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Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Our text, Jesus explains the parable, “Hear what the 
unrighteous judge says. And will not God give justice to His 
elect, who cry to him day and night?” 
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
 The previous two Sundays, we’ve heard in Luke 17 both 

about the source of faith, namely Christ Jesus (two weeks ago) 

and about the character of faith as it hopes in Christ Jesus (last 

week). This morning, in chapter 18, we hear about the 

persistence of faith, but also, honestly, about the weariness of 

faith.  

In verses between last week’s text and this morning’s, 

Jesus is speaking about the coming of the kingdom. And, 

whenever we hear that phrase “the coming of the kingdom,” 

we tend to think of a promise that is distant and far off … so 

distant and far off that faith must encourage and strengthen 

itself to be persistent and to not lose heart as it waits for that 

coming kingdom.  

It appears from Luke’s introduction of Jesus’ parable 

that our Lord reads our hearts too well, and knows how our 
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self-strengthening efforts to persist in expecting God’s 

deliverance can too easily give way to fatigue and weariness 

that come when we think we are being overlooked and our 

prayers are not being answered.  

So Jesus speaks this parable, painting the picture of a 

widow who had no reason to hope in the godless, loveless 

judge of a certain city. But, having no reason to hope in him, 

she nevertheless persisted, “Give me justice against my 

adversary.” 

The Greek there is especially beautiful, getting to the 

heart of the prayer. It might be most woodenly said this way: 

“Un-judge me from the one who judges against me.” Meaning, 

“Take away from me the scoffing of the scoffer; remove from 

me the critique of the critic. Deliver me from the one who 

mocks that I will never be delivered.” 

When it comes down to it, this is the content of every 

Christian prayer. No matter what we pray for, the prayer 

always includes the subtlety of wanting my hope in God to be 

vindicated.  

Perhaps it’s an illness regarding which I pray; on the 

surface, my fears may be mortality. But, those are only my 
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fears if I’m concerned the resurrection won’t actually happen 

and all who mocked my faith are actually right.  

Perhaps it’s a prayer regarding any matter of daily bread 

in the form of possessions or loved ones; on the surface, my 

fears may be poverty or loneliness. But those are only my fears 

if I’m concerned that God will not be mindful to hear the 

petition for daily bread He’s taught us, in which case all who 

mocked me for not following the survival-of-the-fittest mottos 

of “You only live once” and “your best life now” and “every 

man for himself”… they all now wag their heads at me in my 

poverty and loneliness, reminding me I had confessed, “The 

Lord will provide.” 

 Perhaps it’s a prayer that family squabbles would bend 

the knee to repentance and forgiveness, or prayers that my 

loved one would be brought to faith, or be brought back to 

faith. On the surface, my fears may be those relationships. But 

those are only my fears if I’m concerned that God cares nothing 

of earthly relationships, as if all he cares is my individual 

salvation, but apparently doesn’t care about cutting off my 

loved one… or perhaps I’m afraid that my hope in God’s ability 

to soften the hearts of my loved ones is misplaced… that my 

God isn’t God after all, that their disbelief in my God was right, 
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and I should have caved to their gods and hoped in their gods 

to reconcile us or keep the peace between us. 

 Perhaps it’s a prayer regarding my own forgiveness; on 

the surface, I may worry about my standing before God; but 

those are only my fears if the ‘old evil foe’ who accuses and 

judges me has more influence before the Almighty than the 

One who sacrificed himself and gave His life for me. 

 You see, in every prayer, the underlying prayer is that I 

would be un-judged from the one who judges against me, that I 

would be vindicated against the one who says I have: no 

coming vindication, no reason to live my life awaiting the Lord’s 

deliverance, and certainly no reason to confess such hope 

before those who would mock it. 

 As Jesus captures this in the prayer of the parable’s 

persistent widow, he answers such concern by pointing out 

that even a godless, loveless judge will cave to persistence. This 

is the biblical equivalent of “the squeaky wheel gets the 

grease.” Why are Christians always taught to be so proper and 

almost pietistic about calling out to God, as if He is pleased 

with the one who – out of “faith’s pride” – refuses to pray… 

more than God is compassionate toward the one who – out of 

faith’s hope and trust – persistently prays? 
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 The reason we may be taught that way (or we 

misinterpret proper teaching in this light)  is because of what 

Jesus says next: “Hear what the unrighteous judge says. And 

will not God give justice to his elect, who cry to him night day 

and night?” In other words, God is not an unrighteous judge, 

but a merciful Lord; thus, regarding prayer we must be taught 

the balance between the persistence of prayer and the 

supposed need to pray persistently. 

 To say we need to pray persistently (“the squeaky wheel 

gets the grease”) is to say that God would rather refuse to hear 

us, is hesitant to waste His time on us, and – thus – if we really 

want to be heard, we have to earn it with our persistence. That 

might be so if God were the unrighteous judge of the parable. 

 But He’s not! No, just the opposite, as Jesus says, “Hear 

what the unrighteous judge says.” In other words, “Even if an 

unrighteous judge is willing to hear the cries of the helpless, 

how much more will God give justice to his elect and do so 

speedily!” 

 Indeed, we do not need to pray persistently, as if 

worried that God refuses to hear. But because he promises to 

hear, is glad to hear, lovingly and readily hears, therefore we 

confidently pray persistently, the joyful dependence of the 
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heart that confesses, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the 

words of eternal life.” 

 Now, this citation – “Lord, to whom shall we go? You 

have the words of eternal life.” – this citation also reminds us 

why we can pray with such confidence to God. Recall what we 

heard last week, “He remains faithful… for he cannot deny 

himself.” And, as we said last week, that inability to deny 

himself means he remains faithful to His Word. He’s a righteous 

judge who keeps His Word – the Word of Truth regarding not 

only our salvation and final deliverance, but also regarding our 

salvation as lived out in this world and its daily bread needs. 

Yes, regarding it all, He has the Word of Truth, of Law and 

promises, to which we may cling precisely because He Himself 

remains faithful to it, for (that Word having become flesh and 

blood in the person of Jesus) God cannot deny himself. 

 And that brings us back to the key element of why we 

know our prayer is not futile, why we can be certain it is heard 

and acted upon by God Most High in the way he knows best. 

And why is that? What is the key element? It’s that we have a 

mediator with the Father, so that our prayer is not heard based 

on our righteousness, but on Christ’s. It is heard not because 

we were faithful enough but because Christ is faithful. Our 
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prayer is heard not because God wants to vindicate us, but 

because He wants to vindicate His Son, who sacrificed 

everything, endured the cross, despising its shame. Yes, if we 

know the mockery of the world for our rejoicing in the will of 

Christ, what is that compared to the mockery Christ endured 

for rejoicing in the will of the Father? 

God will vindicate His Church, precisely because His 

Church’s vindication is tied to Christ’s vindication. We are no 

widow who must appeal of her own accord; we are the bride of 

Christ the husband who is not ashamed to confess to His wife 

and before the world His Father’s good and holy will.  

 Thus, when you pray, you pray through the Son… 

through the merit of the Son, through the satisfaction of the 

Son, through the status and mediation of that only-begotten 

Son… that Son whom the Father joyfully received into His 

hands when Christ completed his Father’s will and commended 

his spirit to his Father for vindication. 

 You, likewise, in all things, may – through that same Son 

– commend your spirit to the Father for vindication, even in the 

apparent defeat of death, and your vindication is certain, for 

Christ is risen and ascended on high.  
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 Thus, you can appeal for anything in the face of the 

mocking world, the accusatory Foe, the cynical Old Adam… in 

the face of it all you can appeal to God for anything …  

 …when you are sick, you may appeal to God knowing 

your earthly days are just as safe in His hands as are your 

eternal days, that you will not add one day to your life by 

worrying, nor will one day of life be robbed of you… but after 

the Lord’s full plan of earthly days are completed, He will bring 

you home to peacefully await the resurrection of the body and 

the undeniable vindication of the Church’s hope in its crucified 

and risen Lord. 

 … when you are praying for daily bread, you may appeal 

to God knowing all good things come from above in the perfect 

timing and quantity that is beneficial for us – whether manna 

to be collected one day at a time; a spouse for life after waiting 

what seemed like an eternity of lonely days for that spouse; 

children, possessions, reputation… even a godly government to 

defend you from those who would persecute Christ and His 

Church, or a government/judge who (neither fearing God nor 

respecting man) nevertheless will do God’s bidding because of 

your persistent cries, or be punished by God for not hearing 

your godly cries. 
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… when you are praying regarding family squabbles or 

strayed loved ones or loved ones who’ve never been granted 

the New Adam, you may appeal to God knowing His love for 

the household as the pinnacle unit of his first creation, but also 

with confidence in God’s good will to defend the crown jewel 

of His new creation, the Church and her faith in Christ, to 

defend us from those – even our own families – who would 

mock and forsake us… but even more, you may appeal knowing 

that Christ the Good Shepherd faithfully carries out the Father’s 

desire to bring back into the Church’s life those who have 

strayed and to bring children of darkness into His marvelous 

light… yes, long after we have done all the debating and 

pleading with them we can, and when all we can think to do is 

pray, God graciously hears that prayer and Christ patiently 

beckons the wandering back, for a bruised reed he will not 

break and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out. 

And, because that smoldering wick and bruised reed can 

describe you… when you are praying for forgiveness, you may 

appeal to God with an open heart, not hiding in the shadows 

(as if that were possible before the All-knowing), but praying 

with absolute certainty that He forgives, for Christ did not die in 
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vain, but rather our Lord’s greatest vindication is bestowing 

upon us the forgiveness of sins. 

In all these things, you may appeal to the Father (always 

knowing that prayer is not just between you and an 

unrighteous judge, but you, the righteous God, and the 

mediator whom He adores) … you may appeal to the Father 

with the certain hope that He will do for you what He knows is 

best for your temporal care as one whose faith will be 

vindicated with Christ Jesus in the resurrection. 

 It’s no wonder that, as I pointed out earlier, Jesus’ 

parable comes on the heels of teaching about the Coming of 

the Kingdom. For that visible coming of the kingdom on the last 

day will vindicate all of this, and it will melt away all prayers 

regarding illness, daily bread, straying loved ones, family 

squabbles, need for forgiveness.  

 But, if we had to wait for that final coming of the 

Kingdom with no strengthening or assurances, would we not 

grow weary and faint? And, when the Son of Man comes, 

would he find any faith on the earth? Thus, to preserve and 

strengthen us, the coming of His kingdom happens every Lord’s 

Day! He brings it to this place, this pulpit, this altar, for you… 
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that you may be certain of His attentiveness to His Church 

while you await that visible coming of the kingdom. 

 In fact, does not the weekly distribution of the kingdom 

of God prove that God answers prayer? Is the Word and 

Sacrament somehow unrelated to prayer? Do such divine gifts 

come as oddities irrelevant to prayer? Good grief! – are we 

really so arrogant to believe that we deserve such heavenly 

gifts? That He feeds them to us because He’s required to since 

we showed up? That He gives us such things only as a tool to 

show that we’re going through the motions of faith, but that 

these gifts of God are really not beneficial for those who pray, 

nor do they make certain our hope in Christ’s final vindication?  

 If you do not see the Word and Sacrament as an answer 

to prayer, the greatest answer to prayer ever to be found on 

earth, then you know not what it means to pray Thy kingdom 

come.  

 But the Lord cannot deny himself. He is faithful to His 

holy will and gracious promises. And therefore, each and every 

Lord’s Day, because He is faithful, His kingdom comes to you. 

Christ faithfully brings the Father’s kingdom before the faithful 

now that we might be certain that it will finally be unveiled 

before all. God’s Kingdom comes now, strengthening you in the 
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hope of that final revealing and final unveiling and final 

vindication… strengthening you now so that, yes, when the Son 

of Man comes, there will be faith found on the earth… found in 

the life of the Church… found, no matter who scoffed, no 

matter who mocked, no matter who deserted and gave up 

hope in God’s promises… nevertheless, you may rejoice in the 

kingdom coming now to strengthen you to hold fast to the 

certain promises of the Word of Truth and therefore pray 

persistently, crying out day and night… for God will not delay 

forever; He will finally un-judge you before those who judge 

against you… God will bring justice to you suddenly and 

speedily. 

 
In the Name of the Father 

And of the Son 
And of the Holy Spirit. 

+ AMEN + 
 
 
Rev. Mark C. Bestul 
Calvary Lutheran Church 
October 16, 2022 


