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Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Our text, the gospel reading, as summarized on the bulletin cover: 
“Rejoice… your reward is great in heaven.” 
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
 What do you expect of your Messiah? What do you expect 

of the salvation he brings? 

 Throughout this Epiphany season we’ve heard much of 

what this Jesus does –he preaches with power and authority, 

heals diseases, tames demons, and – later in this chapter – even 

speaks life back into the dead. These are not only signs the crowds 

love, but they are legitimate signs of the Christ, as Jesus will soon 

remind the disciples sent by John, “Go and tell John what you see, 

the blind receive sight, the lame walk, the leprous are healed, the 

deaf hear, the dead are raised, the poor are evangelized. And 

blessed is the one who is not scandalized by me.”  

 That last phrase seems out of place, doesn’t it? Why would 

one be scandalized by following Jesus, to the point he must assure 

his followers they are blessed? Perhaps today’s text helps us 

understand this better, as it seems a microcosm of this entire 

Epiphany season. 



  2 

                                                                   2 

 First, note that crowds are said to come from Judea and 

Jerusalem, and from Tyre and Sidon. Recall from last week, Jesus 

is near the Sea of Galilee. Judea and Jerusalem are far to the 

south (the heart of Israel), Tyre and Sidon are far to the north 

(gentile country). The visual is simple: the nations – Jew and 

Gentile – longingly gather at the feet of this Jesus. If God’s 

promises of old are to be true, someone must finally be the 

Christ… and just maybe this Jesus is it! 

 And the signs of the Christ, this Jesus does. But the text 

says he’s more than just a miracle-worker;  the text records 

regarding his very nature and essence and person, “power came 

out from him and healed them all.”  

 There is God’s Christ walking the earth!: Power came out 

from him. And this isn’t the only time we hear this: the woman 

who bled for twelve years was healed because she simply touched 

the fringe of his garments, so that recall, both Luke and Mark 

record Jesus declaring, “Someone touched me, for I perceive that 

power has gone out from me.” Yes, when we refer to the healing 

touch of Jesus, or – as we hear in the baptismal rite today – Jesus 

blessing the children by touching them, it is not simply that Jesus 

thinks well of them and does some wonder-working for them, it’s 

that his very person and essence and nature as the Christ benefits 

them.  
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 This all sets the stage; for, next, Luke points out that Jesus 

lifts his eyes upon his disciples to speak with divine authority… the 

same divine authority as when the power comes out from him 

and he heals all. 

 But what does he say? Does he say, “Blessed are you 

because my power goes out from me”? Does he say, “Blessed are 

you because I am the great physician who heals all, the great Lord 

over the demons, the Master over death”? No, he doesn’t 

highlight the signs of the Messiah they have just seen. Rather, he 

speaks as if to say, “These signs will not be with you forever, and 

blessed are you when you are not scandalized by this, but when 

you remember my Word and my promise that you have a 

heavenly inheritance.” 

 Notice how the beatitudes seem to totally differ from 

what has just happened above. Above, the sick were immediately 

healed, those troubled with unclean spirits were cured. The 

crowds immediately had the benefit of his power with the simple 

touch of the One they thronged. 

 But now, it’s as if Jesus says, “Though this proves I am the 

Christ, this is not how you will from now on receive my Gospel.” In 

other words, it’s as if Jesus is very intentionally separating them 

from any “prosperity gospel, best-life-now gospel” notions and 

teaching them how they will live in the Gospel in this world. 
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 Now, we know the Beatitudes pretty well… such 

comforting words that we hear each time we observe the Festival 

of All Saints. But, then, we hear those words as a comfort 

regarding the whole Church, as we commemorate those who 

have gone before us. But here, in Luke, Jesus doesn’t say, “Blessed 

are they,” as if speaking of third-person parties not in the room; 

He speaks directly to you: “Blessed are you who are poor, for 

yours is the kingdom of God.”  

 Let’s dissect this first beatitude because it sets up the 

pattern for the rest of these. The word “blessed” (makarioi) does 

not mean there is something inherently valuable within you. It’s 

not “bless-ed are you who are poor”, as if there’s something 

about you worth loving, worth blessing. Being poor does not net 

you God’s favor! Sometimes, there’s almost a pietistic masochism 

about Christians, where they think the Christian is to suffer as 

much as possible now so that they’ll have more reward later. 

Guess what? That’s works righteousness. That’s not the Gospel!  

Rather Jesus says, “Yes, you may be poor now, but you are 

even now blest. For, struggling through the poverty heaped upon 

you by worldly kingdoms, you presently have the inheritance of 

the kingdom of God. All the riches of the kingdom of God are just 

as much yours now as is your poverty. You live in the gospel of the 

‘now and not yet.’ Not yet can you see and touch it, but now it is 
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yours… so that though you are poor before the world, you are the 

richest of the world, for no worldly riches can compare with the 

inheritance of the kingdom of God.”  

To understand this, picture a homeless man who has just 

won the world’s largest prize, and while going to claim his prize he 

is driving his rusted-out Ford Escort (the back hatch stuffed with 

every last one of his worthless raggedy items he calls 

possessions), the world sees him as a pitiful pauper, not realizing 

that this one they disdain is actually richer than them all.  

But even that image of such a great worldly prize pales in 

comparison to the glory to be revealed to us in the life of the 

world to come…even if you must journey humbly. 

 In the same pattern, the Beatitudes continue, “Blessed are 

you who are hungry now, for you shall be satisfied.” Does that 

mean you are blessed because you are hungry, or does it mean 

that despite being hungry now, despite being known by the world 

as a pauper whose God has delivered no earthly feast to plump 

you up, you are also now blessed, because the promise of Christ’s 

Gospel is certain and sure, and you will be satisfied when you 

enter into the kingdom of God and its full inheritance… indeed, 

even satisfied temporally when your hungering frame comes and 

is fed the very power-exuding body and blood of Christ, to 

strengthen and sustain you as you patiently await life everlasting? 
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 Again, the pattern of the beatitudes continue: “Blessed are 

you who weep now, for you shall laugh.” How many pietistic 

Christians think laughing is not allowed now, for ‘if I want to laugh 

later I must be utterly solemn now.’ That, again, is a wrong 

interpretation. You are not blessed with laughter later because 

you weep now. Instead, because ours is not a prosperity gospel, 

we level-headedly anticipate that this broken world will often 

cause tears now… we are not shaken and rocked by weeping in 

this life as is the frantic and thin-skinned world out there. Our 

Lord has taught us plainly: though life in this broken world 

(including our sins of which we must repent) admittedly causes 

much weeping now, there will be laughing and great joy for the 

forgiven led by Christ into the never-ending marriage banquet. 

 Finally, because all this is a ‘now, not-yet’ Gospel and 

because the faithless are scandalized by a Christ who won’t 

reward them immediately, but can simultaneously teach patience 

and still be loving / relevant, Jesus says, “Blessed are you when 

people hate you and when they exclude you and revile you and 

spurn your name as evil, on account of the Son of Man.” In other 

words, he knows the faithless will make life miserable for the 

Christian. Don’t we hear the hate constantly? We’re labeled “flat-

earthers, anti-science”, fanatics, fringe, followers of myth, kool-

aid drinkers, ignorant, dreamers. But our Messiah is the only one 
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in history whose tomb stands empty, the only one whose radiant 

power flowed from his flesh and blood, proving him to be Son of 

God and Son of Man. That we would be known by him, redeemed 

by him, forgiven by him, loved by him… truly we are blest by him: 

“Blessed are you when they hate you for my sake. Even as they 

do, you may rejoice and leap for joy, for behold even now your 

reward (not an earned sum, but a prize awarded because of 

Christ’s righteousness) your reward, your inheritance, is great in 

heaven.” 

 And then Jesus slips in something jarring about those who 

would hate you: “For so their fathers did to the prophets.” Did 

what to the prophets? – hated them, rejected them and the 

gospel they proclaimed. And whose fathers did this? – the 

children of Abraham. What a stunning rebuke to conclude these 

comforting beatitudes, as Jesus not-so-subtly warns the crowds, 

“Do not heed the pharisees, the saducees, the religious leaders. 

For, claiming to be sons of the great fathers of Israel, they 

rejected the prophets that preceded the Christ who sent them.” 

 And, on account of that final thought, Jesus now 

forewarns us by following the same pattern of the Beatitudes to 

declare in our direction equally-great woes upon those who reject 

the Gospel the prophets declared and the Christ brings: 
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 “Woe to you who are rich, for you have received your 

consolation.” Though hard to see in the English, the sentence 

structure is very parallel with the blessings in the verses above: In 

other words, just as one is not in his person bless-ed, so also Jesus 

does not speak of one’s person and essence when he declares 

these woes. Not, “Woe are you,” but “Woe to you.” That’s not 

meant to relieve you, “Phew, at least there’s nothing wrong with 

my essence.” No, this should terrify you, that from the true Christ 

to the one who worships false Christs, there is a sentence of woe 

upon you, even if you would judge your essence righteous! 

We forget that the Jesus who came to save will come again 

to judge, as John the forerunner said, “Already the axe is laid to 

the root of the tree… His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will 

clear his threshing floor… and the chaff he will burn with 

unquenchable fire.” Otherwise said, “Woe to you,” from Christ 

himself. 

 Do we not hear this in Holy Week, when Jesus cries out 

against the cities of the faithless fathers, “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, 

how long I sought to gather you as a mother hen gathers her 

chicks under her wings, but you would not… Woe to you, 

Bethsaida, Woe to you Chorazin! If the works done in you had 

been done in Tyre and Sidon they would have repented long 

ago”… but you wanted a false Christ and a worldly gospel.  
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 We perhaps remember those woes during Holy Week. We 

often forget them as the warning opposite the Beatitudes: 

 “Woe to you who are rich, for you have received your 

consolation.” That doesn’t mean you are sinning by being 

wealthy; it means seeing your wealth as the gospel and therefore 

judging God’s love for you by your comfort level is a false gospel 

of a false Christ. We all agree with this in theory, but consider a 

few “flesh-and-blood” examples:  

• If you’ve been using Calvary at Daily Prayer, you just this 

week read about Job’s friend saying, ‘These ills have fallen 

upon you because you’ve sinned, but if God forgives you 

your life will get better.’ That’s a “prosperity” gospel.  

• Again, in yesterday’s Christianity and Current Events 

discussion, we considered the MetaVerse and 

transhumanism, and the bitterness of those nihilists who 

think this creation offers no good and so would rather live 

in virtual reality because at least there they can have a 

chance at immediate happiness. A false gospel! 

 
 Indeed, how does Jesus say it, “You have received your 

consolation”… and that word for consolation is , not 

unlike paraclete, the word we use for the Holy Spirit. “Yes,” Jesus 

says, “those of false worldly gospels have their paraclete, their 

comforter, not the true Comforter that I send in My Name 

through Word and Sacrament to bring to your remembrance all I 

have promised, but a false comforter, a false paraclete, a false 
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spirit, not sent by me, but by false christs of false gospels. Woe 

are you who have them as your comfort, for that comfort will flee 

and your eternity will be dreadful.” 

 And, just as we said of the blest that they are blessed now 

even though hungry now, so also to those upon whom Woes are 

declared, “You may have your wealth now, but you also even now 

bear the woe and the curse I have declared upon you,” Jesus says, 

“and no amount of wealth will protect you from that 

condemnation.” You can have all the riches of the world, but if 

you have not Christ, you are even now more impoverished than 

the beggar who at least knows to beg. 

 Woe to you who are rich… who are full now (whose god is 

your belly and creature comforts)… you who laugh now (meaning 

you grow bitter toward Christ in times of trouble, or even reject 

the need to weep over your own sinfulness)… and woe to you 

when people speak well of you (in other words, when your 

reputation before men is your gospel/hope)…  

 And, then, a final jarring reminder: “for so their fathers did 

to the false prophets.” Yes, if the fathers ran after false prophets, 

false gospels, false paracletes and comforts, then woe to you if 

you are loved by – and, thus tempted to follow in the footsteps of 

– those false children of Abraham.  
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 Stunning rebuke though it may be, harsh words though 

they may be, Christ certainly isn’t guilty of ambiguity. His Word is 

divinely clear… there are many false gospels and false Christs who 

tempt you with a better life now: woe to you forever, if you follow 

them.  

 But here epiphanied in flesh and blood you have the true 

Christ, who will bestow all benefits of His gospel upon you in due 

time, but until then can say with divine authority, “You are even 

now blessed. For as I have been epiphanied to you, so has the 

promise of your share in My gospel.”  

Dear Christian, as you struggle through this world and the 

world scoffs at your hope, you have every reason to take heart 

that in this Jesus of Nazareth you have the true Christ … and with 

him, with his blessed cross and empty tomb, with his salvation 

and forgiveness and Word and Sacraments, you have all the riches 

of eternal life awaiting you… not yet your experience, but even 

now your inheritance, so that you may rejoice and be glad, for 

your reward is great in heaven. 

  
 
 

In the Name of the Father 
And of the Son 

And of the Holy Spirit. 
+ AMEN + 
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