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Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
Our text, Jesus says, “When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide 
you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own authority, but 
whatever he hears he will speak.” 
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 

American Christians have long had difficulty understanding 

the work of the Holy Spirit. While the Holy Spirit Scripturally remains 

out of the limelight, Revivalist teaching has put him right into the 

spotlight… making him a character of immediate fiery outpouring, 

tongue-speaking, holy hand-waving, almost an ecstatic emotional 

capturing of the faithful… so that American Christians can be heard 

saying, “I felt the Holy Spirit,” or “the Holy Spirit put it on my heart” 

or “The Spirit moved me” – a veritable vivifier by means of virtuous 

voodoo! 

American Revivalists tend to focus so much on the power of 

the Holy Spirit that they tend to downplay the work of Christ, the 

sacrifice of Christ. And such wrong-headed focus on “God’s Spirit in 

me” rather than “God’s Christ for me” may cause a Lutheran to 

wonder, “Why preach Christ crucified at all if the Holy Spirit just has 

this power to make us Christians?” The answer is found right in our 

text, when Jesus says of the Holy Spirit, “He will not speak on his own 
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authority, but whatever he hears he will speak… He will take what is 

mine and declare it to you.” 

 Ah yes! That’s much more comfortable for us Lutherans, that 

the Holy Spirit would point to Jesus. And that’s true! For Christ laid 

down his life for your salvation! Accomplished your salvation! 

Secured your salvation! He has the keys to the kingdom! He takes 

and opens the scroll from the throne. He has his enemies put as a 

footstool under his feet! 

Nevertheless, Lutherans seeking to defend the Holy Spirit’s 

true role in the economy of the Triune God’s work for His creation 

and Church can sometimes mistakenly downplay the work of the 

Holy Spirit. We hear Him described with good Scriptural terms as 

“the Counselor,” “the Helper,” “the Comforter” but perhaps 

misinterpret that to be one who cheers our sadness with happy Bible 

thoughts… a spiritual psychiatrist or guru, a type of salesman, whose 

job really is to convince us, to cajole us, to coax us into trusting Jesus 

and His Gospel.  But the Spirit is not so feeble so as to have to sell us 

the Gospel! Do we forget so quickly that the risen Lord told his 

disciples He would pour out His Spirit upon them and they would 

receive power from on high? 

 Ought we not think of the Holy Spirit with the same 

authority, the same gravitas, as we think of the Son – just as the title 

“Son of God” should not be thought of with a lower case “s”, as if the 

Son is somehow less than the Father, neither should the title “Spirit 
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of God” be thought of with a lower case “s”, as if the Spirit is 

somehow less than the Father and the Son! As we say of the Son, 

“God of God… very God of very God… not made, but begotten of the 

Father before all worlds,” can we not say the same of the Holy Spirit: 

“God of God… very God of very God… not made, but proceeding 

from the Father and the Son from all eternity… who with the Father 

and the Son together is worshiped and glorified.” 

 And, if the Holy Spirit carries in his very essence and person 

the same divine power and authority as the Father and the Son, then 

is he not to be feared and revered? To think lightly of the Holy Spirit 

is to think lightly of an equal Person of the Holy Trinity. Does He not 

come with God’s power and might, just as we confess the Father’s  

anger toward sin and look for the Son to come with all authority to 

be the Judge? Equally, then, does Jesus not say the Holy Spirit comes 

to convict the world of sin, righteousness and judgment? – from our 

text: “When he comes, he will convict the world (notice, not merely 

convince the world… but convict it [ – to expose]!) concerning 

sin and righteousness and judgment: concerning sin, because they 

do not believe in me; (yes, there is what all sin ultimately flows from; 

a rejection of the Christ, me putting “Me” in Christ’s place)… 

concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father (yes, the Spirit 

convicts us that Jesus Christ is the righteous One; the only One 

worthy and pure and true, so that in resurrected glory He ascends to 

the Father as the righteous deserve), concerning judgment, because 
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the ruler of this world is judged (and, if this world’s ruler is crushed 

under foot, such is the same judgment for all who follow the lies of 

this world’s ruler).” 

Yes, Jesus warns us, prepares us, for the Holy Spirit to come 

with power. He is not to be trifled with. In fact, does He not make a 

display of Ananias and Sapphira of what it means to ignore and 

belittle and downplay the Holy Spirit, as they lied to Him over the 

generosity of their sacrifices of thanksgiving, and immediately their 

life was taken from them! And, just as He can make the living the 

dead, so also He can make the dead the living – do we not hear in 

graphic detail the vision of Ezekiel and how the Lord raises up from 

the valley of dry bones not only lifeless bodies of Israel, but the 

promise that – by the powerful Holy Spirit – a new Israel will be 

granted faith in the Messiah and, with it, the life eternal of that faith.  

And, what about when Jesus says of the importance of the 

Spirit that the one unpardonable sin is that sin against the Holy Spirit 

– namely, ignoring, belittling and downplaying his work of creating 

and sustaining faith through those potent and precious means of His 

holy work. Where the Spirit’s surgical work on your heart by His Holy 

Word is rejected, where His work in the divine Sacraments is resisted 

and reinterpreted and explained away, is there any forgiveness for 

such things or faith-sustaining apart from such things? For, the 

Scriptures say, “No one can call Jesus Lord except by the Holy Spirit.” 
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And thus, very truly, it is the Holy Spirit who – by working faith – is 

the Lord and Giver of Life. 

Truly, The Christian ought not take for granted the work of 

the Holy Spirit, be irreverent toward the Holy Spirit, but ought thank 

God that Jesus’ cross harnesses the fiery power of the Holy Spirit and 

narrows it into beneficial gift-giving…. “Repent and be baptized, and 

you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” That Holy Spirit who is 

poured out on all nations by God’s holy work, as a holy gift for things 

as powerful as the baptism of regeneration, as powerful as the 

forgiveness of sins, the giving of faith, the strengthening of faith unto 

life everlasting… Faith where there was unbelief, life where there 

was death, making Christians out of those who were enemies of 

God… a most powerful work, most gracious work of the Holy Spirit, 

so that he truly is the Lord and giver of life, not only for each 

individual soul but therefore for the whole body of believers – 

namely, the whole Church of God… His work is the creation of the 

Church of God, the birth of the Church of God, the life of the Church 

of God, even as we confess from our baptism, “I believe in the Holy 

Spirit, the holy Christian Church.” And that’s why this day is so 

glorious in its fiery red adornment: Pentecost is the “birth” of the 

New Testament Church as the gifts secured by Christ are now poured 

out upon God’s people, who sing the praises of the Holy Spirit:  

 
Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord,  
With all Your graces now outpoured  
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on each believer’s mind and heart;  
Your fervent love to them impart.  
Lord, by the brightness of Your light  
In holy faith Your Church unite;  
from ev’ry land and ev’ry tongue  
This to Your praise, O Lord, our God, be sung: Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 
How glorious is the life of the Church because of that quiet, but 

powerful work of the Holy Spirit. And that’s why Jesus is so eager, 

even on the night of his resurrection, indeed – in our text – even on 

the night of his betrayal – why he is so eager to comfort his disciples 

with the promise of the Spirit of Power from on high, the Spirit of 

Truth who will bring them into all truth… so eager is Jesus for this gift 

of the Holy Spirit! For in his sanctifying work there is the fullness of 

new testament gifts and promises.  

Though his work is hidden underneath bread and wine and in 

and with the water, is it any less powerful? Isn’t it all the more 

powerful that it can use such humble means for such extraordinary 

purposes and such divine gifts? And though it is tied to the preaching 

of sinful men, is it any less divine and pure? Does Jesus not even 

compare the preaching of His disciples to the preaching of the Holy 

Spirit, for they are one and the same preaching! – the Spirit at work 

through the spoken word. Jesus says, “When the Helper comes…, he 

will bear witness about me. And you also (Jesus says to the Eleven) 

will bear witness about me, because you have been with me from 

the beginning.” Indeed, the Spirit works through humble means, yet 

for powerful purposes. 
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And that brings us to today… for the Church is alive today the 

same way it was given life 2000 years ago, not by convincing the 

world through stellar divine debate skills, not by being liked by the 

world, but by the power of the Holy Spirit, even if mocked as the 

power of “new wine.” The recipe is the same: not whisps of fire upon 

the head and the speaking of foreign languages (both momentary 

signs used on that Day of Pentecost and a few other mini-Pentecosts 

in various regions as proof that the Gospel was going out to all 

nations). No, those are not the enduring marks of the work of the 

Holy Spirit. Rather, to what did Peter and the apostles point the 

Pentecost crowds? Where could the work of the Holy Spirit be 

found? Where could that Spirit be found pointing to Christ? Baptism, 

the doctrine, and the breaking of the bread.  

There, in Word and Sacrament – as early as Acts 2 – the Holy 

Spirit was bringing to our remembrance all that Christ had given us… 

and by so doing, was creating and sustaining faith in the divine and 

eternal promises of our crucified, risen, and ascended Lord.  

And those promises are no less true today, the Spirit’s work 

no less powerful upon those young ones among us who a little more 

than a decade ago were baptized into Christ’s name by that Holy 

Spirit… throughout that decade have been taught Christ’s doctrine 

by that Holy Spirit… and today are welcomed to the Lord’s Table 

where that same Holy Spirit tirelessly instructs faith: “Look here, 

Christ’s body and blood; it’s for you for the forgiveness of sins. Take 
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and eat it; take and drink it. This is done in Christ’s remembrance, 

just as I – the Spirit of Truth – have been given you to do… to bring 

you into and keep you in all truth and remembrance of all Christ has 

done for you and gives you.” 

And that means, you never have to fear the certainty of your 

salvation. Your confirmation is not a day in which you make vows 

regarding your own righteousness and trustworthiness. You are not 

kept in the faith by your own abilities, reason, or methods. You are 

safeguarded and defended by the power of the Holy Spirit.  

Thus, as He wields that power through humble means, as the 

Father has given him to do to thus give you Christ, come running and 

remain where he has now brought you… to the life of the font, the 

foot of the pulpit, and even to a seat at the Lord’s Heavenly Banquet. 

By these precious gifts, you may cheerfully and gladly live all your 

days confessing, “I, by my own reason or strength, cannot believe in 

Jesus Christ my Lord or come to him; but the Holy Spirit has called 

me by the gospel, enlightened me with his gifts, sanctified and kept 

me in the true faith. In the same way, He calls, gathers, enlightens 

and sanctifies the whole Christian Church on earth and keeps her 

with Jesus Christ in the one true faith.” 

In the Name of the Father 
And of the Son 

And of the Holy Spirit. 
+ AMEN + 

Rev. Mark C. Bestul 
Calvary Lutheran Church 
May 23, 2021 


