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Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
Our text, Jesus concludes the parable,  
 

And they threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. 
What then will the owner of the vineyard do to them? He 
will come and destroy those tenants and give the vineyard 
to others.” When they heard this, they said, “Surely not!” 
but he looked directly at them and said, “What then is this 
that is written: ‘The stone that the builders rejected has 
become the cornerstone’?  

Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to 
pieces, and when it falls on anyone, it will crush him. 

 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
 Last Sunday, I asked you to consider the parable of the 

prodigal son as being about only you – not 1 of 100, nor 1 of 

10, but 1 of 1… just you. And, as that’s somewhat unique in our 

preaching and meditation, perhaps we rather enjoyed the 

opportunity to so squarely place ourselves right in the Word 

and consider the very specific Law and Gospel application of it 

“for me.” 

 However, if we try to do that with today’s text, we miss 

the text completely and we greatly miss the overarching 

narrative of this Lenten season, of Luke’s gospel, and of Jesus’ 
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path to the cross for our salvation.  Consider how these texts 

from Luke, during these Sundays in this Lenten season, have 

gone: 

• First, we heard Jesus lamenting over Jerusalem, it’s stiff-

necked religious leaders teaching the people to refuse 

the call of repentance and the call to salvation. 

• Second, we heard Jesus say those killed by the tower 

falling in Siloam or those Galileans whose blood was 

mixed in the sacrifices of the pagans were no worse 

sinners, but that “unless you repent, you will all likewise 

perish”… after which Jesus told a parable about a fig 

tree that had no signs of repenting, no signs of life, and 

was in danger of being removed by the vineyard owner. 

• Last week, we heard the parable of the prodigal son 

and, as I hinted at briefly, there’s just as much to that 

parable about the other son, who – pharisaical-ly – was 

angry his brother would be forgiven and that the father 

would receive back, rejoice over, and feast with sinners. 

• Today, we hear a parable about tenants entrusted with 

the vineyard, but when the vineyard owner sends 

servants to reap fruit from the harvest, the tenants 

refuse and abuse the servants; and when the son 

himself is sent, they kill him so as to retain the vineyard 

by force. And the parable ends with Jesus stating quite 

clearly the wicked tenants will be destroyed. 

Through those four weeks of parables, we can see what has 

developed, can’t we? Recalling that the Scriptures are truly 
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history and not merely a spiritual narrative that I need to make 

apply to me the way I want it to, we see the history of Jesus’ 

battle with the pharisees and the people of Israel quite clearly, 

don’t we? Can’t we retrace the steps and learn quite clearly the 

history of this wrestling? We can retrace the steps with ease: 

• First, that Jesus in his compassion for sinners and on his 

Messianic mission fervently desired their salvation, but 

they “would not.” He came crying for them to turn and 

live and be gathered under his outstretched arms upon 

the cross, but they would not. 

• His second call to them is one of firmer warning. If, they 

at first believed they needed not be safeguarded by his 

outstretched arms, he then says, “unless you repent, 

you will all perish,” and he warns them of their dying 

roots – that they will be cut down and thrown away – if 

they refuse the nurturing and loving work the 

vinedresser does by his own sweat and toil to produce 

fruit on the tree. 

• His third call is to say that they, as those who do not 

rejoice in forgiveness but in self-pride, will miss out on 

the banquet, and the feast of celebration will pass by 

those who would claim their own righteousness as the 

cause of their status as heirs. 

• His ‘final’ warning, this morning’s text, is not so much a 

warning as much as it is a testimony that they have 

sealed their fate: 
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“He looked directly at them and said, “What then is this 
that is written: ‘The stone the builders rejected has become 
the cornerstone’? Everyone who falls on that stone will be 
broken to pieces, and when it falls on anyone, it will crush 
him.” 

 
Do you not hear in his words not only the voice of the Christ 

who dies for all sinners, but also the voice of the Lord of all 

Glory? He has drawn the line in the sand and has said to them, 

“I have patiently called you to repentance. No more patience. 

The time is at hand, and I will crush those who oppose my 

Gospel.” 

Now, maybe that’s not the lovey-dovey Jesus you 

always want to hear, but if the Gospel is objectively beneficial, 

it’s because it saves us from an objectively holy judgment. How 

many times do we hear Luther warn in the Large Catechism, 

“God will not be mocked,” and we say, “Yeah, right. I’ve heard 

it so many times, and I’ve never seen his judgment.” How many 

times have we shared the sentiment of doubt or yawning 

indifference against which Peter warns, when he says, “God is 

not slow as some count slowness, but is patient, that all might 

reach repentance.” How many times have we heard St Paul say 

with urgency, “Now is the day of salvation; now is the year of 

the Lord’s favor. We do not put any obstacle in your way. Be 
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reconciled to God!”… how many times have we heard such an 

urgent call to repent and we think it more a scare tactic and 

fearmongering than a call of compassion and desire for our 

soul’s salvation? 

 If we will not learn the lesson from the apostles, then at 

least let us learn from the examples of the chief priest and 

scribes, to whom the Lord entrusted His vineyard (His OT 

Church) and said, “All that I have is yours; only remain faithful 

with it until I come.” 

 But, when he sent servants on his behalf, what did he 

find, but an arrogant self-righteousness and sense of 

entitlement to the fruits of the vineyard. The first servant (and, 

we should clearly think of the prophets in each of these 

servants), when the early prophet is sent, he is mistreated and 

sent away, sent back to God empty-handed, with no fruits of 

the people’s repentance.  

When the middle prophet is sent, the hearer would 

think the self-righteous tenants would reconsider and amend 

their ways, that they would say, “This call for fruits of 

repentance is reasonable: He rightly desires to keep us inline 

with what is his, while graciously still allowing us to share in all 

the rewards of his vineyard.” Instead, the second prophet finds 
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among the tenants not self-examination and appreciation for 

God’s patient gentleness, but the prophet finds stubbornness 

among them… in fact, an increased stubbornness that not only 

beats the servant but this time treats him shamefully before 

sending him away. They rough him up so as to send a signal to 

the Master: “You’ll stop calling us to repentance if you know 

what’s good for you!” 

The last prophet’s call for fruits of repentance they 

answer with utter contempt and they treat him harshest of all; 

in the Greek we hear that this one they “” – 

traumatize!... and they don’t merely send or shoo him away, 

but they ek-ballo him; they throw him out. In a sense, they 

make an example of him, to terrify those who would see him 

and realize just how defiant, determined, and immovable are 

those tenants. 

 And we know what happens when the owner sends his 

son: their most angry and bitter and impenitent response … 

they have dug their heels in and would be enemies of the 

owner rather than, by the generosity of the father, have a 

peaceful share in the fruits of the vineyard. They have so 

convinced themselves of their right to the ownership of the 

vineyard that they justify their killing of the son and reason that 
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such will give the father no choice but to hand over the 

inheritance. 

 Now, historically, we can see all this take place in the 

events leading up to Holy Week; and we must understand this 

history to understand why Holy Week played out as it did. And, 

from the history, we learn to see how the impenitent act 

toward the Christ of God, as – what did the scribes and chief 

priests do? – pretending to be sincere, they sought to 

weaponize the full power of the government against God’s 

Christ. There’s an interesting detail to conclude the text, isn’t 

it? We ought never make light of the civil government’s 

willingness throughout history to facilitate the destruction of 

Christ’s Church, and we ought pray for government and our 

leaders at every turn.   

 However, if we’re not careful, we begin to study those 

historical matters as if the call to repentance is only for those 

out there. And, we forget how easily we become complacent 

and self-righteous and stubborn and proud to assume that the 

vineyard of God’s Church belongs to us. 

But let us remember the prophets’ place in this parable. 

For, as the epistle says, what the prophets did, they did for our 

sake. Peter writes,  
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“Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied 
about the grace that was to be yours searched and inquired 
carefully, inquiring what person or time the Spirit of Christ 
in them was indicating when he predicted the sufferings of 
Christ and the subsequent glories. It was revealed to them 
that they were serving not themselves but you, in the things 
that have now been announced to you through those who 
preached the good news.” 

 
Now, meditate upon that carefully: The prophets who 

prophesied about grace and salvation wondered when would 

come the sufferings of Christ and the share of the fruit of his 

glories. And those prophets were taught by the Spirit of God 

that the good news was to be proclaimed to you by those who 

preach the full counsel of God.  

 So then, as God’s servants continue to come preaching 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins and a share in the fruits 

of the vineyard, do we so quickly run beyond “repentance and 

forgiveness” to the inheritance that we ‘assume’ and ‘take for 

granted,’ and thereby actually forsake and disregard the Lord’s 

Christ?... in a sense, crucifying him again in our indifference?  

 Let us learn from those horrible examples before us, 

that we might not die in our sins as they did. For, when you 

move beyond the assent that this parable historically 

manifested itself in the fullness of time, and when you apply it 
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to us sinners, do we not see that the sending of the three 

servants/prophets is eerily similar to the call of repentance in 

Matthew 18? Does Jesus not say that the one who has sinned 

against a fellow Christian will be called to repentance three 

times and then be cast away – not only from the Church that is 

the vineyard of the parable – but therefore also away from God 

and the Christ whom the loving Father sent? When we reject 

the call to repentance, we are not merely rejecting the sinner 

we’ve harmed nor the pastor we’ve heard, we are rejecting the 

owner of the vineyard – the Father, and the Son whom He has 

sent to gather the harvest, that He – the Father – might of his 

grace share with us the fruits of the vineyard. But, when we do 

not want his grace, when we want to claim the inheritance as 

ours by right and by our own righteousness, will God not have 

retribution upon our impenitence and our disregard for His 

Christ, and will He not give the Church over to a new tenant 

who cherishes living by God’s grace and the forgiveness of sins 

through the blood and merit of God’s sacrificed Son? 

 Lent is a season of repentance in preparation for Holy 

Week. But this parable is not merely about a season; it is to 

teach us that if we are to share in the fruits of the vineyard, and 

if we are to share in the wealth of the Church, and if we are to 
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share in the inheritance of the Son, then we ought not be too 

proud to cherish the forgiveness of sins. And that means we 

ought not be so stubborn so as to refuse to receive the call to 

repentance.  

 We ought not repent as a mere show, nor send away or 

even throw out the servants who call to repent, nor even 

repent as if compromising with God – repenting of those things 

that are easy to repent of while impenitently safeguarding and 

clinging to those things that we think are worth repelling God’s 

sent servants. 

 Rather, we ought hear the solemn threat clearly: the 

one who wants to stand against the Lord’s Christ will be broken 

to pieces by him, and – if we think we can make him fall – he 

will crush us under the weight of all we sought to tear down. 

 But, where we hear the solemn warning rightly and 

consider how patiently God has called us to repentance and 

how long-suffering has been his call, then we may rejoice that – 

even now – the hour is not too late; it is still the day of grace 

and the season of the Lord’s favor. And, what’s more, we may 

ponder how graciously he has safeguarded our salvation, that – 

all throughout history – he has wrested His Church from the 

wicked, the pharaiscal, the false prophets …and He has been 
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the shield about His Church’s hopes with the promise to always 

hear from his holy hill our cries for his forgiveness, and even 

bring that holy hill to our humble altar.  

Therefore, it is still the time we may repent freely and 

openly, unloading all of our sins and iniquities at the foot of the 

cross. For, as those sins and their wickedness sought to 

overcome Christ our cornerstone, those very sins are broken to 

pieces. And, as those sins sought to cause Christ to fall, He has 

crushed them under the weight of His righteousness as the 

Church’s firm cornerstone. 

 In other words, what powerful and potent forgiveness 

there is in Christ Jesus! – that he may look directly at our sins 

that sought to lead us astray and condemn us, and He may say 

to those sins, “The stone you rejected has become the 

cornerstone. The one you rejected has become your Master.” 

 Indeed, how marvelous! – as the original psalm (from 

which Jesus quotes) that original psalm testifies, “The stone the 

builders has rejected has become the cornerstone. This is the 

Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.” Yes, how marvelous, 

that the Lord would outwit all who seek to destroy his gospel – 

and by their very scheming and planning – He would break 

their efforts to pieces, crush them under His sacrificed Son, and 



  12 

                                                                   12 

give the life of the Church to all who trust that He will 

safeguard, deliver, and vindicate His vineyard. 

 
 

In the Name of the Father 
And of the Son 

And of the Holy Spirit. 
+ AMEN + 

 
 
Rev. Mark C. Bestul 
Calvary Lutheran Church 
April 3, 2022 


