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Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
Our text, the Gospel reading, including these words, “Then all the 
people of the surrounding country of the Gerasenes asked him to 
depart from them, for they were seized with great fear.” 
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
 We can speak of the literal happenings of our text – Jesus in 

glory showing authority over the demons, a reminder that this 

Messiah in the flesh is the Son of the Most High God walking the face 

of the earth, proving that our true warfare is not with flesh and 

blood but with powers and principalities of darkness, having 

compassion on those harassed and possessed by demons, and 

putting on full display the invincibility of his mission and his office as 

Lord, as Savior, and as Christ. 

 But, a funny thing can happen when we desire to see quite 

literally and have Jesus put on full display what He is doing on our 

behalf – we can become afraid of it, repulsed by it, indignant toward 

it, and desire to be rid of it.  

 If you literally saw the spiritual conquest involved in the 

baptism of a child (as we just took joy in singing, “God’s own child, I 

gladly say it, I am baptized into Christ”), if you actually saw the 

demons screeching and howling as the Holy Spirit removes them and 
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takes their place in the heart of the child, would we not be afraid of 

the sights and sounds? Would we not be tempted to prevent our 

child from being put through such things?! 

 If you literally saw the ugliness of our sin, would we not be so 

repulsed that we would never be willing to bring it to light, confess it, 

and ask Christ to take it from us – you think people are embarrassed 

by and sweep sins under the rug now?! How much more if they were 

faced to see or smell the rot and stench of sin?  

 If we saw what sin does to us, would we not be so afraid and 

doubt that we would wonder whether or not our God loves us.  

 If you don’t believe me, think of those who see and hear 

what sin has done when they are diagnosed with life’s illnesses, 

when they are brought face-to-face, if you will, with death’s door: do 

they not doubt and wonder whether God still loves them?  

 When people see what sin does toward others on a large 

scale, whether the intentional acts of violence and terrorism, or the 

‘unintentional’ results of the Fall and imperfection – like car 

accidents and plane/helicopter crashes – are they not immediately 

thrown into doubt and despair?  

 When people see what sin required of Jesus, when we lay 

eyes upon a mere image of the sacrifice of our Lord, how much more 

would we be repulsed by literally laying eyes upon the historical 

sight… and even moreso, how much are proud hearts repulsed, how 

much more are despondent hearts sickened to the point of despair 
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and disbelief of whether their sins are forgivable, when we consider 

what our gross sins laid upon Christ.  

 In our text for this morning, we can speak quite literally 

about Christ’s historical conquest over the demons. That happened 

once, in history, and it showed Jesus’ authority over sin and foretold 

Christ’s victory over the power of the devil. But the reaction of the 

townsfolk shows how little appetite we have for actually witnessing 

spiritual warfare. If we saw ourselves covered with sin as if by 

bloodsucking leeches, would we hurl ourselves into fire and die 

rather than run – bloodsuckers and all – run to Christ and believe He 

would heal us?  

 And yet, without having to look upon it in full view, that’s 

exactly what happens for us all throughout life, isn’t it? Christ heals 

us, frees us from the ugliness of sin. We can apply to ourselves Jesus’ 

healing of the man possessed by demons and say, “Yes, in baptism 

Christ once rescued me from forces far more powerful than I… but 

forces who, in his presence, could not help but confess him to be 

Lord and (if you will) bow the knee.” And we can see how 

compassionate and patient Jesus was for that poor soul captured by 

the demons, just as Jesus is patient and compassionate toward the 

one who is his enemy by virtue of sin and the power of the devil.  

 But, if from the safety of ‘onlooker,’ we are going to see 

ourselves in this text, we must also see ourselves in the position of 
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those who, instead of rejoicing at Jesus’ warfare with sin and 

darkness, they were afraid of it and asked him to leave. 

 Are you afraid of Jesus’ warfare with sin, afraid of it or 

dissatisfied with, even disgusted by it? What about being called to 

repentance? Isn’t that part of Jesus’ spiritual warfare? And yet, do 

we not recoil at it? Then you fit quite well with the townspeople of 

this text! For, when we fear the call to repentance, what do we fear 

but our quiet life of self-defined normalcy being disrupted and 

unsettled? Would we not cherish that Christ is undertaking the 

spiritual warfare that drives back sin, death and the devil? Isn’t it the 

most gracious work and greatest mercy that the ugliness of our sin 

would be overcome by the beauty of his love and the attractiveness 

of a bold faith ... and yet, “they asked him to depart from them, for 

they were seized with great fear.” That’s us, isn’t it?... when we 

would rather have him depart from us than we depart from sin. 

…that we would rather have him leave us alone than have him near 

us to reassure us that, yes, he can actually drown demons and they 

won’t rise up from their watery grave? And he can actually safeguard 

us should another legion come in retaliation for their fallen 

comrades. And yet, how often we would rather have him leave and 

let us live daily life ourselves (what irrational fear, or pompous 

pride!) rather than us live daily life with him as the shepherd of us 

sheep and the defender of His Church. 
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 Our Old Testament Reading points out what a problem this 

has been historically: The Lord says, 

“I was ready to be sought by those who did not ask for me; I was 
ready to be found by those who did not seek me. I said, ‘Here am 
I, here am I,’ to a nation that was not called by my name. I spread 
out my hands all the day to a rebellious people, who walk in a 
way that is not good, following their own devices; a people who 
provoke me to my face continually… who say, ‘Keep to yourself, 
do not come near me, for I am too holy for you.’” 

 
That’s the Lord’s own testimony of man’s sinful disposition toward 

Him all throughout history: he casts out darkness, gives forgiveness; 

the people ask him to keep distance. And yet, what grace and 

patience toward us… that though he would leave as those in our text 

bid him do (which should be a warning to all of us! – if you are going 

to thanklessly shoo Christ away and thumb your nose at his Law and 

Gospel and at his means of grace – don’t expect him to stick around! 

He will leave!, will remove Word and Sacrament as the passing 

rains)… and yet, even then, even when we distance ourselves from 

his personal presence, is he not gracious to keep the confession of 

His name alive and within earshot of the impenitent or the fearful… 

that that confession might reawaken in us (or our confession awaken 

in our neighbor) the hope of faith as if a long-lost memory rekindled 

by the account retold… the hope of faith that rejoices that Christ not 

only died for sins as a matter of history, but delivers the benefits of 

that warfare to those who call Him not to depart, but to draw near 

here and now. 
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 In our text, the one soul we might read as ourselves in the 

text, the one healed from the demons, the one who wants to be at 

Jesus feet and come with Jesus away from the valley of sorrows and 

faithlessness, Jesus says to that one, “No, return to your home, and 

declare how much God has done for you.”  

 Isn’t that the same for us?… we who wish Jesus would have 

brought His Church with him in his ascension. Yes, we know he will 

be back, but meantime he says, “Where I am going you cannot 

come.” But, as we wait for him, are we not to live daily life in our 

homes, in our community – as fearful of his presence as it may be, as 

willing to deal with demons rather than his dominion as our society 

may be – nevertheless, he says to us, “You go confess all that God 

has done for you.” 

 We can’t say the Bible doesn’t call us to a daily life in which 

we confess the faith or ‘evangelize’ the nations. Sadly, so called 

“evangelical crusades” and the current thought of everyone-a-

minister and the problematic generation of evangelism-at-the-cost-

of-doctrine-or-daily-vocation… all of that the devil has used to water 

down the Scriptural truth and beauty that the confession of Christ’s 

name has divine power against the kingdom of darkness. Satan 

knows his kingdom is under attack when Christ’s name is confessed, 

when his Word and Sacrament quietly and mysteriously work in 

ways ‘easy on the senses’ so as not to frighten easily scared sheep… 

Satan knows the quiet resolve of Christ … has Satan not already lost 
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the war, when Christ took on all of our sins there and allowed Satan 

to accuse him for our sins, and the Father not only forsook the sin-

bearer, but also justified (not made just, but declared the 

righteousness of) and looked with favor upon that cross-bearer, He 

who could then cry in faith after the ugliness of it all, “Father, into 

your hands I commit my Spirit.” And now, as Christ is now in 

resurrected and ascended glory, at which even the knee of all foes 

under the earth – legions and demons and Satan himself – at which 

every knee must bow, does Satan not know that he has lost, …that 

Christ and the Holy Spirit in the ongoing care of the Church is, to the 

kingdom of darkness, a death sentence!… so the devil has sought to 

turn our understanding of mission and evangelism into a tainted 

obligation of pushing doorbells and handing out gimmicks and selling 

the Church’s reputation and being ashamed of Christ to gain itching 

ears that really don’t want Christ anyway, but really want the devil 

dressed up in churchly attire. 

 But true evangelism is nothing other than confessing what 

Christ has done for you, what he continues to do for you, what He 

has promised he will one day - on that last day - do for you. But to 

confess such things, you mustn’t be afraid of them. To confess Your 

baptism, you mustn’t be afraid of living the baptismal life. You 

mustn’t be sheepish in the wrestling against powers and 

principalities of darkness. You must be strong enough in the faith to 

acknowledge you are weak enough to still need the call to 
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repentance, to still live in the ugly disfigurement of life in this fallen 

world, to still live in the beauty of the gospel of Christ crucified 

proclaimed to you, poured out on you in baptism, sustaining you in 

the Supper… you still live daily in Christ quietly at work, undetectable 

to the eye that is so easily frightened by spiritual warfare and so 

easily offended by any sign of trouble, so easily unbelieving of those 

sights it could not fathom or comprehend… but there he is, Jesus the 

Son of the Most High God, continually and quietly going about his 

work of overcoming sin, death, and power of the devil… that you 

may live in and confess all that Christ has done for you. 

 
In the Name of the Father 

And of the Son 
And of the Holy Spirit. 

+ AMEN + 
 
 
Rev. Mark C. Bestul 
Calvary Lutheran Church 
June 23, 2019 


