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Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
Our text, And Jesus said to them, “Whose likeness and inscription is 
this?” They said, “Caesar’s.” Then he said to them, “Therefore render 
to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are 
God’s.” 
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
 About four weeks ago, this feud between Jesus and the 

Jewish leaders began with them asking, “By what authority (aka – by 

whose power) do you do these things?” The parables we’ve heard 

since have flowed from that question and now – somewhat ironically 

after Christ has clearly stated the foundation of the Christian faith to 

be the sacrifice of the Christ, by the authority and will of the Lord of 

heaven and earth – now the Jewish leaders return to the question of 

authority: “Okay, Jesus, if you come with the authority of God, then 

what do you say when we pit God’s authority against Caesar’s? How 

do you honor Caesar without committing idolatry against God?” 

 From our vantage point, Jesus’ response may not seem that 

amazing. “Why would they marvel?” we ask. “Doesn’t this seem like 

a perfectly reasonable separation of church and state?” Of course, 

that’s not at all what it is, but our own response shows that we don’t 

have as firm a handle on this as we assume. 
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 Instead of interpreting this through the narrow lens of the 

last sentence of Jesus’ reply – “Render to Caesar what is Caesar’s and 

to God what is God’s,” we would do well to interpret that last 

sentence through the lens of the first sentence of Jesus’ reply: 

“Whose likeness and inscription is this?” Think about that sentence: 

“Whose likeness and inscription is this?” Don’t assume Jesus pulled 

that question out of thin air! Don’t think about it just in terms of a 

coin; rather, consider His use that sentence as a lens to help you 

interpret all of daily life, including yourself!: “Whose likeness and 

inscription do you bear?” 

 Is it coincidence that Scripture says that man was created in 

God’s image and after His likeness? Is it coincidence that, after the 

Fall, the first children were born – not in the image of God – but in 

the image of fallen Adam? Is it a mere convenience that – even after 

the fall – the Law is inscribed upon man’s heart, an inscription upon 

us of the holy God’s will for our lives? And is it simply circumstantial 

that the Christ who comes is the exact image, imprint, and likeness 

of the Father – yet taking on flesh and blood and become man for 

our salvation? 

 “By what authority do I do these things? Well, whose image 

and inscription do I bear?” That’s an important question for you 

when figuring out everything’s role in daily life – including Caesar’s! 

It’s the reason that the second commandment (about using and 

bearing and wearing the Lord’s name) comes immediately after the 
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first commandment’s teaching of who is your God, the one whose 

image you were meant to bear. 

 And yet, our identity, our likeness and inscription and image, 

the very divine authority by which we live, move, have our being 

…and of which we confess – all of that seems to be forgotten as we 

look to other images, likenesses, icons, identities to bear: 

• We spend extra money on shoes so that our children can identify 
themselves by a certain logo, as if that piece of leather/fabric 
gives them authority and empowers them to be a better athlete. 

• We identify with icons and images of vehicle brands, or logos of 
clothing, or any other brand image… as if they give us authority 
and power to have success in life. 

• We find it much easier in front of others to wrap ourselves in the 
stars and stripes and the image of our patriotism than we do in 
Baptism and the image of our salvation.  

• We find our authority for comfort and certainty in the power of 
men on a dollar bill rather than in the power of the gospel of 
Christ-crucified.  

 
And, when we examine our hearts and realize that this is exactly the 

idolatrous trap we fall into so easily, then we realize that the Jewish 

leaders – in their attempt to corner Jesus – have not trapped him, 

but themselves and their own idolatry. And Jesus is very willing to 

help them see that:  

“Whose likeness and inscription is this?” That’s a question 

not just for a coin! If something belongs to Caesar, fine – use it as 

Caesar would have you use it. If something bears the likeness and 

inscription of Nike or Adidas or UnderArmour or the local second-
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hand store, fine – use it for its purpose to clothe your family. If a flag 

or currency belongs to the United States or its treasury, fine – honor 

it as part of your God-given daily bread. There’s no sin in that! But 

why chase after these things? Why believe these things can give you 

any authority or power? For, are not the things of this life, are not 

the things of Caesar himself, all things that rust and decay after they 

have served their God-given purpose? These things of daily bread are 

not bad or wrong or sinful, but neither are they eternal, life-giving, 

divine. So, do what needs to be done with Caesar’s stuff… for it’s 

there merely to serve God’s purpose for you. Caesar may be 

authority over you, but only as one who himself is under the 

authority of Another… a servant of God, not competitor to the Most 

High. 

 Isn’t that what the Old Testament reading reminds us? 

Through the prophet,  

 
“I am the LORD, and there is no other,  

besides me there is no God; 
I equip you, though you do not know me,  

 
(notice that: all authorities, all nations, all kingdoms serve God, even 
if they do not know him or confess his name, or even if they govern 
wickedly and contrary to His will… nevertheless, in his infinite 
wisdom and power and rule, they (like Cyrus) are instruments for His 
ultimate purpose)... 
 

…I equip you, (Cyrus,) though you do not know me,  
that people may know,  

from the rising of the sun and from the west,  
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that there is none besides me; 
I am the LORD, and there is no other.” 

 
Thus, if there is only one God to be honored, that begs the question: 

who or what serves and honors Him sufficiently, that unrighteous 

and insufficient men might be saved from the wrath to come? In 

other words, who bears the likeness and inscription of God and is 

given authority and duty to carry out the plans of the Lord for the 

salvation of all? The answer rings forth: “Behold the Lamb of God!” 

The Lamb that comes from God, belongs to God, is God. Christ bears 

the image of God! …the flesh-and-blood icon of the Holy God, he 

came not to condemn us in his holiness, but that all sinners might be 

saved through his grace. He came not merely by his own will – as if 

that weren’t sufficient – but by the will and authority of the one who 

sent Him. Whose likeness is he? The Father’s. Whose inscription is on 

his heart: “I have come not to do my will, but the will of Him who 

sent me.” And therefore He carries authority to reconcile God and 

man: “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 

Going therefore” (Christ tells his messengers), “make disciples, 

baptizing them – how? – by placing the likeness and identity of God 

upon them – “in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit” – and inscribing into their hearts all things I have 

commanded you to teach them.” 

So, it’s no coincidence that the baptismal rite reminds you 

that, since and through your baptism, you bear the image of Christ: 
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“Receive the sign of the holy cross… to mark you as one redeemed 

by Christ the crucified.” And how does the Lenten hymn say it: “On 

my heart imprint your image, blessed Jesus, king of Grace. That life’s 

riches, cares, and pleasures, never may your work erase. Let the 

clear inscription be (notice that - inscribed on your heart!) – Jesus, 

crucified for me. Is my life, my hope’s foundation, and my glory, and 

salvation.” 

 

This is what it means that Christ purchased you, made you His own, 

won for you the inheritance of his resurrection… achieved it all in his 

sacrifice upon the cross… this is what it means that you have been 

adopted into the family of God by baptism. You now wear the image 

and inscription of Christ on your forehead, your heart.  Therefore, 

wear it on your sleeve! By whose authority do you live daily life? 

Whose likeness and inscription is on you? God’s is. Thus, Paul says, “I 

live by faith in the Son of God who loved me and gave his life for 

me.” 

 
What comfort should be had in that truth! – I need not trust 

in idols and supposed rival authorities. Even Caesar must bow to my 

God, thus it is better to trust in God than princes, to pray “Thy will be 

done” rather than “my will be done,” to live in faith in the Son of God 

rather than faith in the sons of men.  

 But as comforting as it is to wear the identity of God, it is also 

repentance-inducing. “Here, I wear the holiness of God, but as I look 
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at my life, I am a poor, miserable sinner. I am to confess God before 

all the world, and yet I wilt and become tongue-tied under the 

slightest of pressure and they see nothing but a hypocrite. I am to 

live in the joy of the new creation, and yet I continually look back to 

and am tempted by the allures of the old creation. Who shall save 

me – who has the authority to save me - from this wretched man 

that I am?” 

 Behold, there he is again – faithful as can be – the Lamb 

bearing the image of God, He who – having taken away the sins of 

the world – still bears the marks of your salvation. He calms our 

troubled hearts and reminds us that the holiness of God is not 

contradictory to the graciousness of God (as if we must give up the 

one or the other to remain in relationship with him), but the grace of 

God is complementary to the holiness of God. For the holy God can 

only deal with unholy sinners if he is gracious to us… Thus, when you 

examine your unrighteousness and despair of what you have done to 

the identity freely given you, the Lamb of the Holy God graciously 

returns you to your baptism– He absolves you, and in so doing points 

you right back to your identity and reassures you that He has not 

forgotten whose image you now wear: “I forgive you your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”)  

Now it might seem that we have gotten far afield from the 

Pharisees’ question: “Caesar or God?” Isn’t that a question about 

government? But, when we recall Christ’s question – “Whose 
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inscription” – we realize that those things with Caesar’s inscription 

are not chief in this world. They serve the only true and living God, 

from Whom come all good things.  

Therefore, marked as one redeemed by Christ crucified, why 

worry about those things with other inscriptions and images upon 

them. Their authority over you is only in service to the one true God. 

If it’s Caesar’s, give it to Caesar, for he is no competing deity, but a 

servant of the One whose image and likeness is inscribed upon you.  

• In faith toward that One living God of heaven and earth, use the 
things of this world faithfully and you give unto God the glory 
due his name by confessing that He daily cares for you.  

• Use the things of this world unfaithfully, and you create an idol 
to compete with God for your heart.  

• Repent for not living perfectly as one who bears God’s image, 
crying, “Who shall save me from this wretched man that I am?”, 
and the good news of the express imprint and image of the 
Father come to save you is again yours: “Behold the Lamb of 
God who takes away the sin of the world.” 

 

So then, hear St. Paul’s joy for the Thessalonians, for it is his joy for 

you as well – that you turned to God from idols to serve the living 

and true God, and to wait for his Son from heaven – (recall from last 

week? – “This is our God; we have waited for him”) – you wait for his 

Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers 

us from the wrath to come. 

In the Name of the Father 
And of the Son 

And of the Holy Spirit. 
+ AMEN + 
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