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Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
Our text, Jesus’ sending of the Twelve (as we heard of it last week) 
continues… 
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
 Forgetting to notice the first line of our reading – “These 

twelve Jesus sent out, instructing them” – we tend to read this text 

as if it simply applies to all Christians. We say, “Well, we’re all 

disciples.” And that’s true: just two weeks ago, we heard Jesus say to 

the Twelve, “Going, therefore, make disciples of all nations.” Yes, 

we’re all disciples, all followers.  

 But, it’s not the term “disciple” that defines this text; it’s the 

fact that Jesus is sending the Twelve, just like “Going, therefore…” 

That’s apostolic ministry talk, just as we heard last week, when we 

heard that Jesus cares so much for you that He has a plan by which 

you will be harvested and carried into the storehouse. What you are 

to pray for earnestly – that laborers be sent into the harvest – the 

Lord will not only send them, but he’ll send them well instructed and 

prepared for what they will find in this broken world.  

 And that’s the text for today, isn’t it? If last week’s text was 

about the promise that there are laborers being sent into the 

harvest, today’s text (continuation of last week’s reading) is the 
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promise that these laborers are sent with Christ’s instruction, 

preparation, full disclosure on what they will find and endure. And, 

where they are comforted to remain steadfast in their work, you will 

be comforted by the Gospel of Word and Sacraments, of which they 

are stewards. 

 The Office of the Holy Ministry is part of God’s eternal plan 

for His Church’s care. Thus, we should expect that the Scriptures 

speak of it directly! How could we have Baptism for our benefit if it’s 

never spoken of? Or, the Supper or Absolution for our benefit if they 

are never instituted, mentioned, or taught? So also, when the Lord 

speaks of the Office of the Holy Ministry, we ought hear in it that 

Jesus is preparing the Office and its holders of office so that the work 

of that Office will benefit you.  

So, in order to know the benefit for you, we ought be willing 

to meditate on the whole picture. And, it’s not just verse five by 

which we understand this whole picture. As we said, starting in 

chapter 9, Jesus’ focus is on laborers for the harvest and on sending 

the Twelve “with authority” and (in verse 5) sending them out, 

“instructing them” for the task at hand. And, we also hear in verse 14 

(which the reading skipped over), “If anyone will not receive you or 

listen to your words, shake off the dust from your feet when you 

leave that house or town” (you remember those words; as 

instructions specifically for the gospel messengers)… then in verse 16 

(also skipped by the reading), “I am sending you out as sheep in the 
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midst of wolves, so be wise as serpents and innocent as doves.” We 

remember those words, too, don’t we, as being about the ministers 

of the Gospel.) Then, we hear these words in verse 17 and following, 

“Beware of men, for they will deliver you over to courts and flog you 

in their synagogues, and you will be dragged before governors and 

kings for my sake…” And, suddenly, we say, “Gee, maybe I don’t 

want this to be about me and ‘all disciples’.” And then, in verse 19 

and 20, “When they deliver you over, do not be anxious… it is not 

you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you.” 

Isn’t that why the pastor today wears the collar – a visible reminder 

that the Word he speaks is not his own word or even his own 

confession of the Word… but it’s Christ’s Word to you, that you may 

believe in Him “through their Word.” 

So then, everything up to this point is about preparing the 

office-holders for what they will endure. Now, we finally come to our 

text:  

“Brother will deliver brother over to death, and the father his 

child, and children will rise against parents and have them put to 

death, and you will be hated by all for my name’s sake.”  

 
Consider this in context: What does any of the infighting of 

family have to do with the gospel messengers being “hated by all for 

my name’s sake”?: When two warring factions are confronted with 

Law and Gospel (and Law and Gospel is the pastor’s arsenal, isn’t it?), 

those warring factions will hate it more than they hate each other! 
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Yes, brother will deliver brother over to death, and the father his 

child, and children their parents… but when pastoral care steps in, 

does the pastor not often become the common enemy? “Law and 

Gospel” is the one onto which to transfer the blame for their hatred 

of each other. How often does it happen that the pastor applying 

Law and Gospel to a suffering marriage or factions within a 

congregation or divisions between parents and children… how often 

does it happen that they can at least agree on blaming the Law and 

Gospel brought by the pastor! He’s the only one fighting for the 

marriage, while the feuding spouses just want the Word of God 

twisted to give them permission to get the divorce they seek. He’s 

the one fighting for Christian love and unity when congregants want 

to hash out their argument by winning a majority vote. Law and 

Gospel becomes hated when we sinners think that we know better 

or that Law and Gospel stands in the way of us getting what we 

want. And so, it’s not for the pastor’s sake that he’s hated; if he 

weren’t in the Office, no one would care what “his views” were on 

the matter – but “for My name’s sake” Jesus says, “you will be 

hated.” 

Is this meant to be a pity-party for the pulpit-filler? Not at all: 

but it does force us to recognize that the one thing we sinners hate 

more than our infighting is when one does the dirty job of reminding 

us life is governed by God’s Law and Gospel. From that, we cannot 



  5 

                                                                   5 

run, and so we’d rather “hate the messenger” and blame that Word 

of God for our problems.  

Jesus continues, “When they persecute you in one town, flee 

to the next…” like that earlier admonition, “Shake the dust off your 

feet if they will not listen to the Word.” When persecution of Christ 

begins, does it most often begin by harming the pew-sitter? No, it 

most often begins by silencing the Word. While Jesus is not a 

respecter of office-holders, the world is not a respecter of the Office! 

The world’s enduring “cancel culture” just wants the Word silenced. 

The Word that calls to repentance the LGBT agenda? Cancel it. The 

Word that says we can trust God in a pandemic more than princes, 

more than man? Cancel it. The Word that says not just “black lives 

matter,” nor “all lives matter,” but each individual life matters 

(because Christian love is never lived out ‘demographically’ but in 

one-on-one relationships)? Cancel it. It doesn’t fit the world’s agenda 

or way of thinking, so it must be “cancelled.”  

Where the Word is to be silenced, those who proclaim the 

Word and are stewards of the Sacraments and bondservants of 

Christ are first to be persecuted.  But, should the servants expect any 

differently?: “A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above 

his master… If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, 

how much more will they malign” the servants? 

Now, there are two more phrases that demonstrate that 

these words of Jesus are meant most specifically for the Twelve and 
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their office: first, Jesus says, “What I tell you in the dark, say in the 

light, and what you hear whispered, proclaim on the housetops.” If 

we too quickly interpret this as being for all Christians, how many 

will adopt the enthusiasm that thinks Jesus speaks to them in dark 

whispers apart from His written Word? In truth, the “whispers in the 

dark” remind us that Jesus told the Twelve to keep quiet about who 

he was until His resurrection, at which point the day of Pentecost 

would come and the preaching would be open and bold.  

The final phrase to consider here is “Do not fear those who 

kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can 

destroy both body soul and body in hell.” Friends, if this was 

foremost generically for all Christians, this would be an odd way to 

comfort and encourage you. It would amount to saying, “If you’re 

afraid of the world, be more afraid of your God.” Is that the love with 

which Jesus encourages you as his dear sheep? Does a Good 

Shepherd strike fearful sheep with all the force of a rod? No! He 

corrals them gently with the staff of good news that you have a God 

and Father who loves you as his dear sheep.  

Instead, we should hear this verse in the same vein as Ezekiel 

33, when God tells the prophet, “I have made you a watchman over 

the house of Israel. If you don’t speak My Word to the people, their 

blood will be on your hands.” Yes, in the same way, Jesus tells the 

Twelve (the ministers to be sent), “Don’t be afraid of those who will 
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reject the Word you speak; be more afraid of not doing your duty as 

a bondservant of the master who sent you.” 

Now, all of these hard words to the Twelve should be of the 

greatest comfort to you. Because it means that Christ’s care for you 

does not stop with his dying on the cross for you. He sends laborers 

and prepares them soberly for the work that lay ahead. Not only 

does he say to them, “the harvest can’t get to the storehouse by 

itself; do the work I’ve sent you to do,” but he also says, “Your work 

is not going to be pretty. But the harvest is precious to me; the sheep 

are precious to me. You may be hated for the Word you carry, but 

there will be those who will benefit from that Word, and – in the 

face of a world that hates the Word – your single responsibility is to 

make sure my dear sheep get that Word of Truth.” 

Indeed, friends, you are so precious to Christ that he will not 

allow any obstacle to block you from having the preaching of the 

Word. The workers will be well-prepared for the mess they find. 

This is so important because sometimes, when we need the 

Word of God the most is when we are most fearful of it: we want the 

Word of God to sit on hold while we endure a pandemic, and the 

messenger of Christ is charged to say, “You need this in perilous 

times just as much as in good times!” Or, when we need the Word of 

God the most is when we’re the most fearful of being “found out”: 

We want the pastor to think well of us and want to hide all our 

problems, and the messenger of Christ is charged to say, “You realize 
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that Christ sends the laborers to know that you’re a sinner and to 

expect messiness; pretending that your life is tidy and that you are 

without sin won’t actually help you.” 

Indeed, you are so precious to Christ that He equips the 

laborers with his Word, saying, “At first, the sheep will hate this 

medicine. But you must give it to them, because I died for them, to 

purchase this medicine for them… and I will not have my laborers’ 

timidity keep my sheep from getting the medicine I have for them.”  

And it’s not just giving you the medicine, but also giving you 

the shield and safety of the Word of God as you follow the Word of 

God. As the verses before our text read, “They will deliver you over 

to courts and flog you… and you will be dragged before governors.” 

Isn’t that a comfort that, when the next pandemic hits and the 

governments again try to shut down the Church, or when the mob 

comes and claims that if the preaching of Christ won’t conform it 

must be cancelled, you can have confidence that Christ will ensure 

his under-shepherds remain on the front lines of that mess … so that 

you may still have the Gospel. Though the world will hate the gospel 

because of Christ, your gracious Lord nevertheless instructs and 

prepares laborers to ensure you get that life-giving Word. 

And, as you do, as your life is made a life in and of the Word, 

ought you not prepare to have the world hate you for it? Even 

though the pastors are on the front lines, your life in the Word is not 

way back in the rearguard! Suddenly, at the very end of our text 
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Jesus applies the meaning of all this not just to those who proclaim 

the Word, but also to those who confess it: “So everyone who 

acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge before my 

Father who is in heaven.” 

When the pastors are taken from the pulpits, arrested, 

dragged into court and sentenced for their “hate crime” of speaking 

the Truth, where will the mob turn next? Will that angry mob ‘cease 

and desist’ at your doorstep? No, you will find that confessing the 

Gospel isn’t much different than proclaiming the Gospel… not when 

it comes to the world’s hatred of it. Recall, it was the laity who stood 

strong at Augsburg and offered their heads rather than give up the 

gospel. It’s the laity who suffered far more martyrdom around the 

world last century. Will the laity remain steadfast in this generation? 

So Jesus groups everyone together, saying to the Church, 

“Take the ministers’ lead”: are the laborers ‘servants by choice’ 

because the pay is worth it? No, bondservants of Christ, sent 

regardless of pay… because salvation is the divine promise – their 

salvation and your salvation alike. Just as for the under-shepherd, so 

also for the sheep: No yearly salary or worldly reputation or gain of 

material things can compare to Christ’s promise that the Father in 

heaven knows every hair of your head and cherishes you more than 

the lilies of the field and the birds of the air.  

And, remembering that phrase, a phrase Christ first used in 

his sermon on the mount when speaking of all Christians, we now 
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recognize that everything we’ve heard in this text is (ultimately) 

admonition for every Christian. For, if you are going to receive the 

Word from laborers and benefit from it, do not think it will be 

yours without Satan’s scorn. 

But, it’s worth it. This Word that guarantees us Christ’s death 

for our life also guarantees us that Jesus himself will acknowledge us 

before the Father in heaven. Our great High Priest will do his work; 

our Good Shepherd will carry us home. The Lord of the harvest will 

ensure that we are brought safely into the storehouse… and, free 

from the wolves and tribulations of this world, we will be with the 

Father forever. 

In the Name of the Father 
And of the Son 

And of the Holy Spirit. 
+ AMEN + 

Rev. Mark C. Bestul 
Calvary Lutheran Church 
June 21, 2020 


