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Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Our text, Jesus’ discussion with the Samaritan woman at the 
well, highlighted by these words, “Jesus said to her, ‘Everyone 
who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but whoever 
drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty 
forever. The water that I will give him will become in him a 
spring of water welling up to eternal life.’” 
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
 Last week, we said that Jesus explained to Nicodemus 

the “how” of God’s new covenant with His people through 

three parts of covenantal language: (1) baptism with water and 

the Spirit, (2) baptismal faith given by that Spirit, and (3) faith’s 

content being Christ crucified – for in this way God loved the 

world, that He gave Hs only-begotten Son, that whoever 

believes in him shall not perish forever but have life forever. 

 As we remember that meditation from last week, let’s 

recall that Nicodemus (not in the text, but beyond, in daily life) 

very proudly numbered himself among the children of 

Abraham. So, we ought not be surprised when Jesus has a very 

similar conversation but – this time – with a Samaritan woman 

who proudly numbers herself as a child of Jacob. And, as the 
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same conversation is had with both, we ought see how 

universal these three points of the covenant are, that we too 

may now proudly number ourselves among the baptized whose 

daily life is lived with faith in the Son of God who loved us and 

gave himself for us.  

 So then, let’s consider our text for today and understand 

its overlap with last Sunday’s text: 

 We’ve already hinted at the related nature of Jesus’ 

audience. Nicodemus was a child of Abraham’s covenant. But 

let’s recall what it means that this woman at the well was a 

Samaritan: the Samaritans trace their roots back to the ten 

northern tribes of Israel, those tribes God assimilated into 

worldly society when Assyria overtook the northern kingdom. 

(We’ve heard much about that in the early portion of our study 

of the Minor Prophets.) 

 The Samaritans had never acknowledged God’s wrath 

toward the northern kingdom. They had never repented, but 

always saw themselves as the faithful remnant, had convinced 

themselves that true worship happened not at the Jerusalem 

temple but atop Mt Gerizim in the north, and they believed 

that the southern kingdom (Judah) had become a heterodox, 

even heretical variant form of the covenant. But, as the 
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southern kingdom had Jerusalem, the Temple, and saw its line 

to Abraham, the Samaritans would rejoice in the fact that they 

had Jacob’s well. Yes, an 1800 year-old well handed down by 

the very father God re-named Israel. What in all of Israel had 

withstood the history of captivity as famously as that well and 

its related heritage, (it’s “covenant” if you will)? So then, who 

cares that the Jews ask, “Are you greater than our father 

Abraham?” The Samaritans could ask, “Are you greater than 

our father Jacob?” 

 But, because God sent the Son into the world not to 

condemn the world but to save the world through him, then 

God in this way loved the world… not just the children of 

Abraham, but the whole world. So then, the Gospel must come 

to the Samaritans… and the same simple three-part covenantal 

explanation applies.  

 First, baptism. Last week, Jesus explained it to 

Nicodemus as, “Unless one is born of water and the Spirit he 

cannot enter the kingdom of God.” Today, Jesus explains it to 

the woman at the well this way: “Everyone who drinks of this 

water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks of the water 

that I will give him will never be thirsty forever.” That’s the 

truth of baptismal water, isn’t it? It’s a washing that brings you 
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into the spiritual covenant of “forever.” Yes, blessed are those 

who thirst for righteousness for in baptism they are brought 

into the eternal covenant by which their thirst is quenched and 

they are forever satisfied.  

 Now, you may say, “Wait a minute. This isn’t baptism. 

Jesus speaks of drinking water, not washing with water.” But, in 

early Christian iconography, the image of the woman by the 

well and the image of the thirsty deer by rivers of water (you 

know that image from the 42nd Psalm, “As a deer pants for 

flowing streams, so pants my soul for you, O God”) …. both the 

deer drinking of the river’s water and the image of the woman 

by the well – they are both early-church icons of Holy Baptism. 

And, listen to how St Paul speaks of baptism to the Corinthians: 

“For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body – Jews or 

Greeks, slaves or free – all were made to drink of one Spirit.”  

 That word for “drink” is the same word as when Paul 

says to the Corinthians; “I planted; Apollos watered; God gave 

the growth.”  

 And, with this last quotation (about watering what has 

already been planted), the point of baptismal imagery is more 

complete: it is not just a one-time washing for one-time 

benefits, but in God’s covenant, the baptismal act brings you 
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into a covenant in which the baptismal learning assuages your 

thirst for righteousness and “waters you” as you grow. The 

teaching of baptismal life is the other side of the same coin as 

the baptismal act itself, as Jesus says, “Go, make disciples 

(“how?” – there’s that covenantal question) baptizing them 

and teaching them.” 

 And, if teaching “waters” the one who entered the 

covenant through the baptismal act, then that baptismal 

teaching nurtures faith that the baptismal washing created… 

faith that rejoices in drinking of the Spirit. 

 That brings us to the second part of the covenant. As we 

said last week, the first ‘part’ is baptism – the living waters 

through which those who thirst for righteousness will never be 

thirsty forever. The second “how” of the covenant, as we said 

last week, is Spirit-wrought faith. Thus, it’s not surprising that 

the conversation between Jesus and the woman now turns to 

true worship – worship in the Spirit and His truth: 

 

The woman said to him, “…Our fathers worshiped on this 

mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the place where 

people ought to worship.” Jesus said to her, “Woman, 

believe me, the hour is coming when neither on this 
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mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. You 

worship what you do not know…” 

 

Isn’t that the same thing Jesus said to Nicodemus last week?: 

“Are you the teacher of Israel and you do not know, not 

understand these things.” Again, Jesus said, “The wind blows 

where it will, but you do not know how.” And, today, we hear 

Jesus say the same to the woman: “You worship what you do 

not know… But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the 

true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth.” 

There is the second part of the covenant: baptismal 

faith. Faith does not come from Mt. Gerizim, nor does it come 

from a temple. It comes from the work of the Holy Spirit – the 

one even called “The Spirit of Truth” – the one poured out on 

you in baptism and who nurtures you in spirit and truth 

through the teaching (doctrine) and gifts (Word and 

Sacrament) of God. So then, wherever the Word is purely 

preached and the Sacraments are rightly given – whether in the 

congregation gathered atop Gerizim or in the Temple or around 

this very altar before you today – there the Holy Spirit 

enlightens and strengthens and satisfies God’s people to 

worship in spirit and truth. That is the “how” of faith, isn’t it?  
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 Which of course (as we said last week) leads to the third 

part of the covenantal language: the content. To whom does 

the Spirit of Truth who leads you into all truth, to whom does 

He point but Jesus Christ. Last week, the content of faith was 

described this way: “As Moses lifted up the serpent in the 

wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever 

believes in him may not perish but have everlasting life.” In 

today’s text, the same thing is said this way: 

 

The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming (he 

who is called Christ). When he comes, he will tell us all 

things.” Jesus said to her, “I AM, the one speaking to you.”  

 

The content can’t get much simpler than that. The woman 

knows that the Christ will come. But who is he and what truth 

will he bring? All questions are answered with the presence of 

Jesus: “  - I AM.” The covenant’s content is made 

known in the person of Jesus, and the covenant is sealed by the 

blood of his death.  

 It really is quite reassuring – in the face of all who want 

to declare that Christianity is complicated and full of rules and 

difficult to understand/teach/confess – it is quite reassuring to 
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see how Jesus lays out the covenant in these three simple 

parts: (1) God’s adoption of the sinner in holy baptism, (2) faith 

worked by the Spirit given in baptism, and (3) the content of 

the covenant and faith’s hope being the person and sacrifice of 

Jesus.  

 Whether one’s father is Abraham or one’s father is 

Jacob, the covenant of God toward his lost children is pretty 

lovingly simple. 

 So then, how about you? Can you see yourself in one of 

these two texts from the last two Sundays? Certainly, we 

cannot and would not say “We have father Abraham” or “we 

have father Jacob.” But do we not sometimes think or live as if 

justifying ourselves this way, “We have father Luther” or “We 

have father Washington.” No, these men did not save you. And, 

like the children of Abraham lived daily life trying to prove their 

place in the covenant… and like the children of Jacob lived daily 

life having to go back to the well each day by the sweat of their 

brow… aren’t we sinners susceptible to the same? – as children 

of Washington, idolizing the vain promise of getting ahead each 

day by the sweat of our brow and dipping our buckets into that 

consumerism that can never satisfy forever… or even as 

‘children of Luther,’ trying to prove one’s belonging to the 
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covenant by how well I have memorized the Catechism. No, 

such things will never save you! Such covenantal hopes of your 

own worth will never end in an everlasting inheritance.  

But Christ Jesus – by his sacrificial death and completed 

Messianic mission – has sealed for you forever a covenant of 

everlasting inheritance. He has baptized you into this covenant 

and gifted you with the Holy Spirit, who brings you into all truth 

with the Word and teaching of the covenant and strengthens 

You with the covenant’s never-ending meal. And all of it 

safeguards you in the very content of the covenant: Jesus Christ 

himself. For whoever is baptized into the covenant has put on 

Christ; whoever hungers and thirsts for Him shall be full 

forever; whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have 

everlasting life.  

  
 

In the Name of the Father 
And of the Son 

And of the Holy Spirit. 
+ AMEN + 

 
 
Rev. Mark C. Bestul 
Calvary Lutheran Church 
March 12, 2023 


