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Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
Our text, the beloved Beatitudes of Jesus, beginning with, “Blessed 
are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” 
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 

 We most often hear our text in the context of the All 

Saints festival; and, because that occasion so rightly tugs at our 

hearts and comforts us in remembering the Church 

Triumphant, and because it therefore heavily influences how 

we hear this text, we are right to remember that the church 

year does not determine the Scriptures’ meaning; the 

Scriptures have objective meaning all their own regardless of 

when they are heard in the Church Year.  

 So, removing ourselves from the mindset of All Saints, 

how do we hear this text? (Not that the All Saints festival is 

‘misleading’ in its interpretation; we simply should think of this 

text as defining All Saints and not the other way around). So, 

what do we hear when meditating upon the Beatitudes apart 

from the Festival of All Saints?  

 To answer this, we may do well to begin with the Introit, 

which – after all – is meant to introduce the theological theme 
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of the day. The Introit’s refrain: “The Lord knows the way of the 

righteous, but the way of the wicked will perish.” Indeed, not 

only does the Lord know the way of the righteous, but sets and 

teaches it and conforms the faithful’s daily life to it, as the next 

lines of the Introit (the verses of Psalm 1) meditate: 

 

“Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the 

wicked, 

nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of 

scoffers; 

but his delight is in the law of the LORD, 

 and on His law he meditates day and night. 

He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit 

in its season, and its leaf does not wither.  

 In all that he does he prospers.”  

 

Now, up until that last line, this psalm beautifully made 

absolute sense to us. We hear those first few verses and say,  

“Yes, how blessed is the one who does not align himself with 

the way of sinners or scoffers of the Word, but rather 

delights in the Word of the Lord. That one is most certainly 

like a tree once planted by God near a stream of living water; 

a tree of life, of Christ’s life – digging its roots deep, firmly 

rooted in the doctrine of Christ, and thus bearing fruit 

without the leaf withering. Yes, this is a wonderful picture of 

the man blessed by Christ.” 
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 But it’s that last line that strikes us, “In all that he does 

he prospers.” And we say, “Well, that’s not true. I know of 

myself that I have not prospered in all that I do.” And, confused 

by this claim of the faithful’s prosperity, we read the next line, 

“The wicked are not so, but are like chaff that the wind drives 

away.” And again we say, “Actually, the wicked always seem to 

succeed more than the Christian; they seem more well-rooted 

and immovable in society than the God-fearing.”  And, 

suddenly, we scratch our heads at how irrelevant – indeed, 

even completely inverted – this Word of God seems to what we 

experience in daily life. 

 But it’s the very last verse of the Introit that clarifies, 

“Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor 

sinners in the congregation of the righteous.” That’s a Last Day 

image, isn’t it? … when Christ gathers (congregates) the faithful 

from the four corners of the earth. And so, it’s also a reminder 

that the Church is a sojourner in this world, not a kingdom of 

this world… a reminder that those who live with faith in Christ 

do not just hold with confidence to his crucifixion, but 

therefore also to his glorious return. And, with an eye on our 

future glory, we well-define our life in this world today through 

the theology of the cross… that theology that the life of the 
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redeemed is safely hidden in Christ who was crucified on our 

behalf, but that the world sees such crucifixion not as victory 

and glory, but as defeat and reason to scoff. Thus, just as the 

world hated Christ, it will hate the Christian. Just as Christ 

suffered, so will the Christian suffer. Just as Christ died upon 

the cross for the joy that lay before Him, so does the Christian 

baptized into death live at the foot of the cross for the joy that 

lay before him.  

 This theology of the cross may seem like a loser’s 

consolation prize, like we’d be better off if we loved the way of 

the world, but since “that disconnected God of ours won’t let 

us,” we’re just trying to convince/cheer ourselves with some 

fictitious idea that true glory eventually will belong to us.  

But, God has proven his case time and again throughout 

history; and those who have scoffed at Him and chosen the 

way of sinners and idolized the world have lost everything. 

Consider our Old Testament reading, in which the Lord 

vindicates Himself before those who mocked Him: 

 
“Hear, you mountains, the indictment of the Lord… for the 

Lord has an indictment against His people:… ‘O my people, 

what have I done to you? How have I wearied you? Answer 

me! For I brought you up from the land of Egypt and 
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redeemed you from the house of slavery, and I sent before 

you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. O my people, remember 

what Balak king of Moab devised, and what 

Balaam…answered him. (…namely, Balak and Baalam 

devised to curse God’s sojourning people using witchcraft, 

and God prevented Baalam from succeeding) …and what 

happened from Shittim to Gilgal (a reference to the crossing 

of the Jordan into the promised land), that you may know 

the saving acts of the LORD.” 

 
Notice how the Lord defends His cause and says, “I have always 

delivered, as I have promised… my way is always trustworthy 

and true.”… a remarkable and irrefutable self-defense when we 

consider that – immediately before these verses – as you in 

Bible Study learn(ed) this morning, God promises the Mountain 

of the Lord in Zion, by way of the birth of the Ruler to be born 

in Bethlehem, with the result of the safeguarding and 

deliverance of the Remnant faithful. And, yes, it all has come to 

pass and continues to come to pass, as He has promised. So, 

what evidence can mockers possibly have against Him to tempt 

the remnant faithful? 

And that remnant faithful are those who trust the Lord’s 

promises and define daily life by them … those who, sojourning 

through this world clinging to those promises of future glory, 

would seem to suffer all things, and yet are blessed… blessed as 
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they walk not in the counsel of the wicked, but in the Word of 

the Lord, blessed as they trust the Lord’s wisdom and not the 

world’s.  

Isn’t that how St Paul reminds the Corinthian Christians 

completely surrounded by their pagan Corinthian society?  

“The word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, 

but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. For it 

is written, (and here, Paul quotes Isaiah, and notice the 

same tenor of the Lord’s word as we heard through 

Micah…) 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the 

discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

 
Notice God’s stated purpose of using the cross: it is not so that 

our salvation can be a non-historic fairytale that only dreamers 

believe because everyone else knows it’s not true! God uses 

the cross in history to thwart man’s effort to save himself by his 

own understanding of God, his own ability to claim He knows 

what the mind and will of God should be. The Lord – not man –

makes His plans and declares when they are fulfilled and how 

they meet his purposes. 

(Playing off that tenor, Paul continues): “Where is the one 

who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of 

this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the 

world?”  
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To be sure, the world has its supposed wise ones, its scribes 

“tweeting” and “posting” knowledge, its debaters spewing 

philosophical wisdom. They’re all over the news and in media 

and drive the day’s narratives and cultural opinions. But where 

does it all lead? – they have their moment in the sun, then are 

brought to nothing.  They’re brought to foolishness because – 

in their supposed wisdom – they reject the very crucified and 

his cross that are the wisdom and power of God unto salvation. 

That doesn’t mean Christ and His Church are against any 

wisdom in the world; after all, wisdom regarding the world as 

“creation” is part of God’s first article gifts. When employed 

humbly as a gift from the Creator, science is very useful and 

beneficial; the social sciences and philosophy and psychology 

are very useful and beneficial. But when science is no longer 

employed with humility before and confidence in God’s Word, 

but boasts in worldly wisdom, science produces the Charles 

Darwins and Tony Faucis of the world. And when the social 

sciences no longer employ humility and confidence in God, but 

boast in worldly wisdom, they produce the LGBT and Diversity-

Equity-Inclusion agendas of the world.  
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And, not only are such forms of human wisdom brought 

to shame when shown to be largely devoid of the Creator’s 

designs for daily life, they also cannot lead to salvation and 

eternal life. Isn’t that where St Paul goes with the argument: 

For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know 

God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of 

what we preach to save those who believe. For Jews 

demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, but we preach 

Christ crucified.” 

 
There is salvation; there is the truth that defines and governs all 

of Creation’s past, present, and future: Christ died to free you 

from the condemnation of your sins. And, we who have been 

blest by the Holy Spirit and brought to the wisdom of God 

through the preaching of Christ crucified, we may endure all 

things that the lost and wandering world hurls at us as it mocks 

and scoffs at Christ. And this is why Jesus lists the Beatitudes as 

he does.  

Jesus does not give the Beatitudes as a random list of his 

favorite qualities in us sinners, but rather gives the 

characteristics of those who live with faith in Him and who live 

daily life at the foot of His cross. Those who are poor in spirit 

are those who rejoice in God’s patient call to repentance – not 

just for ‘the world’, but for themselves. Those who are meek 
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and not proud desire not to horde Christ’s mercy, but share it 

for the benefit of other sinners, that all might inherit the earth. 

Those who mourn do so honestly, rather than denying death’s 

sting during “celebrations of life”… instead, mourning honestly 

at knowing how unnatural death is in God’s plans for creation 

and how death will be overcome in the dawn of the new 

creation. Those who are peacemakers look to the true peace 

that Christ gives, that peace which surpasses all human 

understanding, rather than the false peace imposed by tyrants 

who promise worldly peace in exchange for giving up your 

rights as those created by and faithful to God. 

 Yes, Christians who live at the foot of the cross, who live 

by the theology of the cross, may cling to Christ’s trustworthy 

promises, even as we appear the laughingstock of the world. 

 Isn’t that why Christ includes the final thoughts of the 

Beatitudes?… that, after all these Beatitudes in which the world 

sees us as suffering because of foolish faith when – in truth – 

we live daily life blessed with the kingdom of God now and the 

future inheritance to be revealed, how does the world respond 

to defend its pride in its own wisdom? – Jesus says, “Blessed 

are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all 

kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.” 
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 In our land, we no longer have to imagine that being 

true for other Christians in other lands. Now, we know it’s true. 

Now we see the society’s true colors – that they will be kind 

and polite to you as long as you do not confess the Truth that 

calls into question the lie in which they live. Love them for a 

narrative they have penned, and they’ll love you back. Love 

them for what the Word of God and the Christ of the cross 

plans for them, and they may hate you for it.  

And it’s tempting then to actually blame Christ, to adopt 

worldly wisdom (in the form of peer pressure) and say that the 

wisdom of God and the folly of the cross are fakes and frauds 

or at least outdated, so that at least we have comfort for 

today… at least, I can hedge my bets (because no one else 

believes in the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting 

and – if they’re right – then at least I can have my best life now; 

and, if they’re wrong, at least I enjoyed this life before 

condemnation in the next).  

 Yes, that’s the temptation, isn’t it… especially you young 

adults are pressured by this temptation, that maybe your peers 

or professors are right… that what your parents have handed 

down to you is the myth of old-school western tradition and 

maybe the contemporary world knows something we don’t.  
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Just the opposite is true. The Lord who has proven 

himself all throughout history – who has centered history on 

and defined it by the incarnation, death, and resurrection of 

the long-promised Christ – that Lord has given the world His 

word and promises. And, even if the world denies it, you are 

right to repent of idolizing worldly wisdom and to cherish the 

theology of the cross.  

For, the theology of the cross does offer “a best life;” it 

just doesn’t promise it now – not in the world of the Fall. Or, 

perhaps better said, it is your best life now not because you 

absorb the things of the world, but because – unlike all the 

world’s vain promises – the promises of the theology of the 

cross are true even over death, so that your enduring now will 

end in your best life then.  Now? Enduring. Then? Sharing in 

glory. Now? Suffering. Then? Rejoicing. Now? Being hated by 

the whole worldly horde for Christ’s sake. Then? Being loved by 

the whole heavenly host for Christ’s sake. Now? the Lord’s 

Supper as a meal of strengthening and sustaining. Then? The 

same heavenly feast for a marriage banquet of never-ending 

celebration and bliss.  

 And that is why this text of the Beatitudes early in Jesus’ 

teaching is used on All Saints Day… not because the festival 
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defines the text, but because the text defines the hope of all 

the saints (remember: you’re not alone in the faith) who in the 

last 2000 years have – despite the mocking and scoffs of the 

world – sojourned with faith in the wisdom of the theology of 

the cross… enduring the broken-ness of this world – broken 

minds, broken bodies, broken hearts, broken relationships – 

yet, sojourning while being blessed now with the mending and 

salve of Christ’s gospel, blessed then with a visible and never-

ending share in Christ’s glory. 

 
In the Name of the Father 

And of the Son 
And of the Holy Spirit. 

+ AMEN + 
 
 
Rev. Mark C. Bestul 
Calvary Lutheran Church 
January 29, 2023 


