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Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
Our text (for our continuing meditation on the language of hope for 
the church in times of distress), the apostle Peter writes,  
 
“You have been born again to a living hope… born, not of perishable 
seed but of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God; 
for ‘All flesh is like grass and all its glory like the flower of grass. The 
grass withers, and the flower fails, but the word of the Lord remains 
forever.’ And this word is the good news that was preached to you.” 
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 

 For the first few weeks of our meditation on the 

language of hope, we’ve meditated on terms we may have 

known at a surface level – testament, promise – and we’ve 

learned to appreciate them at a much deeper Scriptural level. 

Tonight’s term in the language of hope is a term we know very 

well – Word – and it’s a term regarding which we must be 

careful not to add definition. How many want to detach the 

Word of God from the Word he has given… “the Word of the 

Lord that remains forever”, “the good news that was preached 

to you.” They want to take it out of the pages of Scripture and 

make the ‘word’ to be whispering winds of the Spirit, so that 

the Word of God supposedly goes beyond what the Holy Spirit 
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put into the Hebrew and Greek by the hand of prophets, 

evangelists, and apostles so many years ago and instead want 

the word to be “put on my heart.” But, of course, to do so 

would destroy the idea of the testament.   

So, we are right to remain with what we know of the 

term, Word, of which we often speak of its divine power and its 

faith-creating efficacy and its clarity regarding the promises and 

its sufficiency in knowing God’s will. But, you’ll notice all those 

characteristics find themselves in the relationship between the 

terms word and testament.  

 So, in a sense, it’s not even what the Word promises 

that is our first meditation, but that the Word is utilized in the 

first place! That should be our first and most fundamental 

consideration. For what is a testament if it has a heading but no 

content? What is a promise if it’s simply a measure of good 

feelings, but not promising anything specific? To say ‘I promise 

to love you,’ should immediately evoke the question, “What 

does that look like? What is the substance of that love?” And it 

should be able to be articulated with words even before those 

words take action. That becomes all the more necessary when 

the promise is part of a greater testament of promise. A final 

will is of no benefit if it merely has the title, “Testament of 



  3 

                                                                   3 

Promise,” but cannot declare with the concreteness of words 

the careful forethought of that Testament of promise. 

 But, here is the simple beauty of the first two weeks of 

our meditation and where it goes tonight: where there are 

associated with the testament of promise specific words, then I 

need not look beyond the words to find their true meaning, for 

– unlike those who deceitfully twist and pervert and even go 

back on their own words, the Word of God is sealed by the 

testament! And, as that testament cannot change or be 

nullified, the plain word is all-sufficient! How does the hymn 

say it? “The Word is all-sufficient, it makes divinely sure.” Or, 

again, consider this hymn, “God’s Word is our great heritage 

and shall be ours forever.” Sometimes, we think of “heritage” 

as something that is ours to hand down (which it is!). But, what 

if we said, “God’s Word is our great inheritance (“heritage” 

implies that, too!) and shall be ours forever”?  

Do you not see and hear how trustworthy is the Word of 

the Testament. And so, far from loving the term Testament and 

dismissing the term Word, rather: in the foundation of the 

Testament, we ought cherish and treasure that term, Word. So 

then, the Word without the Testament may be lies, trickery, 

deceit – untrustworthy and unsure. But the Testament without 
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the Word is a meaninglessly sealed blank canvas, on which 

anyone can paint their greatest imagination, but with no lasting 

authority or effect (isn’t how the Enthusiasts want to treat 

God’s testament of promise to them? – they look for new 

words outside the Word!). But where the sealed Testament is 

replete with words, and those words are words of God’s 

testament of promise, then they ought be cherished and kept 

as our greatest treasure. 

 Isn’t this what Peter hints at when he says that we have 

been born again “through the living and abiding word of God.” 

It’s abiding because it is the Word of a sealed testament, so 

that the inheritance is “kept in heaven for you.” But it’s also 

living because the testament has been enacted by the death of 

Christ, and that word now not only describes what theoretically 

might be, but it authorizes and enacts and brings to life the will 

of the testator. Indeed, all those earthly things around us we 

hope in fade away, wilt, and decay; but “the word of the Lord 

remains forever” because that word of His testament cannot 

be changed, nullified, or reversed… but it goes on forever as 

long as the testator has riches enough to shower upon us as 

our inheritance. And, how does Peter speak of the riches of the 

testator for us? – “imperishable, undefiled, unfading.” 
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 Thus, we have every reason to cling to this Word of God. 

For it is not merely word about God, word meditating upon 

God, or word describing God; it is God’s own Word, sealed with 

the blood of Christ. As Luther says, “we must be careful to give 

more heed to the Word of God than to all the thoughts of men 

and of angels” (2.38).  And, of course, he’s not alone or original 

in that sentiment, but as St Paul wrote to the Galatians, “Even if 

we or an angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel 

(and, what is a gospel, but a testament of promise) contrary to 

the one we preached to you, let him be accursed!” (Galatians 

1:8).  

 Indeed, there is one testament of certain hope, for it is 

the testament of God to sinners, the testament of promise and 

gospel sealed by the blood of Christ, the testament the divine 

word of which cannot be nullified or reversed or added to. And 

the words of that testament, being worthy of all hope and 

confidence, are thus the words that speak life right into our 

hearts, so that God is truly the author of our salvation.  

 Doesn’t the book of Hebrews twice refer to Jesus as the 

founder, the author of our hope? In Hebrews 2, “the author of 

our salvation”… and in Hebrews 12, “the author of our faith.” 

Indeed, one may only be an author if he employs a definitive 
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word. And, in the case of our God, his definitive word is the 

word of promise regarding salvation, resurrection, eternal life. 

Luther speaks of “the word of the promise made by God, Who 

without any effort on our part, in free and unmerited mercy 

makes a beginning and offers us the word of His promise…. 

God’s Word is the beginning of all… [so that] God by Hs 

promise, is the author of salvation.” (2.46) 

 Now then, consider how God authored that salvation! 

For many will confess that, yes, God authored salvation. Yes, 

God wrote His Word into a book, that we might read it unto 

everlasting life. But, tragically, how many forget that the words 

are forever the words of a testament of promise and they 

instead read or teach or believe them to be a testament of law. 

And, when these words are mistaken as a testament of 

command and condition, hearts are left empty, disillusioned, 

despairing. In his Babylonian Captivity of the Church,  Luther 

says of the priesthood of the Papacy, “Even if they teach these 

words of Christ, they do not teach them as a promise or 

testament and, therefore, not to the awakening of faith.” (2.52) 

 Indeed, how many Christians have been destroyed by 

being taught to read God’s Word as a testament of law. Just a 

few weeks ago, I counselled a member whose friend had been 
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reading the book of Proverbs… and reading that Book of Divine 

Wisdom without the correct lens that ‘Christ crucified for us’ is 

our Wisdom and our redemption, through which we may read 

of holy living in Proverbs with a clear conscience… without that 

correct lens, the friend had completely misinterpreted Proverbs 

to be words of a testament of law, and – unable to keep up 

with such holiness – this person had driven her burdened 

conscience to despair and this person committed suicide. 

 How humbly and carefully we must handle this holy 

Word. How much we must see it and hear it and heed it for the 

divine utterances of heaven that it is! In fact, the elders and I 

are right now researching ways to make the Bible upon the 

lectern visually match the reverence of the chancel, that 

parishioners and visiting onlookers might know that what we 

carry to the middle aisle in the Gospel processional is no 

ordinary Word, but – seen through the right lens – it is at the 

same time the truly Holy and Hallowed Word, but that Holy 

Word is the word of the testament of promise! For if we do not 

recognize the promise of that holy Word, we will despair at our 

unholiness in its presence. But, where we recognize that this is 

a testamental word of promise, then we may rejoice with a 

certain hope that God has, by it, authored our salvation! 
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Meditate on this more fully: how did God author our 

salvation? Did it not begin with the first word of promise, what 

we know better as the first gospel, the protoevangelium? 

Luther says, “God does not deal, nor has He ever dealt, with 

man otherwise than through a word of promise” (2.54). The 

holy God’s very first words in response to the Fall into sin were 

not words of condemnation or conditional rehabilitation, but 

they were words of promise of salvation! And all the 

generations looked to that first word of promise that defined 

the entire Old Testament as it waited to be fulfilled by the 

death of the Sacrificial Lamb.  

 But now, rather than retrace all the history that led to 

the fulfillment of that word of promise, consider this from a 

different angle: As that first word of promise came to its 

fulfillment in the Messiah, did not that same Messiah bring 

with him a new Word, a new testament?… still a testamental 

word of promise, but now a word of sacramental, 

‘incarnational,’ promise the Old Testament could never have 

understood until the Word became flesh! 

 And once that Word became flesh, then the new 

testament word of promise could be authored, that the God-

man would give us his very flesh and blood, would establish not 
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just a testament, but also a testamental meal by which that 

testament could be received in realtime. In that hour, on that 

evening, in that testament of promise to be sealed the next 

morning, Christ – the fulfillment of the Protoevangelium – 

spoke words to forever shape and share the testament building 

upon and replacing that protoevangelium. Luther says it this 

way: 

 
“So it came finally to the most complete promise of the 
new testament, in which with plain words life and salvation 
are freely promised.” (2.48) 

 
It is no coincidence that the Holy Supper would seem to be the 

pinnacle and culmination of God’s service to His people, the 

high point of the Christian’s week, the foretaste of and window 

into and threshold opening into eternal life. It’s no coincidence, 

for here are the Words of the testament of promise put to 

action; here they carry out what God has promised to his 

heirs… that the heirs may receive that foundational promise of 

the New Testament (the forgiveness of sins) and might receive 

strength for daily life.  

Thus, the Divine Service is nothing other than the Word 

of God (to be sure, within the liturgy it’s the Word of God set to 

music), but the Word of God that calls to repentance, forgives, 
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and blesses on the strength of the promise, which man can 

receive in his ears through the preaching and in his mouth 

through the feasting … with certainty of its genuineness 

because the testament sealed by the blood of Jesus declares in 

plain words that our God is a God of promise for us sinners in 

distress.  

 
In the Name of the Father 

And of the Son 
And of the Holy Spirit. 

+ AMEN + 
 
 
Rev. Mark C. Bestul 
Calvary Lutheran Church 
M arch 23, 2022 


