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Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

In our text of the Gospel reading, our meditation will highlight 
these words, Jesus instructing his disciples, “I tell you, make 
friends for yourselves by means of unrighteous wealth, so that 
when it fails they may receive you into the eternal dwellings.” 
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 

 This parable sounds odd and at first seems difficult to 

understand, but two important contextual clues help us 

understand it correctly. The first context clue is that Jesus tells 

the parable to his disciples, then combats the Pharisees for 

their love of money and their attempt to justify themselves 

thereby. We’ll get to that detail later. But the other context 

clue is not included in our reading for today and needs to be 

brought to your attention.  

 Our reading is in the midst of a series of parables. And 

the parable directly before it – in fact, the very verses that lead 

up to our text (beginning “Jesus also said to the disciples”) – 

that previous parable is the parable of the prodigal son, who 

squandered all his possessions and was still mercifully received 

back by his patient, loving father, to the feast of the fattened 

calf.  
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 Now, you know the tendency of us sinners when hearing 

that parable. The tendency is to say, “Well, if God will welcome 

me back in forgiveness, then what prevents me from going out 

and ‘living large’, idolizing my money and – once I’ve 

squandered it all – then coming back to God?” Answer: today’s 

parable. This parable of the unjust steward. 

 Now, this is a difficult parable when we make the 

assumption that every detail has to have a heavenly meaning, 

so we start trying to convince ourselves that the rich man is a 

picture of God, and his money is a picture of the riches of 

heaven, and the unjust steward somehow is appreciated by 

God for so shrewdly ‘saving his own skin’ by sharing the riches 

of God with others. That’s a totally bogus interpretation. 

 Not every detail of these heavenly parables needs to 

have a heavenly interpretation. And when you realize that, the 

parable is quite simple: A dishonest manager is told by his boss 

that he’s going to get fired, and he concocts a plan to 

dishonestly use his master’s money to curry favor with and 

build a rapport with debtors so that they will think kindly of 

him when he loses his job. The rich man, also being an every-

man-for-himself son of the world, recognizes the shrewdness of 

his fellow ‘son of the world.’ 
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 Now, how does this apply to the previous parable? In 

the previous parable, the son “squandered” his father’s 

property. In this parable, the manager “wasted” his master’s 

possessions. In the Greek, the word for both is exactly the same 

– −. They both wasted everything out of love for 

themselves. Now, in the previous parable, the emphasis is, 

“When you repent of idolizing daily bread, there is 

forgiveness.” But, so as to protect us from the antinomian spirit 

that says, “Well fine, I’ll go waste everything on myself, then 

then plead ignorance and feign repentance to be forgiven,” 

Jesus then gives this parable to say, “There is a right use of 

daily bread.”  

 Notice that: Jesus himself says, “There is a beneficial 

way to use daily bread.” So he gives a parable in which even 

the unfaithful and wicked, the sons of the world, those whose 

only god is their bellies, those who are loyal to and serve only 

themselves (Metheism) … if even the sons of the world 

understand to shrewdly use the daily bread in a way that serves 

their god (themselves), then the sons of light can understand to 

shrewdly use daily bread in a way that serves the true God. For 

to use daily bread faithfully is to serve God. But “no servant can 

serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the 
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other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. 

You cannot serve God and money.”  

 We know that in theory, but we so often fall of the 

other side of the horse and say, “Well then, Jesus teaches that 

money is sinful and that I have to choose between money and 

heaven.” That’s not at all what Jesus teaches! Again, Jesus 

himself says that daily bread is to be used beneficially with faith 

in God and love for one another. And what does that mean?  

Let’s consider the rather cryptic first word of the 

parable’s explanation in verse 9: “I tell you, make friends for 

yourselves by means of unrighteous wealth, so that when it 

fails they may receive you into the eternal dwellings.”  

The reference to “unrighteous wealth” does not mean 

“sinful possessions.” Unrighteous can simply mean ‘common, 

temporal, not of the holy and divine things.’ Yes, that which is 

common will fail – “when it fails”, Jesus says – it will fail, give 

way, rot and decay – but it will have served its purpose to 

encourage and support friends and share with them the love of 

daily dwellings, that they may one day share and rejoice with 

you in the life of eternal dwellings. But, if they are to share with 

you in eternal dwellings ,then implicitly the friends are, by 
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default, Christians… for only Christians can share with you the 

rejoicing over things eternal.  

So then, the whole admonition of Christ is 

straightforward: the ‘unrighteous wealth’ or daily bread of life 

is beneficially used not only for your bodily well-being, but also 

to encourage, support, and share with fellow Christians – that, 

together, they and you may be encouraged to keep your eyes 

fixed on the eternal bread that never fails. 

This explanation should not surprise us. It’s found 

throughout the Scriptures. What does the epistle say?: “Do 

good to everyone, especially those of the household of faith.” 

What does Jesus say to the Christian when separating the 

sheep from the goats?: “When you did this to the least of my 

brothers, you did it to me.” What does the apostle say, but “If 

you have the world’s goods and your brother in need, yet close 

your heart to him, how does God’s love abide in you?” And, 

again, the apostle says, “Beloved, let us love one another.” 

What does Jesus teach us to pray for, but daily bread, and then 

who does he turn our attention to, but those Christians with 

whom we are to share nothing short of the forgiveness of 

sins.... and, if sharing something as eternal as the forgiveness of 

sins, then certainly the previous petition’s daily bread is also on 
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the table to share beneficially, as the early Church exhibited 

regularly, sharing openly with all the faithful who had need. 

 Thus, in the first days of the Church, the Holy Spirit 

records not only the sharing of things eternal, but also of things 

temporal… not only things of eternal life, but of daily life. And 

in this way, the first Christians – even in the face of 

persecution, tyranny, and societal disdain – they shrewdly 

encouraged one another, that they might continue together in 

the faith (make friends with one another), in their eager 

expectation when the daily bread would fail at just the right 

moment… for daily bread (as it is a gift of God) will only fail 

when this life’s dwellings give way to eternal dwellings. And 

because you need never worry about daily bread failing too 

early, you may share it freely for one another’s benefit.  

So then, we can see the two extreme mishandlings of 

daily bread, either into which the Christian can fall. On the one 

hand, we may hoard and idolize our daily bread, as if it is the 

path to utopia and eternal life. Against such things, God says in 

the parable, “Fool, this night, your life is required of you.” Yes, 

the fool (who the Scriptures say, says in his heart, “there is no 

god”… “so let us eat and drink for tomorrow we die!”), that fool 

will only too late realize his idolatry of daily bread was not 
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beneficial in the preparation for everlasting life. On the other 

hand, the other extreme is thinking so little of the Father’s gift 

of daily bread (supposing it useless for the Church’s earthly life 

together in the mysteries of God) that we waste it so as to 

make friends only for this life, rather than to “make friends” 

(or, support friends) that share our hope in eternal life. But, 

doesn’t God give the Church daily bread just as he gives daily 

bread to the wicked? Isn’t it so that God gives daily bread that 

can be used for the earthly benefit of the Church awaiting the 

revealing of the kingdom of heaven? If the wicked – whose 

utopia is supposedly “your best life now” – know how to use 

daily bread to that end, why shouldn’t Christians make our 

daily bread use all about and focused on our mutual share in 

the true utopia, the true heavenly city, that God prepares on 

Mt Zion? 

 So, I can idolize my daily bread to be so important to me 

that I live all of my life chasing after and hoarding money. Or, I 

can think it so useless for the life of faith that I squander it all 

away in earthly pleasure… or I leave it for the temporal well-

being of the unfaithful rather than, say, leaving an earthly 

inheritance for the next generation of the faithful who look 

forward to sharing with me the eternal inheritance. 
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 In the same way, I can idolize my daily bread of spouse 

and children, so that life is meaningless to me without them 

(yes, it can be a matter of idolization if our understandable 

time of grief or loneliness turns into a claim of “Without spouse 

and child, or because I lost spouse or child, I have no reason to 

go on without them”). We can idolize them, so that we give up 

the gospel and compromise the Faith for the sake of having 

them… or, I can claim spouse and child and the things of family 

life are so useless in the affairs of the kingdom of heaven that I 

don’t bother to share with them the faith, raise them up in the 

confession, and teach them to value their Christ and His Church 

more than anything else in all the world.   

And, as we consider the idolization of spouse and 

children, we can turn to the tangent issue of vocation (that’s 

part of the daily bread equation, isn’t it). Yes, I can either 

idolize vocation, so that I think that this job or position in life is 

my righteousness and identity, or I can think it so useless a part 

of the baptismal life that I don’t bother to live it out faithfully 

and make the good confession in all I say and do. But, is not 

every vocation lived to confess one’s hope in his god?  For 

example, we see clearly how shrewdly the godless politicians 

carry out their vocations to serve themselves and drive their 
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ideologies; what prevents a Christian from carrying out similar 

vocations to serve God by boldly confessing His holy will and 

eternal goodness before men?  

Indeed, I should live my vocation to share the ‘common’ 

things with spouse, children, parents, employer…the Scripture 

even says ‘the one who is taught the Word sharing with the 

one who teaches’! Really? The pastor’s existence has anything 

to do with daily bread? Yes, for Christ gave daily bread for our 

‘shared good’ in the unrighteous wealth, that we might use it 

beneficially and thereby encourage each other in the righteous 

wealth of the forgiveness of sin, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  

So then, Christ rightly teaches us the two-side fallacy 

regarding daily bread: Don’t idolize it that you hoard it; don’t 

waste it and find it useless for life in the faith. Instead, use daily 

bread to live faithfully and encourage your fellow Christians in 

the faith. 

The Pharisees knew this was Jesus’ teaching; it pricked 

them at the heart. And, as they loved money as an agent of 

their Metheism, they mocked Christ’s teaching. And he said to 

them, “You justify yourselves before men – (use your money to 

curry favor with the unrighteous)… but what is exalted among 
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men is an abomination in the sight of God.” In other words, the 

love of the unrighteous wealth – so that it is used either in 

hoarding or in wasting to satisfy the whims of Metheism – is an 

abomination in the sight of God. 

 But, as no salvation can be found in such abomination, 

what is the opposite of that abomination, what is pleasing in 

the sight of God, that salvation may be found? Only Christ 

Jesus, he who spent all He had, shared all He had, freely gave 

all He had, that He might save us and call us brothers, and 

share with his brothers the bread of heaven, the bread that 

never fails, for and in the life that never fades away. 

 And what share were we able to give him in return? Our 

mortality, our sins, our burdened consciences, our emptiness 

before and even enmity toward God.  

 And yet, undeterred, Christ shrewdly took up the daily 

bread of life in his path to the cross – six large vessels of water 

at Cana, five loaves and two fish, spit and dirt to apply to a 

blind man’s eyes, dinner invitations to teach and eat with 

sinners – he made use of that daily bread of daily life to make 

enemies of God to become brothers by, and friends of, 

salvation.  
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 He shared with us not just unrighteous wealth, but 

heaven’s full treasure of righteous wealth: he shared with us 

the holy merit of his cross; in holy baptism, shared with us the 

righteous and holy title ‘son’; in absolution, shares with us his 

blameless and clear conscience before the Father; in his holy 

doctrine, shares with us the divine treasures of his wisdom and 

knowledge… In the Holy Supper, shares with us the guest of 

honor’s access to the marriage banquet turns the unrighteous 

wealth of bread and wine into the righteous wealth of heaven 

and shares with us his own body and blood upon which to feast 

and by which to be strengthened.  And, through all that, He will 

share with us in our own flesh the fruits of his resurrection and 

with our own human nature the glory of the ascension of his 

own human nature.  

 Why would any Christian be hesitant to learn how to see 

and use daily bread to encourage others unto Christ the Living 

Bread from heaven? Why would any Christian not rejoice in the 

opportunity God gives us to shrewdly use the unrighteous 

wealth of daily bread as a means to encourage Christians in the 

Church’s earthly life below in our sojourn together unto the 

Church’s heavenly life above? 
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 As we prayed in the Collect, “O Lord, keep Your Church 

in Your perpetual mercy… and lead us to all things profitable to 

our salvation.” Yes, by Christ’s own testimony, even daily bread 

has a proper place and a proper role – a profitability, if you will 

– in encouraging one another to hold fast to Christ, He who has 

secured for you and shared with you the full righteous wealth 

of His own divine inheritance and treasure.  

 So thank God not just for the eternal wealth, but also for 

his daily bread, for He equips you with it to employ faithfully. 

And thank God not just for the eternal life which is your 

inheritance, but for the daily life which, as St Paul says, is your 

fruitful labor… that each morning, with an eye on the eternal 

Day, you having meaning and purpose in this earthly day, 

saying, “This [This day and its daily bread] is the day the Lord 

has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!” 

 
 

In the Name of the Father 
And of the Son 

And of the Holy Spirit. 
+ AMEN + 

 
 
Rev. Mark C. Bestul 
Calvary Lutheran Church 
September 18, 2022 


