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Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Our text, the Gospel Reading, in which Jesus says, “You have 
sorrow now, but I will see you again and your hearts will 
rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you.” 
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
 With the Gospel Reading and the hymn, our euphoric 

Easter joy has suddenly taken on a more subdued, 

contemplative tone, hasn’t it? Why so? Let’s make sure we 

know where our Gospel reading is from, and that will help us 

understand why the change in tenor and afford us opportunity 

to meditate upon Christ’s words deeply: 

Our text is part of Jesus’ discourse to his disciples in the 

Upper Room on the night He was betrayed. His thoughts propel 

us beyond the cross, even beyond the empty tomb. The 

disciples’ own questioning of “What is this that he says to us, ‘A 

little while’… and ‘because I go to the Father’?” confirm and 

clarify for us that Jesus is speaking of His ascension. (If you 

think that Ascension is not an important festival in the life of 

the Church, consider that Jesus was meditating upon it in the 



  2 

                                                                   2 

hours before his death, indeed in the hour of the Institution of 

the Supper!) 

 Indeed, His ascension is foundational to our 

understanding that, as he says, “My kingdom is not of this 

world” and “Where I am going you cannot now come” and “I 

will see you again and your hearts will rejoice.” Yes, the 

Ascension is essential to the full understanding of the Gospel! 

And with his ascension, what had he promised but the 

coming of the Holy Spirit – Pentecost! Thus, the first paragraph 

of our text:  

 
“When the Spirit of Truth comes, He will guide you into all 
the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, but 
whatever He hears He will speak, and He will declare to you 
the things that are to come. He will glorify me, for he will 
take what is mine and declare it to you.” 

 
In those few sentences, Jesus summarizes the day and 

aftermath of Pentecost – namely, the birth and life of the New 

Testament Church (and, recall, by New Testament, we mean 

“the final will and testament instituted by Christ, sealed by His 

death, distributed to the heirs.”  That all visually becomes 

manifest in the weeks just beyond the empty tomb, as we 

ourselves prepare to observe each momentous occasion again 

this month (Ascension in 11 days, Pentecost in 21 days.) 
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And if all of that is the backdrop, then Jesus points the 

disciples’ attention beyond His empty tomb, to the life of the 

Church in anticipation of living no longer by sight, but by faith 

in the ascended Christ. But not “by faith” in the cynic’s sense, 

who thinks the Church lives by fairytale irrational hope; rather, 

“by faith” in the sense that, just as we all leave here today, you 

will live by faith that we are all going about our daily lives and 

will see each other again next week. You live by faith – 

confidence in things unseen – that I am still about my business 

and you can call me when I get into my study on Tuesday, or 

can text/email me and I’ll respond. Yes, you live by faith in 

things unseen all the time. And so, it is not religious fanaticism 

to confess that the Church which once in history watched its 

Savior ascend into the heavens now lives ‘by faith that He is still 

about His business’ and will visibly return in glory. And, unlike 

faith in my return to the study (for I may die tomorrow) your 

faith in Christ’s presence and reliability is certain and will not 

be put to shame. 

And you must remember that, for as He points you 

forward to that post-ascension life awaiting His visible return, 

He speaks plainly and honestly (and even authoritatively) that 
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you will know sorrow that could shake your confidence that He 

is still about His business and will visibly come again.  

It's an interesting word choice, that “sorrow.” Not fear 

or struggle or hardship, but sorrow, weeping, lamenting. 

Sadness brought about by so much destruction in a world that 

was supposed to be, created to be, God’s perfect and beautiful 

dwelling place with man! What’s more, a world that should be 

rejoicing over its completed salvation by the Christ! And yet, 

what do the faithful see has become of it?: How much sadness 

that our schools believe our children belong to them, that our 

politicians destroy our society, that our youth can’t even watch 

cartoons or go to amusement parks without indoctrination, 

that our businesses believe social engineering is more their 

vocation than the honest provision of daily bread… and, these 

examples are just recent microcosms of a much larger, 

centuries long sorrow for the Church… and in the face of it all, 

our friends and loved ones who would so benefit from 

understanding ‘our help is in the name of the Lord’ instead 

believe the idolization of this messy world is their true savior – 

that Christ is ‘make-believe’ and their insanity is truth! 

Heartache and sorrow indeed. And Christ knows how it shakes 

our confidence.  
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Does he not know the frailty of our hearts? Even in 

earthly matters, how often do we call a vendor one day and – if 

that vendor does not respond in a timely fashion – we lose 

faith in the trustworthiness of that vendor. Or, to use the 

earlier analogy, as we await the pastor to return to the study 

on Tuesday, how long might that wait seem if something comes 

up Sunday afternoon?... especially if our message is tenth in 

line and he doesn’t get back to us until Wednesday?  

And if such is so among men, how much more frail are 

our hearts when we wonder if our ascended Lord is still about 

his business? … especially as – in keeping with the analogy – his 

coming again among us seems like a far later day in the week, 

and yet we’ve had something come up on Sunday afternoon!  

But, what if – again, in keeping with the analogy – the 

pastor was able to tell you ahead of time (say, Sunday 

morning), “You will have some difficulty this afternoon. Hang in 

there, you’ll be okay, and we’ll resolve it on Tuesday”? Would 

that not calm the urgency of our hearts, especially if I had been 

able to foretell and reveal to you a truth that would help define 

the reality of the situation! 

 So then, how does our Lord begin his words of blunt, 

honest reassurance: “Truly, truly, I say to you.” Every time He 
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says that phrase, you know to perk up your ears. For every time 

He says it, He is revealing to you a doctrinal truth that defines 

all of reality. For example,  

 

• Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is 
the slave of sin. 

• Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born from above, 
He cannot see the kingdom of heaven. 

• Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes has eternal 
life. 

• Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and 
believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not 
come into judgment, but has passed out of death into 
life. 

 
Indeed, every time, he is proclaiming to us some 

overarching truth about Himself or His kingdom and the 

beneficiaries of it, that we might recognize the truth that 

defines reality. And so, it’s perhaps a bitter pill to swallow 

when he says to his Church in our text, “Truly, truly, I say to 

you, you will weep and lament, but the world will rejoice.” 

We know that all too well. It always seems the Church is 

on the losing side of life, doesn’t it? That life would be much 

better if I would renounce the faith and be loved by the world. 

Because, doesn’t it always seem the world gets its way, as if it 

has some inside scoop, and we’re missing out because of 
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irrelevant heavenly musings and archaic opinions and stodgy 

rules. Yet, here we’re told to hang in there, knowing the world 

will kick us while we’re down. And our Lord even tells us, “You 

will weep and lament, the world will rejoice.”  

So, why has he told us? Why pour this salt in the 

wounds and squeeze lemons over the cut? 

Not so that we might play the victim card and live our 

daily lives in victimization. He tells us not just because of the 

evils of the world, but because of the sinful waywardness – the 

quick despair – of our own sinful hearts. Yes, he knows how 

much we must be forgiven for despair and doubt. He knows 

how much strengthening we need. So, he not only promises to 

each week come and forgive, come and strengthen, come and 

sustain us with his true, yet mysterious flesh-and-blood 

presence… not only does he do that joyfully mysterious work of 

forgiving sins and strengthening faith in Word and Sacrament, 

but he also – even before that – prefaces all of it by being 

bluntly honest in telling us what is to come. And why? Two 

reasons:  

First, that he might tell us before it happens and thereby 

prepare our hearts and minds in Christian resolve and in 

Christian comfort that our Lord knows what is coming (He even 
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says in verses that lead into our text, “I have told you 

beforehand, that when the hour comes you may remember 

that I told them to you.”) It’s just like that image I gave of the 

pastor somehow being able to say on Sunday morning, “This 

afternoon, you’ll have some difficulty, but hang in there, you’ll 

be okay, and we’ll resolve it on Tuesday.” What comfort and 

resolve that would give us! Yet, with far more authority and 

certain foreknowledge, Jesus speaks to us these forewarnings 

before His ascension so that our knees need not buckle, our 

hearts need not faint and our souls need not lose faith that our 

victorious Christ is still about his business even more readily 

than the pastor you can phone or text at a moment’s notice.  

 So, first, he tells us to comfort and calm us in the time of 

need, and grant us patience and resolve before the world. But 

the second reason that He tells us is that He might remind us to 

look further on the horizon than just his own empty tomb and 

visible departure: “I say to you, you will weep and lament but 

the world will rejoice. You will be sorrowful but your sorrow 

will turn into joy.” The Gospel is not just Christ’s victory over 

sin, death, and the fallen world, but also your share in that 

victory. And with your objective share in it, your subjective joy 

regarding it! You may live every day of life with certain 
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confidence that no matter what sorrow you face in this life, it 

will turn to joy in the next. The fallen and faithless world may 

appear to reign supreme now, but it will not have the final say. 

It will not get the last laugh. It will not outlast the God of 

heaven. The Church’s faith that its Lord is preparing a place for 

it, that it might leave the former things of the old creation and 

inherit and take up eternal residence in the things of the new 

creation – that faith will not be in vain! 

 Isn’t that what we hear in our Epistle Reading from 

Revelation? “And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming 

down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for 

her husband.” Notice, the holy city is the bride. The holy city is 

the Church, and the Church is forever the heir of the new 

heaven and new earth her risen and victorious groom shares 

with her… so that that image continues:  

 
“I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the 
dwelling place of God is with man (there’s Christ and His 
Church). He will dwell with them, and they will be his 
people, and God himself will be with them as their God.”  

 
And then, the scene repeats the words we heard last week 

from Revelation 7 about those coming out of the great 
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tribulation, coming out of this valley of sorrow and exchanging 

that sorrow for eternal joy (quote):  

He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death 
shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning nor crying 
nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed 
away…. “Behold, I am making all things new.” 

 
And if this is the joy that awaits us, then we can understand the 

analogy Jesus gives to conclude our text:  

 
“When a woman is giving birth, she has sorrow because her 
hour has come, but when she has delivered the baby, she 
no longer remembers the anguish, for joy that a human 
being has been born into the world.” 

 
Now that might seem like a happenstance useful comparison 

randomly chosen, but it’s not. These disciples had heard it 

before. In fact, just two days before. Two days before this text, 

they had been standing in the temple courtyards, and Jesus 

was explaining to them the things of the end times. What 

would it look like? What would it sound like? What would it 

feel like? And he speaks of wars, rumors of war, nation against 

nation, kingdom against kingdom, famine, earthquakes in 

various places. False Christs claiming false gospels, leading 

many astray into false hope, others astray into indifference; 

children will rise up against their parents, parents against 
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children, wives and husbands against one another – all to 

harass the faithful and destroy the Church … all of this will 

happen, but, Jesus says, “these are the beginning of the birth 

pains.” 

 ‘Yes,’ Jesus says on that Tuesday of Holy Week, ‘I can tell 

you now how the Church will spend its earthly days – in those 

‘end times’ – awaiting my return.’  

 And, two days after that preaching, as His mind is on the 

safety of His Church that lives in the faith of his ongoing work 

unseen – He uses the same analogy of labor and birth pains to 

remind the Church that its life in those end times – from his 

ascension and Pentecost to his visible return – is not forsaken 

or forgotten, and need not be lived in despair or desperation.  

Rather, “You will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn into 

joy… [just as that woman who, after great tribulation and labor 

pains, rejoices in bringing her child into his new surroundings] 

so also you [heirs of the New Creation] have sorrow now, but I 

will see you again and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will 

take that joy from you.” 

 
In the Name of the Father 

And of the Son 
And of the Holy Spirit. 

+ AMEN + 
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