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Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
Our text, “And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the 
attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all in the synagogue were 
fixed on him. And he began to say to them, “Today this Scripture has 
been fulfilled in your hearing.” 
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
 It must have been a breathtaking and surreal scene – one 

perhaps we can actually now better digest and meditate upon than 

what the immediate Nazareth synagogue gathering could – to 

behold the Word made flesh read the Word not yet enfleshed, to see 

the New Testament read the Old Testament, to behold the 

fulfillment read the Word concerning himself and, in real-time, 

proclaim that the word of the prophet was no longer just a 

prophecy, but now a tangible and present-tense truth.  

 And, because it is so surreal, so breathtakingly overwhelming 

to grasp, we sometimes gloss over some of the beautiful detail of 

this text and simply meditate upon it as the first of many occasions in 

which Jesus was not believed by the crowds. But, certainly, there’s 

much more to it than that.  

 And, there’s more to it than just what the English conveys on 

the surface! We English-speaking Christians ought always take great 



  2 

                                                                   2 

comfort in knowing that the English will convey to us the truth of the 

Scripture, right doctrine, and the pure Law and Gospel of Christ 

Jesus. But, we ought also admit that sometimes the English doesn’t 

convey some of the wonderful nuances of the Scriptural text that 

add depth and focus to our understanding.  

 Consider the words of our Gospel reading that are the focal 

point of this text – Jesus’ reading of Isaiah the prophet and then 

declaring that that prophecy is fulfilled in flesh-and-blood by this 

supposed son-of-the-carpenter. The English very accurately records 

the Scriptural word, but we English speakers do not always see the 

depth of those words.  

 For example, Jesus reads, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

because he has anointed me.” This ‘anointing’ sounds foreign to us 

and so our ears and hearts begin to glaze over in indifference. But 

the word in the Greek is “” and, from it, we get the word 

“Christ.” In other words, Jesus says, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon 

me, because he has Christed (or “Christened”) me.” We know the 

word “christen” as an alternative reference to Baptism. But here, 

Jesus is not saying that the Spirit of the Lord made him the Christ, 

but declared and testified to him as the Christ. Did we not see that 

image just two weeks ago, as the Holy Spirit descended from heaven 

in the form of a dove and testified that this Jesus is indeed the Christ, 

the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 
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 Now, the prophecy of Isaiah continues and, as it does, the 

English depicts the wondrous work of this Christ and almost, almost 

conveys the threefold theme of this Christ’s work. Look at the 

prophecy carefully (verses 18-19) and you’ll note two pairs of words 

repeated in thematic fashion: “to proclaim” is one (disregard it’s first 

use in verse 17, which is a different Greek word and should be 

rendered “to evangelize the poor”… really it’s the second and third 

English mention of “to proclaim” that are the same – ). The 

second repeated theme you’ll notice is the promise that Jesus will 

bring liberty. We’ll unpack that in a moment. 

 But there’s also a third repeated theme the English doesn’t 

convey as well, and that is the theme of “sending.” Notice the quote, 

“He has sent me to proclaim liberty”… but then, a bit further on, 

instead of reading “to set at liberty,” it should read, “to send forth 

into liberty those who are oppressed.” So, though we’ve begun by 

getting a bit into the weeds on wordsmithing, stay with me and 

notice these repeated themes of the Christ: proclaiming, giving 

liberty, and being sent. Now, let’s unpack those because it is this 

reality for which the Christ was promised, and it is now this reality 

that Jesus makes tangibly true in flesh and blood. 

 First, “proclaiming.” The Christ comes proclaiming. In 

Matthew’s gospel, the very first words of Christ’s ministry are him 

proclaiming, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” Let us 

take notice of how central the proclaiming of the Christ is, for we 
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sinners grow weary of it so easily. To proclaim is not the same as to 

give moral instruction; so many belittle this proclamation of the 

Christ by saying it is Jesus “teaching valuable ‘how to be a good 

person’ lessons.” That’s not what the word  conveys. 

Rather, it conveys the proclamation anticipated in our introit: “You 

will arise and have pity on Zion; it is the time to favor her; the 

appointed time has come.” Indeed, the “proclamation” conveys the 

great divine declaration that God is at work, the divine threat that 

the sinner will die in his sins, and the divine mercy that the kingdom 

of heaven comes among us for the express purpose of saving us from 

that sin and all its effects.  

 Do we like such proclamation? St. Paul himself admits 

yearning for this Word comes and goes among sinners… that we 

have ears that like to be tickled by whatever proclamation suits our 

passions, so that in some seasons the gospel is so comforting, other 

seasons it seems irrelevant or at odds with what we’d rather hear. 

One member said it well in an email this week (and the member gave 

me permission to share this quote): “The last few weeks I've felt 

strong pull away from being in the word, singing hymns, and praying- 

almost like a magnet matched negative to negative. I's strange how 

what should be most treasured and what brings comfort and peace 

when nothing else can is also sometimes the most unappealing chore 

for the old Adam.” Well said! What a chore we sometimes think it is to 

receive the proclamation … thinking we’re really quite the example of 
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Christian piety, we’re doing a good Christian deed by coming to 

church when we could spend our weekend doing so many other 

things.  Other times, those burdens that oppress is, those matters 

that preoccupy us, that disturb us and weigh on us … the 

proclamation just doesn’t seem to connect those dots with what 

oppresses us.  

 But Jesus says the Christ comes to proclaim to the oppressed 

liberty… to the captives, liberty. There’s that second theme apparent 

in our text. What is this liberty? In our felt oppression – when we feel 

captive to life’s miseries – we want the liberty to be whatever 

alleviates the immediate need. Covid? – physical healing. 

Mask/Vaccine mandates? – personal freedom of choice. Loneliness? 

– companionship. Poverty? – riches and treasures. Boredom? – 

reasons for excitement. Sorrow? – reasons for joy.  

 But the word for liberty is the word afesis, which is the word 

we much more frequently translate “forgiveness.” And, as soon as 

you hear that, your heart may sink a little. “Oh, forgiveness? Yeah, I 

know about that; but, what else do you have for me?” That’s how we 

think sometimes, don’t we? “What relevance is forgiveness to my 

problems? I need healing. I need help. I need money. I need 

companionship. I need comfort, joy.” 

 But let’s not forget that the origin of all of your problems is 

sin. A world of sin, a life of sin, a body of sin. Not only your sins 

against others, but others against you. Not only actual sins 
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committed in daily life, but also the condition of the fall – over which 

all creation groans in eager anticipation for deliverance. All of life’s 

problems are microcosms and ripple effects of sin – for it is sin that 

separates us from God, puts us at odds with God, makes us enemies 

of God. And as empty, forlorn, sorrowful, impoverished, oppressed 

we are because of sin that separates us from God and his love, then 

being forgiven by God, at one with God, children of God, heirs of God 

– that brings us all the comfort, hope, joy, daily bread needs, (even 

the overcoming of death and the grave) that our hearts desire. The 

greatest blessing that is yours – ever – is the forgiveness of sin. How 

did the introit speak of God’s mercy, but that He would be attentive 

“to hear the groans of the prisoners, to set free those who were 

doomed to die.” There is your deliverance; there is your liberty – the 

forgiveness of sins for those once doomed to die. For all everlasting 

benefits – benefits that, once they arrive in due season, will never 

fade away… benefits like trading the anxiety over daily needs for 

quiet confidence in God’s daily bread provision, overcoming physical 

sickness and death with the resurrection of the body, replacing the 

loneliness of earth with the unity of the throng of heaven, 

exchanging the sorrow of this world for the joy of the life of the 

world to come – all everlasting benefits flow from the forgiveness of 

sins and the oneness with God it bestows upon us. 
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 Thus, if the forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed to us, then 

there must be a sending for the sealing of that forgiveness and the 

proclamation thereof.  

 This is perhaps the theme of this text that is hardest for us to 

believe. We are quite willing to believe that religious sounding men 

would proclaim to us something about God (maybe we’d even be 

willing to say it’s God’s Word that they proclaim). And we’re quite 

comfortable with expecting that forgiveness of sins is a central part 

of that preaching. But what we can’t fathom is this theme of sending 

– we often are tempted to wonder if it’s make-believe that God sent 

His Son into the world in history, and what’s more, sent him not to 

condemn the world (to just preach fire and brimstone at the world) 

but to save the world through him (to actually bring to pass in flesh 

and blood that proclamation that so long echoed through the 

prophets). 

 But, though we were not there to see it ourselves, this is 

exactly what has happened. God has sent the Christ. How 

remarkable indeed!, that God would send into human history – even 

right into a Nazareth synagogue – the Christ of everlasting salvation, 

to be epiphanied and revealed to the world. And that Christ sent by 

God also sends (our text says). He sends us forth into deliverance, 

forgiveness, liberty. He regularly takes us from the sorrows and 

oppression of sin and nurtures us in Word and Sacrament and sends 

us forth in joy and liberty of forgiveness. But he doesn’t just regularly 



  8 

                                                                   8 

send forth those who had first proved themselves worthy of his care. 

No, He first takes sinners from the status of forsaken and moves us, 

sends us, carries us into the baptismal status of child of God. Indeed, 

as St Paul says it, all who have been baptized into Christ have put on 

Christ – Christ himself has proclaimed it upon you, combining his 

powerful Word with the waters… so that you, too, have been 

‘Christened’, for in Baptism you have received Christ. Christened not 

as if to again do or supplement the work of the Christ, but to receive 

and share in all the benefits of the Christ.  

 This news is so wonderful that the proclamation seems 

unreal… as surreal and breathtaking as watching the Word made 

flesh read the Word of the prophet. But, watch him hand back the 

scroll, sit down in the posture of preaching authority, and say to you, 

“Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” That word for 

“fulfilled” is the same word as used all throughout the opening 

chapters of Matthew: “This was to fulfill what the Lord has spoken by 

the prophet”… Again, “for so it is written by the prophet”… Again, 

“Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet”… Again, “that 

what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled.” Thus, in this 

Jesus, the words of the prophets concerning the coming Christ were 

fulfilled. Indeed, they were finally made flesh-and-blood, even if 

their immediate audience would not believe such wonders could be 

right in front of them. 



  9 

                                                                   9 

 Jesus is not surprised by his immediate audience’s unbelief. 

In fact, he points out that, this is the recurring pattern, isn’t it? – that 

the people of God who should know better reject the truth and are 

thus left out of the benefit. He says, “Yes, I know, you will say 

‘physician, heal yourself. Do something miraculous that will prove 

your claim.’ But, when the prophets proclaimed, my people would 

not listen. With Elijah, it was only the gentile widow of Zarapheth 

who received benefit. With Elisha, it was only gentile Naaman who 

received the washing of deliverance. So now, when all my people are 

in doubt and unbelief, I will seek and save the lost, the gentiles… for, 

to them, too, the Word of God has come.” 

 Heed the words carefully, dear Christian. For where we 

smugly become complacent in our status, we will follow the trend of 

unbelieving Israel. But, as we are humbled by God’s Law to admit 

and confess that we too are sinners, then we too may take the 

greatest joy in knowing Jesus has been declared the Christ – He has 

been sent and has thereby fulfilled in flesh-and-blood history the 

prophetic Word that the Lord’s Messiah would come to proclaim 

liberty over our oppression and forgiveness of our sins, and to send 

us forth in the new life of deliverance, oneness with God, and certain 

joy that we have been christened with Christ, that we might share in 

all the good news He proclaims in our hearing. 

 
In the Name of the Father 

And of the Son 
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And of the Holy Spirit. 
+ AMEN + 

 
 
Rev. Mark C. Bestul 
Calvary Lutheran Church 
January 23, 2022 


