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Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Our text, our gospel reading, the heart of which is Jesus saying, 
“The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.” 
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 

Palm Sunday is a day of paradoxes. Simultaneously a 

scene of glory and grace, of rejoicing and rejection… even of 

fulfillment and prophecy! The crowds gather in praise, but 

some in insincerity. Jesus rides into Jerusalem in a majestic 

procession, but on a humble beast of burden. The words of 

prophecy are fulfilled, but with images rich in their own 

prophetic meaning. There’s so much here, so much to take in 

and meditate upon, where do we begin? Let’s allow our 

reading to guide us.  

Our text begins with eager anticipation, perhaps it’s fair 

to say renewed anticipation of Jesus. Recall, just six chapters 

earlier, John’s gospel had said that – once Jesus started saying 

things like “whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has 

eternal life” – all the crowds had left him, to the point that he 

had turned to his twelve disciples and said, “Will you leave 

also?” Now, suddenly, the crowds are back, and the Scriptures 
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tell us why: Jesus had raised Lazarus from the dead, and the 

crowd who had been there weeping for and with Mary and 

Martha had seen this raising with their own eyes. They had 

seen this sign, this indication that God’s promises were going to 

be fulfilled by this Jesus, including the promise of overcoming 

death and the grave. So, yes, on Palm Sunday, some shouted 

“Hosanna!” with the most genuine cries of hope.  

Then there were others, whose cries were utterly false. 

And we know this by the word of Jesus himself. We heard 

about four Sundays ago Jesus lament Jerusalem’s 

unfaithfulness, saying, “How often have I longed to gather your 

children as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you 

would not.” And, right in that same breath he had condemned 

Jerusalem and its faithless leaders and faithless inhabitants, 

saying, “You will not see me again until you say, “Blessed is he 

who comes in the name of the Lord.” How chilling, to now 

consider that Christ himself knows, Christ himself sees as he 

looks down from atop the colt, that interspersed among these 

cries of Hosanna are unfaithful hearts. And, if he knew then, he 

knows today! Repent and rend your heart, for the Lord knows 

where the self-righteous seek to hide among the crowd and 

sing the Hosannas to go through the motions, but with an 
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insincerity ready to forsake the Christ in daily life as we retain 

our little idols which we believe will so presently serve the god 

of Capital-M Me. Repent of it all, for the Lord knows the heart. 

Repent of it all, and see that the Lord who resolutely set his 

face to Jerusalem to save you from your sins, that Lord has 

arrived on the scene, so that the liturgical song may be genuine 

in its hope and its joy: “Blessed is He who comes in the name of 

the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” 

Yes, that can be so genuinely your hymn of hope, for on 

this Sunday of paradoxes, even though the Lord had 

prophesied that it would be a hymn even uttered by the 

faithless, the Holy Spirit also testifies that this scene will be the 

fulfillment of the prophet Zechariah: “… just as it is written, 

‘Fear not, daughter of Zion; behold your king is coming, sitting 

on a donkey’s colt.’” 

Indeed, fear not, O faithful. Fear not, O Church. Fear 

not, O daughter of Zion. As we’ve recently studied in Bible 

Class, the geographical mountain top called Zion was of little 

importance by the time of the latter prophets, when this 

prophecy was given. Instead, by this prophecy we are reminded 

that God, already five hundred years before the Christ had in 

mind the deliverance of His Church… a reminder that this Palm 
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Sunday procession is the culmination of all the Old Testament 

anticipation that begins in our church year with the first Sunday 

in Advent, the text of which is the Palm Sunday procession. Yes, 

every Sunday since Advent, indeed every generation since the 

Old Testament promises… everything has built up with 

anticipation that reaches its zenith here on this Palm Sunday.  

But we also know that the mention of Zion is an end-

times, eschatological, new creation reality… that the 

deliverance of the Church is - for faith - completed at the cross, 

but - for sight - completed on the last day. Thus, the mention of 

Zion shows up throughout the Scriptures (and, thus, in our 

stained glass window behind the font) as the heavenly 

mountain and holy hill of refuge and gathering for Christ’s 

people. This is the prophetic nature of Palm Sunday… it’s not 

just the culmination of Old Testament anticipation, but it also 

hints at the anticipation of new testament expectation of the 

Last Day, when Christ will process in and usher in the new 

Jerusalem, the heavenly Jerusalem, for the great benefit of all 

who had believed his promises and hid in the righteousness of 

his saving death.  

And that reference – to “all who had believed his 

promises” – reminds us anew that those crowds on Palm 
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Sunday – some singing Christ’s praise in insincerity, others in 

true faith – those crowds are themselves prophetic of that final 

day when, our epistle reading says,“at the name of Jesus every 

knee shall bow (not just those who believed on his name, but 

also those who now must testify in deep regret of their shame 

in rejecting him) every knee shall bow, in heaven and on earth 

and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ 

is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 

Yes, what great glory will be when Jesus rides in on the 

clouds with angels and trumpets… all humbly foreshadowed in 

this Palm Sunday processional. But, so humble is it, that even 

his own disciples did not remember these things while 

partaking in the procession. What does our text say?: “When 

Jesus was glorified, they remembered these things had been 

written about him and done to him.” 

Notice that word glorified, for we are right to assume 

that refers to when the risen Jesus ascends on high and – as 

promised – He sends the Holy Spirit to bring all things to the 

disciples remembrance. However, by the testimony of the 

same Spirit, we hear that on this Palm Sunday, Jesus declares 

that his glory begins with the cross, for here at the cross, 

redemption is won, your sin is atoned for, hearts have reason 
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to believe the promises of Old are now fulfilled… for the long-

promised, long-awaited Christ completes his sacrifice.  

 This helps us see the sweet reality of the good news to 

come this week. We ought not rejoice in Christ’s suffering as if 

he delighted in it (as Jesus himself says, “Now is my soul 

troubled, and what shall I say? – “Save me from this hour?”), 

but we ought rejoice that Christ knew this to be and usher in 

the glorious culmination of God’s precious gospel – “For this 

purpose I came to this hour!” In fact, both He and the Father 

speak of this as the glory they have together planned and 

awaited: when Andrew and Philip want to bring two Greeks to 

him, Jesus apparently says, “Now’s not the time,” for he 

declares, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be 

glorified.” And what is that glory, but that he will be planted in 

the grave as a grain of wheat falls into the earth, and through 

that planting, from that death, from the grave will come 

abundant fruit of salvation, indeed fruit of the glorious harvest.  

Yes, with the cross would come, by default, the empty 

tomb and the ascension… that where Christ goes to the cross to 

endure death, he also goes to defeat and destroy death; where 

Christ goes to the cross to suffer, he also goes to save; where 

Christ goes to the cross to lay down his life in grace, he also 
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goes knowing he will take it up again in glory. Where Christ 

goes to fulfill all things, he also goes to usher in the End Times 

and the glory of Mt Zion that will one day envelop his Church 

by sight, even as she is now enveloped in it by faith. 

Does not the Father testify to the same, when Jesus 

says, For this purpose I have come to this hour. Father, glorify 

your name.” And how does the Father respond? – “I have 

glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” Notice that, glory has 

come in this hour, and it will come again when Christ’s 

purchased inheritance for his Church is one day known by sight. 

And when the people do not understand what they have 

heard, Jesus says, “This voice has come for your sake, not mine. 

Now is the judgment of this world; now will the ruler of this 

world be cast out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, 

will draw all people unto myself.” 

And, in the eager anticipation of all that is to come for 

the daughter of Zion when Christ who is lifted up from the 

earth in ascension comes again in glory… we might so eagerly 

anticipate that in all these themes of royal procession, that we 

could easily overlook Jesus’ reference here to the hour of 

suffering and the cross. And so, John spells it out plainly for us: 
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“[Jesus] said this to show by what kind of death he was going to 

die.”  

Indeed, these words – “I will draw all people unto 

myself” – are not about Christ being lifted up in the glory of the 

ascension; this is about Christ being lifted up upon the cross. 

That must be the focus of His Church, for it is his focus. And all 

who are going to follow him to glory must follow as He leads; 

and He leads by suffering for our sake, by going to the cross for 

our sake, that faith might know where to cling as it awaits its 

glory to be revealed.  

In fact, (as we compare the paradox of Palm Sunday – 

looking forward versus prophecies fulfilled), isn’t it this very 

moment, this very scene, that near the beginning of the Church 

Year, indeed near the beginning of Christ’s life, Simeon of Old 

prophesied when he said, “This child is appointed for the fall 

and rising of many… and for a sign that is opposed, so that 

thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.” And now that all 

comes to fulfillment, doesn’t it? – as Jesus processes into 

Jerusalem, processes onto his death, processes to the altar of 

God as the Lord’s own spotless Lamb… to the cries of “Blessed 

is He who comes in the name of the Lord” – some crying in 
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unbelief that Jesus himself predicted, others crying in the 

sincerity of hope that Jesus himself fulfills.  

Indeed, the whole world is drawn to the cross this week, 

even if billions pass by unheeding the sacrifice of the Christ. 

For, having been drawn to the cross and Christ’s grace, the 

whole world will one day be drawn to His return and Christ’s 

glory, when every knee shall bow and every tongue confess 

Jesus Christ is Lord. 

 Now, while so much of the world will breathe no 

repentant vow this week, let us also take care to use this Holy 

Week aright. For, so much of American Christianity mangles 

this Holy Week and leads people astray, back into their own 

righteousness, their own hearts’ supposed purity, their belief in 

their own sincerity – that God might be pleased with their 

heart… in which case, Christ need not have endured Holy Week 

in the first place.  

In response to so much of American worship during Holy 

Week, let us learn well: it is not the Christian’s proper 

meditation on Holy Week to try and recreate the events or 

attempt to ‘put ourselves in the moment.’ The Christian is not 

saved by “re-living” the week or by “sharing the experience of 

Jesus” or “by a mental pilgrimage, following his footsteps to the 
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cross.” The Christian is saved by the good news that this 

moment in history came to pass, and that this moment that 

came to pass sealed the promises of God toward sinners in an 

everlasting testament to be poured out and distributed right to 

you as God gathers you together around His Holy Word and 

precious Sacraments, with the result that the Christian may 

cling to certain hope in Christ’s righteousness forever… the 

Christian may (in a seeming paradox) rejoice over what kind of 

death Christ died for you.   

 And what kind is that? To be sure, the death of the 

cross. But also – what kind of death – the death of justification, 

of salvation… the death that, as Simeon had said while holding 

the Christ child, will expose all hearts.  

 God grant us in the meditation of this week to come 

hearts that repent of our sin, hearts that hope in the Christ, 

hearts that rejoice in salvation. For the good news again rings 

out and draws all ears and hearts and consciences to the One 

who once in history processed into Jerusalem and unto the 

cross to the refrain of even the unbelieving, but especially the 

forever-after refrain of those children of Zion who now gather 

at his altar and hope in him: “Blessed is he who comes in the 

name of the Lord.”  



  11 

                                                                   11 

In the Name of the Father 
And of the Son 

And of the Holy Spirit. 
+ AMEN + 

 
 
Rev. Mark C. Bestul 
Calvary Lutheran Church 
April 10, 2022 


