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Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Listen again to the words of Romans:  
 
“For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, 

faith is null and the promise is void. For the law brings wrath, 

but where there is no law there is no transgression. That is why 

it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace 

and be guaranteed to all his offspring… Through [our Lord Jesus 

Christ] we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in 

which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God.” 

 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
 Throughout these weeks, we’ve heard important terms 

of God’s language of hope… testament, promise, word, sign – 

and it always seems these terms are found side-by-side, in the 

same passages, as if woven together as a part of a tapestry. 

And that beautiful tapestry is the good and gracious will of God 

toward His Church, that she might have certain hope in times 

of distress. No matter how the world seems to creak and moan 

and sway to and fro in moments of glory and years of hardship, 

and no matter what befalls the Church in that world, God’s 

divine will remains intact, so that the language of hope – 
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testament, promise, word, sign – also remain trustworthy and 

true.  

 And, because the testament is so certain, because God’s 

gracious language of hope is so certain and his testament of 

promissory word carried tangibly in sign is so certain… because 

all that is so certain, therefore the final word of the language of 

hope – faith – faith may dwell so securely.  

 How does Paul say it in our text, “For if it is the 

adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and 

the promise is void. … That is why it depends on faith, in order 

that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his 

offspring.” Yes, where there is a testament of promise, faith 

may be certain and secure in its hope! Indeed, isn’t that the 

whole purpose of God’s testament of promise and language of 

hope? – to create, strengthen, and sustain our faith in Him. 

How much the self-righteous want to focus on the word faith 

as if it pleases God on its own merit and has nothing to do with 

the merit of Christ’s testament! Yet, how equally wrong it 

would be to focus on the testament and believe God made that 

testament without the desire to thereby awaken faith and give 

it hope! 
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A few Wednesday meditations ago, I quoted from 

Luther’s Babylonian Captivity of the Church these words of 

Luther’s concern about the false teachers who misuse God’s 

word of promissory testament: “Even if they teach these words 

of Christ, they do not teach them as a promise or testament 

and, therefore, not to the awakening of faith.” (2.52) 

Everything that we have discussed  - testament, 

promise, word, sign – all is God’s language of hope and help so 

that faith may be awakened, strengthened, and sustained in 

times of distress. For, without the objective word and signs of 

God’s promissory testament, to what could faith cling? – its 

own merit?? Where would be even its subjective comfort and 

consolation in times of distress – especially if it feared it could 

not objectively have a clear conscience before God?! But, 

because the testament of promissory word and sign objectively 

give an inheritance of forgiveness and a clear conscience 

before God through the merit of Christ Jesus, therefore we 

have reason to boldly/defiantly stand in the faith as God’s 

created and redeemed no matter what distresses would befall 

us on account of the devil, the world, and our sinful nature.  
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In the Large Catechism Luther ties that forgiveness and 

clear conscience to all our confidence to appeal to God for 

every other need:  

 
“We pray that He would deal graciously with us and 

forgive… For where the heart is not in a right relationship 

with God, or cannot take such confidence, it will not dare to 

pray anymore. Such a confident and joyful heart can spring 

from nothing else than the certain knowledge of the 

forgiveness of sins.” 

 
And where does that knowledge come from? From the 

testament of promise! And, more than just the knowledge of it, 

where can that forgiveness be received but in the word and 

signs that carry the content of that testament! So that, having 

in effect and in real-time action that testament of promissory 

word and sign, faith can have confidence before any trial and 

tribulation, can live with faith in God and love toward our 

neighbor. Luther says,  

 
“It is plain, therefore, that the first step in our salvation is 

faith, which clings to the word of the promise made by God, 

Who without any effort on our part, in free and unmerited 



  5 

                                                                   5 

mercy makes a beginning and offers us the word of His 

promise. For He sent His Word, and by it healed them. He 

did not accept our work and thus heal us. God’s Word is the 

beginning of all. Faith follows it, and love follows faith…” 

(2.46) 

  
But if the words of promise are not proclaimed, if the signs that 

enact the word are not shared, what exercise of faith can there 

be? As the Lord deals with us through the word and sign of the 

testament, we receive it all and deal with him through faith. 

Luther says, “God does not deal, nor has He ever dealt, with 

man otherwise than through a word of promise… And we 

cannot deal with God otherwise than through faith in the word 

of His promise.” (2.54) 

Yes, faith is an essential term in the language of hope, 

because faith receives the signs and words. That does not make 

faith meritorious, as if we have now begun to discuss a 

testament of law – what does our reading say, “The promise… 

did not come through the law but through the righteousness of 

faith. For if it is adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, 

faith is null and the promise is void.” – so, faith being an 

essential term in the language of hope doesn’t make your faith 

meritorious; it makes the term “faith” to be the heart’s 
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comfort, consolation, and confidence in God’s testament of 

promise.  

Now, this can actually cause us to tremble because we 

worry that our faith is not strong enough to handle our 

distresses, that my faith will give way, that I will retreat, that I 

will be conquered in the fight, that I will be consumed by the 

devil, the world and my sinful nature. But to look inward to 

determine the strength of my faith (the strength of my 

comfort, consolation and confidence) is to forget the Scriptural 

definition of faith.  

Listen to how St Paul writes of this term faith when he 

says to the Galatians:  

 
Now before faith came, we were held captive under the 

law, imprisoned until the coming faith would be revealed. 

So then, the law was our guardian until Christ came, in 

order that we might be justified by faith. But now that faith 

has come, we are no longer under a guardian, for in Christ 

Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. 

 
Notice how Paul speaks of faith; it is synonymous to Christ. 

Where Christ is not, there is no faith; where Christ is revealed, 

faith is revealed. Where Christ has come, faith has come. Hear 

it again:  
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“Now before faith came, we were held captive under the 

law, imprisoned until the coming faith would be revealed. 

So then, the law was our guardian until Christ came…Now 

that faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian, for 

in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith.” 

 
Do you hear that? Faith is not primarily about the subjective 

burning of your heart; it is the capital-F Faith, the content and 

substance of Truth (namely Christ, who is the Truth) on which 

you and I can depend and in which our hearts can hope. In 

short, this is a description of the whole testament of 

promissory word and sign, the capital-F Faith coming from God 

and bringing with it subjective lower-case-f faith to the heart. 

And where the Faith – the objective truth of the work of 

Christ to secure and seal and enact the testament so that God 

is lavishing upon us the inheritance of the testament – then my 

individual, subjective faith can go forward into any and all 

distresses with a clear conscience that “If God is for us, who 

can be against us.” Or, as St Paul says to the Romans, “Through 

Christ we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in 

which we stand (that grace in which we stand is “the 

testament”, isn’t it?), and [therefore, Paul says] we rejoice in 

hope of the glory of God.” 
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And then, in the next words of his epistle, where does 

Paul take the Church’s attention? …to life’s difficulties and the 

Church’s ability to stand firm in distress. Paul says,  

 
“More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that 

suffering produces endurance, and endurances produces 

character, and character produces hope, and hope does not 

put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into 

our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to 

us.” 

 
There’s the daily life of the Church, no matter the age or era: 

sufferings produce endurance, which produces character, 

which produces hope as it recalls that we live in the certainty of 

the testament of promissory word and sign.  

Throughout the ages, the individual situations may 

change – the geography, the time and place in history, the 

world affairs, the societal philosophy, the various conditions in 

which the Church finds herself under duress – but the 

underlying reality of the Church in distress has been a constant 

since Christ ascended into heaven! So then, to speak tangibly of 

our immediate situations is not to overstep the role of 

theology; nor is it to overextend the Word of Truth, nor to 

supposedly bring politics into religion. Rather to speak tangibly 
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of the immediate situations that affect the Church it is to 

acknowledge that God’s language of hope for His Church in 

distress plays out in realtime in real places in real daily-life 

situations. Ours is not a Christ-crucified trapped in seminary 

textbooks! Ours is not a theology trapped on library shelves in 

ivory towers! Ours is not a hope confined to doctrinal 

meditation upon theory! Rather, ours is a Christ, a testament, 

and a hope that flows from the Sacred Scriptures right into 

daily life and brings with it the inheritance of eternal life.  

So, how do we handle the distresses of our day, when it 

seems the Church is increasingly persecuted and surrounded 

on all sides and the horizon seems ominous? When our society 

defends a Supreme Court nominee’s inability or unwillingness 

to define the term “woman” while the supposed smartest 

among us foolishly define 60 different pronouns between 

God’s pinnacle creation of man and woman … when that same 

society satanically destroys the unborn and now increases its 

appetite to destroy the newborn as a sacrifice to the idol of 

personal desire?… when the government attempts to tell the 

Church when, where, and how She can worship?... When the 

nations plot and war so that it’s difficult to know if any of the 

governments involved can be trusted as “the good 
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guy”?...When society threatens to ‘cancel’ you from your 

career, education, or social media based on your Christian 

confession?... When the last few generations have seen more 

Christians around the world martyred for the faith than any 

previous point in world history (and no one knows because the 

western media doesn’t believe such suffering is 

newsworthy)?... When the theology of Christ is attacked from 

all sides and the non-Christian religions become so absurd and 

aggressive that well-intended but misguided heterodox 

churches become a tempting, but dangerous bedfellow for the 

truly orthodox? … when immorality and other great shame 

becomes more defensible and mainstream than proper 

morality, ethics and virtue? … when the young find suicide a 

more viable, rational, and ethical option than ever before? 

And where – through all these trials and tribulations 

faith grows weary, it can be strengthened by the Faith when we 

return to the Word and Sign of the Testament of promise. Back 

we run to the pulpit; back we run to the Sacrament, and we 

cry, “Oh Lord, the world has gone mad! Oh, Lord, the devil still 

chases me and accuses me and causes me to doubt! Oh, Lord, 

my own sinful flesh is constantly tempting and pestering me! 

Forgive my sins; strengthen my faith! Deliver me from my 
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enemies” And our Lord does not say, “All you have to do is 

remember the testament,” but instead He says, “Because you 

are so weary and distracted, I have remembered my 

testament… and I will again come and lavish upon you the Sign 

and Word of that Promissory Testament … that faith might 

again have hope.” 

Hope, not because our hope is grounded in archaic 

languages of the past that no longer seem relevant today; but 

hope because the testament of God, having been sealed by the 

death of the testator, is divine and holy and eternal language 

relevant and active for today and tomorrow and every day that 

the Lord’s inheritance continues to overflow unto life 

everlasting. Today, and every day, you may have certain hope, 

for Christ’s death has sealed all of that promissory testament 

by his blood… and by his blood, has made the testament to be 

the language of hope for the Church in all times… even and 

especially in times of distress. 

 
In the Name of the Father 

And of the Son 
And of the Holy Spirit. 

+ AMEN + 
 
Rev. Mark C. Bestul 
Calvary Lutheran Church 
April 6, 2022 


