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The Second Sunday after the Epiphany 

January 15, 2023 
 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Our text, the gospel reading from John 1, beginning quite 
famously, “The next day [John] saw Jesus coming toward him 
and said, ‘Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of 
the world!’” 
 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
 If Jesus’ circumcision and naming reveals to us that 

Jesus is true man, it could also be said that Jesus’ baptism 

reveals to us that Jesus is true God. Is that not what we heard 

in last week’s text?, that – at Jesus’ baptism – heaven opened 

and the Spirit descended to alight upon Christ, and the Father 

called from heaven, “This is My beloved Son, with whom I am 

well pleased.” Indeed, the Baptism of Jesus not only made the 

Triune God quite plainly known to us, but it made known that 

this Jesus is God of God, the very Son of God, the only Son from 

heaven, the Messiah, the One Chosen to redeem the world. 

 It’s that great reality that John the Baptist confesses in 

our text today in a scene that really has three climactic points 

to be made. So, let’s consider each in turn: 

 First, as Jesus comes toward John (not for the first time, 

for this was after his baptism; indeed, it may be this was Jesus 
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returning from the wilderness. For, notice the phrase “the next 

day” that opens each paragraph of our text? – that phrase 

continues after our text, then gives way to the phrase “on the 

third day” in reference to the wedding of Cana, Jesus first 

(chief) of signs, and everything else that then comes after Jesus 

had already begun his ministry. Yes, it would seem that our text 

was likely well after Jesus’ baptism and even after he returned 

from forty days in the wilderness)… 

 … So, as Jesus comes toward John, the forerunner cries 

out, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 

world.” This, by itself, deserves an entire series of sermons – 

perhaps a Lenten series next year – but, for our purposes 

today, consider a tremendously important point of this 

proclamation… namely, that this is the first time John proclaims 

purely and simply gospel. Everything before this he has 

preached repentance. And that’s good! The preaching of 

repentance is just as necessary as it is preparatory. The 

forerunner has prepared the way, preaching repentance that 

all might know their need for the Coming One. Then, the 

kingdom of heaven arrives. The Coming One comes. There is no 

more preparing. Just pointing. “Here he is. The One I have been 

preparing you for. Behold, the Lamb of God.” 
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 When discussing “the Lamb of God”, we often focus 

much on the most visual part of that title – Lamb. Of course, 

such a title is not about highlighting the Christ’s gentle 

personality or his ability to sympathize with the little lambs of 

his Church. No, He is the Lamb because the Lamb is to be 

slaughtered and sacrificed. The unblemished Lamb is to be the 

substitute that gives His life for the very blemished sinner. He 

takes upon himself your sin – all of it – everything you are too 

embarrassed to admit to others, but know He sees most clearly 

as He peers through your soul… every way in which you have 

harmed others, but He takes it upon himself to bear the guilt 

and calm their cries for vengeance… every way in which you 

have worshiped yourself as if having no need of Him, but He 

takes even that idolatry and Metheism and bears its shame and 

selflessly thinks only of you and your salvation as He bears the 

Father’s wrath upon the cross. 

 Yes, the Father’s wrath… and yet, by grace, the Father’s 

good will… to substitute His Son, to provide His own Lamb, for 

you… the bidding of which this Lamb gladly obeys. Thus, the 

Lamb of God. There’s perhaps the part of the phrase we focus 

on less. What does it mean that Christ is the Lamb of God. The 
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short answer is that he is “from God, doing the Father’s will to 

appease the Father’s wrath.” But dig a bit deeper.  

 Consider the Old Testament reading: “The LORD called 

me from the womb, from the body of my mother he named my 

name.” Who is speaking there, but the preincarnate Christ? 

This isn’t a text about all of Israel… this is a text about Israel’s 

deliverer and Messiah and Savior – called from the womb as he 

was conceived by the Holy Spirit. While still in the body of His 

mother, His name was named by the angel, in accord with 

God’s salvific plans, “He shall be called Jesus, for he shall save 

his people from their sins.” 

 The prophecy goes on: 

 
“He made my mouth like a sharp sword… made me a polished 

arrow” – yes, that two-edged sword of Law and Gospel, that 

clear and straight-shooting doctrine of the sacred Scripture, 

does not just belong to a holy word in a book, but it is the 

Word that comes from Him who is the Word made-flesh – 

“Remain in My Word, and you will be my disciples.” 

 
Again, the prophecy continues, “He said to me, ‘You are my 

servant, Israel, in whom I will be glorified”… Israel reduced to 

One, Israel’s purpose and inheritance fulfilled in this God-Man.  

Finally, from the prophecy,  
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“And now the Lord says, he who formed me from the womb 

to be his servant, to bring Jacob back to him; and that Israel 

might be gathered to him… he says, ‘It is too light a thing that 

you should be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and 

to bring back the preserved of Israel; I will make you as a light 

for the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the 

earth.” 

 
Indeed, “the Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the 

world.” Too small a glory to redeem just the line of Abraham, 

but rather He takes upon himself all the sins of all the world, 

including your sins.  

 No wonder it could easily be argued that the most 

climactic point of the Divine Service and its liturgy – which you 

will again be blessed to be part of this morning – is when 

Christ’s own body and blood are held high, and God blesses us 

with words of a prayer immediately fulfilled by partaking of 

that very body and blood: “O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that 

takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.” 

We could meditate on that forever, but as we will 

experience it later this very hour, let us be richly prepared for it 

by the rest of the text… by considering how often the reference 

for seeing and knowing is employed in this text, that we might 

apply it to ourselves. In the first sentence of this text, John saw 
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Jesus coming. Later in this text, he “looked at” Jesus as he 

walked by. Those two references are pretty straight forward in 

their meaning of “laying eyes upon someone else.”  

 However, every other reference in this text to seeing and 

knowing (the two words are related) means (to paraphrase) “to 

see physically, that one might gain spiritual wisdom” or “to 

perceive, understand the deeper meaning of what you see.” 

Much like we might say, “I see what you mean.” Or “Taste and 

see that the Lord is good.” 

 Here, John is given to see Jesus, not merely with eyes of 

physical sight, but with eyes of faith. Yes, John quite physically 

saw the Spirit descend from heaven – such was no dream or 

vision or wishful thinking – but he knew what that dove was all 

about as the Father in heaven informed him, “He on whom you 

see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with 

the Holy Spirit.” And, what is the result of the Father’s and Holy 

Spirit’s testimony to John, but this confession: “I have seen and 

have borne witness that this is the Son of God.” (Did we not say 

at the sermon’s beginning that the baptism of Jesus revealed 

him to be true God?) 

 And because John knows this by physical sight giving 

way to the wonders of the Faith, “the next day” (the text says), 
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he pointed his disciples to Jesus, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” 

And, as he points them to Jesus, he also points you to Jesus.  

 Which means, Jesus’ searching of their heart is him also 

searching your heart: the text says, “Jesus turned and saw them 

following and said to them, ‘What are you seeking?’” Notice, 

not “Who are you seeking?”… but, “What are you seeking?” 

 So, as he stares right through you, what do you seek? 

Oh yes, John has clearly pointed out he’s the Messiah, the long-

expected one; so, now that you know the promise is true, what 

do you seek? Expect? Hope for? Desire? 

 Is it a question of invitation, or of delineation? Is Jesus 

promising to be an empty canvas and to meet all of our 

desires? Or, is he drawing a line in the sand and saying, “I am 

the Messiah and I come to do the Father’s will. If you want 

something else, seek elsewhere”?  

 So, which is it? We’d be shamefully embarrassed if we 

had to admit what we hoped the Messiah would be (a physician 

to keep us alive in this fallen world forever, a politician to bring 

a better economy and safer society, or a cultural icon to be 

loved by the people), or we’d be shamefully embarrassed if we 

had to admit that perhaps we don’t know what we are seeking 

– that we chase from one little idol to the next, always thinking 
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some new fad will have the answers to life, that the age-old 

answers are really matters of myth and fables and we know 

better… but always the ‘new and better’ ideas always come up 

empty, and we chase after the next little idol or idea of truth. 

Yes, how embarrassing if Jesus’ question, “What do you seek?”, 

asked us to admit that what we hoped for in the promise of a 

Messiah is far less than what He brings. 

On the other hand, we’d have to be pompously proud to 

think the Savior of the Nations will come as an empty canvas 

and please us as some court jester, that – what He’s really 

asking is “What do you seek? Tell me, would-be-follower, what 

is most important to you, and I’ll conform to that. What is that 

which pleases you most, and I’ll try to be like that.”  

There’s nothing more transparently shallow than a 

person who tries to be everything to everyone and so ends up 

being no one to anyone. We see it in politicians who stand for 

nothing because they want to be liked by all; we see it in young 

adults who want to be popular, so they change their interests, 

dress, and personality like a chameleon… and it leaves them 

with no recognizable identity or self-respect. How much worse, 

then, would such pandering be from the One who is Savior of 

the world? If he is to save the world by doing whatever the 
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world wants, he’s even more lost than the world and is no use 

at all. He must be something the world is not, something the 

world doesn’t naturally desire or seek after. And, if we sinners 

don’t naturally seek after the Savior, then… 

“What do you seek?” he asks. And he knows the 

stammering of the heart, painted into a corner by the simple 

question of the One they intrinsically sense peers into their 

soul. 

And so, how do they answer, “Where are you staying?” 

Really? Really? That’s the best they could come up with? That 

their main concern when meeting the Messiah of the world is 

his lodging? We’d like to shake them and say, “You tongue-tied 

fools! What a horrible response! You should have said, “We 

seek salvation! We seek forgiveness! We seek eternal life! We 

seek a daily life with godly purpose, divine order, and a 

heavenly finish line. We seek whatever You are willing to give, 

whatever Word You are willing to fill our ears with, whatever 

heavenly food You are willing to feed our mouths with, 

whatever shining light of Truth You are willing to open our 

hearts with.”  

And, friends, if that’s what you know they should have 

sought, then it’s also what you should seek every day He grants 
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you breath and every time you gather at His holy pulpit and 

altar. In fact, that very image of gathering at his feet, where He 

preaches, where He feeds, where He forgives, strengthens and 

sustains, that image gives a bit more salutary meaning to the 

disciples’ response, doesn’t it? Because the disciples’ response 

(to explain everything in the kindest way) could be re-worded 

as this wisdom, only attained as a gift from above: “We want to 

be wherever you are, Lord. Where are you staying, for 

wherever you remain, there is heaven on earth.” 

And that brings us to the final main point of this text, a 

point that needs very little commentary: “Andrew… found his 

own brother Simon and said to him, ‘We have found the 

Messiah’ […and] He brought him to Jesus.” 

You know you have found the Messiah. You know where 

he comes and remains/stays for the holy hour of his divine 

service to His Church each week. So, do not be shy of 

confessing it. Tell your family and friends that you know where 

the Messiah can be found, and – if they will not come – 

perhaps they know not what they seek.  

But you know what you seek: The holy God manifest in 

his rich mercy toward sinners, for the light of truth in this dark 
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age and life beyond the grave. That’s what you seek. And the 

Lamb of God? – He does not disappoint.  

In the Name of the Father 
And of the Son 

And of the Holy Spirit. 
+ AMEN + 

Rev. Mark C. Bestul 
January 15, 2023 


