
Luke 16:19-31 
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

September 25, 2022 
 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Our text, “And [the rich man] said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if 

someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ He 

said to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the Prophets, 

neither will they be convinced if someone should rise from the 

dead.’” 

 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

 Last week, a rich man’s unjust steward highlighted the 

parable that differentiated the sons of the world shrewdly 

using their daily bread for their me-centered gods from the 

sons of light shrewdly using their daily bread to share in the joy 

and praise of the true God.  

 Recall that the pharisees, who loved their money and 

justified themselves by it, also discounted their poverty in the 

face of God’s holy Law thinking themselves sufficiently rich in 

righteousness. Thus, after chastising their love of money as an 

abomination before God, Jesus continues on with the next 

verse (in between last week’s text and this morning’s text) 

saying, “The Law and Prophets until John: since then the good 

news of the kingdom of God is preached, and everyone forces 
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his way into it. But it is easier for heaven and earth to pass 

away than for one dot of the Law to become void.” 

 It’s that desire of those secure in their wealth and sins 

to push and force their way up to/against an impenetrable 

door of the holy Law that leads us into today’s parable, another 

parable about a rich man who quite obviously is a son of this 

world: “There was a rich man who was clothed in purple  and 

fine linen and who feasted sumptuously every day.” Now, that 

opening line doesn’t by default mean the rich man is a son of 

the world; it simply contrasts him with the poor man Lazarus, 

covered with sores, being licked by the dogs. Honestly, none of 

that means Lazarus was a son of light and the rich man a son of 

the world. But, how do we know which was which? Because of 

the verses that follow: 

“The poor man died and was carried by the angels to 

Abraham’s side. The rich man also died and was buried, and 

in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes and saw 

Abraham far off and Lazarus at his side.” 
 

Now there is no mistaking which is which. And, when the rich 

man calls out for Abraham’s help to alleviate his suffering, 

Abraham’s response certainly brings last week’s parable to 

mind: “Remember [rich man] that you in your lifetime received 



  3 

                                                                   3 

your good things… Now, Lazarus is comforted here, and you are 

in anguish.” 

The message is quite clear, is it not? – the sons of this 

world who love their money and wealth, yes, they may 

shrewdly build on it in this life, but it will help them not one 

iota in the age to come. For all of us who in the past few weeks 

have been pricked at the heart that, yes, we sometimes want 

to build and define life based on the unrighteous wealth, here 

you have the definitive eternal picture: such things will not help 

one iota in the age to come.  

 And, speaking of iotas, remember how Jesus said in the 

intervening verses that everyone pushes against the gates of 

heaven, but not one ‘dot’ would be removed from the Law? 

Well, what does Abraham say to the rich man who wants to 

force his way into the comforts of paradise?:  

“Between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, in order 

that those who would pass from here to you may not be 

able, and none may cross from there to us.” 
 

What a clear connection between this and Jesus’ warning 

before our text: “Everyone forces his way into the kingdom of 

God. But it is easier for heaven and earth to pass away than for 

one dot of the Law to become void.” Yes, rich man and shrewd 
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son of the world who thought he could likewise shrewdly worm 

his way into heaven, the Lord will not be mocked.  

And just as Jesus had said that in those intervening 

verses, what else had he said: “The Law and the prophets were 

until John; since then the good news of the kingdom of God.” 

What does that sound like but Abraham’s response in the 

parable? When the rich man asks that his brothers be warned 

about the place of torment, Abraham says, “They have Moses 

(the Law) and the prophets. Let them hear them… for, if they 

do not hear [the Law] and the Prophets, neither will they be 

convinced if someone should rise from the dead.” In other 

words, “neither will they be convinced if the good news of the 

kingdom of God is preached.” 

Indeed, no matter how shrewd one is in this life, one 

cannot force his way into the Gospel and the kingdom of God 

without first hearing the Law and the prophets. If he will not 

repent before them, it does not matter how prudent he is with 

the riches of this life, he will not enter the kingdom of God. 

Indeed, the rich man should have at least noticed poor Lazarus 

and spent his wealth on helping him, and – by so doing – would 

have availed himself of the opportunity to have Lazarus share 

with him the greater wealth of being known by Christ. But, to 
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what benefit, as the rich man was unwilling in this life to heed 

Moses and the prophets! And Christ is only heard in disdain if 

the high places are not first made low and the egos made 

humble and the stone hearts dashed to pieces by the prophets 

until John. 

Notice how this parable in so many ways is about the 

rich man. We love to hear it through the lens of Lazarus, 

because we love to be the sympathetic character. But this is a 

parable of warning! – “Listen to the Law and Prophets, you who 

seek security in the world’s riches! Repent before the Law and 

Prophets. Hear them point you to your Messiah, that you may 

be convinced of the truth of your salvation when He rises from 

the dead!” 

Moreover, this parable is the culmination of so many of 

the parables we’ve heard recently. How many times have we 

heard in recent weeks that the love of money, the idolization of 

daily bread, the shrewdness of the sons of this world – none of 

it is a faithful preparation for things eternal. And, how much 

have such Readings and sermons pricked us at the heart 

because of how much we love daily bread and how much we 

envy those who seem to have more access to the world’s 

wealth and riches. And yet, is the end of all of it not captured in 
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this parable and in the character of the rich man? Who among 

us today wants to be found as the parable’s rich man? Who of 

us this hour wants to leave from here still thinking the world’s 

riches are “where it’s at”? Who of us says, “Oh, see how all his 

earthly riches are so worth chasing after, so dependable to 

bring him endless joy!”?  

None of us says that. Not one of us want to be 

numbered with the rich man today… So then, why would we 

allow ourselves to be so tempted by being numbered with him 

in all the days leading up to the eternal day? If the worldly 

wealth of the rich man is forgotten by the end of a parable, 

how much more will it be forgotten by the end of our first 

minute of hearing the heavenly anthem before the throne of 

God? 

Indeed, after all these weeks’ parables warning us to be 

careful about wandering off after idolization of worldly wealth, 

we see clearly today that the beloved child of God is rich 

beyond compare. Here is the poor beggar, Lazarus… the object 

of our envy, the goal of our heart’s desire for eternal comfort, 

the very picture of our heart’s content… that, no matter how 

impoverished in this life and forgotten by this world, he is the 

truly rich man of this parable, for he is forever safe with father 
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Abraham and, far more, safe with the one God and Father of us 

all. How infinitely rich is the poor beggar, for his wealth was 

hidden in the mysteries of God, visible only to faith, but 

undeniable and immovable and irrevocable when this life 

bends the knee to the next.  

Yes, in this parable, we want to be the poor beggar. But, 

be careful! – it’s not his poverty that saved him, nor his 

forgottenness that wins him sympathy. That’s not the point of 

the parable. It is God’s mercy that saves, God’s faithfulness that 

remembers him, God’s Christ who treasures and values him. 

The point is not that Lazarus got to heaven because he was a 

beggar; the point is that the whole riches of earth cannot 

deliver, are not as reliable, nor as faithful as God who 

remembers His redeemed, no matter how poor, forgotten by 

this world, no matter how impoverished in this world, no 

matter how ridiculed and mocked at the hands of this world 

the faithful may be. Despite it all, God is faithful in his mercy, 

reliable in his compassion, trustworthy in his deliverance. 

But the God who remembers and saves so divinely is 

just as faithful to his dear children that are blessed with worldly 

wealth to handle faithfully (again, last week’s parable of the 

prudent and shrewd handling of earthly things, that you may 
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remain focused on heavenly things). Just as God does not 

award salvation to Lazarus because of his poverty, He does not 

deny salvation because of one’s earthly blessings, as if those 

blessings could possibly come honestly from someone other 

than God himself.  

Thus, no matter how it seems you are rich or poor in 

this life, be not dismayed nor fooled. The everlasting 

inheritance of Lazarus is your inheritance as well… An 

everlasting inheritance that all the Law and prophets rightly tell 

you no one deserves – whether rich or poor, no one deserves 

it. But, meritless spiritual beggars we are: as we humbly shiver 

at the Law and prophets that point out our poverty and warn 

us of separation from God, we beggars also listen long enough 

to hear and notice that those same Law and prophets point us 

forward to the gospel of One who returns from the grave. Did 

you hear that in our text: 

“If they will not listen to Moses and the prophets, 

neither will they be convinced if someone should rise from the 

dead.” For those unwilling to hear God’s Law, there is no 

Gospel. It may be spoken to them, but seems a mere fairytale: 

“Why do I need this Gospel when I can ignore the holy Law?” 

But, for those who do listen to Moses and the prophets, do 
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recognize the weight of “Thus saith the Lord,” for those who do 

know their sins, loathe their sins, mourn and repent of their 

sins, there is good news from those same prophets who 

prepare all the penitent for the One who rises from the dead: 

“Behold, the Lamb of God who takes upon himself the sin of 

the world!” And that good news convicts and sets aflame the 

confidence of the heart!  

Yes, how it convicts the heart to hear anew that once in 

history the Lord of heaven become one with his creation in 

very flesh and blood, took on the poverty of our sin, and 

glorified our humanity in his meritorious suffering, 

resurrection, and ascension. How it convicts the heart to hear 

anew that that same Lord handed down to His Church the 

mysterious means by which that grace would clothe us naked 

beggars and feed us starving scroungers and nourish us 

vagabonds. How convinced we may be by the word and work 

of the One who has risen from the dead, all because we’ve 

rightly been prepared for such a Gospel by Moses and the 

prophets until John. 

Did we not hear this from the first night of Christ’s 

resurrection, when St Luke records, “Beginning with Moses and 
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the prophets, he explained to them in all the Scriptures the 

things concerning himself”? 

Did we not hear this also from that day known as the 

very day of the church’s birth, the day of Pentecost, that those 

who heard Moses and the prophets condemn their sins for 

crucifying the Lord also heard the good news that that same 

risen Lord had prepared for them a baptism for the forgiveness 

of sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit to bring faith to the heart 

and convince the heart of the certainty of one’s salvation.  

Do we not hear the same thing from St Paul, who – 

while formerly refusing to be humbled by Moses and the 

prophets – persecuted the Church; but (as Paul himself says), 

“when the commandment came,” when he became convicted 

by Moses and the prophets, “when the commandment came… I 

died”… and, humbled anew in his spiritual poverty, he rejoiced 

to hear the good news of the One who had risen from the 

dead, so that Paul himself could live in the certainty of that 

Gospel, saying, “I am convinced that neither life nor death… nor 

anything in all creation can separate us from the love of God in 

Christ Jesus.” 

You, too, know the spiritual poverty that belongs to us… 

a poverty no earthly riches can fill or even soothe. But, with the 
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good news of the One formerly dead but alive again, you have 

all the wealth of Lazarus so that you may be convinced that 

neither death nor life, nor riches nor poverty, nor anything of 

all daily bread nor in all creation can separate you from the 

love of God in Christ Jesus.  

What joy to be numbered with Lazarus! What joy to be 

safe with Lazarus… and with one another! Our earthly 

dissimilarities in riches and wealth are momentary; our equal 

share in the heavenly treasure is everlasting. And there is 

forever a great chasm between us beneficiaries of Christ and all 

who would seek to force their way into His kingdom by ignoring 

his holy Law and its good order.  

Thus, be at peace in whatever shortcomings and 

poverties this life may seem to share with you, when it seems 

not even crumbs fall from the idolatrous, but only their dogs 

would pay enough attention to lick your sores. Nevertheless, be 

at peace. For God does not forsake you; Christ has not 

forgotten you. He knows your name, not the name of those 

who champion earth’s wealth. He knows your name, Lazarus… 

your name, Christian… and will ensure that you will share the 

comfort and joy of the banquet with Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and 

all their faithful descendants who repented at the heralding of 
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Moses and the prophets and rejoiced in the conviction of faith 

gifted them from the One who has risen from the dead. 

 
 

In the Name of the Father 
And of the Son 

And of the Holy Spirit. 
+ AMEN + 

 
 
Rev. Mark C. Bestul 
Calvary Lutheran Church 
September 25, 2022 


