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Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
Our text, Jesus says to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the 
laborers are few; therefore, pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to 
send laborers into his harvest.” 
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 

In days like these, we might want Jesus’ care for His Church 

to look and sound differently than it does. Desperate times call for 

desperate measures. But, Jesus has always gone about sowing the 

gospel the same way and – in that same way – overcoming the 

powers of darkness and bringing the light of the gospel for the 

benefit of His Church, but even to influence ‘outwardly’ entire 

societies and empires.  

There’s something wonderfully reassuring to see Jesus at 

work always in the same way and to know that His care for His 

Church is so certain and steadfast that it doesn’t have to constantly 

be reacting to or changing to accommodate the ebbs and flows of 

life. Consider our text: Jesus went through all the cities and 

countryside how? Teaching in their synagogues and preaching the 

gospel of the Kingdom and healing diseases and all maladies (which, 

as we’ve heard elsewhere in the gospels was done then so that you 

might know that he has the power to forgive sins now). So then, how 
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does Jesus go through all regions, even to this day?: teaching those 

in the pews, proclaiming that His Kingdom comes among us even 

here and now, and forgiving sins through the sacramental mysteries 

of his power. 

And he does so with the utmost compassion upon you, for he 

sees you for who you are – the text says “they were troubled and 

helpless (“thrown down” in life’s turbulent times) for they were as 

sheep without a shepherd)… sound familiar? Have you not endured 

turbulent times… two months where – in isolation – you felt 

removed from the church and distant from even an undershepherd… 

how much more urgent was your desire for the Good Shepherd and 

the green pastures of his dwelling place with you! Of course, it’s not 

just in pandemic situations that we feel isolated, that life feels 

turbulent, and we feel troubled and helpless… how many other 

situations and times, in how many of our “stations in life” (as we said 

last week) do we feel the pressing load of carrying our burdens and 

hardships, dragging along the weight of our sins and enduring the 

sins of others? How commonly do we have to admit that life needs 

the Good Shepherd, the bishop and overseer of our souls! 

And, how does that Good Shepherd proactively engage us on 

our behalf and for our benefit? He sends laborers into the harvest. 

Consider two key elements of this verse: (1) the harvest is plentiful 

(in the Greek: much!)... and the laborers (the faithful ones) are few. 
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Does it really seem like the harvest is much? Or does it seem 

that the harvest is few and that there are an abundance of pastors 

for the need? That’s often how it feels, isn’t it? In this age of 

orthodoxy’s setting sun in the western world, so many who call 

themselves Christian give up the incarnate Christ and His Word and 

Sacraments for social justice, politically correct hopes for utopia, and 

a universalism that believes “we are all God’s children”, even the 

wicked. But “God’s children” is a baptismal term, a new-creation 

term, not old-creation term. We are all God’s creation, but only the 

baptized being raised up in the baptismal life are God’s children.  

 And so the harvest does not seem plentiful; it seems there 

are far more zealous laborers, and that parishes are many and too 

small, and pews more empty than full. But the Lord’s kingdom is not 

one in which pews must be full before the faithful are fed. In little 

pockets, Christ’s Church grows throughout all the corners of the 

world… little tiny congregations that gather with angels and 

archangels and all the company of heaven in a divine banquet the 

world could never duplicate. And, in light of that, indeed, the harvest 

is plentiful! 

 What a great harvest belongs to our God! He knows His 

Church, and He has seen her through 2000 years of tribulation… 

times when Christians may have individually felt isolated, alone, 

helpless… and yet, he cares for her in every situation and collectively 

speaks of her as the harvest. Not as individual Christians with their 
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individual relationships with Jesus, but as the harvest, which needs 

laborers. There’s a reason the green of this Pentecost season is not a 

dark green of new spring life, but a green with a golden hue, as we 

anticipate the harvest! Consider that: how does the harvest enter 

the storehouse, how is the wheat tended to and brought to the final 

destination if not by the sweat of the laborers? No wheat marches 

itself from the fields into the storehouse… nor do you march yourself 

into the kingdom of heaven. This is why you felt isolated for these 

long few months: for who will care for you, who will bring you home, 

if not those who are tasked with proclaiming the Gospel and 

administering the Sacraments? They are not superfluous to your 

personal relationship with Jesus, but his plan for you includes life at 

the pulpit and altar and with pastoral care… the office-holder is 

insignificant, but the promised Office – that God will Himself provide 

laborers – is absolutely essential… so essential that that bond 

between individual Christian and church fellowship cared for by the 

Office ought be cherished as the most essential of all societal needs – 

even in a pandemic. 

 Thus, Jesus urges, “Pray (deomai means literally, “make an 

urgent appeal based on your pressing felt-need”), Pray, therefore, 

that the Lord send laborers into the harvest.” Why would Jesus urge 

such a prayer if all that mattered was you with your personal 

relationship with Jesus? Why would he make you mindful of such a 
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prayer if you could just meditate on your own piety and walk 

yourself from the field into the storehouse?  

 Instead, the need is so urgent (because this is how God has 

chosen to work – how he reaps what he sows -  in a fallen world 

constantly harming itself and reaping for itself what it has sown)… so 

urgent is the need that Jesus even describes it by saying, “Pray that 

the Lord of the harvest  – means not just “send” but “to cast 

out, to throw, hurl”… notice, he’s not a respecter of individual 

servants, as if one is more valuable to the Office than another. He 

doesn’t say, “Well, how privileged am I – and how privileged are the 

people – to have this servant.” Rather, he simply throws the servant 

out there and says “Do the work I’ve sent you to do,” and when they 

bring in that bountiful harvest, they respond, “We have only done 

what is our duty.”  

 So then, there can be no personal kingdom building, no 

turning of one congregation into a prideful servant’s own little cult 

following; there is only one glorious harvest – and the Lord of the 

harvest wants you brought home – brought through the difficulty of 

daily life, guided through the brokenness of your relationships as 

parents and children, husbands and wives, siblings, classmates, 

fellow Christians – he wants you defended from all of that, harvested 

away from it, and carried into the safety of the storehouse. 

 And so, he assigns workers, starting with the original twelve, 

and the Holy Spirit names them in the sacred text, that there may be 
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no mistaking that the laborers were common men – fishermen, tax 

collectors, brothers one of another, even one who would not stay 

the course – the Office is full of common men.  

 And these twelve Jesus sends out, a window into all the 

sending Jesus will do for centuries to come. And yet, a picture we 

must be careful to interpret correctly. For, in this first sending – in 

the Twelve’s internship and vicarage, if you will – he sends them only 

to a very specific target audience: the lost sheep of the house of 

Israel. He does not send them to the Gentiles, nor to the Samaritans, 

but only to the descendants of his Old Testament Church. 

 We cannot say this is prescriptive of the future sending of 

future generations of laborers into the harvest. For, recall, later Jesus 

will send these same Twelve out to a much broader target 

audience… as we heard last week, “Go, therefore, make disciples of 

all nations.” And, as we heard in the Easter season, he tells his 

apostles, his fishers of men, “You are my witnesses” for the purpose 

of proclaiming repentance for the forgiveness of sins, “beginning in 

Jerusalem to Judea and Samaria and to the ends of the earth.” And 

thanks be to God that he does cast out the preaching to ‘catch’ an 

audience far greater than the house of Israel, for if he didn’t, you and 

I wouldn’t be here, wouldn’t be beneficiaries, wouldn’t be part of the 

harvest! 

 Having said that, and ensuring we don’t see the initial 

sending of the Twelve just to the house of Israel as a prescription on 
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the Church’s future laborers, nevertheless, there is something we 

can learn and take comfort from in the fact that Jesus is so focused 

on the lost sheep of the house of Israel: 

 These are his dear sheep, according to God’s plans. These are 

those who are troubled and quaking, who have not grown cold to 

the age-old promise of the Gospel, but may be fearful and trembling 

because it would seem they have become totally isolated from their 

God and Good Shepherd. But, “My sheep hear my voice and I know 

them and they follow me, and I give them eternal life.”  

And, in that way, we can get a glimpse for God’s love for us – 

for you – even during this pandemic and now these weeks of social 

unrest. Yes, the society rules the way of the gentiles, the way of the 

faithless, and prohibits them from benefiting from the Church. And 

those new-age Samaritans (if you will) who, though having been 

children of the lineage of God have joined themselves to the wicked 

ways of the world… neither are they promised any attention or 

benefit from the life of the Church during these pandemic times. The 

doors have not been open for them either… the preaching has not 

been available to them either. Neither to the “new covenant 

Gentile” or “new covenant Samaritan” (so to speak, though in truth 

“there is neither Jew nor Gentile” in the new covenant) has pastoral 

care been able to go in these times.  

 But, to you, the dear sheep of Christ, so troubled and 

quaking, fearful and trembling… to you, Christ has remained faithful 
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and of you, he has remained mindful. And he has said to pastors of 

each congregation: “It is your job to preach; you cannot sit idly by. It 

is your job to administer my Sacrament, you cannot fear your 

personal safety or the government and thus declare some eucharistic 

fast! It is your job to make these precious gifts of mine available to 

my dear sheep, even if only where two or three are gathered, that 

they may have the benefits promised those in my name, be 

sustained through this turbulent time, and have their roots remain 

strong …that they may – in my due season – be harvested and 

brought to the safety of the storehouse and the rest of their eternal 

home.” 

 Indeed, how dearly Christ loves you, that He continues to 

throw and hurl laborers into the harvest, demanding them, “Do your 

work, in season and out of season, that my harvest may be safe and I 

may reap what I have sown. Do not seek extra pay, nor sandals, nor 

tunic, nor a feel-good sign out in front of the church that says 

‘heroes work here.’ Just do your job.” He is that urgent with his 

laborers that he might be that merciful toward you, that you might 

always have the benefit of His precious Word and holy Sacrament. 

Yes, he continues to be mindful of you, sending laborers today to do 

the same work he sent laborers to do two thousand years ago: 

“Proclaim the kingdom of heaven, heal those ravaged by sin, give 

hope to those afflicted by the illnesses and diseases that lead to 

death, cast out demons and bring light to darkness.” 
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 Rejoice in the mindfulness of your Christ. For throughout 

these past few months, and in every tribulation of life, he has never 

forgotten you, abandoned you, or forsaken you… but has continually 

called you to benefit from His Holy Word and precious Sacrament, 

that you too may be sustained and strengthened to remain firmly 

planted in the field of the harvest, eagerly anticipating that day in 

which the laborers will usher you safely into the storehouse of 

Christ’s eternal dwelling places. 

 
In the Name of the Father 

And of the Son 
And of the Holy Spirit. 

+ AMEN + 
 
 
Rev. Mark C. Bestul 
Calvary Lutheran Church 
June 14, 2020 


