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Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Our text, Jesus is asked, “Teacher, when will these things be, 
and what will be the sign when these things are about to take 
place?” 
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
 The words of our Old Testament Reading are the very 

final words of the Old Testament, and – for 400 years – these 

words left the hearer on edge, wondering when the great and 

awesome day of the LORD would come. Note that Malachi does 

not just look forward to the first coming of the Messiah, when 

“the sun of righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings;” it 

also looks beyond that to the final day, that day in which those 

who do not hide in Christ, who refuse their salvation in the 

cross of Christ, they will know judgment and utter destruction.   

 And, if the hearer cannot understand that two-tiered 

look into the future, then perhaps he can learn to understand it 

with another two-tiered look into the future… as Jesus, in our 

Gospel reading, anticipates the utter destruction of Jerusalem 

in 70AD and, in broader fulfillment, the utter destruction of all 

the earth on that great and final day.  
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 The bi-focal view of the future is not unexpected. In 

moments right before this, Jesus specifically laments Jerusalem 

– “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem… how long have I desired to gather 

you as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you 

would not.” He laments Jerusalem in a very narrow focus, but 

the former city of God is a foreshadowing of, if you will, the 

former creation of God, that will meet its same demise when 

Christ comes again in his glory. 

 We Christians ought dwell on this and define our daily 

lives by this coming destruction of all things ‘old-creation’ more 

than we do. For, of all the accounts of Christ’s teaching that 

Matthew, Mark, and Luke share in common, this account is 

perhaps the longest and most detailed in all three gospels. 

Christ wants us not only to know the end is coming, but to 

anticipate it… not as if determining the timing of its coming, 

but always living prepared and knowing that his promise is not 

empty: Christ will come again in His glory. 

 We Christians who hide in Christ have been prepared by 

Him for this day. Indeed, His first coming prepared the Church, 

as John the Baptist was sent to prepare us all. The angel Gabriel 

even re-uses that phrase from Malachi when the angel 

announces the birth and purpose of John, saying,  
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“He will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their 

God, and he will go before him in the spirit and power of 

Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children… to 

make ready for the Lord a people prepared.”  
 

Indeed, John prepared us for this equally marvelous and 

terrifying truth by preaching a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins, that we might be saved and covered in 

anticipation of (not only the Lamb of God’s birth), but moreso 

in anticipation of that great and awesome day of the glorified 

Lamb’s return. How does our liturgy say it? – we’ll hear the 

Proper Preface for Advent ring out in a few weeks:  

“Whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming him 

the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes 

away the sins of the world, and calling sinners to 

repentance, that they might escape from the wrath to be 

revealed when He comes again in glory.” 
 

 Yes, Christ’s Messianic mission, His death on the cross 

for us, was not merely to save us from Satan, or even from Old 

Adam… it was to save us from His wrath when He comes again. 

We ought never forget how so much of Christ’s focus during 

Holy Week (our text being the Tuesday of Holy Week), so much 

of Christ’s focus is that He will return … not next time in mercy, 

but in glory; not next time as salvific Substitute unto death, but 

as LORD and King of Life. And that LORD and King will shelter 
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and protect those who have not forgotten His first coming as 

the means of deliverance from His second coming.  

 You have been covered by him in Holy Baptism; you hear 

and confess, live and breathe, the forgiveness of His Word; you 

are strengthened and sustained by His Supper. Thus, you are 

right to weigh very carefully every phrase of his forewarning, 

recognizing it not to be hyperbolic or mythological or even a 

parable, but rather to be honest and blunt forewarning of ‘when 

will these things be, and what will be the signs.’ 

 And, how does he begin: “See that you are not led 

astray.” This seeing is primarily a physical one… that you 

perceive with your own eyes the threats to salvation all around 

you precisely so they don’t led you astray!… a wonderful 

reminder that, though we wrestle against the principalities of 

darkness, it happens in flesh-and-blood temptations, 

deceptions, pitfalls. Indeed, “See with your eyes,” Jesus says, 

“that you not be” led astray, caused to wander, led to roam 

away. How many things deceive, if the eyes are not focused 

rightly! (Just ask Eve.) Perhaps it’s an attractive person who 

could make a wonderful friend or spouse, perhaps a career or 

education… if we just ‘a little bit’ deny Christ. Perhaps it’s the 

quite notable pressures on daily life and reputation to give up 
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Christ. Perhaps its false teachings and false prophets that claim 

to replace Christ. Isn’t that what Jesus says? 

 “Many will come in my name saying, Ego eimi…” 

namely, “I AM.” The great “I AM” is the name of God, and yet – 

ever since the first enlightenment philosopher cried, “I think, 

therefore I AM…” yes, and even far before then, false teachers, 

false friends, false Christs have arisen before our eyes and filled 

our ears and tugged at our hearts to get us to roam away from 

Christ, be led astray from Christ, to wander from and replace 

Christ with false christs… namely, to forget that the same Christ 

who first came to save us from our sins will come again to 

deliver us from this world and the wrath to be poured out upon 

it. They deceive us to believe there will be no wrath:  

“Yes, Jesus died, so now you just live whatever fleshly life 

you want to live… the world has gone on without judgment 

in the same way it always has since post-flood days of 

Noah, and the society is changing so we better jump aboard 

before finding ourselves the great minority”… 

 

… yes, when that pressure comes, how easy it is to forget that 

Christ is coming again.  

 Our epistle reading even reminds us to “keep away from 

any brother (fellow Christian) who is walking in idleness” (yes, 



  6 

                                                                   6 

no good work and fruitful labor, no exercising for faith’s 

training; just lazy idleness, leading faith to die from inertia)… 

“walking in idleness and not in accord with the tradition that 

you received from us.” 

 That’s an interesting word, “tradition.” We’ve been 

taught to believe that traditions are bad, customs are 

backwards and close-minded, dusty and irrelevant. We’ve 

further been taught by America’s religiously pluralistic 

landscape that traditions have no place in a contemporary, 

ever-changing world.  

 It’s true that traditions don’t save, but those traditions 

teach… they teach the eyes to see so as not to be led astray. 

See in our patterns and customs the larger ‘tradition/teaching’ 

that we believe, teach, and confess. Hasn’t it always been this 

way? – that even in the Old Testament, Moses told the people 

that when your sons and daughters see the worship service and 

ask ‘what does this mean?’ it’s your chance to hand down to 

them what has been handed down to you, that your children 

may know that your daily life is immersed in and defined by 

such interaction with God precisely because your eternal life 

depends upon it. For, we only kneel before this altar because 

Christ himself is here. We only make the sign of the cross 
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because baptism actually does save and mark us forever as 

adopted children of God, so that St John says, “Beloved, we are 

God’s children now… the reason why the world does not know 

us is that it did not know him.” We only light candles and adorn 

the sanctuary and preach from the pulpit and veil the pastor’s 

person with reverent garments of the pastoral office… we do so 

only because Christ is here, doing for and caring for His Church 

just as He promised He would, to uphold us until He comes 

before all the world again. Yes, hold fast to the traditions, for 

they train the eyes to stay focused on what the ears hear and 

the heart believes, but – if the eyes do not remain focused, if 

eyes wander to other christs – the things of God very quickly 

slip from ear and heart also, as eyes lead the body astray to 

chase after false christs, false comforts, false salvations… all 

that is appealing to the eye and desirable to make one wise. 

 Thus, the first thing we ought defend against is the false 

teachings’ and false prophets’ attempt to replace Christ with 

other saviors and salvations. The second thing we ought defend 

against is those same deceivers’ and tempters’ claims that “the 

time is at hand.” Indeed, how often we think that the end must 

come now, that I cannot bear to wait any longer, that I cannot 

be patient for my deliverance. And, if Christ will not show 
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himself, then another christ will. That attractive potential for 

something that will supposedly deliver or improve my life now, 

for I have been convinced that patience is simply a wasted 

opportunity to seize the day!   

 We hear this on grand scales. From our politicians we 

hear that “the oceans are rising” and “democracy is at stake” 

and that – if you don’t elect them to lead you – you will never 

be saved or spared the great harm and destruction that awaits 

you. False Christs. 

 But, we also hear this on smaller scales. The non-

Christian says to you, “It’s me or your Christ… this job or your 

Christ… your reputation or your Christ… your personal health 

and safety or your Christ” and – despite all the enduring 

promises of Christ, your eyes see a temporal salvation right in 

front of you. 

 Yes, we know those small-scale struggles and the grand-

scale threats. How does Jesus describe these final days since 

His ascension when He speaks in our text: “Whenever you hear 

wars and rumors of war, be not terrified… Nation will rise 

against nation, and kingdom against kingdom.” That right there 

is enough for us to wonder, “Will my family be safe if our 

society is overtaken or subjected to tyranny?” And, how can 
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governments protect me from “great earthquakes, and in 

various places famines and pestilences”? Oh yes, the 

government claims – give it enough time – and it will control 

the weather and food production and viruses. What a joke… 

and yet, you’re curious to believe them, and our society chases 

after such false christs and puts their trust in them every two 

years.  

 So then, tell me how these supposed christs will deal 

with “terrors and great signs from heaven” that the Lord 

himself will hurl upon His enemies. Elsewhere in Scripture, the 

Lord refers to little Judah as a terror against Egypt… yes, the 

Lord can raise up and tear down as He sees fit.  

 But, lest we think we should get to sit idly by while the 

Lord reigns, Jesus warns,  

“Before all this, they will lay their hands on you and 

persecute you, delivering you up to the synagogues and 

prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors 

for my name’s sake.”  

 

Most immediately, this happened to the Twelve; why would we 

think it different for their descendants in the faith? Yes, these 

things will happen; flesh-and-blood realities quite noticeable to 

the eye. Persecution is not “in here” (the head); it’s out there, 
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in the real world, encroaching our society. So, why would we 

be surprised by it? Why would we tiptoe around from it? Why 

would we say, “I tried confessing the faith, but it’s just going to 

be easier and more comfortable to live in hiding”? Why would 

we rest on what had been, when Jesus explains, “This will be 

your opportunity to bear witness”?  

 The world has no use for or appreciation of the Christian 

until you’re an oddity and spectacle. Then, when such a strange 

sight still catches their eyes and fills their ears… when you have 

a captive audience… there is your opportunity to confess Christ 

before men. True, many will hate you and scoff at you and 

silence you for it… and they will relish that even your own 

houses could be divided over it (two against three and three 

against two, father against son and mother against daughter)… 

yes, all of that is true; but what should we expect in the world 

of the Fall? What should we expect when they do not see or 

believe the real news of the day that utter destruction is 

coming, for Christ will come again to judge the living and the 

dead. 

 The world might not see it, nor heed the warning. But 

you’ve heard it repeatedly. Christ has given it to you in this text 

and others like it, and how many times in your life have you 
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heard it – perhaps at first with a yawn of indifference, perhaps 

with distracted attention or the temptation of divided loyalties. 

But John the Baptist has warned you, and Christ has borne the 

cross to redeem you; He has covered you in Baptism to claim 

you as His own; and He will return to vindicate you.  

 Thus, in these last days since Christ’s ascension… these 

2000 years of last days of great distress, constantly freshened 

in our mind and the burden of the heart by all we see and hear 

in our decadent society around us… in it all, hear the promises 

of Christ just as readily as you hear his warnings. He promises 

you, “Not a hair of your head will perish (or ‘die forever’)” – 

meaning, the eternal age is yours. Another promise: “By your 

endurance (that endurance in the faith of all Christ’s promises) 

you will gain your lives” …meaning not you will earn your 

salvation, but you will finally receive your deliverance, that long 

awaited inheritance you’ve long heard of, but been unable to 

see. On that great day, you will finally see it (physically see it)… 

while the faithless faint with fear and foreboding at the sight, 

you will rise again and rejoice to see with your own two eyes 

the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.  

 That scene is right around the corner, at a moment’s 

notice – tomorrow, this week, next month, in a decade or a 
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century. Whenever it comes it will come suddenly, as a thief in 

the night; but it will be (for you who hide in Christ, for you who 

were not led astray and did not roam away) it will be a most 

glorious sight to behold… so that you may straighten up and 

raise your heads, knowing your redemption’s final deliverance 

draws nigh. 

  
In the Name of the Father 

And of the Son 
And of the Holy Spirit. 

+ AMEN + 
 
 
Rev. Mark C. Bestul 
Calvary Lutheran Church 
November 13, 2022 


