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Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
Our text, from our Gospel reading, “And going into the house they 
saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and 
worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, 
gold and frankincense and myrrh.” 
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
 In a church year in which a number of us missed Christmas 

Eve and Christmas Day services, we thank God that the Festival of 

Epiphany is truly Christmas for us gentiles. While every other early 

Gospel account always seems to be set in the historical backdrop of, 

and seen through the lens of, the line of Abraham and the Old 

Covenant, this occasion of history is – in a sense –uniquely “Gentile-

ish” and, therefore, uniquely New Covenant. I don’t mean to imply it 

doesn’t have the same historical backdrop, but it might be fair to say 

it doesn’t as much depend upon it for a clear understanding of the 

worshipping of the Christ child (at least, not on the surface… though 

we’ll dig into that tonight). And so, on the surface, it’s all the more 

remarkable that this account is found recorded inj the gospel of 

Matthew, the gospel to the Jews, written by a Jew, about the Savior 

of the Jews.  
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 I’ve mentioned a few times in sermons these past few weeks 

the difference between Matthew’s recording of the Christmas 

narrative and Luke’s recording of it. Perhaps the most striking 

feature is that while Luke dwells on the scene of the birth, 

Matthew’s account only mentions the birth in passing and it’s this 

scene – the visit of the Magi – that truly takes center stage in 

Matthew’s gospel. This is quite remarkable, that within all the 

various mentions of the fulfilled prophecies (so important to the 

Jews), the central narrative is that gentiles come to worship the 

Christ child. It’s almost as if Matthew is saying to his Jewish 

readership, “This Christ is not just for you; he is for all nations. For all 

who believe in God’s promises – from any tribe, nation, language, 

and people – this is indeed Immanuel, God with us (all).” 

 This is the first great comfort of Epiphany, isn’t it? …that 

Christmas was not reserved for some select people of God, but the 

Christ child was both for the glory of Israel and a Light to lighten the 

gentiles. 

A few weeks ago, some of us were commenting in the 

narthex about the scene this Christmas in European nations in which 

only the vaccinated were permitted to go to Christmas services. And 

the unvaccinated gathered outside the sanctuaries and sang 

Christmas hymns. Now, such a discrimination in the Gospel is 

something Christians are right to find monstrous and un-Christian, 

and we might say of those who protested by gathering to sing 
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hymns, “Yeah, you showed those church officials.” But – as you know 

the true theology of God – you know that worship is not wrapped up 

in hymn singing, but is swaddled in Word and Sacrament. And, if 

some of the people – based on a certain status – were prohibited 

from such divine blessings, ought we not be angered and irate on 

their behalf? 

On the other hand, do any of us deserve to have access to 

the things of God? The wisdom of those wise who “still seek him” as 

we commonly mention in this season is not just that they know the 

Gospel, but they humbly admit their need for the Gospel. It’s the 

wisdom that says, “Forget the dangers of illness, poverty, shame 

before the world… the danger of my sin, the certain condemnation 

of sin, that is far more concerning… and I by my own strength, ability, 

or merit have no right to the mercies of God.” Vaccinated or 

unvaccinated in Europe, Jew or Gentile in Bethlehem, sinner 1 or 

sinner 2 of Calvary – none of us may claim merit to come before the 

holy God.  

 And that’s why it’s so comforting that the news of gentile 

worship of the Christ child is recorded in Matthew’s gospel. We 

gentiles may have the assurance by the divine Word of the Holy 

Spirit himself that this Christ is for all sinners, regardless of 

Abrahamic lineage, regardless of status. All sinners, with all their 

infirmities and weaknesses and illness and sins, we all may know the 
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Christ was born for you and for your salvation. That is a very Gentile-

ish and New Covenant proclamation, isn’t it? 

 And yet, as we dig into our text further, we ought recognize 

and cherish the beauty with which the Holy Spirit records the coming 

together of Old Covenant with New in this account. If we are to learn 

our doctrine correctly, we must be careful not to claim that “because 

the Christ came for the gentiles, too, he may be received by us 

gentiles in whatever “gentil-ish” way we desire to receive him, apart 

from any knowledge of or humility before God’s plans and promises 

and workings through the Old Covenant and into the New.” Rather, 

we gentiles ought humbly learn the workings of God in the Old 

Covenant, that we may be enlightened by the light of Christ to see 

the glory of God’s people Israel is a glory to be shared with and 

received by us in proper fashion as well. What do I mean by that? 

 Well, what does the text teach us about who the magi were 

worshipping? Every other Christmas account teaches us something 

about this Christ: the nativity account declares him to be the Savior; 

the account of the presentation declares him to be the long-awaited 

salvation prepared before the face of all people; the account of the 

child in the temple declares him to be true God and true Man. So 

what does this Christmas-for-the-Gentiles account teach us about 

the Christ?  

 It teaches us gentiles that he is the fulfillment of all God’s Old 

Covenant promises. After all, this is what makes him valuable to us 
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as the Christ, isn’t it? Apart from the Old Testament, there is no 

Savior for all the world! True, narrowly speaking, some may argue 

the Old Covenant is limited to Abraham’s line, but truly the first 

promises of that Old Covenant were the promises made for the 

whole world as God spoke to the Serpent: “I will put enmity between 

you and the woman, between your seed and her seed; he shall 

bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” There’s the defining 

promise, and everything in the Old Covenant was meant to keep the 

line of Abraham mindful of the fact that Abraham’s line was not 

special unto itself but only because God had promised to bring the 

seed of the woman from that line. Thus, the very promise of the 

Savior of the world requires us gentiles to learn from and benefit 

from the promises of the Old Covenant being fulfilled in this Christ. 

 It’s not coincidental, then, that in our text, the Holy Spirit 

teaches us that Jesus is prophet, priest, and king… which means 

everything to the Jews, but may mean very little to Gentiles, until we 

are trained to love the history and divine purposes of the supposedly 

Jewish Old Covenant.  Thus, we learn in our Sunday School classes 

and catechism classes that “prophet, priest, and king” are the three 

main offices of the Old Covenant… that any man chosen to 

temporally fill any of those offices had a high honor, for each of 

those offices carried out God’s will for a generation, but – far more 

importantly – pointed every generation forward to God’s promised 

fulfillment. And, to have all those offices fulfilled in one child… there 
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is a sure sign of the Old Covenant being met and fulfilled in the New, 

for the benefit of all the world on account of that first gospel 

promise. 

 Thus, the magi come from the East, following the star, and -

upon losing the star – once they enter the region of the Jews, the 

magi choose to head immediately to Jerusalem, for they expect this 

city of the Jewish throne will be the place where the king has been 

born. Do they not even confess him to fill this office of the Old 

Covenant when they ask, “Where is the one born king of the Jews?” 

Yet, such a question – though seeking royalty – also seems ironically 

prophetic, for that title will one day (with far more historic renown, 

and by the confession of another gentile) be hung over the head of 

the crucified: the king of the Jews.  

 And such prophetic words remind us that this Jesus also 

comes as fulfillment of the prophetic office, both as the one 

preaching and proclaiming, but also as the sign long promised by the 

prophets of old. Thus, in this very account and in the flight to and 

return from Egypt this occasion necessitates, there are four direct 

references to prophecies fulfilled – prophecies of Micah, Hosea, 

Jeremiah, and Isaiah. Indeed, the fulfillment of the office of Prophet 

is here. 

 But of course, it’s not just prophet and king that we gentiles 

must learn of and benefit from in this Christ child, it’s also the office 

of Priest. We gentiles must learn that God deals with man not as do 
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the mythological gods who only delight in conquering and subduing, 

or who require of you to complete a Herculean task or odyssey, that 

you might earn God’s favor or barter with him. No, the one true God 

deals with man by atoning for sins, by offering righteousness in the 

place of unrighteousness, by slaying a substitute upon his altar in the 

place of the sinner who would be condemned. Thus, we must learn 

of the Old Testament office that pointed to and taught that central 

role of and in God’s Temple. And where do we see that divine truth 

that this child of the New Covenant is fulfillment of the temple of the 

Old Covenant? We see it in this, that the wise men desired to 

proskyneo – to worship – him. After all, one does not worship an 

earthly king, even if one honors him. Nor does one worship a 

prophet, even if one heeds his proclamation. But one does worship 

God by depending upon the high priest of the temple to make 

intercession for him.  

 True, there are many and various places in the gospels in 

which this Greek word proksyneo is used regarding the worship of 

this Jesus, and most cases do not elicit thoughts of the High Priest, 

instead eliciting thoughts that Jesus is true God. But, here, in this 

setting and context, Matthew’s account and the Holy Spirit’s 

inspiration of it wants us to think of such things, as the text even 

details the gifts laid before Jesus and how they, too, confess him as 

fulfillment of the Old Covenant. For, gold belongs to kings who rule; 

and frankincense belongs to priests who offer up sacrifices and 
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prayers for the people; and myrrh – as one of the rich burial spices – 

belongs to Him who died to fulfill the prophets. 

 Now, it’s a textbook wisdom for us Gentiles to be aware of 

these things and connect the dots of Old and New Covenants. It’s the 

wisdom of faith for us to benefit from those connected dots. The 

Jews have a glorious past, to which they can truly and concretely 

point to God’s fulfilled promises to deliver them from Egypt unto a 

promised land and lead them by the hand through the wilderness 

and establish a lineage of blessing by the mark of circumcision. But 

the Gentiles have a glorious present and a glorious future, to which 

we can truly and concretely point to God’s fulfilled promises to 

deliver us from eternal bondage unto a promised heavenly 

homeland, all the while leading us by the hand, and feeding and 

sustaining us through the wilderness of this world, and establishing 

an adoptive lineage of blessing for us and our children through the 

divine mark of holy baptism… and doing it all through this flesh-and-

blood Christ the wisdom of faith adores. Yes, even before Jesus goes 

to the cross, the magi are granted the gift of faith to know he will do 

so. Even before he rises from the dead and ascends on high, they are 

granted the gift of faith to know their salvation in Him is certain… 

and that there’s nothing in all the world more advantageous, more 

worthy of the wise man’s study and confidence and hope, than this 

seed of the woman, born for all the world. 
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 Indeed, all the promises the children of Israel had as 

guarantee they were God’s people whom He loved, you gentiles 

have even more concretely in Christ Jesus and eternally in the 

everlasting Covenant. No matter how much distance you must come 

and terrain you must traverse, here you have the same Jesus – the 

fulfillment of all God’s promises – in the same flesh and blood in 

which he was once adored in the manger and worshipped in a 

humble house. Now in this humble, but holy house you have the 

same privilege to proskyneo (confidently beg for mercy) before him, 

to lay gifts before him that confess him to be our hope and joy and 

the fulfillment of all things… and you have privilege and God’s 

promise to benefit from him – to receive from him far greater gifts 

than we can ever lay before him… to receive from him forgiveness of 

sins, unity with God (when we were once such a distant and alien 

people, our sins having separated us from him), and – with that unity 

with God – his gifts to you of life and salvation.  

 Thanks be to God that we gentiles did not miss out on 

Christmas, but may rejoice that the everlasting truth of the Word 

made flesh – Christmas forever – is for us, too. 

  
  

In the Name of the Father 
And of the Son 

And of the Holy Spirit. 
+ AMEN + 
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