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Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
Our text, the Gospel reading from St Luke, highlighted by these 
words, “Jesus said to Simon, ‘Do not be afraid; from now on you will 
be catching men.’ And when they had brought their boats to land, 
they left everything and followed him.”  
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
 This Epiphany season introduces us not only to the person of 

the Christ, but also to the means and instruments by which He brings 

the gospel to our hearts – namely (as we’ve heard the last two 

weeks) the proclamation of His Word and (by the authority of that 

Word) the giving of His Sacraments. Through Word and Sacrament, 

the Christ reveals and gives to those who believe in Him all the gifts 

of God’s mercy through the merits of that same Christ’s blood and 

sacrifice.  

 Today’s readings from both Isaiah and Luke teach us how 

Jesus plans for the proclamation of that Word and the dissemination 

of those Sacraments to go throughout the world and unto its 

corners: servants and messengers will be called and sent. But, we 

make a mistake when we refer to our Gospel reading as the calling of 

the disciples; not that that description is untrue, but that our 
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understanding of it is often ‘un-discerning.’ A disciple is called into 

faith to learn; an apostle is called from those of faith to be sent out.  

 So, when Jesus calls the first disciples and says, “Do not be 

afraid; from now on you will be catching men,” we must carefully 

distinguish whether he is calling disciples or calling apostles. One 

might rightly say, “He is calling disciples now, that they might learn 

at his feet and be sent out later as apostles.” Indeed, that is the 

historical record, isn’t it, so that at his ascension, Jesus sends out the 

apostles and the book of Acts records for us all that He does through 

them to bring the proclamation to all nations beginning in Jerusalem, 

Judea, Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.  

 But if we are not careful with this historical truth of ‘the first 

disciples being called to be made apostles,’ we will generalize it to all 

who are disciples of Christ. You are a disciple of Christ, a student at 

his feet. But such does not mean he is training you now so as to 

apostello (the verb form of apostle – “to send”)… to apostello you 

later.  

There is a distinction to be made between disciples and 

apostles, isn’t there? Not just “apostle” in the narrow sense of 

Christ’s hand-picked men of the first century, but also “apostle” in 

the generic sense that the apostolic ministry, or (as we know it) the 

Office of the Holy Ministry, continues to carry out Christ’s command. 

There is a distinction to make, isn’t there? Not one of value or merit. 

Not one of importance or righteousness. But one of vocation and 
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historical accuracy in the reading of Holy Scripture.  After all: you 

Christ has not charged to leave your hometown and go preach the 

word of God to unknown sheep of Christ 2000 miles away. But – with 

no merit or worthiness – that’s what your pastor was placed here to 

do, wasn’t it? And, when I am gone (or apostello’ed elsewhere), this 

congregation will still be here. That is the distinction between those 

who sit as disciples at Christ’s feet and those disciples who are sent 

and tasked with the proclamation, isn’t it? (Again, without implying 

there’s any difference in merit or righteousness before God, yet 

upholding the distinction in vocational realities as the Scriptures 

convey them.) 

 But sometimes we fail to make this distinction, partly 

because we are, by God’s grace, zealous for the Gospel to go forth. 

And we make the mistake of saying, “Yes, pastor, you are to preach 

to the Christian, but the Christian is to preach to the world.” Now, 

that is wrongheaded in two ways: first, it claims that the Divine 

Service is only the staging area for Christians, and that the true grace 

of God is done “out there.” But, as we have seen throughout these 

past few weeks, Jesus went into the synagogues (the houses of 

worship), and – in Acts – the apostles only apologetically argue while 

in the streets, while the gifts of God are still distributed and shared in 

the Early Church’s gatherings around Word and Sacrament. In other 

words, the grace of God for the whole world is to be found at his 
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pulpit and altar. The Church’s task is not to take the gifts of God to 

the world, but to bring the world to the gifts of God.  

 But this is where we are wrongheaded in the second way –

knowing that the world must be brought to the pulpit and altar of 

God, we hear these words of our text as if we are not beneficiaries of 

this salvaiton, but only those accountable to God for the salvation of 

the world! And, when that is the thought, what a horrible burdened 

conscience, anxious heart, and stressed countenance falls upon us! – 

as if the scene of Isaiah is your scene as well… as if God has given you 

to see the holy throne-room of heaven and now you are his chosen 

prophet for your neighborhood: “Here I am, send me!” 

 Now, we will get to how this can be rightly applied for all 

Christians, but first note how wrongly this is interpreted, as if you are 

the lone prophet Isaiah and the whole prophecy of God for the world 

(or your neighborhood) is dependent upon you! We even have a 

hymn in our hymnal (remember, hymnals are not inerrant or 

inspired; we can admit room for improvement and hymns that 

should be removed) and our hymnal includes a hymn that applies the 

passage of Isaiah to you this way: 

Hark, the voice of Jesus crying,  
“Who will go and work today? 
Fields are white and harvests waiting –  
Who will bear the sheaves away?” 
Loud and long the Master calleth;  
Rich reward He offers thee. 
Who will answer, gladly saying,  
“Here am I, send me, send me?” 



  5 

                                                                   5 

 
There’s Isaiah’s response in our Old Testament reading. Then the 
hymn concludes this way,  
 
Let none hear you idly saying,  
“There is nothing I can do,”  
while the multitudes are dying  
And the Master calls for you. 
 
My goodness. Do you ear what the hymn says of you?: “What a 

miserable wretch you must be, as the world is dying and it’s all 

because you’re not working hard enough!” 

 And, as you bear all the guilt and shame and stress of not 

saving the world, you have also lost all the comfort and confidence 

and joy in our Gospel reading that Christ had you in mind as one 

whom the fishers of men would catch.  

You are the men, women, and children Jesus had in mind to 

be caught by the Gospel. Two thousand years ago, Jesus – who was 

carrying to the cross your sins and preparing to win for you your 

salvation – He was instructing and equipping would-be apostles to 

proclaim the Word for the benefit of all with you in mind, that you 

might hear the proclamation and believe the Word of this Christ who 

is trustworthy and true. 

 So, in our text, when Jesus tells the students of the Office of 

the Holy Ministry (the first seminarians, if you will) that they will 

catch men, and when in our Old Testament reading, the would-be 
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prophet is told he will bring God’s Word to the nations, the Lord has 

in mind you and your salvation – and not you and your servitude.  

Marvel forever in this great truth that the Lord is so 

thoughtful toward you that not only did He go to the cross for you, 

but He ensured that the Word of the cross and the apostolic office 

entrusted with its proclamation would crisscross continents and span 

centuries that that proclamation may fill your ears and comfort your 

hearts and define your lives and – one day – empty your graves and 

clothe your resurrected bodies in everlasting life.  

 And, if this is our veritable joy, then do we have any 

hesitation to admit that there are portions of Scripture which exhort 

us to always be ready to give a reason for the hope that is within us, 

or to confess Christ before men, that they too may benefit… or to 

safeguard and hand down the faith to our children and children’s 

children, that they too may benefit? Every Sunday we do have the 

privilege of more than seeing the throne-room of heaven, but rather 

being served the gifts from that throne-room of heaven – the great 

feast of heaven, the living bread from heaven: “This is my body, this 

is my blood… for you”… just as the preaching is for you, so also the 

sacraments, so that you literally partake of heaven-come-to-earth 

and sing with the angels and archangels “Holy, Holy, Holy.” As this is 

ours because of Christ, would we really now say, “Look, since the call 

of Isaiah and the call of the would-be apostles is not vocationally my 

call, I will just sit here and put no effort during the week into sharing 
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this precious truth with others”? My goodness, is that how we would 

interpret this? God forbid! 

 But we must also understand that the sharing of the gospel is 

not God sending you in frenzied faith-sharing to the far corners of 

the earth; and – in the more mundane privileges of confessing the 

faith throughout daily life, we must admit that we have at times 

been very lazy with safeguarding and confessing this precious 

treasure.  

 Men, for how many generations have Christian men 

dismissed the gospel and the doctrine of Christ, and thus relegated 

their responsibilities within the church and home to already 

extremely busy wives/mothers, setting all the wrong examples for 

the children of what it means to live in and confess the faith? Did the 

church of the 20th century become feminized because women 

overpowered men, or because men shrugged at their divinely-

mandated responsibilities and left the things of God… so that, if 

women were left to fill boards and positions of theological oversight 

and, more importantly, were left to be the majority of the hearers of 

the proclamation – sitting alone in the pews – and the only role 

models of faith for the next generation, would pastors not be 

tempted to craft their preaching to proclaim a supposedly more-

relatable Jesus... but a Jesus who is not the Jesus of the true Gospel?  

 And, how should we expect Eve to react to Adam leaving his 

duty, but with a ‘feminist’ movement? Women, for how many 
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generations have Christian women been tempted by society to judge 

their inherent value according to society and not according to Christ 

– not to confess before the world God’s good order as that good 

order focuses us on God’s good mercies to all mankind, but to decry 

God’s good order as male chauvinism, to desire in husbands  more 

an image of the romantic Prince Charming than an image of the 

faithful Prince of Peace… tempted by society to worry more about 

proving women’s equal status in the workplace than rejoicing in their 

most blessed and favored role in God’s creation as it’s designed 

around you and the family unit… tempted by society to belittle the 

saving power of Scriptural doctrine in favor of a Jesus who offers 

Chicken-Soup sentiments, so that what is handed down to the 

children is a Jesus who sheds tears rather than blood, who offers 

feelings more than forgiveness, a church of subjective sympathies 

rather than the rock-solid confession of the Small Catechism.  

And children, for how many generations have the children of 

the Church been so idolatrous toward the world that they do not 

cherish this incomprehensible heavenly treasure that has been 

handed down to you?... so that rather than joyfully growing up in the 

faith and living in it all your days to the joy of your parents and the 

honoring of their reputation and the careful handling of your 

greatest family treasure, which is faith in the Word of God, children’s 

proud hearts have sought popularity among peers and thus 

disowned the faith… or have set in the pews in boredom, claiming 
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that Jesus has done a poor job of making His gospel worthy of your 

time and your heart’s desire, and that you just can’t wait to grow out 

of the juvenile things of God and into the adult things of the world? 

You see, those who need to be caught by the Gospel are 

primarily just “those sinners out there,” but it’s also we sinners in 

here. And the place where the Gospel does its catching is not just out 

there (though it certainly can ‘catch men’ out there), but the place 

we know Christ is to be found and the Holy Spirit is at work to create 

and sustain faith is where the Word and Sacraments are the singular 

focus. Isn’t this hinted at in our text, when Jesus decided to teach the 

people from the boat? Think of that image – the image of Jesus 

teaching from within the Church (that’s the image of the boat, isn’t 

it?)… And, when Jesus proclaims from within the boat, His powerful 

Word makes miraculous things happen:  “Put out into the deep and 

let down your nets for a catch.” There’s much that is deep and dark 

about our lives and all the baggage we weekly drag into this place. 

We come with sacks empty of righteousness, full of darkness, almost 

limitlessly deep in sins and frustrations and ‘dark secrets.’   

And, in the context of that deep darkness, sometimes the 

servants of the Gospel are skeptical, having grown weary from their 

toil, they think the effort is in vain: “Master, we toiled all night and 

took nothing. But at your word I will let down the nets.”  

Every now and then, Peter says it well: “At your Word.” 

Everything hinges on the Word of Christ, its power, its promise. And, 



  10 

                                                                   10 

as the Word goes forth from His mouth, it will accomplish that for 

which He sends it. Miraculous things happen: Men, women, and 

children are forgiven. The flickers of faith are fanned. Repentance is 

wrought. The forgiven rejoice in God’s will and desire to do better in 

loving their neighbor, so that families can be strengthened… and, 

where families are strengthened in the Word, so are communities 

made up of those families, and so are societies made up of those 

communities. Yes, the catch of fish is great, so that even skeptical 

Peter recognizes his unworthiness to have the privileged 

responsibility to do the Lord’s bidding: 

“Depart from me for I am an unclean man…” Reminds you of 

Isaiah’s cry, doesn’t it? – “Woe is me, for I am undone. I am a man of 

unclean lips.”  Yet, how did the angel respond but with the burning 

coal of forgiveness; and how does Jesus respond in our text, but to 

comfort Peter, “Do not fear, Simon, from now on you will be 

catching men.”… Yes, Peter; yes, Isaiah, the Word of the Lord will do 

its work, even handled by sinful men. It catches innumerable men, 

women, and children from among the nations, it brings us 

beneficiaries even this hour to the divine majesty of the “Holy, Holy, 

Holy.” It bestows on us God’s merciful treasures in Christ Jesus and 

will bring us to everlasting life. 

In Nomine Iesu 
+ AMEN + 

Rev. Mark C. Bestul 
Calvary Lutheran Church 
February 6, 2022 


