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Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
Our text, those famous words of Christ, both “I have you, Father, 
Lord of heaven and earth, that you have hidden these things from 
the wise and understanding and revealed them to little children” 
and, later, “Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest.” 
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 

At the very end of last week’s text, we heard Jesus say, 

“Whoever gives one of these littles ones even a cup of cold water 

because that little one is a disciple… will by no means lose his 

reward.” Notice, that the phrases “little one” and “disciple” are 

synonymous. 

 Fast forward into a new conversation nearly a chapter later, 

and we hear Jesus similarly say, “I thank you, Father… that you have 

hidden these things from the wise and understanding and revealed 

them to little children.” And considering that the surrounding context 

nowhere even mentions young humans of small stature, we can 

safely see that “little children” here refers not just to young ones, 

but to the simple and trusting in faith. What better way to picture 

those who rejoice in learning the wisdom of God than “little ones 

who sit at the feet of Jesus.” 
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 Indeed, when we consider that image, we might even 

consider similar images of Sunday School… and, when those children 

are young enough to just be in the beginning days of Sunday School, 

it seems every question is tailored to have the same answer, to make 

difficult topics as easy as possible to grasp: “Children, difficult topic 

#1: What’s the answer?” – “Jesus!” they can safely and boldly say. 

“Difficult topic #2: What’s the answer?” – “Jesus!” they can respond 

with growing confidence. 

 Where in life do we forget or set aside that simple certainty 

of faith? Is it confirmation – where we think we have “graduated 

from such juvenile things to now ponder greater truths”? But, is 

there a greater truth to ponder than the certain comfort that the 

answer to life’s every trouble and every problem and every 

perplexing situation is ultimately “Jesus”?  

 How much comfort there can be – and not misguided, 

baseless, comfort, but true and proper comfort – in simplifying 

everything back to that great truth that all theology is Christology or, 

more simply, the answer always seems to be Jesus.  

 A pandemic hits and all the wise and understanding tell us, 

“Fatality rates are 5%, and 2.2 million Americans will die. And, 

surface-touching will kill you, and masks aren’t helpful, and church is 

dangerous, and you need to listen to science to get you through 

this.” Then, a few months later, those same wise and understanding 

tell us, “Never mind… fatality rates are less than .5%, and maybe a 
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few hundred thousand will die. And surface touching won’t kill you, 

and masks are helpful, and – even though we’ve completely reversed 

everything we’ve told you – church is still dangerous and science still 

has all the answers!”  

 And against all that noise, we may recall that the Lenten 

gradual we were singing when all this started was “Come, let us fix 

our eyes on Jesus…” 

 How the things of God have been revealed to the simplicity 

of faith (by that, not a faith that is mere whimsy and pie-in-the-sky 

fancy… rather, a faith that simply and boldly asserts that the Christ 

who entered human history and was named “Jesus, for he would 

save his people from their sins” is reliable and trustworthy for all of 

life). Yes, in Jesus, how those things of God have been revealed to 

the simplicity of faith and been hidden to those who are so proud of 

their own wisdom. St. Paul – who lived in that proud wisdom before 

being humbled on the road to Damascus and being brought to the 

joy of the simple faith – he explained it this way to the wisdom-

loving Corinthians:  

 
“The word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us 
who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, “I will 
destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the 
discerning I will thwart.” Where is the one who is wise? Where is 
the.. debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of 
the world?... God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the 
wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong.” 
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Indeed, that’s so often how it goes, not only in pandemic times when 

man is trying to prove his ability to subdue this fallen world, but even 

in much less “newsworthy” or “worldwide” times. In all of life’s 

situations, we work ourselves into a frenzy thinking we are in 

control, only to be humbled and quieted to be reminded of that 

Sunday School answer: “Jesus. The answer still lies with Jesus.” 

 Today, we rejoice in again gathering to study the Word 

together, and our class entitled “Marriage is for sinners” begins. Is 

the estate of marriage not a perfect example of how much we forget 

to keep our eyes fixed on Christ Jesus. Everyone has all the worldly 

philosophies and marriage professionals and self-help ideas to run to 

because marriage is “so hard,” but – if we are humbled and quieted 

and calmed a bit – we realize the answer still lies with Jesus, the 

perfect groom who laid down his life to claim as his own and make 

for himself a holy bride. And, in the simplicity of living in faith of that 

– a faith that then acts according to that hope in the One who loves 

so perfectly and teaches us to love in repentance and forgiveness 

and longsuffering and patience – and, in the simplicity of that, we 

suddenly realize marriage God’s way need not be so hard at all. 

 And, it’s not just marriage, but certainly all sorts of 

relationships – “autonomous zones” versus government, black lives 

supposedly ‘versus’ all lives, father versus son and mother versus 

daughter… in all and each of those situations, the answer is quite 

simple: if we’d simply remember that our crucified and risen Lord 
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has been given all authority, that to Jesus by the Father has been 

handed  over all things… if we’d simply remember that Jesus and the 

Father are one and “no one knows the Father except the Son”, then 

how simple it would be to live a quiet and peacable life of faith in 

him and fervent love toward one another.  

 In fact, key to that peaceful life that we all seek is faith… faith 

not that hopes in and delights in its own holiness or strength or 

supposed Christian ability to carry the day. No, St Paul expresses well 

in our epistle reading that – even among the faithful – if we look at 

ourselves too long, we see what civil war rages in our own body, so 

that we are left to ask “Who will save me from this wretched man 

that I am!” Looking inwardly is not the focus of faith.  

 Rather, the simplicity of faith keeps eyes and ears and 

confidence fixed on Jesus, the author and perfector of our faith. In 

fact, did you notice that in our text… that Jesus even says that faith 

itself, with all that serene and divine knowledge, comes from Jesus 

himself: “No one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to 

whom the Son chooses to reveal Him.” Notice that? Faith isn’t yours 

to do with as you please… to claim Jesus as your own or, in favor of 

your own path, put that faith in your back pocket and save it for later 

when you’ve tried all your preferred self-help methods of salvation! 

 How many Christians there are who believe that faith 

chooses Jesus rather than Jesus choosing you. And, as such, their 

entire lives are like hamsters on the spinning wheel of piety, running 
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and laboring as hard as they can, wondering why – no matter how 

hard they run – their lives are in tatters, their relationships are in 

tatters, and thus their own view of themselves is in tatters. How 

embarrassing it is to look at ourselves when we must admit that we 

are no better off than that “wretched man that I am” by whom St 

Paul was repulsed! And exhausted by all our effort at self-

improvement, exhausted by our running and sprinting towards self-

righteousness, exhausted by our constant pursuit for worldly wisdom 

to give me answers, in that exhaustion one of two responses 

happens: the proud defiantly justify their failing and their exhaustion 

leading to despair; or the humbled (humbled by God’s Law) only then 

– only in that exhaustion – may rightly hear what Jesus freely reveals 

to us:  

 

“Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest.” 
 

There it is! After all our pride has brought us to ruins, there’s the rest 

and comfort we’ve long sought. How simple was the answer: “Jesus.” 

Be not deceived; nowhere does Jesus imply that just pulling 

the name out and saying it every now and then is true peace and 

rest. Rather, he says, “Take my yoke upon you and learn from me.” 

Isn’t that what we teach our children from the youngest of ages: 

“Learn from Jesus; sit at the feet of Jesus. Depend on Jesus.” So, if 
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that’s what we teach our children, why are we so proud to heed the 

lesson ourselves?  

Recall what that image of sharing the yoke is all about: two 

beasts of burden, tied together upon the crossbeam, to pull the 

weight and baggage of the heavy load. But, how does this come 

about? It comes about because the one weaker animal proves he 

cannot carry the weight, and so a much stronger animal would be 

brought in to relieve the exhausted. So Jesus says, “Learn from me”… 

not only as an example, but as the one to lean upon and rely upon. 

“Learn from me – I know what I’m doing; you don’t. I can carry this; 

you can’t!” Now, a defiant littler beast of burden may want to prove 

his worth to the larger beast of burden, and that one doubles down, 

thrusts about and achieves nothing. But an exhausted and humbled 

little beast of burden rejoices that he is tied to Christ, and rejoices 

that that larger beast of burden knows what he’s doing, carries the 

weight, and frees up the little one to walk alongside. “I lay my sins on 

Jesus” the hymn sings… “I lay my sins on Jesus, the spotless Lamb of 

God; He bears them all and frees us from the accursed load.” Yes, “I 

lay my sins on Jesus… I lay my wants on Jesus… I lay my griefs on 

Jesus… I rest my soul on Jesus.” 

That’s what it means to share his yoke, for his burden is 

light… so light that we may focus not on the weight of carrying, but 

on the joy of learning… We learn from Christ – that’s what his 

disciples (his little ones) do! “Make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
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them and teaching them all things I have commanded you to teach 

them.” To live in the simplicity of ‘Jesus’ is to live in the purity of his 

doctrine. Is knowing the doctrine so hard? Have we not learned it 

from the Small Catechism, taught by the head of the household in a 

simple manner? But, it’s not just the learning it in theory, but in life. 

How proud we are to actually put the simple doctrine of Jesus to use: 

Ten Commandments – Love God. Love your neighbor. Creed – A God 

of love for your temporal creation/provision, securing your salvation, 

and continually forgiving and strengthening and carrying you through 

sanctification. Lord’s Prayer – Pray to your dear Heavenly Father will 

all boldness as His dear child. Baptism, Absolution, the Supper – 

depend on Jesus and his means of grace to apply to you all the 

benefits of the cross and sustain you in that forgiveness all your days. 

The Table of Duties – what love do you owe your spouse, children, 

pastor, employer, neighbor? Daily Prayers – is your life void of calling 

upon the name of the Lord? How can you rationalize such silence 

and sloth when he has so graciously revealed to you His Word, 

“Come to Me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you 

rest.” 

 This Savior of yours – gentle and lowly in heart – he knows all 

the problems of this world, “In this world, you will have great 

tribulation, but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world” – he 

knows it all… “Jesus” is the answer to it all… and he says, “Come to 

me… and you will find rest for your souls.” 
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 How easy is his yoke, since it’s already been carried to 

Calvary? How light is the burden that’s carried in the safety and 

certainty of eternal life? How much reason we have to put away 

worldly wisdom – at least contain it to its rightful place – and pray 

for strength to be little children who take ever-increasing confidence 

and pride in the simple repetition of that trustworthy and true 

answer: “Jesus. The answers, and our hope, and our comfort – it all 

rests with Jesus.” 

 
In the Name of the Father 

And of the Son 
And of the Holy Spirit. 

+ AMEN + 
 
 
Rev. Mark C. Bestul 
Calvary Lutheran Church 
July 5, 2020 


