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Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
Our text, the gospel reading, including these words: John looked at 
Jesus as he walked by and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” The two 
disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. 
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
 Perhaps you’ve been in a class before when I’ve pointed out 

that each and every Sunday, our historic liturgy marks and carries us 

through the entire church year (and each season therein). A quick 

example is how the Gloria in Excelsis brings Christmas Eve right to us 

and reminds us that the glorias are sung again this morning to 

declare Christ in the flesh among us this holy hour. Epiphany is 

equally represented in the liturgy: the three readings and the sermon 

“make manifest” (epiphany) who this Christ is – Jesus of Nazareth, 

and the other ‘theme’ of Epiphany is marked by the Creed as the 

faithful say, “Yes, I believe… I believe this is my Triune God, and I 

believe this Jesus is my Christ.” 

 Indeed, the season of Epiphany (as the liturgy demonstrates) 

really has two emphases: first, the declaration that this Jesus is the 

Chosen and Anointed of God; second, the confession of faith of 

those who had been sitting in darkness and now rejoice in being in 

God’s marvelous light. 



  2 

                                                                   2 

 That two-fold emphasis is also seen in our Gospel reading 

this morning: first, we hear John the Baptist proclaim who is this 

Christ: “[John] looked at Jesus as he walked by and said, ‘Behold, the 

Lamb of God!” That bold heralding is (if you will) the climactic 

proclamation of so much of what we’ve heard since Epiphany began 

a few Mondays ago. Consider other texts that have prominently 

pointed to this Christ:  

 
Our “Calvary at Daily Prayer” memory verse from this week:  
 

Behold my servant, whom I uphold, 
    my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 
I have put my Spirit upon him. 

 
As we heard in observing the Baptism of Our Lord, “This is my 
beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” 
 
And again, the LORD says to the Son in our Old Testament reading 
this morning, “It is too light a thing that you should be my servant to 
raise up the tribes of Jacob and bring back the preserved of Israel; I 
will (also) make you a light for the nations, that my salvation may 
reach to the end of the earth.” 
 
And again, in our sermon hymn, “He comes, the king anointed, the 
Christ, the virgin-born.” 
 
And, just to hammer home the point, the forerunner John does his 
job well and proclaims, “I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a 
dove, and it remained on him… this is he who baptizes with the Holy 
Spirit… I have seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of 
God.” 
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There can simply be no mistaking this first emphasis of the Epiphany 

season: “Behold, here he is – Jesus, the long-expected Christ, the 

Lamb of God, who takes upon himself (not just takes away, but takes 

upon himself) the sin of the world.”  

And, if that’s the first emphasis of Epiphany then the second 

half of our text gives a wonderful picture of the second emphasis of 

the Epiphany season: those who once sat in darkness now are 

beneficiaries of his marvelous light. But what does that look like? 

What does it sound like? What does it mean to benefit from this 

Jesus? What ought we expect?  

Here is what it sounds like: John the Baptist says, “Behold, 

the Lamb of God!” Then, the text says, “two disciples heard him say 

this, and they followed Jesus.” That’s what it sounds like and looks 

like. A faithful teacher points to him, and those who have been 

taught follow him. That’s how Jesus is epiphanied to the world. 

Preaching occurs and points you to Jesus, and you hear it and trust 

its pointing. You know it better this way: “Faith comes by hearing, 

and hearing by the word of Christ.” And again, “Make disciples, 

baptizing and teaching them.” That’s how Jesus is made known to 

you, but this is what it sounds like: “Behold, the Lamb of God!” And, 

at the faithful words of faithful preaching, the followers now follow 

Jesus.  

 But now we come to an interesting exchange. The two 

disciples follow Jesus, and he turns and says to them, “What are you 
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seeking?” There are two ways this question is misused in the Church 

today: First, people put too much weight on the interpretation that 

Jesus wants their opinion and is willing to meet their expectations 

and serve their desires. How widespread is this notion in American 

Christianity, that the holy God is “seeker sensitive” and wants to be 

your God in whatever way you want to craft him as your God. Jesus 

is no short-order priest, and his question here does not imply that he 

is willing to be the Lamb of God in whatever way they want him to 

be the Lamb of God. He is God’s Anointed, not their anointed. God’s 

Chosen, not their chosen. He is not here to please them; he is here to 

bear their sins and save them.  

Second, when considering this question, “What do you 

seek?”, people put too much emphasis on the word ‘seek,’ as if Jesus 

hides and can merely hope to be found by your heart, and you must 

track him down to show God the dedication of your faith. For 500 

years, this word ‘seek’ has been tainted by the Radical Reformation’s 

desire to make faith a thing of the heart rather than a gift of the Holy 

Spirit. They’ve taught people to mis-emphasize Bible passages such 

as “Seek and you will find,” instead of the Scriptural promise of God’s 

faithful ear: “ask, and it will be given you; seek and you will find; 

knock, and the door will be opened to you.” But the Scriptures are 

clear: we do not seek after God to achieve salvation, as the psalm 

says, “No one is righteous; no not one. No one seeks after God.” 

Instead, God seeks after the sinner to save us, “Adam, where are 
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you?” called the Lord to the sinner ashamed of his sin and afraid God 

would not be merciful.  

 So then, when (in our text) Jesus turns and asks, “What do 

you seek?”, do not hear in that a decision-theology emphasis. Christ 

may as well have said, “What do you lack?” Or perhaps more 

directly, “Do you understand why John has pointed you to me?” 

Compare this to when Jesus said to the 5000 whom he had fed with 

a few loaves and fish, “You seek me because you have had your fill of 

the loaves.” That crowd of 5000 wanted a bread-king; this little band 

of two disciples, Jesus asks, “Do you know what you seek, what you 

need, to what you are being pointed?”  

 They answer, “Rabbi, where are you staying?” Now, perhaps 

they were a bit tongue-tied and this is all they could muster. Even so, 

it’s a good answer. “Rabbi,” “Teacher.” That’s a good start. To 

acknowledge He is the teacher is to acknowledge that you’re not. It’s 

to humbly admit that He has the answers and you don’t.  

 “Where are you staying?” Maybe that sounds like an 

awkward response, but isn’t the response of humble faith that which 

simply says, “I just want to be wherever Jesus is, wherever I can 

benefit from him teaching me”? That’s what the baptized cherish – 

being taught all things whatsoever. “Remain in My Word, and you 

will be my disciples, and you will know the truth.” That’s the joy of 

the faithful, as we echo the plea of the psalmist: “Teach me your 
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way, O Lord, that I may walk in your truth. Unite my heart to fear 

your name.” 

Is it really faith to demand or ‘seek’ anything else? Do you 

really call upon the Lord or approach his altar and say, “Lord, this is 

what I expect from you”? Sadly, we do. “Lord, if you want to be my 

God, you’ll give me healing. You’ll make my life more comfortable. 

You’ll take my troubles flee. You’ll give me success and make me 

more happy. You’ll lengthen my earthly days.” No, faith says, “I want 

to be with Jesus. The Teacher. The Lamb of God who takes away my 

sins. Where can I stay with Jesus and have forgiveness, pure 

teaching, Christ’s understanding for this broken world and promise 

for eternal life?… for where I have pure doctrine and the forgiveness 

of sins, I have heaven and eternity opened to me. Wherever I can 

stay with Jesus…” 

 

And it would seem that the rest of our text simply conveys 

the sweet joy that belongs to you and every Christian that you get to 

simply “stay with, dwell with, Jesus.”  

Consider that the Holy Spirit makes the effort to point out 

that they stayed with him, for it was about the tenth hour (or, in our 

understanding, 4:00pm). Now, admittedly, there’s a little bit of free-

thinking in what I’m about to say, and – because the Scripture does 

not specifically say – you may choose to disagree; but, I believe there 

are really only two reasons to mention it was the tenth hour. Either, 



  7 

                                                                   7 

one, as a matter of historical fact. That’s possible. Just to point out 

that this happened one day in history and time. 

But, the other option is that – as John’s gospel is written last 

and is, by all accounts the most “theological” in its explanation, the 

mention of the tenth hour reminds us that Matthew and Mark report 

that Jesus’ saving death occurred at the ninth hour (or 3:00pm). And, 

if at the ninth hour Jesus cried “It is finished,” then symbolically – at 

the tenth hour of the day – there is nothing left to do, but to simply 

stay with Jesus, the Lamb of God who has now taken upon himself 

and wiped away the sin of the world.  Indeed, the tenth hour is 

evening and nears the end of the Jewish day (nightfall), just as the 

disciples on the road to Emmaus eagerly pleaded, “Stay with us Lord, 

for it is evening, and the day is almost over.”  

Yes, friends, by the tenth hour, all is done for your salvation. 

The Lamb of God is yours, and you are his. And the great peace and 

joy of the Christian life is to simply stay with Jesus. Because with 

Jesus is forgiveness, with him is the breaking of the bread and the 

revelation of his glory to his disciples, with him is the serenity of 

heaven on earth.  

And thus, after the glorious refrain of the Sanctus – “Holy, 

Holy, Holy… Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord” – after 

that glorious moment, you may peacefully dwell in the sweet 

serenity of heavenly tranquility… as He prepares for you the meal 

and you sing that quieter, calmer refrain of simply being with Jesus, 
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“O Christ, Thou Lamb of God that takest away the sin of the world, 

have mercy on us.” 

There is one final sentence to this joy of simply staying with 

Jesus. Andrew runs and finds his brother and – as one beneficiary to 

another – says, “We have found the Messiah.” Have we so taken for 

granted the nearness of Christ that we are numb to this 

exclamation? Today the term Christ is thrown around as some 

random way to let off steam, and we forget that it truly refers to the 

sole and exclusive hope of all of history for any meaning, purpose 

and life. For how many thousands of years since Eden had the world 

been waiting for the Christ? And it waited in desperation, longing … 

just wanting the certainty and comfort that God was not angry, that 

He had kept His promises, that He would send this Christ to deliver 

salvation. And, now, for the first time since Eden, the words could be 

uttered in truth, with all the eternal ramifications being brought into 

human history: “We have found the Messiah!”  

Don’t be sidetracked by the silly questions over whether 

finding is the action of the seeker. This joy of this word has been 

mutilated by those radicals just as much as they’ve harmed that 

word “seek.” Remember the words of Jesus, “Seek and you will find.” 

Not because you’ve so faithfully sought or because you’re such a 

good seeker, but because God is faithful… faithful in His promise to 

send a Messiah, so that this word, “found,” is a word of sweet 

euphoria, as when the lost sheep is found, the lost coin is found, and 
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all the angels in heaven rejoice… so too the angels and archangels 

and all the company of heaven rejoice with Andrew and with you 

and all who in faith can cry out with sweet euphoria, “We have found 

the Messiah,” and may simply dwell with him, may stay with him, 

may dine with and rest with and simply be with Jesus. For where 

Jesus is, in this divine hour… that is heaven on earth. 

 
 

In the Name of the Father 
And of the Son 

And of the Holy Spirit. 
+ AMEN + 

 
 
Rev. Mark C. Bestul 
Calvary Lutheran Church 
January 19, 2020 


