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Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Our text, St Matthew explains Jesus’ use of the donkey this 
way: This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, 
saying, “Say to the daughter of Zion, ‘Behold, your king is 
coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a 
colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’” 
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
 The last two Sundays of the old Church Year we spent 

highlighting the fact that Jesus – in the days, hours, and very 

moments leading up to his crucifixion – had his mind set on the 

future, even the very end. Today, on the first day of the new 

Church Year, we may highlight that on that first day of Holy 

Week, Jesus had his mind set on the fulfillment of the 

beginning.  

 Pause a moment from your normal routine of settling 

into a sermon, which typically gradually builds to a climactic 

point… pause and consider the magnitude of this first point; 

that the entire End of Days is ushered in by Holy Week and that 

the entire Beginning of Days is fulfilled by Holy Week. 

Everything – the entire history of the world – depends upon 

and meets its meaning in Holy Week. Such is not left to the 
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pastor’s interpretation, but is established by the words of 

Scripture itself: just as we heard it these last two weeks 

regarding the end of things, so now today, the whole beginning 

of things finds its manifestation in Jesus’ procession into Holy 

Week, as the gospel of Matthew records: “This took place to 

fulfill what was spoken by the prophet saying, ‘Say to the 

daughter of Zion, “Behold, your king is coming to you”’”… yes, 

coming to us, just as promised from the garden of Eden, just as 

waited for throughout thousands of years of Old Testament 

promise. Coming to us to bring to fulfillment Old Testament 

expectation, and coming to us to usher in New Testament 

culmination.  

 And, as everything finds its foundation in Holy Week, it’s 

proper for our new Church Year to begin with its focus set 

there as well and to be reminded that everything we hear and 

meditate upon and rejoice in during the Advent season upon us 

finds its fulfillment not at a manger, nor in December 26th 

hangover of secular celebration, but finds its fulfillment in the 

Christ who went to the cross for grace and salvation, that He 

might return in glory and vindication.  

 And this should cause us to meditate upon our need for 

repentance. 
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 Lent is often seen as the season of repentance, but the 

purple color of Advent is the same as Lent for a reason – both 

seasons confess Christ’s hidden royalty, but both also confess 

the Christian’s preparation by means of repentance.  

 We will hear John the Baptist call us to repentance in 

the weeks ahead, but our recent focus on the latter days of this 

Holy Week of our text… that focus itself gives us plenty reason 

to repent, does it not? Again this morning, we hear words that 

echo this anticipation of the End. Consider the words of our 

epistle reading; Paul reminds the Christians in Rome,  

 
“Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for 

you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now 

than when we first believed. The night is far gone: the day is 

at hand.” 

 
Of course, Paul writes this twenty-five years after Christ’s 

ascension. Paul’s not using some light/darkness analogy of 

Advent. He’s speaking of the day of Christ’s return. It is coming! 

And, as it is, we have reason to “cast off the works of darkness 

and put on the armor of light,” Paul says. But, how can we do 

such things, how can we be properly armored, if not by being 

clothed in Christ?, as Paul himself says, “But put on the Lord 

Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its 
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desires.” And, how can we put on the Lord Jesus Christ if we 

are not assured anew that He once in history made himself 

present to redeem and to save and even clothe us in himself? 

Yes, to properly “put on the Lord Jesus Christ,” we must 

continually be taught the majestic mystery of His work for our 

salvation. 

 In the Scriptures, the term “salvation” has two common 

uses… the first is to speak of the cross-event that redeemed 

from death and hell; the second is to speak of the final 

deliverance for God’s waiting faithful. The second requires the 

first. The latter depends upon the former. And so, if Paul is 

going to exhort us to put on Christ that we may be prepared for 

salvation, the only way to do so is to be re-focused on that time 

“when we first believed”… namely, at the news of Christ’s first 

coming. For Christ’s first Advent prepares us for His second 

Advent. That first Advent is when we first believed; the second 

Advent that draws nigh will finally deliver those who have 

remained faithful since that day when we first believed. 

 So then, “let us cast off the works of darkness and put 

on the armor of light. Let us walk properly as in the daytime, 

not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and 

sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy”… not because such 
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chastity and purity saves you, but because such chastity and 

purity makes no provision for the flesh that distracts you or 

even wanders you away from hearing and receiving the Christ 

who comes today to fill you up with all the good things earned 

by His first coming, that those divine blessings might safeguard 

and prepare you for His second coming. 

 And, as they do, how do they prepare us for His second 

coming? What word of His first coming do they point us to, but 

these words that ring out from the prophet Zechariah, to be 

fulfilled on Palm Sunday, “Say to the daughter of Zion, ‘Behold, 

your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a 

donkey…’” 

 The second phrase, regarding the donkey, is the visual 

indicator of the One they seek. The first phrase proclaims why 

that visual indicator matters: “Say to the daughter of Zion, 

‘Behold, your king is coming to you.’”  

In Zechariah’s prophecy, a prophecy which speaks much 

of the coming of the Messianic age, these well-known words 

are the opening words of a section all about God’s deliverance 

of His people… a deliverance that, “because of the blood of my 

covenant with you, I will set your prisoners free,” the Lord 

promises through the prophet…  
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 That’s an important phrase! “Because of the blood of 

my covenant with you.” God has made a promise, a promise 

sealed in divine blood… in Christ’s cross, the covenant is sealed 

forever and cannot be undone. And by that covenant, the 

prisoners are set free. But, free in what way? Not free to be 

their own people, but free to be His people, for He is King. He 

set them free precisely because he reigns as King. And, when 

the King reigns over the people He has set free that He might 

graciously rule them, what does he do, but (as our Old 

Testament reading from Isaiah says it), the King teaches the 

nation his ways and judges the nations and decides the 

disputes of the people based on his own laws.  

 This is the kingly reign of Christ. A king’s reign doesn’t 

end with redemption from an oppressor. That King, then, must 

do something with those He has rescued. He must safeguard 

them, protect them, care for them… and that means, teaching 

them His way, that they may walk according to His will. How 

does Isaiah paint the picture of this divine throne and reign? 

 
“All the nations shall flow to it, and many peoples shall come, 

and say: ‘come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to 

the house of the God of Jacob, that he may teach us his ways 

and that we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go 
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the law, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. He shall 

judge between the nations, and shall decide disputes for 

many peoples.” 

 
Notice that: the benevolent King and Lord over you leaves 

nothing to your fleshly desires. He goes forward teaching you, 

that you might know how you should walk. He leaves nothing 

for the nations to dispute, that you have no need of swords, 

but may mold them into the far-more productive plowshares… 

you have no need of spears, but may turn them into pruning 

hooks… you have no need of the art of warfare, for – under the 

King of kings – nation shall no longer rise up against nation.  

 Certainly this is a marvelous truth for our world of 

falsehoods, a marvelous light to our world of darkness. Thus, 

even when the rest of the world rejects such redemption, 

teaching, and good order of the King and goes on in the 

darkness of its contention and warfare, we have good reason to 

delight in the words of Isaiah: “O house of Jacob, come, let us 

walk in the light of the LORD.” 

 That’s the joyful repentance of Advent preparation, isn’t 

it? – to recognize the sinful darkness of our own desires, the 

present age, and its present kingdoms …and to desire the light 

of the LORD that once in history dawned from on high, that He 
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may forever illuminate His Church unto the sunrise of that 

glorious Last Day.  

 And, to consider all that, we must begin anew at the 

historical truth that the LORD in his tender mercy once in 

history dawned from on high, came in the flesh, that all might 

cry out “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes 

in the name of the LORD!” Just because we are so comfortable 

with that phrase in the mysterious context of the sacrament 

doesn’t rob it of its original place in history. On that spring day 

once in history, this was the proper confession to be made of 

the One who came along the road, that here in front of the 

crowd was the One long-promised from Eden, the Christ to 

bring salvation upon the earth. 

 But, just because this truly was a moment in earthly 

history does not mean that we are mythologizing it in the 

mysterious context of the sacrament. Here, each Lord’s day 

(whether a warm day of spring’s growing light or a cold day of 

late autumn’s growing darkness), each and every Lord’s Day 

the Christ who once came in history truly comes in that same 

flesh and blood to feed and sustain us in the good news of our 

salvation, that we might be strengthened to encourage one 
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another – husbands and wives, parents and children – to await 

that deliverance to come.  

 And, just because these cries of “Hosanna, Blessed is He 

who comes in the name of the Lord” are cries of history and 

the mysteries of the sacrament, such does not mean they are 

not also the cries of that final deliverance. As the hymn says, 

“The advent of our King our prayers must now employ, and we 

must hymns of welcome sing in strains of holy joy.”  “Must”, 

not because our salvation depends upon it – Christ completed 

that for us when those hymns and hosannas first rang out; nor 

“must” in the sense that the prayers and hymns are what 

strengthen us unto that final deliverance, for that is the reason 

those hymns and hosannas ring out in anticipation of the 

Supper that does such strengthening. Rather “must” precisely 

because what else is there to do when our salvation rests so 

firmly with the advents of our Christ? How else shall the 

Christian respond but in prayer and song when he lives in the 

certainty of that completed redemption of the first Advent and 

its benefits being fed to us in the weekly Advent, to sustain us 

in the anticipation of that final Advent of our King? 

 Thus, because there’s nothing more divine or beneficial 

for us than to gather at the altar and pulpit of God to wait on 
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him who has brought salvation, who feeds us salvation, and 

who will deliver us into salvation… then how better to start 

another year of eagerly awaiting than to go back to the good 

news of Christ’s first coming and to receive anew this precious 

gospel unveiled in the fullness of history’s time, that we may be 

prepared for His second coming. And so, in the weeks ahead, a 

blessed Advent to you… a blessed Advent meditation and 

blessed Advent reception of the good news that once came 

down from heaven and became flesh as the King coming into 

our midst so that our own flesh may one day come up from the 

grave and rejoice in coming into the presence of the King. 

 
In the Name of the Father 

And of the Son 
And of the Holy Spirit. 

+ AMEN + 
 
 
Rev. Mark C. Bestul 
Calvary Lutheran Church 
November 27, 2022 


