff Kleckner   Jean Clark      
George & Bonnie Joerin Dorothy Brown Lin-
da Fauls   Jim & Diana Colling 
Cynthia Dent   Carole Ott 
Elaine Gasperich  David Chipps     
Mary Abbas   Suzy Robison 
Elaine Gasprich  
   

Non-Members 

David Riggs   Carol Colling  
Jason Klees   Rita Curry  
Kathy Lehman   Steve Cox 
Cliff Rajala  
       
Please Note—We have updated our prayer list. 
Non-members will be removed after one month. 
Please call the church office to have them remain 
on the list, 248-684-0895. Thank you. 

Please continue to pray for 
those serving our country,   
especially: 
 

Eric Sebring     stepson of Wayne Bostick 
James Titus  grandson of Barb Baker 
Jacob DeRosa relative of Evelyn & Robbie 
   Reis 
Chris Ferrell     grandson of G. & D. Brown 
James Rockrohr son of Rev. Carl & Deborah  
   Rockrohr 
Miranda Coffman granddaughter of Jean 
   Wass 
Michael Beam             member & son of Scott & 
   Jennie Beam 
Nick Wolfe  grandson of Joe & Linda 
   Wolfe and Mary Abbas 

Congratulations to 
David & Michele Kramer  
celebrating their 25th wedding   
anniversary on May 25, 2016 
 
May the Lord continue to bless you both with His 
love & care! 

Our Heartfelt Christian Sympathy 
to John & Ruth Carlton and fami-
ly at the passing of John’s mother, 
Katherine, on April 2nd and to 

Carole Drach and family at the passing of her 
dear husband and our dear friend, George, on 
April 7th. George was a member of our church 
family for many years and will be sorely missed. 
May both these families find comfort in knowing 
their loved one is with their Lord in a beautiful 
heaven and that your church family is praying for 
you and grieving with you at this time.  



 

 
 
 

Elections are Coming Up in June 
 

Dear Members, 
It’s your church! The Nominating Committee 
has been approved by the Voters and has be-
gun their task of securing candidates for our 
officers and administrative boards.  If you 
would like to be included, just place your name 
on the sign-up sheet in the narthex.  (If you 
are returning to a board, your board chair 
should have already contacted you and added 
your name.)  The Committee will contact you 
to verify your intention prior to the election in 
June.  If you know of someone who would be 
a good candidate for a board, please encour-
age them to sign up, or submit their name to 
the Committee (Scott Beam, Lou Rabedeau, 
Angie Ugo, Pam Deroo, Micki Schaefer) and 
we will follow up.  New officers and board 
members start on July 1st and serve two year 
terms.  If you have any questions regarding 
our election procedure, contact Scott 
Beam.  Please prayerfully consider giving of 
your time and talent to help further the spread 
of Christ’s Word through your church.  

Voters to Vote on Bylaw Change at 
May 15 Voters Meeting                                

 
A bylaw change was submitted for considera-
tion and was discussed at the March 6 voters 
meeting, and will now be voted upon at next 
voters meeting, on Sunday the May 15.   It 
would change a sentence on page 23 of the 
bylaws from: "The Director of the Stewardship 
Board shall appoint a Financial Secretary 
from among those men elected to the 
Board"  to  "The Director of the Stewardship 
Board shall appoint a Financial Secretary 
from among the voting membership of the 
congregation." 
 
This change would not affect our current     
Financial Secretary, but it would provide for a 
larger number of people to be considered in 
choosing any future Financial Secretary. 

Empty Bowl Project 
 

A very hearty thank-you to all 
who participated in the suc-
cessful Bowl-Painting Party we 
held at Christ Lutheran for 
Community Sharing. It was a 

fun-filled night, and we raised almost $400.00, 
which will help to stock the Community Shar-
ing pantry to feed our neighbors in need in the 
communities of Highland, Milford and two mo-
bile home parks in Wixom. We painted 26 
bowls, and all of us look forward to filling them 
with delicious soup at the Empty Bowl event 
on May 15, 2016 at Baker's of  Milford. For 
more information, go to  www.community-
sharing.org. 
 

Thank you for being a blessing to others,  
Barb Brennan 

Thrivent to Give Talk on "Savvy Social Security Planning" 
 

Cathy Gateman and Darren VanHevel from Thrivent Insurance will give a free 1 hour talk, titled 
"SAVVY SOCIAL SECURITY PLANNING" in the Parlor in May.  The talk should be valuable for 
those in retirement or planning for retirement. 
 
Three identical 1 hour sessions are planned:   
Sat May 21 at 10:00am, Tues May 24 at 5:00 pm and Tues May 24 at 7:00pm. 
 
You can call Sally Miller at Thrivent 734-369-3178 and register directly, or you can ask Bob Peters 
on our Stewardship Board to call in your registration for you.  Refreshments will be served. 

On Sunday, April 10th, we wel-
comed Abel William Calkins 
into our Christ Lutheran family by 
baptism. Abel’s parents are Bran-
don & Ashley Calkins. His spon-
sors are Ryan & Katie Smith. 

Proud grandparents are Mike & Anna Clark and 
great-grandma, Dorothy Kuehnle. Blessings on 
this new little lamb of Jesus. 
 
On Sunday, April 17th, we welcomed Shilah 
Moon Bialczak & Kai Anthony Bialczak into the 
church by baptism. Their parents are Jonathan & 
Holly Bialczak. Sponsors for Shilah are Heather & 
Erick Swanson. Sponsors for Kai are Melissa & 
John Marek. Blessings on these two little lambs 
of Jesus. 



The Community Sharing 
Offering will take place on 
May 8th. If you would like to 
participate, please drop your 
spare change in the pots as 
you leave church. This mon-

ey will be given to Community Sharing to 
purchase food for those in need in our lo-
cal community. 

Worship for Shut-Ins 
 

If you are unable to attend church and 
would like to listen to worship services on 
Sunday mornings, here is some info for 
you: 
 

The Lutheran Hour on the radio at WAAM 
1600 AM, Sunday mornings at 12:30pm. 
 

Worship for Shut-Ins through Lutheran 
Ministries Media, Inc. on Direct TV chan-
nel 377, Detroit area WDWD-CA18 or an-
ytime on-line at  
worshipforshutins.org. 
 

DVD’s of the worship service are avail-
able each week for shut-ins. Please 
contact the church office at 248-684-
0895 if you would like to  receive a 
DVD. Thank you. ALSO, 
sermons can be seen on the Christ    
Lutheran web site at http://www.christ-
lutheran-milford.org. 

The Women’s Lunch will 
take place on May 10th at 
Comeback Inn. We meet at 
12noon and all women of 
the church are invited to join 
us. Thanks! 

Meals on Wheels will be 
delivered May 9—13. If 
you can help out with the 
delivery of these meals, 

please sign up on the bulletin board in 
the Narthex. If you have questions 
about Meals on Wheels or would like to 
know more about it, please contact Lori 
Strong at 810-441-4791.  

LWML May 2016 News  
 

Our next meeting on Wednesday 
May 18th will start with a potluck 
lunch at 12:30 p.m. This is the 
last meeting until fall. 
We will be planning our annual 

Rummage Sale to be held here in June. The Rum-
mage Sale is our main fundraiser of each year. 
Proceeds will fund various local missions and 
church projects. Please start setting aside any gen-
tly used household items, or clothing. Other items 
we accept are tools, small appliances (no TV’s or 
computers), books, toys, baby items, small furniture 
items, etc.  
All ladies of the church are welcome! Hope to see 
you there. 

Huron Valley Community Chorus 
presents 

 

“A Musical Celebration” 
 

May 1, 2016 at 4:00pm 
 

Faith Lutheran Church 
3501 E. Highland Rd. Highland, MI 48356 

 

$5.00 per person 
Children 8th grade 7 younger are Free 

 

Get more info at HVCommChorus.com 

Please Consider Mowing Duty                  

Needed approximately once a month. Sign-up 
sheet in the Narthex. Questions? Please contact 

Gary Johnson. Thanks!   



Those Serving In May 2016 

Elders: 
      
 Sunday 8:30am     11:00am     
   1  Scott Beam/Ron Balsley   Ron Balsley/Scott Beam 
   8  Jeff Kleckner     Chris Herron 
 15  Dan Fosmer/Jens Loemker   Jens Loemker/Dan Fosmer 
 22  Scott DeRoo     Ken Lindberg 
 
 Sunday 9:30am    
 29  Tom Hochthanner 
        
Ushers: 
  
 Sunday 8:30am     11:00am     
   1  John Musser/Jacob Turnbow   Tim & Holly Kozak 
   8  Judy Johnson/Lori Strong   Jeff, Leslie & Matt Toepfer 
 15  Ralph & Marilyn Scherler   Gary & Carol Johnson 
 22  Tom & Pat Hochthanner   Youth 
 
 Sunday 9:30am    
 29  Tim & Kent Barlow 
      
Greeters: 
 
 Sunday 8:30am     11:00am     
   1  John & Ruth Carlton    Gary & Carol Johnson 
   8  Mark & Cindy Hosbach   Bruce & Gail Bordt 
 15  Bob & Sharon Hengtgen   Lon & Carole Pratt 
 22  George Joerin/Ken Gmelin   Youth 
 
 Sunday 9:30am    
 29  Judy Johnson/Lori Strong 
 
    
Acolytes: 
 
 Sunday 8:30am     11:00am     
   1  Bryan Ugo/Lorelei Priess   Olga Loemker/Maggie Brazier 
   8  Ava Robison/Kayla Kotas   Colin Lowe/Need a Volunteer 
 15  Ava Robison/Nathan Herron   Olga Loemker/Alexis Hale 
 22  Erika Lindberg/Need a Volunteer  Katelyn Rambo/Colin Lowe 
 
 Sunday 9:30am    
 29  Bryan Ugo/Need a Volunteer  
 
  
        
          
Altar Duty: 
 
Pat Fletcher  248-887-9449 
Carol Johnson  248-685-0200 
 



Preschool News  
 

The school year is going by so quickly, it is hard to believe! I have seen so 
many changes in the children over the last several months, it is very grati-
fying. The three year olds have completed their shapes, colors and now 
their numbers through ten. They have also become great friends and have 
really learned about taking turns and waiting until it is their turn (which is 
even hard for some adults!) The four year olds are finished with the alpha-
bet! They have done a wonderful job writing the upper and lower case let-
ters and learning the sounds the letters make. They have also finished 
learning all about the body by learning about the heart, lungs, liver, stom-
ach, intestines and the kidneys. We are learning some songs for our moth-
ers for the Mother’s Day Tea in May. I think it is going to be a wonderful 
day full of surprises. The children are very excited to surprise their mom’s. 
 

 
Pre-K News 

 
We are finished with the alphabet!  The children have come such a long 
way since September! It is such a joy to be with them every day.  They 
have been eagerly watching the caterpillars and can’t wait to watch them 
make the pupas and then turn into painted lady butterflies.  We are busy 
making our spring time projects of rainbows and clouds, raindrops and 
umbrellas plus we are starting to make our Mother’s Day projects. Trina 
Kleckner will be coming in to tell and show us how to make paper for Earth 
Day. She always does a wonderful job and the children love it! We will be 
learning how important it is to take care of the Earth that God has given 
us! We are looking forward to going to the Real Life Farm where the chil-
dren can ride a horse, milk a cow, bottle feed baby animals and so much 
more! We will then end the school year with Graduation and a picnic, what 
a wonderful year we have had!! 
 
In His Service, 
 
Pam Best 
 



 
Sunday Summer Service time 
will begin on May 29th when we 
will have one service at 9:30am. 
On Monday, June 5th, we will 
begin our evening worship at 
7:00pm.  

May 22nd @ 11:00am 

Invite your friends & family to this  
celebration service that will include  
special musical selections by the  

Sunday School & Day School children. 
 

Please join in fellowship after the service 
for these fun activities! 

 
Picnic  

Bounce House 
Games 

Dunk Tank 

!!! Attention Graduates !!! 
 

If you will be graduating from high 
school or college this year, please 
send a little information about your 
plans and what school you are 
graduating from along with a pic-

ture to the church office so this information can be 
placed in the June newsletter. (Pictures can be 
emailed as an attachment to christ-lutheran-
milford@comcast.net. This is the best way for us to 
receive the photo.) Otherwise, a wallet size photo 
can be brought to the office and will be returned to 
you.)  
 

The deadline to receive this information is  
May 16th !!! 

“To be called to a life of extraordinary quality, to 
live up to it, and yet to be unconscious of it is in-
deed a narrow way. To confess and testify to the 
truth as it is in Jesus, and at the same time to love 
the enemies of that truth, his enemies and ours, 
and to love them with the infinite love of Jesus 
Christ, is indeed a narrow way. To believe the 
promise of Jesus that his followers shall possess 
the earth, and at the same time to face our ene-
mies unarmed and defenseless, preferring to incur 
injustice rather than to do wrong ourselves, is in-
deed a narrow way. To see the weakness and 
wrong in others, and at the same time refrain from 
judging them; to deliver the gospel message with-
out casting pearls before swine, is indeed a narrow 
way. The way is unutterably hard, and at every 
moment we are in danger of straying from it. If we 
regard this way as one we follow in obedience to 
an external command, if we are afraid of ourselves 
all the time, it is indeed an impossible way. But if 
we behold Jesus Christ going on before step by 
step, we shall not go astray.”  
― Dietrich Bonhoeffer, The Cost of Discipleship 

"…In the same way, when I think                               
of a soldier fulfilling his office by                             
punishing the wicked, killing the                          
wicked, and creating so much                                 
misery, it seems an un-Christian                                 
work completely contrary to                               
Christian love. But when I think                                 
of how it protects the good and                          
keeps and preserves wife and                             
child, house and farm, property, and honor and 
peace, then I see how precious and godly this 
work is; and I observe that it amputates a leg or 
a hand, so that the whole body may not perish…
The office of the sword is in itself right and is a 
divine and useful ordinance, which God does not 
want us to despise, but to fear, honor, and obey, 
under penalty of punishment, as St. Paul says in 
Romans 13 [:1-5]…"                                         
Luther, Whether Soldiers to Can Be Saved 

 
A special thank you to all the  

veterans in our congregation for your  
service to our country.  

God bless you!!! 



Supper of Saints (SoS) 
 
 

Get ready, Ladies and Gentlemen! 
 

We are fast approaching our very first Supper of Saints (SoS)!!!  
Every 5th Sunday of the month, we will meet together as a congregation 
for one service (at 9:30). After that, we will join together in the fellowship 

hall for a potluck! Now, in order to make sure we have a good variety, food 
groups will be assigned alphabetically by last name. Please see below for 
assignments. Mark May 29 on your calendar and look forward to joining 

your fellow saints for some food and fellowship!  
 

 
Potluck Menu Contributions 

 
A—E: Main Course (casserole, lasagna, meat, etc.) 
 
F—J: Vegetables 
 
K—O: Fruit 
 
P—T: Salad (lettuce, potato, macaroni, spinach, etc.) 
 
U—Z: Dessert 
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A Mother’s Prayer 
 
 

    
  
 

 
Dear Lord, thank you for the blessings of my children. Help me rely on you for guidance, 
patience and even-temperedness throughout my days.  
 
I want my children to love you, worship you and serve you as best they can. Grant me 
the wisdom to know how to influence them to live godly lives. Prevent me from provok-
ing my children to anger and from manipulating or nagging them.  
 
Fill our household with abiding love and respect, and help us all be united in purpose to 
do your will. In the name of Christ our Lord. Amen. 


