
January 2016 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3Communion Sunday 

8:30am E-1,4 U-A 
9:45am S.S., Adult Bible 
Study, 5/6 Catechesis  
11:00am E-4,1 U-B 
12:30pm New Member Cl. 

4 

1:00pm Prayer Shawl 
Ministry in Parlor 
6:30pm Confirmation 
Class—Parlor 

 

5 

9:00am Quilters in Parlor 
7-8:15pm God Space in 
Parlor 

6 

7:00pm Choir Rehearsal 

7 

6:30pm Board of Elders in 
Parlor 

8 

6:00pm  
Take Down  
Christmas  
Decorations 

9 

10 

8:30am E-7, U-C 
9:45am S.S., Adult Bible 
Study, 5/6 Catechesis  
11:00am E-6, U-D 
12:30pm New Member Cl. 

11 

1:00pm Prayer Shawl 
Ministry in Parlor 
6:30pm Confirmation 
Class—Parlor 
7:00pm BOCE 

12 

9:00am Quilters in Parlor 
7-8:15pm God Space in  
Sanctuary 
7:00pm Board of Steward-
ship in Parlor 

13 

7:00pm Choir Rehearsal 

14 

6:30pm Board of 
Christian Day School in 
Parlor 

15 16 

10:00am Puppet Practice 
in F.H. 

17 Life Sunday/Communion 

8:30am E-9,11 U-F 
9:45am S.S., Adult Bible 
Study, 5/6 Catechesis  
11:00am E-11,9 U-I 
12:30pm New Member Cl. 
12:30pm Church Council 

18 

1:00pm Prayer Shawl 
Ministry in Parlor 
NO Confirmation Class 
 

19 

9:00am Quilters in Parlor 
7-8:15pm God Space in 
Parlor 

20 

7:00pm Choir Rehearsal 
7:00pm Women’s Bible 
Study in Parlor 

21 

10:00am Women’s Bible 
Study in Parlor 

22 23 

24 

8:30am E-3, U-G 
9:45am S.S., Adult Bible 
Study, 5/6 Catechesis  
11:00am E-8, U-K 
12:30pm New Member Cl. 

251:00pm Prayer Shawl 

Ministry in Parlor 
6:30pm Confirmation 
Class—Parlor 
6:30-8pm School Open 
House 

26 

9:00am Quilters in Parlor 
7-8:15pm God Space in 
Parlor 
 

27 

7:00pm Choir Rehearsal 
7:00pm Women’s Bible 
Study in Parlor 

28 

10:00am Women’s Bible 
Study in Parlor 

 

 

29 30 

31 

8:30am E-5, U-C 
9:45am S.S., Adult Bible 
Study, 5/6 Catechesis  
11:00am E-1, U-M 
12:30pm New Member Cl. 

      



Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

 Happy New Year! Welcome to 2016 – a year that will be filled with opportu-
nities to see God’s hand at work. If you’re like most people, you’ve come up with 
some kind of a resolution for self-improvement. The most popular resolutions in 
the US are all about health – weight loss, diet, exercise, quitting smoking. Those 
are all excellent ideas and worthwhile. But they deal only with bodily health. What 
about spiritual health? 

 

 St. Paul once wrote this to Timothy, his protégé: “Rather train yourself for godliness; for 
while bodily training is of some value, godliness is of value in every way, as it holds promise for the 
present life and also for the life to come.” Surprisingly, this quote never quite makes the cut for the 
inspirational sayings board at my gym. Squats and crunches are great, but their benefit lasts only 
for a few years. Time spent in devotion and reading God’s Word, on the other hand, that lasts a 
lifetime and longer! 
 

 This year, make a resolution to do devotions. If your family lives with you, have family devo-
tions. If you live alone, do them by yourself or find a friend you can call or meet with for a while. 
The benefit for yourself and for your loved ones will be tremendous! 
 

 Firstly, as you bring your prayers before God, you’ll get to know your family better. You’ll 
discover each other’s hopes and fears and struggles and you’ll find ways to bear one another’s 
burdens. It will bring your family closer together. Secondly, time in the morning with God’s Word 
sets the tenor for the rest of the day. In stressful situations at home and at work, you’ll remember 
that God is God, and you are not. You’ll remember that your loving God is in control. Finally, you’ll 
be drawn closer to your Lord. As you read His Word, the Holy Spirit will strengthen your faith and 
form you into the person God wants you to be. 
 

 Make 2016 the year you commit to receiving God’s gifts daily! You have nothing to lose and 
so much to gain. Make this resolution for yourself and for your family. God will work in you in ways 
you haven’t even imagined. 
 

 Finding a good resource can be difficult, so on the back side of this page, I’ve listed several 
options for you. Some of them are online, some are in print form. By no means is this an exhaus-
tive list, but it’s a great place to start. 
 

 God bless you with strengthened faith and renewed vigor to follow His will in 2016! 
 

Peace in Christ, 
 

 

Rev. Dressler 

The Milford Lutheran 

The Voice of Christ Lutheran Church 
 

“My sheep listen to My voice; I know them, and they follow Me.” 
 

Volume 23 Issue 1                       January 2016 



Congratulations to those celebrating 

birthdays in January: 

 

  2 Sandy Peterson  20 Pat Hochthanner 
  4 Amy Carlton  20 Laurie Mathis 

  4 Mark Stephens III  22 Scott Cazabon 

  5 Diem Stockmeyer  23 Carol Pratt 
  5 Sarah Turner  24 Joyce Kemp 

  5 Chuck Vereecke  24 Matt Toepfer 
  7 Lynette Groening  25 Debra Weir 
  8 Nathan Herron  26 Joel Kuehnle 

10 Zach Feltner  26 Donna Neirinck 

11 Marie Peters  26 MyKenna Pattison 

11 Lou Rabedeau  26 Karen Sumner 
12 Nick Lowe   26 Cathy Veit 
12 Mike Weir   27 Larry Clark 

16 Brianna Young  28 Alexa Avendt 
18 Christine Kerster  29 Ruth Carlton 

18 Cindy McPhail  29 Karen Stewart 
18 Suzanne Pietsch  30 Nancy Schneider 
19 Roger Watkins  31 Emma Dalzochio 

19 Marian Wilson  31 Colin Hale 

Congratulations to those celebrat-

ing anniversaries in January: 

 

Jeff & Eileen Wadley    1-03-1998 

Al & Helen Fust    1-20-1962 

George & Carole Drach   1-31-1959

Please remember in prayer the  following 

who have been ill this past month: 
 

    Members  

Jeff Kleckner   Ralph Scherler   
George & Bonnie Joerin Jim Colling  
Dorothy Brown  Linda Fauls 

Jim Colling   Chuck Feltner  
Helen Korzek     Cynthia Dent 
Carole Ott   Nicholas Turnbow 

Christopher Turnbow  

Non-Members 

Mindy Joerin   Jim Colling, Jr.   
Dylan Martin   Tom 

Brady Cullen   Cody Reffit 
Phil Cook II   Mariah Cherem 

Jennifer Theisen  Pastor Grafe 

Bobbie Carpenter  Jason Golnick 

Caitlin R. 
       

Please Note—We have updated our prayer list. 
Non-members will be removed after one month. 
Please call the church office to have them remain 
on the list, 248-684-0895. Thank you. 

 

Please continue to pray for 

those serving our country, es-

pecially: 

 

Eric Sebring     stepson of Wayne Bostick 

Luke Loskutoff     grandson of Barb Baker 
Jacob DeRosa relative of Evelyn & Robbie 
   Reis 

Chris Ferrell     grandson of G. & D. Brown 

James Rockrohr son of Rev. Carl & Deborah  
   Rockrohr 
Miranda Coffman granddaughter of Jean 
   Wass 

Michael Beam             member & son of Scott & 
   Jennie Beam 

Nick Wolfe  grandson of Joe & Linda 

   Wolfe and Mary Abbas 

Congratulations to Jacob & 
Christine Turnbow at the birth of 
their twin sons Christopher and 

Nicholas on December 14th. At 
print time, the babies are still in the 
hospital, so please keep them in 
your prayers to get stronger each day and to be 
able to come home soon. Thank you! WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY OF  

PAUL’S BOOK TO  
THE ROMANS  

 

Resumes January 20th.  No 
need to sign up. Just come. We 
meet Wednesday night at 7pm & 
Thursday morning at 10am in 
the parlor. 
 

We are studying Romans by N.T. Wright. 
Contact Amy Rasmussen at 248-887-9752 

 

Meeting Dates: 
Wednesday January 20 & Thursday January 21 

Chapter 10 Romans 8:18-39 

 

Wednesday January 27 & Thursday January 28 

Chapter 11 Romans 9:1-29 

 

Wednesday February 3 & Thursday February 4 

Chapter 12 Romans 9:30-10:21 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ladies,  
 

Thanks to all who helped out at 
St. Paul’s Pontiac in December by 
sponsoring a family at Christmas. 
The gifts were truly a blessing to 
those in need.  
 

There will be no meeting in Jan-
uary. However please plan to at-
tend our next meeting on Febru-
ary 3. It will be a ‘Valentine Tea’ 
luncheon at 12:30 p.m. We will 
be planning our Valentine Bake 
Sale for Sunday, February 14th. 
Look for further details in the late 
January bulletins.  
 

Thank You! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MITTEN TREE UPDATE 

 

Thanks to all who participated in the Mitten Tree.  
We collected 35 hats, 69 gloves & mittens, 13 
sets and one scarf. The children and adults at 
Wellspring Lutheran Services thank you also.  We 
thank Ralph and Marilyn Scherler for transporting 
these special items to the Farmington Hills office.  
 

The Mitten Tree was redecorated by the students 
from our church school.  Check out their lovely art 
work showing their love for Baby Jesus.  

 

SAVE THE DATE: 
JANUARY 8, FRIDAY, AT 6:00PM 

 

TO TAKE DOWN CHRISTMAS 
DECORATIONS 

 

It will not take long to put away everything for an-
other year, IF we have many willing workers.  Plan 
to join in on this event for fun and fellowship.  Any 
questions, call Marilyn Scherler at 810-227-6086.     

THE CHRISTMAS DECORATING COMMITTEE WISHES TO THANK: 
 

ALL  who came to the Church Decorating Partly and helped to make our 
church lovely for the birthday of our Dear Savior.  Approximately 30+ members 
enjoyed the fellowship and work. 
 

The Parish Fellowship Committee who served a delicious pasta dinner with 
lots of goodies:  Micki Schaefer, Carol Johnson and Mary Abbas. 
 

All members who purchased red poinsettias for added beauty on Christmas Eve. 
 

All members who contributed to the two new artificial  Christmas trees, pre lit, 9ft., 
gracing the chancel. 
 

The Church Decorating Committee: Carol Johnson, Patricia Hochthanner, Kristine Former 
and Marilyn Scherler. 



The Community Sharing 
Offering will take place on 
January 10th. If you would 
like to participate, please 
drop your spare change in 

the pots as you leave church. This money 
will be given to Community Sharing to 
purchase food for those in need in our 
local community. 

Worship for Shut-Ins 
 

If you are unable to attend church and 
would like to listen to worship services on 
Sunday mornings, here is some info for 
you: 
 

The Lutheran Hour on the radio at 1600 
AM, Sunday mornings at 9:00 a.m. 
 

Worship for Shut-Ins through Lutheran 
Ministries Media, Inc. on Direct TV channel 
377, Detroit area WDWD-CA18 or anytime 
on-line at  
worshipforshutins.org. 
 

DVD’s of the worship service are availa-
ble each week for shut-ins. Please con-
tact the church office at 248-684-0895 if 
you would like to  receive a DVD. Thank 
you. ALSO, 
sermons can be seen on the Christ Lu-
theran web site at http://www.christ-
lutheran-milford.org. 

The Women’s Lunch will 
take place on January 12th 
at Comeback Inn. We meet 
at 12noon and all women of 
the church are invited to join 
us. Thanks! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meals on Wheels will be delivered Janu-
ary 25—29. If you can help out with the de-
livery of these meals, please sign up on the 
bulletin board in the Narthex. If you have 
questions about Meals on Wheels or would 
like to know more about it, please contact 
Lori Strong at 810-441-4791.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A special thank you to Lori Strong who 
has volunteered to take over as Meals on 
Wheels coordinator for Karen Strand. We 
really  appreciate you volunteering for this 
special out reach to seniors in our commu-
nity! 

FINANCIAL NOTES 
 

In November, the church received $30,659.38 in      
donations. Total expenses were $26,403.30. 
 

For 2015, the total receipts are $6,101.91 higher 
than expenses. 
 

$1,458.42 will be donated for District/Synod 
Missions next month. In Addition, $250 will be 
donated to St. Paul of Pontiac. 
 

As a cost saving  measure, financial results have 
been summarized. If you are interested in more 
information, please contact the church office to  
review the monthly financial report, income state-
ment or dedicated account detail. You can also 
discuss any questions or concerns with the Church 
Council board members and/or the Treasurer. 

http://www.christ-lutheran-milford.org/
http://www.christ-lutheran-milford.org/
http://www.newsletternewsletter.com/searchart/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=95102428


Those Serving In January 2016 

 

Elders: 
      

 Sunday 8:30am     11:00am    

   3  Chris Herron/Tom Hochthanner  Tom Hochthanner/Chris Herron 

 10  Jeff Kleckner     Ron Balsley 

 17  Dan Fosmer/Jens Loemker    Jens Loemker/Dan Fosmer 
 24  Scott DeRoo     Ken Lindberg  

 31  Scott Beam     Chris Herron 

               
Ushers: 
  

 Sunday 8:30am     11:00am     

   3  John Musser/Jacob Turnbow   Judy Johnson/Lori Strong 

 10  Ralph & Marilyn Scherler   Tim & Holly Kozak 

 17  Scott & Pam DeRoo    Jeff, Leslie & Matt Toepfer 
 24  John & Sandy Peterson   Gary & Carol Johnson 

 31  Ralph & Marilyn Scherler   Tim & Kent Barlow 

 

 

Greeters: 
 

 Sunday 8:30am     11:00am     

   3  Ken Gmelin/George Joerin   Gary & Carol Johnson 

 10  Bob & Sharon Hengtgen   Lon & Carol Pratt 
 17  Mark & Cindy Hosbach   Bruce & Gail Bordt 
 24  John & Ruth Carlton    Lou & Kim Rabedeau 

 31  Lori Strong/Judy Johnson   Ken Gmelin/Chester Johnson 

 

Acolytes: 
 

 Sunday 8:30am     11:00am     

   3  Ava Robison/Nathan Herron   Katelyn Rambo/Jake Rambo 

 10  Lorelei Priess/Kayla Kotas   Colin Lowe/Ryan Sumner 
 17  Olga Loemker     Maggie Brazier/Troy Brazier 
 24  Ava Robison/LoreleiPriess   Erika Lindberg/Alexis Hale 

 31  Colin Lowe/Kayla Kotas   Ryan Sumner/Nathan Herron 

  

  

    

      

    
Altar Duty: 
 

Hollie Kozak 248-684-1223 

Cathy Veit 248-685-1021 



This is my Body . . . This is my Blood   
 

In the Lord’s Supper, heaven breaks into earth and we get a foretaste of the feast that 
awaits us when Christ returns. In it Jesus gives us His own precious body and blood. 
What a gift! It’s a gift for which we are thankful and for which we show great respect. 
On several recent occasions, communion wine has been spilled on the floor. If you use 
the individual cups, please carefully place them in the basket yourself remembering 
that “this is [His] blood.”   

Honoring God's Creation 

 

Join us on January 17 for Life Sunday. Help us to celebrate God's good gift of life by 
participating in Crossroads Pregnancy Center's Baby Bottle Drive. For a few weeks 
prior to Life Sunday, baby bottles will be available for you to pick up in the Narthex. Fill 
that bottle with spare change and bills and bring it with you to church on January 17. 
This will be our proactive and positive way to counteract the tragedy of abortion in our 
country. Let's bear witness with our actions to the goodness of God's creation!  

Online 

 

www.onesmalldevotion.com 

 

http://www.lca.org.au/devotion-archive 

 

http://www.lhm.org/ 

Books 

 

“The Cost of Discipleship”  
Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
 

“Orthodoxy”  
G. K. Chesterton 

 

“Alive with the Spirit”  
Martin H. Franzmann 

 

“Mere Christianity”  
C. S. Lewis 

 

“Screwtape Letters”  
C. S. Lewis 

 

“The Small Catechism”  
Martin Luther 
 

“Reliving the Passion”  
Walter Wangerin 

Print 
 

“Day by Day: 365 Devotional Readings 

with Martin Luther” 
 

“Through Faith Alone: Martin Luther” 
 

“To Live with Christ” Bo Giertz 

 

“Meditations on Divine Mercy” 
Johann Gerhard 



Spectrum: Christmas 2015 
Gift Cards 

 

The families of Christ 
Lutheran (and some 
of their friends also) 
extended a Christ-
mas gift helping hand 
to a new high of 97 

gift cards and some direct cash do-
nations. Stunned silence followed 
with grateful thanks, passing by 
lumps in throats, is the Spectrum   
social worker reward to you all. Most 
likely those sentiments should also 
include your personal feeling of hav-
ing done a God-pleasing Christian 
activity. Later in January 2016, we 
will probably hear examples of how 
the gifts improved the spirits of many. 
You are greatly appreciated by all for 
sure. 

Exhausted and Cheerful Comes This Summary Report  
From the Journey With Jesus Team 

 

In preparation, 28 members and one large Ox + owner, participated in the Milford    
parade. The CLC team was well received, and we hear that a number of JWJ Nativity 
visitors mentioned seeing the parade walkers. That was followed by 23 members trav-
eling to Frankentrost to see their 19th

 annual presentation, complete with tour bus arri-
vals. We learned that nearly 3200 visitors went to Frankentrost in 2014. Each year 
CKL -1st

 timers come away pleased with the travel there to see it. This year we decid-
ed to bring their camel (Kenya) to Milford for our JWJ. That proved to be a hit with our 
visitors. For our two evening presentation we recorded that 106 CLC helpers showed 
up over the two evenings (of course many came both days to arrive at that total. On 
Saturday we counted 74 vehicles arriving and about one-half that on Friday. By vari-
ous means we counted 443 visitors, about a 30% increase over 2014. 
 

Shortly a summary of written comments will be posted on the Narthex board. These 
comments make it clear that we are making ‘the real reason for the season’ more near 
and dear to many. Hardly enough – but 
thanks to all who worked so hard to do set-
up, to present entertaining events, to work in 
costumed or support roles, to feed goodies, 
and certainly in many other contributions. 
 

Gary E. Johnson 

Update From OutReach 

 

The LCMS District newsletter asked for 
help for the PABLO project, which at-
tempts to assist poor and as well Muslim 
women to see Christian outreach in ac-
tion. Pastor Dressler supported those 
efforts. PABLO was in need of a Serger 
machine for their sewing program. CLC 
Outreach purchased a machine and de-
livered it to PABLO   offices in Clinton 
Township. Lots of excitement about the 
gift. PABLO personnel are interested in 
attending one of the CLC ladies gather-
ings to explain their program. 

 

 
 

Mary & Micki wish to thank all the ladies 
who donated cookies & worked in the 
kitchen during Journey With Jesus. Your 
help was a great blessing! 



3 and 4 Year Olds 

 

 What a great time we are having!!! We have now learned all of our 
colors and will finish our shapes in January. We will also begin learning 
our numbers when we get back from Christmas break. The 4 year olds 
have studied through the letter M and are doing a wonderful job with their 
sounds. We will be acting out the Birth of Jesus during Jesus Time and are 
looking forward to having a Birthday Party for Jesus! During the Christmas 
party the three year olds sang three songs while wearing a reindeer hat 
and ringing bells. They did a wonderful job!! The four year olds did a great 
job at our 4th Annual Christmas Concert. Almost every child attended and 
sang many Christmas Carols together and then each class had a solo. 
What a wonderful way to start off the Christmas season. I am amazed that 
the children even stood up there and sang their hearts out in front of so 
many people, I was so proud of them. 
 

 

Pre-K Class 

 

 We had a lot of fun making Christmas presents and wrapping them 
for our parents, decorations for our home and classroom. Most importantly 
we learned that Christmas is not just about Santa and presents, but about 
the best gift of all; Jesus!  
 I can’t believe it is almost 2016 and we will be starting enrollment for 
next year soon. Pre-K is such an important class, and the children learn so 
much. Our handwriting is beautiful; we are sounding out the letters and 
are starting to read some words! The children are very excited about this. I 
can’t thank the parents enough for sending your children here with me and 
also the church members for supporting our school and keeping us in your 
prayers. We are so blessed. Have a wonderful Christmas and New Year, 
and Peace in 2016. 
 

In His Service, 
Pam Best 



 
God Space  

So, how well are you fol-
lowing the Great Commis-
sion? When was the last 
time you spoke to some-
one about Jesus? Join   us 
for a study of Doug Pol-
lock’s book God Space. 
This does not teach you a 
memorized Gospel pitch. 
Instead,  Pollock gives ad-
vice about how to evange-
lize naturally, meeting peo-
ple where they are – no 
awkwardness required! So, 
let’s get busy doing the 
Lord’s bidding. Join us 
Tuesday evenings, 7 – 
8:15 pm, from January 5 
– January 26. Overcome 
your fear, learn how to 

make some spiritual inroads, and 
start living the Great Commission!  

New Member Class 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have you ever wondered why 
God put you here?  Have you 
ever thought about what it means 
to be a Christian? Come learn 
more about how to see the world 
as a Lutheran by joining Pastor's 
upcoming new member class 
and get answers to these ques-
tions and more.  If you’re interest-
ed in attending, please let the 
church office know by emailing 
Linda at  
christ-lutheran-

milford@comcast.net  
or by calling (248) 684-0895.  
 

Classes will be on Sunday after-
noons at 12:30-1:30 from Janu-
ary 3 – February 7. We hope to 
see you there! 

Uniquely Lutheran 

 

How many denominations are there? How many Lutheran syn-
ods are there? Aren't all the differences just man-made any-
way? Does doctrine really matter all that much? Yes, it does 
matter . . . it matters a lot! Join us Sunday mornings during Bi-
ble study hour to find out why. Uniquely Lutheran is a new 

study that will help you discover the deep hope, joy, and struggle of what it truly 
means to be an orthodox, catholic, evangelical Lutheran. See you there!   
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620 General Motors Rd. 
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MISSOURI SYNOD 

Our New Mission Statement 
 

"A community gathered around Word and Sacrament where Christ's love and 

forgiveness are experienced and proclaimed." 
 

The terms chosen for this statement are theologically loaded. A "community," for example, isn't 
just another word for a neighborhood. Community signifies a gathering of people who share a 
common identity (redeemed sinners), a common goal (faithfully living according to God's Word 
and spreading the Gospel), and a common hope and future (the return of Christ and the Resur-
rection). But the community hasn't been created by our initiative or effort. We have been called 
and joined together by the Holy Spirit through the Word and Sacrament around which we still 
gather for the strengthening of faith and the forgiveness of sins. Lastly, the love and forgiveness 
of Christ which we experience through Word and sacrament play out in our relationships with 
one another. We forgive as Christ has forgiven us. But we also extend that love and forgiveness 
to those who are not yet part of our community in the hope that they too might come to know   
Jesus as their Savior and Lord. If you have any questions, feel free to ask Pastor!  


