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Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
Our text, the Gospel Reading including these words, “And [Jesus] 
asked them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’ Peter answered him, 
‘You are the Christ.’” 
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
 We said last week that the Sundays in Lent are to keep our 

eyes fixed on Christ Jesus, not necessarily to turn inwardly and focus 

on the “Christian’s ability to follow Christ Jesus.” That’s an important 

reminder in today’s text in which the last theme of the text is about 

taking up our cross to follow Jesus. Much ink may be spilled on what 

that taking up of your cross means ‘for you,’ but it is wasted if it 

moves you to turn inward rather than keeping your eyes fixed on 

Jesus. Instead, we do well to ask the question, “If it’s going to require 

one to deny himself and take up his cross in order to follow Jesus, 

what does that say about Jesus? … about where he is going or how 

he will be received?” 

 Isn’t that really the question of our text: “What do the people 

think of Jesus?” Or, as he begins our text: “Who do people say that I 

am?” And, the disciples’ answer shows they knew what the social 

views regarding Jesus were: “John the Baptist; others say, Elijah, and 

others still, one of the prophets.” Notice, the disciples had their ear 
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to the ground; they knew what was being said around them about 

this Jesus. They weren’t isolationists who shrugged and said, “Gee, 

Jesus, we ignore the world out there and just have our own little 

bubble. We don’t know what the world says.” Neither should 

Christians seek to live in a bubble. How can one know what the 

world needs to hear of the confession of Christ if we don’t know or 

care (or if we isolate ourselves completely from) what the world 

thinks of Him? 

 But there’s a big difference between being aware of the 

world’s misconceptions, doing our homework to be prepared to 

respond to the world’s objections about Christ and his doctrine… 

there’s a big difference between that and holding our finger to the 

wind to jump on board with whatever the world says about Jesus. 

And, to make sure that the disciples only have their ear to the 

ground and don’t also have a finger to the wind, Jesus follows up 

with them: “But who do you say that I am?” 

 That’s a telling question. By it, our Lord implicitly 

acknowledges that our view of Him may be very easily influenced by 

the world. We like to think we begin our ‘following of Jesus’ with 

certain confidence in the Small Catechism we recently finished 

studying in confirmation and we say, “I know Jesus is the Christ of 

God.” But, then our peers or secular friends (or even Christian 

friends who try to live the secular life), suddenly their views start to 

influence ours because – after all – who doesn’t want to fit in and be 
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liked by others? Who wants to have to choose between Christ and 

friends, or Christ and boyfriend or girlfriend, or even Christ and 

family member? And, before too long, we’re not quite as sure about 

this Jesus: “Well, I know Jesus is the Christ, but I’m not so sure any 

more what his role is in daily life. Maybe, I can live like my friends in 

‘fact’ and still believe Jesus is the Christ ‘in theory’… after all, 

theology is really a textbook study anyway.”  

 “But who do you say that I am?” Jesus asks. “Well,” we sort 

of hesitate as we try to compute the ramifications of drawing that 

line in the sand, “Well, I know what I think; I just want to be 

considerate of others’ views of you, Jesus.” Have we reverted to “my 

truth” to not have to actually have to claim the historic exclusivity of 

Jesus? Maybe, if I walk a fine line, I can signal to my friends and 

peers that their denial of his divinity is an equally valid response to 

this question. 

 “Who do you say that I am?” Suddenly, Peter, who we always 

like to make fun of for sticking his foot in his mouth, suddenly his 

bold confession puts us to shame: “You are the Christ!” he answers 

without equivocation. And, though Mark’s gospel doesn’t record it 

(another gospel does), Jesus says, “Blessed are you Simon, for this 

has been revealed to you not by men, but by God.” Consider the 

comfort Peter must have had in hearing that: his confession could 

only have come from God pouring it into his heart, that he might 

speak it with his mouth. And, if God is so willing to grant him such a 
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confession, certainly it means God had been so mindful of him and 

was with him.  

Do we forget that when it is time for us to follow Christ and 

live in the confession of the faith? That the faith we confess before 

men is a faith given and revealed by God above, a confession 

equipped and strengthened by God above. As such, we can and 

should have every boldness in confessing it, for it is a confession of 

divine and eternal truth, no matter what the world thinks of it. 

And yet, because the world so influences us poor sinners, 

and because we allow our confession of Jesus to be altered by our 

looking inward and wondering what it will mean for me if I don’t 

confess as the world wants me to confess… therefore, even our 

confession of Jesus as the Christ is not immune from the world’s 

pressures or false expectations, to the point that Jesus must 

immediately begin to teach what the confession “You are the Christ” 

is truly all about! Notice that in our text: Jesus receives Peter’s 

confession then, the text says, “he began to teach them that the Son 

of Man must suffer many things and be rejected… and killed, and 

after three days rise again.” In short, he says, “Great! You rightly 

confess I am the Christ. Now let me teach you what that means: it 

means God has sent Me to redeem the world, and the leaders of the 

world hate me for it – and here’s how you will see that all play out… 

look for the rejection, the suffering, the death, and the resurrection. 
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When you see these things, you will recall: this is exactly what the 

Christ is all about, just as God has promised from Eden.” 

Suddenly, Peter doesn’t so much like this Christ, and he 

rebukes Jesus with all the strength man can muster to chastise God 

for sending a Christ that just doesn’t meet our expectations: maybe 

this is too humiliating a path for God’s Christ; maybe it’s too lonely a 

path for the Christ’s followers. Whatever the reason, if this is the 

Christ God promises, Peter will have none of it. And, now, he’s back 

to his old self representing us sinners… we who are so quick to 

acknowledge Jesus is the Christ, but just don’t want him to be the 

Christ in a way that will make life for us unpleasant or that he himself 

would not be terribly attractive to the world’s expectations of the 

Christ.  

But, just as Peter rebukes this Christ with all the disgust man 

can muster, Jesus turns and rebukes Peter with all the disgust the 

God-man need muster: “Get behind me, Satan! For you are not 

setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.” 

And there, Jesus has pegged the problem: Peter’s view of the 

Christ had been defined by his turning inward to the imaginations of 

his own heart (or society’s heart) rather than by his turning ‘upward’ 

(if you will) to the promises and plans of God’s heart. 

And this is your problem, as well, isn’t it? It’s so easy to say, 

“Jesus is the Christ.” But, when we turn inward and ask how the 

confession will affect me, we begin to downplay or redefine what 
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that confession actually means to and (especially) for us. When we 

fear that the men of the world will ostracize me, we forget that the 

confession isn’t really about me, it’s a confession of the truth of who 

Jesus is. Yes, we can lie about that truth to save our own standing in 

the world; but why would we be so prideful to think our confession 

of Jesus is really about what the world thinks of me? You know as 

well as I do that the moment you renounce Christ, the world will love 

and accept you. It doesn’t hate you; it hates Christ. It’s always been 

that way and will always be that way. And, as Jesus says in our text, 

because it’s about the world’s hatred of Christ, to follow Christ 

means to be hated by the world. To follow Christ is to be crucified by 

the world. – that will never change. 

Sure, I could deny Christ and thereby seek to save myself 

before the world by living a lie. Or, I could live in truth, confess Jesus 

to be who He truly is and be willing to give up on the lies of the 

world. And, now we see clearly – this isn’t about me vs. the world; 

this is Christ vs. the world… this is truth vs. lies… and there is no 

middle ground.  

Thus, even though you know how the world will respond, you 

must be honest with yourself and confess Jesus for who He truly is: 

friends, this Jesus is the Christ… this Jesus is the historic God-man 

promised from Eden and finally entered into human history. Think 

about how central this Jesus is for all of history. That, no matter what 

far corner of the earth and no matter what generation of history, 
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every person and every civilization and every culture that has ever 

existed has existed under the umbrella of divine truth that a Messiah 

was coming… as God himself tells Abram in our Old Testament 

reading that he would become the father of nations… nations who 

come to faith in Jesus; and Sarah shall become nations, the fruit of 

her womb including not just kings of peoples, but eventually the King 

of all peoples.  

Whether they recognize it or not, every soul that has ever 

been conceived has lived every second of life with their eternity 

totally dependent upon the coming of this Christ… 

… and, blessed are you, you know who this Christ is. And you 

know what this Christ accomplished. And you know how Christ has 

promised to benefit you with the inheritance of his completed 

mission of salvation… Blessed are you, for you (like Peter) have been 

granted by God to know the Christ whom He has sent… the Christ 

whom all of history is about and hangs on; the Christ who not only 

entered history, but fulfilled it and all of its prophecies and longings 

by going to the cross and suffering many things and being rejected 

and killed, and after three days rising again. 

 … which means, being attached to Him is worth more than 

‘past and present and future’ and life itself: “Everything is loss 

compared to the surpassing worth of knowing my Lord Jesus Christ 

and being found in Him,” St Paul says. For what can possibly 

compare? What does it profit a man to gain the whole world and 
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have to give up eternal salvation to do so? What can a man give to 

replace this Christ and still gain this salvation? Where is there any 

benefit in being ashamed of Christ (no matter what the world thinks 

of him) when (no matter what the world thinks of you) you cannot 

gain your own salvation? And since neither you nor anyone else but 

Christ can gain you your salvation, then clinging to Jesus at all costs is 

the only way to have confidence on that day He coms again with his 

holy angels. 

 Recall the occasion in which the crowds gave up on Jesus 

when he began to speak of the divine benefit of eating his flesh and 

drinking his blood. And the crowds said, “This is too hard a saying, 

who can believe it?” And they left Jesus, went their own way, and 

blindly sought God’s Christ in some different form that better fit 

their imagination. And Jesus turned to his closest followers, “Will you 

leave me, too?” Peter responded, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You 

have the words of eternal life.” Yes, Christ alone has the keys to 

heaven, the words that lead to eternity. He alone can teach you not 

only the truth of this fallen world, but also the saving plan of 

redemption from this fallen world – even if that plan seems folly to 

the world, He knows it is the power and wisdom of God. And not just 

teach you the saving plan, but effect it by his death and bestow it 

upon you with the Word of his forgiveness and the Sacraments of 

new life and sustenance. So, what can you gain by denying truth, 

denying Him, and clinging to the world and its lies? – A longer earthly 
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life? Not worth it. Fame, friends, reputation? – not worth it. 

Successes, riches, and comfortable living as long as you confess 

falsehood? – not worth it. 

 For example, I heard word this past week that one of our 

younger members was applying to transfer positions within the same 

corporation and was asked on the job application whether she was 

an “ally” of the LGBTQ movement. (If you’re unaware of the lingo, 

the term “ally” is a code word in our new soft totalitarianism that 

means you will promote that agenda in the workplace and daily life. 

If you do, because you’re an “ally”, you are loved by the world; if you 

don’t, because you believe the truth regarding the fallen world and 

the Christ who God sent as the redeemer of our Fallen state, then 

you accused of bigotry and are hated by the world).  

Had she signed in the affirmative, I suppose the young 

member could have had all the promises of temporal wealth and 

success and reputation that corporation could have offered her. But, 

signing in the negative and confessing our fallen state and our need 

for the Messiah, she retains nothing short of Christ himself and all 

the promises of eternal life he has not only made, but kept… not only 

announced, but purchased and sealed and laid down his life to 

secure for her. 

 Thus, take up your cross and follow Jesus, for the spiritual 

warfare of daily life is really about the world’s hatred of him… don’t 

be self-absorbed to think the world really is fighting over you. The 
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world will be your “ally” as soon as you are willing to sell your soul 

and be used as its “ally.” But then you will have given up on and lost 

Christ, who will be ashamed of you before the Father because you 

were ashamed of him before men.  

 But, in Jesus, you have nothing short of eternal life… not as a 

dream or a wish or your own inward version of truth… but as a 

certain inheritance as objectively promised from the foundation of 

the world and concretely etched into the annals of history by the 

blood of Jesus, that you may forever confess your own benefit in 

confessing this Jesus is the Christ… or as St John says it, “that you 

may believe that Jesus is the Christ …and by believing, may have life 

in his name.”  

 
 

In the Name of the Father 
And of the Son 

And of the Holy Spirit. 
+ AMEN + 

 
 
Rev. Mark C. Bestul 
Calvary Lutheran Church 
February 28, 2021 


