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Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
Our text, Turning to them Jesus said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not 
weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. For 
behold, the days are coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are the 
barren and the wombs that never bore and the breasts that never 
nursed!’ Then they will begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us,’ 
and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’” 
 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
 “Let all mortal flesh keep silence,” for – as Jeremiah 

prophesies – the Lord will not keep silence, but His awesome 

deeds to care for His Church give us reason “with fear and 

trembling [to] stand”… to stand and ponder nothing earthly 

minded, but the greatest blessings of heaven given in the holy 

Supper as we anticipate him coming in unveiled glory on the 

last day.  

As it is anticipated in our sermon hymn, so also in our 

Gospel reading. Last week, we mentioned that on the Tuesday 

of Holy Week, Jesus’ focus was somewhat two-tiered, bi-

focaled: he was set on both the destruction of Jerusalem and 

on the day of his glorious return… and his extensive teaching 

tuned our eyes, ears, and hearts to that as well. Thus, because 

it was so plain last week, we notice it again this morning, in a 
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text in which we’ve perhaps never noticed it before!… and 

perhaps it’s shocking to consider that – even on Good Friday, 

on his way to the cross – Jesus pointed his hearers to that bi-

focaled view, first saying to the Daughters of Jerusalem, 

“Behold, the days are coming when they will say, ’Blessed are 

the barren and the wombs that never bore and the breasts that 

never nursed” (that description is quite parallel with his 

Tuesday words regarding the destruction of Jerusalem)… but 

also saying, “Then they will begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall 

on us,’ and to the hills, ‘Cover us’” – a description of the 

opening of the sixth seal in Revelation’s picture of the divine 

judgment coming upon the world. Yes, even as he carried the 

weight of his cross and the much greater weight of our sins 

through the city streets, his thoughts were on that glorious day. 

How does Paul say it, “Who, for the joy set before him, 

endured the cross, despising the shame, and [now] is seated at 

the right hand of God.” 

 Thus, again, we may look back to the historical certainty 

of the destruction of the old city of God, and it ought teach us 

to look forward with future certainty of the destruction of the 

old creation of God. Christ is coming again.  
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 And, as he is, we ought learn with the thief on Christ’s 

right, who cried “Do you not fear God, since you are under the 

same sentence of condemnation?” Yes, we ought learn that we 

are literally under the same sentence of divine condemnation 

of sin that Christ was and that the best place to be is in Christ’s 

favor when He comes again in glory. For, if such condemnation 

is placed upon Christ when the wood is green (meaning, full of 

life-giving righteousness and innocence), how much more will 

the condemnation be upon those when the wood is dry 

(meaning, those condemned are empty of righteousness and 

full of death-effusing guilt).  

 Now, consider the weight of that sentiment: some 

would say, “We are not under any sentence of condemnation, 

for Christ died.” Yes, his death wiped out the sentence of 

condemnation, especially for those who are in Christ Jesus. How 

does St Paul explain it to the Romans? – “There is now no 

condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” There’s the 

baptismal life of faith. But, apart from Christ Jesus, apart from 

the One who bore our sentence of condemnation, would we 

not still be under the same sentence of condemnation?, and 

ours justly before the almighty God! Isn’t that exactly what 

happens for those who reject the work of Christ and would 
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rather stand before the judgment of God on their own? How 

much fear and deep regret will they know on that day that they 

realize what it means to stand before the judgment of God, so 

that they will fulfill what Jesus said to the daughters of 

Jerusalem and will cry out to the mountains, “Fall on us” and to 

the hills “Cover us,” that they might vainly attempt to hide 

from the wrath of God.  

 Who are these that will cry out in sheer terror? It is they 

who the Lord points to through the prophet Malachi, those 

who now in their supposed ‘safe spaces’, in these days of God’s 

patience, they ridicule and judge him to be inattentive and 

impotent to act, and so they speak hard words against God: “It 

is vain to serve God!” they say. And so, how are the faithful 

tempted, but to echo: 

 
“It is vain to serve God,” they say. “What is the profit of our 

keeping his charge or of walking as in mourning before the 

LORD of hosts? And now we call the arrogant blessed. 

Evildoers not only prosper but they put God to the test and 

they escape.” 

 
Notice how God judges and who He prophesies against: Oh yes, 

there are the arrogant who appear blessed before rust and 

moth destroy all this theirs. And, yes, there are certainly 
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evildoers who live in the delusion of escape because God does 

not immediately destroy them whenever they put Him to the 

test. Yes, there are those blatantly wicked ones out there. But 

that’s not who the Lord calls to repentance through Malachi. 

 He calls to repentance you… you who follow Him, but 

always grumble that nothing seems to go your way, that the 

non-Christian seems to get away with everything. God calls you 

to repentance, you who wouldn’t yourself put God to the test, 

but you sulk and pout that the evildoers do and now, for this 

age, get away with such godless disrespect. 

 But you pout and sulk about such lack of vindication 

against the arrogant and evildoers because you forget that 

daily life is defined not just by Christ dying upon the cross, but 

also by that same Christ coming again in glory. You forget that 

God remembers. You forget that the Lord even has, as Malachi 

calls it, “a book of remembrance,” in which the Lord says of his 

faithful, “They shall be mine, says the LORD of hosts, in the day 

when I make up my treasured possession, and I will spare them 

as a man spares his son who serves him…” 

 How could we forget? How could we forget when the 

LORD has been so mindful to remember His promise to spare 

His people and bless His heritage? How could we fail in our 
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quite comfortable days to look to the glory that awaits us, 

when Jesus in his cross-bearing of divine judgment and 

suffering still held fast to the promises of God and looked 

beyond the cross to the joy set before Him? 

 The cross of Christ stands central to every day of life, 

not just because of what Christ accomplished on it for us, but 

because it is the certainty that Christ will come again for the 

Church’s vindication, just as He promised. When you confess 

the baptismal Creed, you do not end with the words, “crucified, 

died, and was buried.” Nor do you end with the words, “He 

descended into hell” or even “sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty.” That’s not the end of Christ’s reign, but only 

beginning… and all of those words lead to those final words, 

“From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.” 

Or, as the Nicene Creed says it even more gloriously, “He will 

come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead; 

[His] kingdom will have no end.” 

Yes, the cross of Christ is central to everything, both 

erasing the guilt of the past, and securing the glory of the 

future. Just as certain as it is that His blood wrote your name 

into that book of life, equally as certain is it that that book will 

not be forgotten, but is forever a book of remembrance of 
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those who feared the Lord and esteemed his name… or, to put 

it in our vernacular, the book of those who rejoice in and define 

their life by the salvific and atoning and sufficient work of Christ 

crucified, that we may be free to be the children of God and to 

live in the good discipline of repentance and forgiveness, for 

the Lord has promised thereby to spare us as a man spares his 

son who serves him. 

 Yes, you’ve been adopted by baptism into this certainty 

of a life of distinction between the righteous and the wicked, 

between “one who serves God and one who does not serve 

him.” You’ve been adopted into it, that you might live every 

day with the clear conscience of that salvation and the joyful 

practice and application of it in daily life, in what the Scriptures 

call “the forgiveness of sins.” 

 Isn’t this what St Paul tells the Colossians in our epistle 

reading?  “[God] has delivered us from the domain of darkness 

and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, in 

whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.” 

 And then, Paul goes on to meditate upon and testify 

clearly that all of our daily life, then, is defined by and held 

together by this good news that is ours in Christ Jesus, who 

Paul says,  
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“is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all 

creation. For by him all things were created, in heaven and 

on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 

dominions or rulers or authorities (yes, all those things you 

believe you will never be vindicated against because they’re 

so much stronger than you are, they’re all under his 

dominion, for) – all things were created through him and 

for him. And he is before all things, and in him all things 

hold together.” 

 
Yes, it is impossible to fear that those who hide in Christ will be 

left ashamed before all the world when all the world is subject 

to Him. And so, do we not share “the joy that is set before 

Him,” the joy that is now His as he reigns at the right hand of 

the Father, the joy that He will come again to gather and 

deliver and vindicate His Church.  

For, what head can forget his own body? Is Christ’s 

remembrance of us dependent upon him opening a book? Is 

the thief on the cross, and is his salvation, dependent on Christ 

remembering to locate his name on a parchment? Is your 

salvation dependent on Jesus remembering to look you up and 

identify you when He comes into His kingdom?  

No, our epistle reading says, “He is the head of the 

body, the Church.” What head forgets his body? What head 
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cares nothing for his body? But, if “in him all the fullness of God 

was pleased to dwell,” then God is pleased also with the 

Church because it is forever not just purchased by, but bound 

to, Christ: “Jesus, remember me when you come into your 

kingdom?” (How can the head forget his own body?) “Today, 

you will be with me in paradise.” 

 Yes, this is your certain comfort, that you are bound to 

and forever one with Christ.  

 In fact, it often is not interpreted as a matter of comfort, 

but of Christ’s glory, that He paid for the sins of the whole 

world. Paul says, “through [Christ, God] reconciled to himself 

all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the 

blood of his cross.” Yes, that is glorious, that Christ’s blood is so 

rich and pure and perfect that by even one drop of it, the 

whole world would be redeemed! And yet, we sinners interpret 

this glorious truth in a manner that robs us of its comfort, for 

we wonder and we worry, knowing that the wicked who scoff 

at such salvation will not be saved even though Christ died for 

them, too … and so we begin to worry whether we will be 

numbered among the scoffers (for we know our own hearts, 

and our doubts and our despairing) or whether we will be 
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remembered by Christ now that He has begun his reign in his 

kingdom. 

 But, do not let the scoffers who make Christ out to be a 

liar by the life of their own making, do not let them make Christ 

out to be a liar by the death of their own making. Make no 

mistake, your name is written in the book of remembrance, 

and the Lord has made up his treasured possession in His 

Church and washed that Church clean in baptismal waters and 

fulfills his own prophetic word that “they shall be mine” … and, 

as you are His, He disciplines you in the life of repentance and 

forgiveness, just as a man disciplines the son he loves. And, as 

he lovingly disciplines you not to be tempted by and deceived 

by the world that scoffs and mocks, and as He strengthens you 

in that by His Holy Supper, he thereby keeps you focused on 

the vindication and deliverance that is to come.  

 Thus, serve God… such faith is never in vain. And walk 

before the Lord, not in mourning but in peace and joy. For the 

arrogant and evildoers may seem blessed and prosperous now, 

as if they may continually test the Lord and always escape, but 

Christ’s cross stands true, and the One who went to the salvific 

sacrifice of the cross with his mind set on His glorious return 

has not forgotten His promise to come again and vindicate all 
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those who rejoice at the eternally authoritative words of His 

coming, “Today, you will be with me in Paradise.” 

 
In the Name of the Father 

And of the Son 
And of the Holy Spirit. 

+ AMEN + 
 
 
Rev. Mark C. Bestul 
Calvary Lutheran Church 
November 20, 2022 


