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Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
Our text, Jesus explains a second parable about the sowing of seed, 
concluding, “Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the 
kingdom of their Father.” 
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
 When Jesus begins his parable by saying, “The kingdom of 

heaven may be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his 

field,” we tend to define the whole image of the field as a picture of 

the Church – that within the field of the Church is sown both good 

seed and bad seed, with faithful and unfaithful in the pews, so that 

both wheat and tares arise. While such a dual sowing is true within 

the life of the church, it is not the meaning of this parable. For Jesus 

himself gives the meaning, when he says, “The field is the world.” 

Yes, Jesus’ parable is a picture of daily life in the whole world. 

 Thus, we ought not understand our text to be a picture of 

discord within the Church (though, sadly, that happens because the 

Church – though not of the world, is in the world). Instead, we ought 

understand our text to be a picture of all of life in this world and 

that, in this fallen world, the kingdom of heaven (God acting 

graciously and redemptively in Christ – otherwise known as “the 

Church”) is always wrestling against and in competition with the 
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work of the devil and all the wickedness and discord he sows 

throughout the world. In short, this parable teaches us that theology 

is for daily life, isn’t it? 

 But, if this is truly a wider picture of the whole world, then 

we must admit to a sobering reality of Jesus’ own explanation. And 

that sobering reality is this: there is sown the good things of the 

kingdom of heaven, and there is sown the work of the devil. No 

middle ground. No neutral zone. No “well-intended, so don’t judge” 

or “spiritually neutral, neither for or against the things of God.”  

How often we explain things away as neither good, nor bad, 

neither helpful nor harmful to faith, but just sort of “out there” as if 

neutral to the life of faith. Because we make faith a matter of the 

heart/mind only, we tend to assume things “out there” won’t affect 

what’s “in here.” We think the term “worldly” or “secular” means 

“neutral” or “having nothing to do with things spiritual” or “having 

no effect on faith.” But Jesus’ parable says just the opposite: he says, 

the Son of Man sows good seed – the children of the kingdom, and 

the devil sows bad seed – the sons of the evil one and children of 

darkness. No matter how well-intended, ingenious, skilled, and smart 

are the social contributions of the children of darkness, such 

contributions are not heavenly; nor does it make them spiritually 

“neutral.” There simply are those – Jesus says elsewhere – who are 

for us and those who are against us. More correctly, there are those 

who trust God’s promises and live according to His holy will; and 
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there are those who reject God’s promises and live according to the 

darkness. And those competing seeds clash as they grow and mature 

and, if we forget that Christ knows how to care for his Church, we 

will become panicked in our worry that the weeds will overcome the 

wheat.  

This is hard for us to believe because we tend to think that to 

be “evil” is to have “malicious intent in the heart.” We reserve the 

term for people like Hitler and Bin Laden and Mao. But, are we not 

learning in our society that human philosophy always trends toward 

evil, with the result that our society – having given up on the Ten 

Commandments long ago – now lives by the subjective moral 

compass of the “loudest”? And, though it still seems a decent chance 

that the majority will vote the way you think is helpful for America’s 

future, does that majority show any concern or interest as to 

whether that helpful future has anything to do with God’s holy will 

or his gracious promises? And, is it really a stretch to now say our 

society seems to be bringing to the surface its love of darkness – as 

those who fought for the rights of their fellow man (Washington, 

Lincoln, Grant) have their statues torn down while icons of 

totalitarianism (names like Lenin and Marx) have statues erected and 

worldviews defended in our cities? 

Is that merely a political choice, so that the Church ought 

turn its attention away and say, “Oh well, that’s just politics. Let’s 

talk about churchy things”? Or, do we understand that Marxism and 
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Communism as social views are doctrinally atheistic, threaten the 

central goodness of the family, deny God’s handiwork in creation 

and His objective Truth, and see the government as a god and 

demand that god be obeyed and worshipped, so that the Church 

that worships Christ must be silenced? 

Or, what of social unrest that not only concedes the 

possibility of bad individuals within a police force, but categorically 

rejects entire institutions that God has given to bear the sword and 

protect citizenry? Is such social unrest merely “political” and 

“without any spiritual depth,” so that the Church ought have no 

opinion nor care that social demonstrations are redefining worship 

customs for their own cause, or is it evidence of the truth of Jesus’ 

parable, that the world is filled with the sowing of the devil’s seed? 

And, we could go on and on with examples of what have 

been dubbed “political” matters or “secular” matters that, in truth, is 

the fruit of those who love darkness and the weeds that threaten the 

life of the Church:  

• the indoctrination of wayward human philosophy and 
increasingly liberal Scriptural interpretation,  

• the new notion that hard work, a traditional family, and judging a 
man by his character is not Christian love, but “systemic racism” 

• the advancement of abortion and euthanasia as “quality of life” 
matters rather than 5th commandment matters, 

• the LGBTQ agenda against God’s plans for the family,  

• the magisterial use of science to say all of life can and must stop 
– and worship is dangerous and must cease – until vaccines are 
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found and man can claim to have control over death in a fallen 
world.  

 
All of these are matters of spiritual darkness… ideas advanced by 

children of darkness (in other words, people who – no matter how 

well-intended – do not believe God’s holy will or his gracious 

promises in Christ Jesus)… ideas that seek to undermine God’s holy 

will and precious promises in Christ Jesus… and these supposedly 

“spiritually neutral” ideas can all intertwine themselves among the 

children of the kingdom and threaten the faithful’s safety in the 

Church and Christ’s gospel. 

 Thus, we ought repent of our sloth and indifference toward 

how life in a fallen world may affect us as Christians and our faith in 

God’s promises in Christ Jesus and in his holy will.  We ought repent 

of it, renew our caution toward it, and thank God that this is exactly 

what Christ has saved us from and called the Church out of 

(ekklesia)! Indeed, Christ went to the cross and redeemed us from 

our bondage to the devil and the guilt and condemnation due our 

sinful flesh, but he also redeemed us from and safeguards us from 

the world. Isn’t that how Luther speaks of the wrestling of the 

Christian faith? – that it wrestles against, “the devil, the world, and 

our sinful flesh”, which (Luther says), “do not want us to hallow 

God’s name or let his kingdom come.”  

 Yes, Jesus sows the seeds of the kingdom (as we heard last 

week)… He sows them generously and abundantly. Within our own 
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hearts, the devil quickly snatches faith away; or, the cares of the 

world snuff faith out; or fears of persecution and tribulation give 

faith no root (that’s what can happen within us, as the precious 

Gospel is sown among us). But, there’s also that which is happening 

outside of us, in the world.  To pray “Thy kingdom come” is not 

prayer for an earthly kingdom, but that doesn’t mean that the faith 

of His Church is unaffected by the world “out there.” And that’s 

today’s text. Yes, how much discord and strife and darkness is spread 

all over the world, so that most people of each generation do not live 

with fear, love and trust in God, but with a heart that does not 

hallow God’s name nor desire to have his kingdom come. 

 Thus, we ought repent of that malaise that has long 

convinced itself the Church and the world can peacefully co-exist. 

And, we ought rejoice that, though hated by the world, Christ 

achieved and secured our salvation. And, we ought weigh carefully 

the truth that you are either followers of Christ, or you are followers 

of the world, but you cannot have one foot in one camp and one foot 

in the other. You are with Christ, or you are with the world. 

 However, that should not lead us to believe that Christ 

intends for us to live outside of the world. He even prays in his High 

Priestly Prayer,  

 
“I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am 
coming to you. Holy Father, keep them in your name… I have 
given them your word, and the world has hated them because 
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they are not of the world. I do not ask that you take them out of 
the world, but that you keep them from the evil one.”  

 
Jesus’ plans do leave us in the world, which also means we will have 

our roots intertwined and entangled with those of the world and 

those “sons of the evil one.” 

This, Jesus allows out of his great compassion for us and his 

patience and gentleness in bringing us home. For – as the parable 

implies – what would it do to our faith if he would try to forcibly 

remove all the weeds from us? Would he not uproot us as well? Put 

some imagery on that theory: If, tomorrow, Christ took away from 

your life every extended family member and friend who is not 

Christian, would it help your faith? No! It would traumatize you, 

traumatize your roots of faith, and – under the tribulation and 

trauma – you would go into shock and the faith would die. 

While the devil sows the unfaithful among you that you 

might perish, Jesus allows them among you that you might not 

perish. Just as the world has not imploded on itself only because of 

Christ’s love for the Church, so also only for the safety of the Church 

has Christ not acted with such swift judgment against the world.  

But, the day will come, won’t it? Have you ever noticed – not 

only in this parable, but in many others – how fixed is Jesus’ 

attention on the coming harvest! He calls us to be alert and ready for 

it, because it is coming. And when it does come, there will be great 

weeping and gnashing of teeth among the sons of evil because – 
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though they had abundant seeds of the gospel sown among them 

and within earshot and were entangled with and intertwined with 

sons of the kingdom, they refused to listen and benefit. But, just as 

theirs will be great weeping and gnashing of teeth as they miss out 

on the kingdom and are thrown into the fiery furnace unto 

everlasting pain and condemnation, such will not be the defining 

scene of glory on that final day. 

No, Jesus anticipates the peaceful beauty of a Church no 

longer battered and beaten and bruised by a fallen world. Jesus 

anticipates a harvest no longer mixed with weeds and tares. Jesus 

anticipates that glorious field of wheat glowing in the setting sun – 

“then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of the 

Father” – he says… that glowing sun-set imagery of the field, not a 

setting sun that gives way to the darkness of night, but a sun-setting 

that gives way to the silent, swift work of angelic reapers, the 

immediate dawn of the new creation, the everlasting day, the glory 

of the faithful – the bountiful harvest that brings satisfaction to 

all the work Christ has done and the diligent toil he has endured and 

the blood he has shed. It’s all worth it, for that glorious harvest day 

that gathers the wheat into the barn will bring us all to the never-

ending feast of victory.  

 Indeed, you, me, all the faithful of the Church, indeed the 

creation itself (St Paul says in the epistle reading: “the creation itself 

will be set free from its bondage to decay and obtain the freedom of 
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the glory of the children of God”)… the creation itself confesses with 

the whole Church in heaven and on earth its eagerness for the day of 

the harvest, the close of this age … when the Church and the 

creation long subjected to the Fall will be free from those who, as 

children of the fall and sons of the evil one, tried to set their own 

course and wisdom and theology for this world. But their course is 

wrong, their wisdom foolishness, their theology idolatry, and those 

who sought to live apart from Christ will die apart from him.  

 But those who were baptized into His name and adopted as 

sons, those who have suffered and died with him, those who - having 

the firstfruits of the Spirit - have groaned inwardly while awaiting the 

full deliverance of our baptismal adoption, the resurrection of the 

body – we will know life with Him. We will know eternal life with 

Christ. 

 Thus, we hide ourselves in Christ, pleading with our introit, 

“O God, insolent men have risen up against me; a band of ruthless 

men seek my life, and they do not set you before them.” And, as we 

hide in Christ, we also take up his yoke and learn from him, “Teach 

me your way, O Lord, that I may walk in your truth; unite my heart to 

fear your name.” And as we learn from him, we delight in Him and in 

our cross-won salvation borne by Him: “Great is your steadfast love 

toward me, you have delivered my soul from the depths of Sheol.” 

 That’s what is truly at stake, friends, isn’t it? There are those 

who rejoice in the gracious sowing of the Lord Most High. And there 
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are those who revel in the sowing of discord by the evil one. And 

there is no middle ground. As our collect prays, may we be “ever 

mindful of Your final judgment [O God, that] we may be stirred up to 

holiness of living here and dwell with You in perfect joy hereafter.” 

 Amen. Amen. It is so, for Christ is faithful, and “the Son of 

Man will send his angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom all 

causes of sin and all law-breakers, and throw them into the fiery 

furnace… Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of 

their Father.” 

 
In the Name of the Father 

And of the Son 
And of the Holy Spirit. 

+ AMEN + 
 
 
Rev. Mark C. Bestul 
Calvary Lutheran Church 
July 19, 2020 


