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Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
Our text, the Gospel reading of Jesus’ transfiguration, including these 
words, “And behold, two men were talking with him, Moses and 
Elijah, who appeared in glory and spoke of his departure, which he 
was about to accomplish at Jerusalem.” 
 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
 In recording our Lord’s transfiguration, St Luke writes 

not merely as historical scribe, but also as messenger of the 

Lord’s glory. We can infer this because he, an otherwise very 

detailed and precise physician, begins the account by saying, 

“About eight days after these things…” Matthew’s account very 

specifically says it was six days later… but Luke’s “about eight 

days” turns our mind’s attention to that number of the new 

creation, that number eight, that number of baptism, of new 

birth, of the life of the world to come, of everlasting glory… 

 And, at the height of Jesus’ revelation of his divine 

nature to his disciples, at this moment of His transfiguration, 

does our mind not go with theirs, as Luke’s gospel hints with 

the “about eight days”… does our mind not go to Jesus’ glory? 

Glory that is naturally and rightfully his in his very person and 
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essence. Glory that He wants them to see, that they might later 

report it for the benefit of all:  

“We did not follow cunningly devised myths when we made 

known to you the power and coming of the Lord Jesus 

Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of His majesty. For He 

received honor and glory from God the Father when the 

voice came to him saying, ‘This is My beloved Son, in whom 

I am well pleased.’ And we ourselves heard this when we 

were with him on the holy mountain.” 

  

Now, the question is, why is that such a benefit for us to know? 

Why is it so essential to see Christ’s glory shine forth on the 

holy mountain? Why is it so essential to tie the word ‘glory’ to 

our understanding of Christ?  

That word “glory” is fairly overused in our language, so 

that winning sports championships or gold medals are referred 

to as ‘glory,’ majestic scenes of nature are called ‘glorious.’ 

Years after wars end, we even turn their bloody history into 

movies and games and call them ‘glorious’! 

 Glory properly only belongs to God. It has to do with his 

perfection, his holiness, his divine splendor, his very nature and 

essence being worthy of praise. When we sing “Glory be to God 

on High,” (or, in the Order of Morning Prayer, the refrain is 

“Give glory to God our light and our life”), we are not adding to 
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His glory, but merely honoring and revering what is already 

naturally His.  

And if that “glory” uniquely belongs to the God of 

heaven and earth, then for the Father to display on the holy 

mountain that Jesus shares that same glory is the Majesty’s 

very own attestation to Jesus’ divinity. How does John’s gospel 

famously say it: “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among 

us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from 

the Father” – that’s really a wonderful summary of the 

Epiphany season, isn’t it? “The Word became flesh… dwelt 

among us (with the testimony of his Word and signs) and we 

have seen his glory, glory that can only come from One who is 

the only-begotten of the Father from before all worlds, God of 

God Light of Light, very God of very God.”  

And with this glorious sight we often remark how Moses 

and Elijah add to the heavenly testimony, for there they are – 

the Law and the Prophets – pointing to Jesus, echoing the 

attestation of the Father. But, Elijah’s and Moses’ presence is 

an important attestation also for another reason – it serves as a 

reminder that Jesus’ glory is his natural state and essence – 

even if unseen by this life – perfectly known and seen (and 
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even shared in) by those in the life of the world to come. What 

do I mean by this? 

Notice that Luke says that Moses and Elijah “appeared 

in glory.” Sinners can’t appear in glory unless they share God’s, 

share Christ’s. In other words, their heaven-on-earth 

appearance in this scene is a reminder that the heavenly realm 

is the promised-land goal for all of us and that Jesus’ glory is 

key to that. In fact, this is why it is so helpful for us sinners that 

both Moses and Elijah there stand. For, if just Elijah (who never 

died but was taken to heaven in a fiery chariot), we might 

wonder if we sinners who die have no share in such glory. We 

might recall our Old Testament reading, that Moses died on Mt 

Nebo and was not allowed to enter the temporal promised 

land, and we might say, “Uh oh. Looks like Moses didn’t get to 

heaven, and I’m certainly as much a sinner as Moses!” On the 

other hand, if it was just Moses on the mountain, and Elijah 

was not present, we’d wonder if Moses’ appearance was 

simply the ghost of a dead man… but with Elijah’s appearance, 

who never died, we know that Moses is alive, that the promise 

of life after death is true, that the phrase “about eight days” 

can truly point us to heavenly promises of life everlasting in the 

new creation for both body and soul, and that all of this shares 
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in and is showered upon by Jesus’ true and everlasting glory as 

the Son of God.  

And, understandably, we love the prospect of such 

things. Peter’s wish is to build three tents (and the word tent is 

interesting – not only the idea of a ‘tabernacle’, a place of 

worship, but also a place commonly made of ‘skins’ – a new 

skin to escape the old skin, a place of worship to remain and 

escape the world. In other words, Peter says, “Lord, let’s just 

stay here forever. Forget the world out there, let’s just remain 

in this glorious place.” That sounds a lot like what we sinners 

are so often tempted with, doesn’t it? – the glory of a place to 

escape the real struggles of this world. Isn’t that what the new 

“virtual reality” craze, the “metaverse” is all about? Supposed 

glory and supreme comfort for me, to escape all the messiness 

of this life. Oh, how (supposedly) ‘glorious’! 

Yet, we ought be very careful with, in a sense, thinking 

on this idea of glory too lightly. Let’s not assume it is simply 

ours to enjoy as we please. For our text also tells us how 

sinners truly fare before true glory – God’s glory. Yes, we can go 

throughout this epiphany season and be reminded of signs of 

Jesus’ glory – miracles, healings, raising the dead, this mount of 

transfiguration – they all point us to the fact that Jesus is in his 
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own essence glorious. But, what is the chief sign, perhaps, of 

Jesus’ glory throughout the gospels?, but that when he unveils 

the glory of his very nature and essence, we sinners cannot 

handle it. It evokes fear for our very lives.  

Our text says the disciples were afraid; other accounts 

of the event intimate that they buried their heads so as to 

shelter themselves from it. Other occasions: when Peter sees 

the fishing nets fill miraculously, he tells Jesus to depart, for He 

is holy and Peter is not, just as Isaiah – in beholding the holy 

glory of God – says “Woe is me! I am as good as dead!” …and 

just as God had told Moses on Sinai, “When my glory passes by, 

you may see my back, for no one can see My face and live” (Ex. 

33).  

That is the true glory of Jesus, very God of very God. 

Which, by the way, is how you know that all those little idols 

and false gods that you are so enamored by are not the true 

God: you cozy up to them way too easily, without any fear of 

any divine glory!  

But Jesus’ glory is true – and so the disciples fear, for 

they – as we – are mere sinners. 

And that means we need Jesus to (no matter his true 

and unveiled glory in the heavenly places) we need him to glory 
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in something else for our sakes. Notice the difference between 

“glory” as a noun and as a verb. As a noun, glory describes 

God’s essence. As a verb, “to glory in” something means it is 

your pride and joy. Jesus’ true glory as “God of God, Light of 

Light” is undeniable, but the Scriptures say, “not counting his 

equality with God a thing to be protected, he made himself 

nothing, taking the form of a servant… And being found in 

human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the 

point of death, even death on a cross.” 

Notice what Jesus glories in! What is his pride and joy? 

What does he put all his effort into and focus all his attention 

on and take great joy in? How does our text say it: “[they] 

spoke of his departure, which he was about to accomplish at 

Jerusalem.” To ‘accomplish’ is a word that indicates “this is 

your goal, your pride, your joy.” And what is? His departure… 

or, in the Greek, his “exodus.”  

The line of Abraham rightly gloried in – and believed 

was their true glory – the history of the Exodus. Indeed, what a 

glorious truth that God redeemed them out of bondage, 

through saving waters, sustained them with bread from heaven 

during their sojourn, and delivered them into the safety of the 

promised land. Glorious! But temporal. But, here, the 
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conversation is on a greater exodus… the exodus that Jesus 

himself will accomplish as the one who brings grace and truth, 

the ultimate Joshua who delivers people beyond where the 

Law can take them to Mt Nebo, but where the Gospel takes 

them unto a share in Jesus’ true and everlasting glory. Thus, 

Jesus glories in what he is about to accomplish at Jerusalem… 

not because it shines brightly God’s holiness… but because it 

shines brightly his grace toward sinners and His plan of 

salvation… and brings it to pass. In other words, we can speak 

of God’s nature and glory… but from that holy glory also exudes 

his love by which he glories in saving you. 

Jesus glories in saving you. He glories in completing His 

Father’s plan of salvation. He gloried in going to the cross: 

“Father, the hour has come. Glorify Thy Son that Thy Son may 

glorify Thee.” These were the first words of His “High Priestly 

Prayer” before going to the cross. Elsewhere, he says, “When I 

am lifted up, I will draw all people to myself.” And John’s gospel 

says, “He said this to show by what kind of death he was going 

to die.” Still elsewhere, “The Son of Man came to seek and save 

the lost.” And still elsewhere, “God so loved the world that He 

gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall 

not perish but have everlasting life.” 
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This is what God glories in; this is what He desires – your 

salvation. And, in verses not far after our text, Luke records 

that Jesus “set his face to Jerusalem” and to the cross to save 

you… after all, that’s what the word Christ is all about, isn’t it? 

– that God plans and glories in your salvation through the 

saving effort of His Chosen One.  

But this day of Transfiguration immediately precedes all 

that, that we might be reminded who this Christ of ours truly 

is! The Son of God; the King of all Glory! If He goes to the cross 

for us, then certainly his sacrifice is sufficient for salvation. If He 

goes to the cross for us, then certainly sin and death and hell 

are overcome and vanquished. If He goes to the cross, our 

redemption is secure, our salvation is complete.  

And that’s a certain hope we sinners need, for life in this 

broken world can quickly bring us to despair. In the verses 

immediately preceding our text, Jesus had told his disciples 

(including us), “If anyone would come after me, let him deny 

himself and take up his cross daily and follow me.” Is it any 

wonder that the disciples want to build three tents and remain 

on the mountain and avoid the world, thinking “It would be 

best just to stay in a spot that is glorious and escape from the 

rest of the world.” But Jesus sets his face to Jerusalem, and he 
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teaches us to as well: “Whoever is ashamed of me and of my 

words, of him will the Son of Man be ashamed when he comes 

in his glory and the glory of the Father.” Indeed, when the 

whole world seems to be crumbling, a sure reminder of man’s 

sinfulness in all things, let us glory in the cross of Jesus Christ, 

as St Paul says, “I desire to know nothing but Christ and him 

crucified,” and again, Paul says, “May I never boast except in 

the cross of my Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has 

been crucified to me and I to the world.” 

There, in that cross of Christ, is the salvation that is ours 

and thus the assurance that we will share in his true and 

unveiled glory. We need not be afraid of the world, nor hide 

our sins, but can appeal to Christ before it all and in the face of 

it all, that our sins may kneel before his perfect atonement and 

that the whole world may glory in his sacrifice and death and 

know that the King of Glory is also the Savior and Redeemer.  

Thus, thank God for this glorious image on the mount, 

to be reminded who this Jesus truly is, how glorious he truly in 

his person and essence is… but then to ponder anew that He 

would set aside all that true glory and instead glory in your 

salvation – and nothing in your life ought you glory in and take 

confidence in and ponder more than that! The God of all glory 
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knows nothing better, nothing more joyous, he glories in 

nothing more than to redeem you in a heavenly exodus out of 

sin’s bondage, claim you as His own in a holy sea Red with his 

saving blood, and sustain you in your earthly sojourn by His 

Word and Sacrament issuing forth his forgiveness, and pointing 

you ahead with Moses and Elijah to the true glory, the true 

heavenly and eternal glory, that awaits you – not by building 

tents to ‘stay here’ in this life – but awaits you in the 

resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. 

In Nomine Iesu. 
+ AMEN + 

Rev. Mark C. Bestul 
Calvary Lutheran Church 
February 27, 2022 


