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Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
Our text, from the Holy Gospel according to St John, “Now none of 
the disciples dared ask him, ‘Who are you?’ They knew it was the 
Lord.” 
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 

 How many times do the eyewitnesses need to be 

eyewitnesses before it is safe to believe their word? It might seem 

a reasonable skepticism to say, “You know, that first eyewitness 

testimony was the evening of the third day. They were afraid of 

the Jews. They had been traumatized by the events of the 

previous few days. They wanted Jesus to be alive, and so they 

thought they saw him.” That could be argued to be a reasonable 

skepticism, couldn’t it?  

 And then, it might be argued, that second time – when he 

supposedly appeared to them again when Thomas was with them 

– perhaps Thomas just really wanted to be part of the crowd, and 

the peer pressure was just too great. So, he said he saw Jesus 

alive, when he really didn’t.”  

 But now, there’s this third time (and, how often do the 

Scriptures speak of the weight of three eyewitness testimonies?)… 
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a third time Jesus was revealed to them, but this time under quite 

different circumstances:  

 There’s no one afraid of the Jews; there’s no one 

potentially caving to peer pressure, no traumatized and fearful 

disciples hidden in a Jerusalem upper room. In fact, the beginning 

of this account is rather unlike any other post-resurrection 

account in that it’s rather normal, mundane… well away from the 

events of Jerusalem, near the Sea of Tiberias (which you know 

better as the Sea of Galilee.) Here, they are home – in a safe, 

calm, familiar place that takes them back to the years before they 

followed that supposed Messiah – they’re home, on the shores of 

the Sea of Galilee. 

 Weeks after the resurrection, on the Sea of Galilee many 

of the fishermen-turned-disciples so comfortably knew as 

“home,”  here they return to “normal” daily life: “I’m going 

fishing,” Peter says; “and we’re going with you,” the others say. 

These are not circumstances that bring mass hysteria and 

hallucinations.  These are the daily details of calm normalcy.  

  And yet, here again they see and behold and even eat 

breakfast with the risen Lord Jesus. There can be no denying it; 

our text even says, “None of the disciples dared ask him, ‘Who are 

you?’ They knew it was the Lord.” So, if there can be no denying 

the truth of the resurrection (not after three different events with 
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at least seven witnesses each!), then all that’s left is to ask the 

question, “What are the ramifications of this great truth?” And, to 

that question, our text speaks volumes.  

 Consider the sense of a return to normalcy, for that’s 

something we can sympathize with quite well: when things have 

gotten busy, gotten bizarre, gotten ‘out-of-control,’ we want a 

return to normalcy that again makes us feel like we have things 

under control: “I’m going fishing,” Peter says, for that’s something 

he knows something about, that’s something in which he feels 

under control.  

 It’s not wrong to desire a return to normal – even, for 

example – after the festivities of Holy Week. God has called us to 

daily vocations, and those daily vocations are to be lived out in 

quiet and peaceable lives we might define as “normal.” 

 Recall when Covid hit, and the government decided to 

shut down society. And, after weeks of sensing that daily life was 

bizarre and out-of-control, we all wanted to regain the sense that 

things were under control, that we could return to normal. But, 

then, we heard most unwelcome news: the powerful declared 

there would be a new normal. And ever since, the influential in 

Europe and Australia and Canada, and even here in the United 

States, have tried to claim a new normal… even going so far as to 

have advanced by the World Economic Forum a ‘new world order’ 
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known as the Great Reset, so that just this last week, the Health 

Minister of Britain renewed year-long calls for the British to get 

used to the new normal of eating less meat to supposedly fight 

climate change and, in our own land, a new Disinformation 

Governance Board was created to declare Truth.  

 Understandably, the average Christian may ask, “Who is 

powerful to declare a new normal over my daily life? Who has 

authority to define a new normal beyond my control?” 

 But, sadly, as much as we love the normal and don’t want 

anyone to change it without our consent, daily life is commonly 

adjusting to new normals not under our control – new normals 

not always forced upon us by powers of society, but by the power 

and consequences of the Fall, sin, death, and the grave. 

Yesterday’s healthy and physically fit suddenly endures the new 

normal of a stroke or cancer diagnosis. Yesterday’s happily 

married spouse suddenly lives under the new normal of 

widowhood. Yesterday’s wealthy suddenly wrestle with the new 

normal of a lost job and poverty; yesterday’s popular suddenly 

experience the new normal of anonymity without the limelight. 

The happy, quiet family life is suddenly jarred by the new normal 

of life’s hurdles – a child’s diagnosed long-term illness, a car 

accident that leaves one or more family members dead or 

maimed, a teenager suddenly admitting he’s been dabbling in and 
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has adopted for himself worldly lies, a marriage suddenly violated 

and falling apart.   

 This is what life in a broken world does to us, doesn’t it? 

And, in our fear of the new normal, in our desire to be happy and 

put everything under our control, we simply want to return to 

normal, or as our younger generations know it, “go to our safe 

space”… or our “happy place” or, as Peter says it for us all, “I am 

going fishing.”  

 But, for Peter and the disciples, there is a new normal that 

undeniably, irrefutably, inescapably defines all of daily life. The 

risen Christ appears on the shore and reminds the disciples he had 

once foretold of them a new normal as fishers of men on behalf of 

the victorious Messiah. Had they not once before heard this odd 

command to cast their nets to the other side of the boat? … in 

fact, quite early in Jesus’ ministry? Had not Peter said, “Depart 

from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man”? But Jesus had declared for 

them a new normal – “From now on you will catch men.” And 

Jesus had promised a new normal even far more unfathomable 

than fishers of men – a new creation, a rebirth into that new 

creation, a new normal of resurrected life beyond the grave.  

 And that which he had declared even from early in his 

ministry, he now proves in his own risen flesh and blood. Here, 

before them, is the firstfruits of the resurrection. Here, before 
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them, is the risen God-Man to whose sacrificial death all men 

have been drawn and regarding whom all hearts of faith or 

unbelief are exposed. Here, before them, is the Christ, once 

crucified, now risen… and to Him belongs the power and authority 

to bring them out of the old normal of the Fall and Death into the 

new normal of Life and the Resurrection.  

 Isn’t that exactly what the four living creatures and the 

twenty-four elders in the images of Revelation (perhaps signifying 

the four evangelists and the 12 tribes of Israel plus the 12 

apostles) all confess regarding Christ’s authority, as heard in our 

Second Reading?: “And they sang a new song, saying, ‘Worthy are 

you to take the scroll and to open its seals.’” – that scroll of 

eternal life. 

And that new normal achieved and instituted by Christ and 

confessed forever by that new song – that forever new normal 

also has power over your daily life, overpowering all the other 

new normals of the Fall that seek to threaten you… overpowers 

them so that you live as heirs of that inheritance of salvation. Isn’t 

that what that new song goes on to say?: 

 
“Worthy are you [O Christ] to take the scroll and to open its 

seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed 

people for God from every tribe and language and people and 
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nation, and you have made them a kingdom and priests to 

our God, and they shall reign on the earth.”  

 
Notice, that new song speaks of your new normal… a new normal 

in which you shall reign with Christ, to be sure not a new normal 

manifest in this old life of the Fall, but a new normal that – in 

Christ the firstfruits – is already awaiting you in the life of the 

world to come.  

 By his blood he has ransomed you to be people of God, 

and by his resurrection he has revealed to you that new normal 

which – because it is so certain and true and manifest in his own 

flesh and blood – may define all of daily life for you and every 

baptized whose hope is in Christ. 

 No matter what he faces, the Christian may know of this 

great exchange that awaits him: Today’s stroke victim or cancer 

patient is tomorrow’s body of immortality. Today’s widow is 

tomorrow’s virgin wise when the bridegroom comes. Today’s 

impoverished is tomorrow’s inheritor of the earth. Today’s 

anonymous and least among men is tomorrow’s greatest in the 

kingdom of heaven. Today’s family jarred by a child’s long-term 

illness or a fatal car crash lives in certainty not of doctors’ abilities 

for the body today, but of Christ’s power to glorify the body 

tomorrow. Today’s teenager entangled in the world’s lies may 

unashamedly reverse course as tomorrow’s prodigal son again 
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received by the patient and loving heavenly Father and welcomed 

as honored guest at the feast of the fattened calf who is our 

sacrificed Christ. Today’s marriage seemingly hanging by a thread 

may boldly seek help from the One whose marriage will perfectly 

last for every tomorrow of His Church’s life everlasting. 

 Indeed, the resurrected Christ not only declares to you but 

also bestows upon you this new normal, that each lost and 

condemned soul may be baptismally adopted into its inheritance, 

daily forgiven by its mercy, and regularly fed and sustained by its 

feast. 

 But, the victorious Christ also designs how this new normal 

comes to you, and thus both before and after our text he calls, 

commissions, and sends his eyewitnesses to be his apostles and 

ministers and pastors of his sheep, that the good news of this new 

reality may go forth into all the world. 

 Did we not hear just last week that the risen Jesus 

straightaway got to business in this new normal, saying to his 

apostles, “Receive the Holy Spirit. Whoever’s sins you forgive they 

are forgiven; whoever’s sins you retain they are retained”? Did 

not the same Jesus appear to Thomas, that he too may serve as 

eyewitness of the resurrection, as the ascending Lord Jesus would 

say to his apostles, “You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and 

Judea and Samaria and unto the ends of the earth”? And, in the 
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verses following our text today, Jesus restores Peter, “Feed my 

sheep,” that Peter – like the other apostles – may be 

strengthened and made certain by the love of Christ, not only for 

their sake, but for yours… that those officeholders of the ministry 

might come and find you and make disciples of Christ from every 

tribe and language and people and nation. 

 And of this love of Christ for you, you must also be certain, 

for in those verses following our text, we are also reminded of 

another rather sobering detail of the new normal. After Jesus tells 

Peter to “Feed my sheep” and that he, Peter, will be martyred for 

the Faith, Peter turns and sees John, and asks Jesus regarding him, 

“What of this man?” And Jesus responds, “If it is my will that he 

remain until I come, what is that to you? You follow Me.”  

 In other words, some will suffer because of the Gospel; 

others may not. Some may suffer in this life in some ways, others 

in other ways. There is no earthly equity or utopia that a new 

world worder will ever create… no earthly equity or utopia to 

which the Church aspires; it only confesses our equality as sinners 

and rejoices in our equal share in Christ’s victory. Each Christian 

ought live with the sober level-headedness that the effects of the 

Fall will manifest themselves upon us differently, Some will deal 

with child illness, while others with childlessness; some with fatal 

accidents, while others with a slow deterioration of the mind or 
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body. Some with the temptations and pitfalls of wealth, others 

with the emptiness of poverty; some with sudden widowhood 

young in life, others with the heartache of new loneliness in the 

frailty of old age; some with teenagers entangled in sin but 

returning in repentance, while others grieving teenagers 

seemingly strong who suddenly renounce or gradually give up the 

Faith. Some, knowing the martyrdom of Peter, others knowing the 

exile and solitude and lonely way of John.  

But, there are two great equalizers in this new normal: the 

first, as Jesus says to all Christians who live according to the hope 

of the new creation, “if the world hates you, it hated me first.” If 

we are to eagerly look beyond and bid farewell to the world of the 

Fall, then why should we expect love from those who cherish and 

worship the world of the Fall? Why should we expect joy at the 

news of the resurrection from those who do not want the coming 

new normal that is the new creation? 

But, that new creation is the second great equalizer 

among all Christians who may suffer in various ways. No matter 

what variety of ills we must endure on account of sin, death and 

the grave, the Lord over life and death has conquered it all; in his 

own body, he has made manifest the firsfruits of the new 

creation, and He has made it so irrefutably known to his 

eyewitnesses, that is, to those apostles He has sent to come find 
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you, that you may receive this good news of forgiveness, life and 

salvation with every certainty of the new creation and the 

heavenly host’s new song lauding the risen Lord Jesus that “You 

were slain and by your blood you ransomed people for God… and 

made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they (that’s 

you) shall reign on the earth.”   

In the Name of the Father 
And of the Son 

And of the Holy Spirit. 
+ AMEN + 
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