
John 17:20-26 
Seventh Sunday of Easter 

May 29, 2022 
 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Our text, Jesus prays to the Father “that they may all be one, 
just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may 
be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me.” 
He continues, “Father, I desire that they also, whom you have 
given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory…” 
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
 Before digging into this text, take a step back and 

consider the Easter season. For three Sundays, we considered 

various accounts of the risen Lord revealing himself to his 

followers, that our faith might be grounded in the testimony of 

eyewitnesses and, in a sense, our faith may live by their sight. 

Then, the middle Sunday of the Easter season, we meditated 

upon the image of the Good Shepherd – the Lord Jesus’ 

everlasting care for His Church. Then, these last three Sundays 

of Easter we have meditated upon Jesus’ own focus on his 

ascension. Think about that! – in the Easter season, Christ 

spends just as much time pointing us to his ascension (the 

glorious festival of which was this past Thursday – the 40th day 

after His resurrection) as He does revealing to us anew the 

visible, tangible truth of his resurrection.  
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 It is so terribly important that we see the ascension 

aright, a penultimate step (the second-to-last) of the Church’s 

everlasting glory (the last step being Christ’s visible return). 

Indeed, it is so important that Jesus himself not only spends 

time teaching his disciples about it in the Upper Room on the 

night of his betrayal, but He also prays about it – namely His 

Church’s share in it – in his prayer to the Father before 

resolutely setting off into the hour of his passion.  

 What a partial, less-than-total understanding of the faith 

the Church has and lives in when she does not appreciate the 

Lord’s focus on and desire to share with His Church the glory of 

His ascended life.  

 And so, just as important as it is to know that Christ died 

for us and that He rose victorious for our vindicated hope, 

equally important is it to learn His desire for the Church’s share 

in His ascension… perhaps our very best window into the 

inheritance that awaits us.  

 Now, that initial meditation drives us into our Gospel 

Reading. Our text picks up twenty verses into Jesus’ High 

Priestly prayer, for the first nineteen verses are specifically 

about the Twelve and the need for them to be protected, that 
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the Gospel may go out into all the world. Now, in verse 20, his 

attention turns from the Twelve to us:  

“I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will 

believe in me through their word” – that’s you. You have been 

granted a divine gift of believing in Christ through the apostles’ 

word. Do you sometimes find hearing the Word boring, 

laborious, arduous, obligatory? Repent, and heap upon your 

ungrateful Old Adam the shameful drowning death he 

deserves, so that New Adam may be free to ‘imbibe deeply’ 

upon this rich gift of the apostolic word, a gift to you from 

Christ himself, as He most fervently prayed for on the night of 

His passion:  

“[I ask] for all those who will believe in me through their 

word, that they may all be one, just as you Father are in me, 

and I in you, that they also may be in us.” In other words, unity. 

A unity of heart, mind, and will. A unity defined not by us – not 

by my will or your mind or someone else’s heart – but defined 

by the holy unity of the Father and the Son. What does the Son 

say of himself, “I am the way, the truth, and the life”? But what 

does He also say of the Father? - “Your Word is truth.” And 

what does He say of Father and Son together? – “I and the 

Father are One.” And what does He say of those who belong to 
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Father and Son: “I give them eternal life… and no one will 

snatch them out of my hand… and no one is able to snatch 

them out of the Father’s hand.” Unity in the divine and 

everlasting truth: “Remain in my word and you will know the 

truth.” 

 And as the Church remains in this truth and united 

confession, this concordia, then the world is gifted (as if by way 

of a sacred megaphone) the undeniable, near deafening 

proclamation of the truth, that the world, too, may share in the 

inheritance of forgiveness, life and salvation. Isn’t that the 

‘ripple effect’ of Jesus’ love and compassion?: He prays for the 

apostles, that they may benefit the faithful, that the faithful 

may benefit the world, that the world may become numbered 

among the faithful: “That they (the faithful) may be in us, so 

that the world may believe that you have sent me.” 

 Now, Jesus includes in the prayer another term that 

amplifies the beauty of that term “unity.” He says, “The glory 

that you have given me, I have given to them.” Friends, 

regardless of what the world thinks of your unity with Christ 

and the Father, Christ himself declares that it is true glory. Not 

just glorious according to your standards or the world’s 

standards, but true glory. Glory the Father gives; glory as the 
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Son knows glory to be! He, the Lord of glory, the very definition 

and person of glory… of that glory He says, “I have given[it] to 

them.” 

 Consider that and how indescribable that inheritance is. 

It may be totally veiled now, for we live in the shadows of the 

Fall; but one day it will be revealed to sight. And, even before 

then, he gives us glimpses of it (so that we might say with St 

Paul “now we see dimly”) – certainly glimpses of it in the Divine 

Service, as faith receives the Lord’s blessings right here and 

now in Word and Sacrament. You might also say God gives us 

glimpses of our future glory also in the sense that the Church 

(no matter how feeble and futile it appears before the world) is 

the only kingdom that has never been / can never be 

overcome. Oh, it may be persecuted and intimidated and 

threatened with censorship and silencing and lockdown, and it 

may even be plagued with false prophets from within, so that 

she appears to die out in one corner of the world while growing 

in another corner of the world … but how glorious her struggle 

is, that she continues to sail toward the horizon of the eternal 

day when every other kingdom crumbles, every other ship 

sinks, every other nation rises and falls… and, by God’s grace, 

she continues to quietly sail in the gentle wind of the Holy 
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Spirit, who guides her by Word and Sacrament toward the 

horizon. That’s a glory that is yours solely because Christ has 

shared it with you, even as He equated you to himself on the 

very morning of His resurrection: “I am going to my Father and 

your Father, my God and your God.” 

 As that glorious unity is ours, it is the most shameful 

thing to ever threaten it with sinful passions and slothful 

indifference… to unite yourself to false gods of earth, as idols 

and priorities for you, over the true unity and glory of 

everlasting inheritance into which the Church has been 

baptized and adopted. How can we be so willing to give up the 

truth of God and its glory for the lies of the world and their 

vainglory? How can we desire the comforts of this world more 

than, as a distraction to and replacement of the glory of the life 

of the world to come? … especially when Jesus prays to the 

Father that His very greatest desire is that we may be with him 

and look on his glory and bask in its brilliance and benefit from 

its everlasting goodness? Isn’t that what He prays for in the 

text:  

“Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given me, 
may be with me where I am, to see my glory.”  
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Think on this… in the very hour of his greatest worldly 

discomforts, his suffering and passion, the hour in which his 

own disciple would betray him, his closest friends would 

forsake him, the whole world would (by his own testimony) 

“leave [him] alone,” He nevertheless has in mind sharing his 

glory with you, desiring that you would be with him where he is 

so that He even forgives your sloth and unbelief… with the 

result that you can now appreciate that what He said to 

Thomas in the upper room, he said not in chastisement and 

discipline, but in love and compassion,  

“In my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, 
would I have told you that I go and prepare a place for you? 
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again 
and will take you unto myself, that where I am, you may be 
also.” 

 
And, if his divine compassion and his heart’s desire is to have 

you with him in the eternal inheritance, that you may forever 

shine in the radiance of his glory – that you “may be with me 

where I am, to see my glory” – then why would we be so easily 

and sinfully distracted and dismayed by worldly passions, 

worldly problems, worldly promises to not have our eyes 

always and forever fixed on this glorious inheritance? 
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 And yet, He knows you have struggled with this focus. 

Your eyes, mind, heart have wandered off and endangered 

your soul – everything from money to popularity to mystic self-

help to ‘the girlfriend/boyfriend who will love you if you give up 

the faith’ to pornography to philosophy to pietistic 

righteousness to societal utopias to shame and despair. Yes, he 

knows how much you have struggled to remain focused on 

your identity as the baptized and the inheritance it brings… 

which is exactly why He prays for you, isn’t it? He wouldn’t pray 

for you if He knew you had it in you to defend and safeguard 

yourself!  

 Indeed, you might say, He goes beyond praying for you. 

He’s not a savior who dies for your sins, then prays from a 

distance for your righteousness and hopes it will all work out 

well for you. Rather, right in His prayer to the Father, what 

does He say?: “I made known to them your name, and I will 

continue to make it known” – Yes, just as He preached in 

Jerusalem and Galilee during his state of messianic humiliation, 

so He will continue to preach forgiveness of sins in his 

everlasting exaltation and will share with His Church his glory 

from his throne of grace. Notice, that already, in the Upper 

Room, he planned for that Word that he taught to go out unto 
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all nations, and for that Supper he had instituted to continue to 

go out and sustain the Church of this new testament. These are 

no afterthoughts – invented by the Church that worships from 

afar a distant Christ. These are the plans and purposes of Christ 

Himself, who not only institutes them, but then prays to the 

Father that He (Jesus) pledges to continue to make the Father’s 

good gifts and holy love known to the Church which that loving 

heavenly Father entrusted to the shepherding care of His Son. 

And, with what result? What does Christ desire and 

expect from this plan of continuing to make known the Father’s 

name and truth? – “that the love with which you have loved 

me may be in them (in other words, the good and holy Law, 

there’s the love with which God loved the Son, because His 

holy Law is good and perfect and complete and true and one, 

that law teaches and hands down true love in God’s perfect will 

and holiness)… and, what else will result from Jesus’ efforts to 

make known the Father’s name and truth – “that [the Father’s 

love] may be in them… and I in them” (Gospel!!), Christ in your 

heart as the result of the preaching of Christ for you on the 

cross and the clothing of Christ over you in baptism and the 

feeding of Christ himself right onto your tongue and over your 

lips. Christ is the one who sustains you – by his own testimony 
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– He forgives and sustains you with the same powerful Word 

He gave to the apostles to take with them and go preach 

forgiveness into all corners of the earth and come find you. And 

as you have been found and saved, you are now sustained and 

safeguarded, that you may have in you both Law and Gospel – 

the Love of God and the Gospel of Christ, with the result of 

faith in God (there’s the effect of the Gospel of Christ) and 

fervent love toward one another (the effect of the Love of 

God). This faith in God and fervent love toward your neighbor 

flows out from you because in Law and Gospel Christ sustains 

you, because in his joy over you He desires to share with you 

the inheritance of his ascension, that where He is you may be 

with him and behold forever his ascended and everlasting 

glory. 

 
In the Name of the Father 

And of the Son 
And of the Holy Spirit. 

+ AMEN + 
 
Rev. Mark C. Bestul 
Calvary Lutheran Church 
May 29, 2022 


