
[Title] 
Luke 2:40-52 

Second Sunday of Christmas 
January 2, 2022 

 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
Our text, our Gospel reading according to St Luke, beginning with 
these words (and ending with a very similar refrain), “The child grew 
and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was 
upon him.” 
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
 Christmas is not a star-lit moment, not even a 12-day season. 

Christmas is flesh-and-blood truth…”The Word became flesh”… a 

truth that is now forever. And yet, even the church calendar does 

have this season we call Christmas (and some of us may be especially 

glad for this season this year because we may feel like, on account of 

illness, we missed out on the ‘moment’!)… the church calendar has 

this season to focus us on the historical timeline in which that Word 

once did indeed become flesh. And, in this short little season, the 

Scripture’s entire focus of proving that historical truth is fixated on 

the Christ child in four basic accounts: from his birth, to his 

presentation in the temple (as we heard it last week), to his 

adoration by the wise men (in Matthew’s gospel, which we’ll gather 

to observe later this week), and – in this morning’s text – his 

reappearance in the temple as a twelve year old.  
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 Note how important it is to St Luke that the introduction to 

the Word become flesh be located in and joined to the temple. (We 

talked about this a bit in last week’s sermon, but the Scriptures are 

always hitting on recurring themes.) Two weeks ago, when many of 

you were ill, the few of us who gathered for Bible Study paused the 

study of 2 Timothy and focused on the Christmas accounts of 

Matthew and Luke. Matthew’s account is the quite earthy narrative 

of chaos and disarray – the wrestling of Joseph over whether he 

should divorce Mary, the rather mundane mention (in passing) that 

the child is born, the danger the child is in when Herod finds out, the 

sudden flight to Egypt.  

 But Luke’s gospel – not only is it the sentimentally preferred 

star-lit and angel-heralding record of Christmas night; it’s also the 

account that is constantly connecting the dots between this Christ 

and the temple… which we wouldn’t expect at all because Luke’s 

gospel is to the Gentiles! Why wouldn’t Matthew’s gospel to the 

Jews be the one focused on the Christ’s connection to the temple? 

After all, Matthew’s gospel is focused on the prophecies, and over 

and over again we hear of the various occurrences during the Christ 

child’s infancy that “This was to fulfill what was spoken by the 

prophets.” We know the Jews loved the prophets in a way that the 

Gentiles couldn’t have understood, but the Jews also loved the 

Temple in a way that Gentiles didn’t, so why is Luke’s gospel the one 

in which everything is rooted in the temple? – the gospel narrative 
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begins with the angel coming to Zechariah in the temple, then the 

infant Jesus being presented in the temple, then the 12-year old 

being found in the temple,  then Jesus setting his face to Jerusalem 

to fulfill all that was promised through the temple, then – at his 

ascension – Luke’s gospel concludes with the disciples returning to 

the temple to praise God’s name. So, why? What are we gentiles 

supposed to learn about this Christ and his Christmas, in view of the 

temple? 

 As we said last week, Jesus does not deliver the new 

covenant to us without coming to his holy house – he’s no high priest 

without an altar and temple and thus he bids us gather here to 

receive what he as Great High Priest freely serves. But today’s 

account is not really about that, is it? At least, not on the surface. 

Today’s account teaches us Gentiles a different “theme” regarding 

Jesus and the temple, and it does so quite well. For, in this morning’s 

account a particular theme of Christmas is subtly tucked into the text 

through the two focal points of the text, and if we unwrap those two 

main points, we will see what the Holy Spirit is teaching us of the 

child who is Christmas.  

 Of course, that requires us to rightly see the main points of 

the text. Well-intended but misapplied moralism would immediately 

jump to the third and fourth commandments – that Jesus is both 

rejoicing in God’s Word and honoring of his mother and Joseph… 

and, if we gentiles – especially those gentile children around us who 
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are adolescents and teenagers, want to keep the third and fourth 

commandments, we should “be like Jesus.” Well, okay, there’s some 

truth to such things (as there’s almost always some truth, a grain of 

truth to the misuse of God’s Word) but that’s not the point of the 

text. That’s not why Luke records this only account of Jesus’ 

adolescence. 

 Rather, what are the two points the account makes?… and 

makes repeatedly. The first is that Jesus is again to be found at the 

temple (and, in this case, at the temple during Passover, no less – 

Passover, the annual feast remembering God’s deliverance of his 

people through his sacrificial lamb, that lamb that is now annually 

sacrificed at the temple, to which all the faithful make pilgrimage). 

Yes, here at the temple, Jesus is to be found because the temple is 

God’s dwelling place with man. And that’s not only mentioned at the 

beginning of the text, but of course Mary and Joseph – when 

frantically searching for the child – after three days of searching, they 

find him at the temple. And, even that’s not the end of the focus on 

the temple, but rather it all culminates in Jesus equating himself with 

the temple: “Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” 

He asks his mother… though, when translated more directly from the 

Greek, one reads, “Did you not know that I must be about my 

Father’s things/business?” That’s what the temple was for, wasn’t it? 

Even in Gentile paganism, the gods are so often associated with 

temples and ritual worship. And, in Old Testament Truth, that’s what 
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the temple is for… Doing the business of God in his covenant with 

sinful man? And, now, here, this 12-year-old boy says, “No, that’s my 

job; that’s my purpose in coming. That’s why you, Mary and Joseph, 

could find me here. Doesn’t that just make sense that you would find 

me here?”  

 And, if Jesus – even at the age of 12 – takes over (if you will) 

the purpose of the temple in God’s covenantal dealing with man, 

isn’t that only so because this Jesus is true God. If the temple was 

God’s dealing with man, now Jesus… now, He is God dealing with 

man. That is a mystery for both Jew and Gentile alike to ponder. As 

they look for signs and seek after wisdom, here – in this boy in the 

temple – is God dealing with man. Here is true God.  

 That’s the first focal point – that point about God and the 

temple Gentiles can understand: the temple means we’re dwelling 

with God. Now, Jesus means we’re dwelling with God. But the 

second is like it. Like it not only in content, but also in the ‘delivery’ 

and ‘layout’ within the text. Do we not hear in the text – at 

beginning, middle, and end – the expectation and testimony that this 

Jesus was truly a child… a child who (the beginning of the text says) 

“grew and became strong”… a child who (the middle of the text says) 

could be seen as truly a child, so that he listened to the teachers of 

the temple, asked them questions as does any child taking in desired 

knowledge, and he was also answering and understanding in ways 

that amazed them … but amazed them specifically because they 
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recognized him as a true boy. And, this true boy and his childhood 

highlighted at the beginning and middle of the text… that childhood 

is likewise highlighted at the end of the text: “And he went down 

with them… and was submissive to them (as any child should learn to 

do)… and Jesus increased in wisdom,” the text concludes. In other 

words, with all the focus on him being a twelve-year-old boy and 

child, we have the testimony that he is indeed, true man.  

 Thus, for us Gentiles, the two themes of this text are: true 

God and true Man. Indeed, the two recurring themes of Christmas – 

not as a star-lit moment, or a season, but as a now and forever flesh-

and-blood truth – those two themes, intricately and mysteriously 

woven into one, are true God and true man, the great mystery of the 

incarnation, found as this divine child. True God, who has dominion 

over his holy Law, and true Man whose perfect delight is to keep that 

holy Law (whether in fourth commandment submission or in third 

commandment hearing and learning and holding sacred God’s 

Word).  

 Therefore, we ought read this text not as some introduction 

to a childhood example and blueprint of moral living, but as 

continued introduction to the Christ as true God, true Man – a 

doctrinal truth regarding the Messiah the children of Israel ought 

have known through the prophecies of old, but that we gentiles 

would have forgotten from the time it was abandoned in the 

teaching of the generations from Noah as they disregarded the truth 
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of the coming Messiah and handed down fake wisdom, disinterest in 

the Messiah, and pagan lies leading to condemnation. 

 But, if we are to understand this is the doctrinal truth of the 

text, we must ask, “What is the point?” What good is doctrinal truth 

if we do not learn why God would declare it so. In other words, what 

good is it to say, ‘The Christ is true God and true Man,’ if we do not 

know why that is so essential? If we do not learn the why, the fact of 

the matter tends to slide into irrelevance, and the Church slides into 

false belief and the corrupted philosophies of mankind. So, we must 

know the why of the divine mystery of the Christ Child: why true God 

and true Man? 

 Why true Man? Because, in a nutshell, we men are lost and 

condemned sinners. Our sins so condemn us, our sinful image as one 

from the line of Adam so condemns us, that there is nothing we can 

do to stand before the holy God and plead our case. So aware are we 

of our effort’s futility and our guilt before God, that we attempt to 

rewrite truth, to ignore the peril of condemnation, pretend that hell 

and God’s wrath are not real, or that – yes, they are real, and I want 

to get to heaven, and I can do so by my own moral improvement; 

and, once, that self-delusion is lived out to its dead end, rather than 

despair of ourselves, we convince ourselves that the things of 

eternity are themselves make believe and this life is all there is, and 

the Gospel of Jesus is merely “self-help for the religiously deceived.” 
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 What a mockery we have made, not only of the Gospel, but 

of the definition of Man. This is not true Man at all. And, thus, to 

restore the rightful definition of Man, faithful creature who adores 

and does the will of the Creator, to restore that the Christ must 

come as true Man… not as an example to help us improve our ability 

to restore ourselves, but as substitute to be the true Man you and I 

and all the sons of Adam cannot be. To be that true and holy Man 

that lives a holy life of perfect obedience before God… and, for the 

sake of his fallen brothers, He is true Man that He might die the 

sinner’s death. 

 But of course one man cannot die for other men. One man’s 

righteousness is only good for himself, not for another. And thus, the 

Christ must be more than mere man, He must be God, that you 

might have the certainty that His death atones for you. Indeed, 

pouring from his side is not just the blood of a righteous man, but it’s 

the blood of the God-Man, so that even one drop would’ve been a 

worthy ransom price for the sins of the whole world. You cannot 

despair, you cannot doubt, you cannot dwell in despondency, when 

God dies for you. For his blood is rich; His righteousness is pure and 

holy (quite literally, divine), and his sacrifice is perfectly sufficient.  

 Therefore, the entire Law and Gospel of your salvation rests 

in (is embodied in) the mystery of the incarnation: true God and true 

Man. And all of that mystery is flesh-and-blood in the Christ child, 

from the wonders of the virgin’s womb to the mildness of the 
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manger, to the dwelling place of the temple… and yes, even as He 

grows in favor and wisdom and goes to the cross to there accomplish 

and fulfill the business of His Father.  

In the Name of the Father 
And of the Son 

And of the Holy Spirit. 
+ AMEN + 

Rev. Mark C. Bestul 
Calvary Lutheran Church 
January 2, 2022 


