
 

 

MARCH 26, 2023 

THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

CHRIST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
467 MAIN ST., P. O. BOX 494 

CONYNGHAM, PA 18219 

            

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Church Office - 788-1572 
Fax – 570-788-2686         email - clccony@ptd.net 

clcpicstogo@gmail.com 

web site - clcconyngham.org             

 Facebook - Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church Conyngham 

NEPA Synod web page -nepasynod.org 
 

Weekly Worship:  Saturday @ 5:00pm 

Sunday @ 10:30am 

Sunday School @ 9:15am 

 
MISSION STATEMENT 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church is a redeemed family of God’s people empowered 
by the Holy Spirit to proclaim the love of God in Jesus Christ in this community and in 
the world. 
As an active and growing congregation, we share ourselves, our time, and our 
possessions to serve the Lord by serving others. Inspired in worship, nurtured through 
teaching, supported with fellowship, and strengthened by prayer, we reach out to 
others with the Gospel, now and in future generations. 

mailto:clccony@frontier.com
mailto:clcpicstogo@gmail.com
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Patterson Derr - Minister of Music/Treasurer  
Cynthia Derr – Church Secretary/Congregation Council Secretary  

Sexton – Margie Yost 
Congregation Council – Betty Anne Bernstein, Julia Bobrowski, Joyce Bradbury, Beth 

Brown Barbara DeLong, Jean Frye, Deb Jones, Marty Kellow, Dave Kisenwether, Scott 

Steiner, Jessica Thorne(vice-president) and Ken Welsh (president) 

Designated Pastor – Rev. Wayne Lupole 

 

 

Welcome in the name of Christ, whose church this is! If you are seeking a church home, 

please notify the church office. Contact information is on the front of the bulletin. 

 

FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE: Hearing Assistive Devices are located on the table at 

the entrance to the worship space. An ADA Compliant restroom and changing station are 

located in the entrance hallway. A first aid kit, water, juice and snacks are in the 

kitchenette adjacent to the Parlor (main entrance room). 

 

FOR SECURITY: During worship, only the upper-level main entrance doors are open- 

all other doors are locked.  

 

Have any questions? An usher will be glad to help you!  

 

 

Individual communion cups are ready for pick up for you to use at home. They are inside 

the front door of the parlor and may be picked up during office hours. Please help 

yourself.. You may also commune with what you have handy at home; bread, crackers, 

juice, wine, etc. 

 

Our Sunday morning 10:30am service is on our FaceBook page “Christ Evangelical 

Lutheran Church Congregation’ or catch the service on the website video tab using 

‘clcconyngham.org’. The bulletin is on the web site using the bulletin tab. 
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CHRIST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
MARCH 26, 2023 

THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
10:30am Worship Service 

 

 

PRELUDE                     “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” 

                   Charles Converse/arr. Matt Schinske                         

                                     

                                                  

                                                                                                                                                                         

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 
 

GATHERING 
 
PLEASE STAND 

 

GATHERING HYMN          “Oh. For a Thousand Tongues to Sing”  

                                                                                                                     ELW(red) #886                    

              

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who journeys with us these forty days, 

and sustains us with the gift of grace. 

C  Amen. 
 

P  Let us acknowledge before God and one another 

our need for repentance and God’s mercy. 

 
 
PLEASE KNEEL OR BE SEATED 
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Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P  Holy God, 

C  we confess to you our faults and failings. 

Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy word; 

we take for ourselves instead of giving to others; 

we spoil rather than steward your creation; 

we cause hurt though you call us to heal; 

we choose fear over compassion. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 

as we seek to follow in your way of life. 

Amen. 
 

P  Hear the good news: 

God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, 

so that all may receive life. 

This promise is for you! 

God embraces you with divine mercy, 

☩forgives you in Christ’s name, 

and revives you in the Spirit’s power. 

C  Amen. 

 
PLEASE STAND 

 

GREETING 
 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you 
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KYRIE 

 

 PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 
A Let us pray.  

Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. Breathe 

upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve 

you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
PLEASE BE SEATED 

 
 

WORD 

 
A READING FROM EZEKIEL 

 

Ezekiel 37:1-14 
Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones is a promise that Israel as a nation, though dead in 

exile, will live again in their land through God’s life-giving spirit. Three times Israel is assured 

that through this vision they will know that “I am the LORD.” 
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1The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD 

and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2He led me all around them; there 

were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3He said to me, “Mortal, can these 

bones live?” I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” 4Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these 

bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. 5Thus says the Lord GOD to 

these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6I will lay sinews on you, and 

will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall 

live; and you shall know that I am the LORD.” 

 7So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a 

noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8I looked, and there were sinews 

on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in 

them. 9Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus 

says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they 

may live.” 10I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, 

and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 
11Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our 

bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ 12Therefore prophesy, and 

say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from 

your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13And you shall know 

that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. 
14I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then 

you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act, says the LORD.” 

 

L  The Word of the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

L  Please join in reading the Psalm - Congregation responses are in bold type 

 

Psalm 130 
I wait for you, O LORD; in your word is my hope. (Ps. 130:5) 

 

 1Out of the depths 

  I cry to you, O LORD; 

 2O LORD, hear my voice! 

  Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication. 

 3If you were to keep watch over sins, 

  O LORD, who could stand? 



 

 

7 

 

 

  

 4Yet with you is forgiveness, 

  in order that you may be feared.  

 5I wait for you, O LORD; my soul waits; 

  in your word is my hope. 

 6My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch for the morning, 

  more than those who keep watch for the morning. 

 7O Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is steadfast love; 

  with the LORD there is plenteous redemption. 

 8For the LORD shall redeem Israel 

  from all their sins.  

 

 

A READING FROM ROMANS 
 

Romans 8:6-11 

For Paul, Christian spirituality entails living in the reality of the Holy Spirit. The driving force 

behind our actions and values is not our sinful desire for self-satisfaction but the very Spirit by 

which God raised Jesus from the dead and will also raise us from the dead. 

 
6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 

7For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s 

law—indeed it cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

 9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in 

you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in 

you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the 

Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead 

will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 

 

L  The Word of the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PLEASE STAND 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

  
THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN THE 11th CHAPTER 

 

 
John 11:1-45 
Jesus is moved to sorrow when his friend Lazarus falls ill and dies. Then, in a dramatic scene, he 

calls his friend out of the tomb and restores him to life. 

 
1Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 

Martha. 2Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; 

her brother Lazarus was ill. 3So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is 

ill.” 4But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s 

glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 5Accordingly, though Jesus loved 

Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days 

longer in the place where he was. 

 7Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8The disciples said 

to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” 
9Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not 

stumble, because they see the light of this world. 10But those who walk at night stumble, because 

the light is not in them.” 11After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, 

but I am going there to awaken him.” 12The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, 

he will be all right.” 13Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he 

was referring merely to sleep. 



 

 

9 

 

 

  

 14Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 15For your sake I am glad I was not 

there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to 

his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 

 17When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 
18Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19and many of the Jews had come to 

Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. 20When Martha heard that Jesus was 

coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 21Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you 

had been here, my brother would not have died. 22But even now I know that God will give you 

whatever you ask of him.” 23Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 

 24Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 
25Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they 

die, will live, 26and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 
27She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming 

into the world.” 
28When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, 

“The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29And when she heard it, she got up quickly and 

went to him. 30Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha 

had met him. 31The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly 

and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 
32When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if 

you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the 

Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34He 

said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35Jesus began to 

weep. 36So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37But some of them said, “Could not he who 

opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” 
38Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was 

lying against it. 39Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to 

him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” 40Jesus said to her, 

“Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” 41So they took away the 

stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42I knew that 

you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may 

believe that you sent me.” 43When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come 

out!” 44The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face 

wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 

 45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, 

believed in him. 

 

P The Gospel of the Lord.  
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PLEASE BE SEATED 

 

SERMON                                                                                                      Pastor Lupole 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
PLEASE STAND 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                    “I Am the Bread of Life”               ELW (red) #485         

 

 

APOSTLES' CREED  
P Let us join in confessing our faith using the words of the Apostle’s Creed. 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the Virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried; 

  he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

  he ascended into heaven, 

  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 
A Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of 

creation. 

A brief silence. 



 

 

11 

 

 

  

A  You have breathed into us the breath of life. Enliven your church. Deepen our 

partnerships with our companion churches around the globe and bless the work of 

missionaries who accompany them. Merciful God,  

C  receive our prayer. 

A Your spirit brings life to creation. Enliven the natural world and restore ecosystems in 

need of healing. Uplift prophetic voices that turn us to the needs of the soil beneath our 

feet and the air all around. Merciful God, 

C  receive our prayer. 

A You redeem the world and its peoples. Free us from systems of oppression. Unbind 

nations and societies from the sins of racism, sexism, and homophobia. Raise up leaders 

at all levels of government who work to promote the dignity of every human life. 

Merciful God, 

C  receive our prayer. 

A  You weep when we weep. Be present with those who grieve or who are troubled by 

illness. You hear us when we call to you. Deliver us from the depths of our despair, and 

free us from the worries that bind us. Especially we pray for all those on our prayer list 

and others we hold in our hearts. Merciful God, 

C  receive our prayer. 

A  Your Spirit of life dwells in our assembly. Bless the music ministries of this congregation 

and all who lead us in hymns of praise and thanksgiving and in songs of lament and 

prayer. Merciful God, 

C  receive our prayer. 

A You are the resurrection and the life. Even though we die, we will live. With 

thanksgiving, we remember all your saints who now live in your eternal love. Merciful 

God, 

C  receive our prayer. 

P   We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise to 

renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C  Amen. 

 

MEAL 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE  

 
P   The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 

Please greet each other as you are comfortable. 
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PLEASE BE SEATED 
 
 
 
OFFERING 
 
 
 
ANTHEM       “Create in Me a Clean Heart”               Mary Lynn Lightfoot 

  
                            
                                                    
PLEASE STAND 

     
 
 
                                                                                                                      
OFFERTORY  
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OFFERTORY PRAYER   

 

A  In thanksgiving for our offerings, let us pray. 

God of good gifts, 

receive these and all our offerings 

as we present them in faithful service 

for the sake of your gospel. 

Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal 

as you pour out your very presence 

through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. 

C  Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy...we praise your name and join their unending                   

hymn 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 
P  Holy God, 

our living Water and our merciful Guide, 

together with rivers and seas, wells and springs 

we bless and magnify you. 

You led your people Israel through the desert, 

and provided them water from the rock. 

We praise you for Christ, our Rock and our Water, 

who joined us in our desert, 

pouring out his life for the world. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Remembering, therefore, 

his life, death, and resurrection, 

we await your salvation for all this thirsty world. 

Pour out your Spirit on this holy food 

and on all the baptized gathered for this feast: 

wash away our sin, 

that we may be revived for our journey by the love of Christ. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 

in your holy Church, 

both now and forever. 

 

C  Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

P  Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

 

C Our Father, who art in heaven,  

  hallowed be thy name,  

  thy kingdom come,  

  thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

  and forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

  and lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

  forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P  Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness. 

 

COMMUNION 
 

 
 
PLEASE BE SEATED 
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HOLY COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 

 

Those using the pre-filled communion elements and the people on Facebook will take 

communion first. Please stand when instructed to receive the elements and then be 

seated. Those taking communion from the altar will receive next. Proceed forward 

from your pew toward the altar. The Lectern side (right side facing the altar) will go 

first, then the Pulpit side (left side facing the altar) will follow. Pick up an empty 

communion cup as you approach, or use a cup filled with grape juice. Receive the 

bread and eat the wafer, then the assistant will fill your cup with wine and drink. 

Deposit empty cups in the bowls provided on the way back to your pews and be seated. 

If you need a gluten-free wafer, come forward with your arms crossed in front of you. 

 
 
 
 
 
COMMUNION HYMN                          “Here Is Bread”                     ELW(red) #483 
 
 
 
 
AFTER ALL, HAVE RECEIVED PLEASE STAND 

 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

 
P  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in His grace. 

C Amen.  
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CANTICLE

 
 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
A Embodied God, 

at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. 

With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise, 

empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors 

and touch the world with your love. 

 C Amen. 
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BLESSING   
 

P  God, the giver of love, 

☩ Christ, the resurrection and the life, 

and the Holy Spirit of rebirth 

bless you in this Lenten journey. 

C          Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN                            “You Are the Way”                      ELW(red) # 758                                           
                                    
                                                                         

DISMISSAL 

P     Go in peace. Serve in love. 

C    Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE                  “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”                   Paul Manz                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
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The flowers are offered to the glory of God by Helen Badamo in memory of Anthony Badamo. 

The bulletins are offered to the glory of God. 

 

Worship Helpers 

Acolyte   Julia Bobrowsky  
Asst. Minister  Cindy Thorne 
Reader   Marian Jaxheimer 
Comm. Asst.   Rosalie Wright 
Ushers   Tom & Jessica Thorne 
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Calendar of Events for the Week of March 26, 2023 

 

Monday-  5:00pm Karate 

Tuesday -  9:00am Stephen Ministry Training  

Wednesday-    6:00pm Lenten Covered Dish, Discussion & Devotions 

Thursday –  1:00pm Choir Rehearsal 

5:00pm Karate 

  6:30pm AA Meeting 

Friday-  

Saturday-      

 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUR PRAYER LIST 

 

Betty Lou, Shirley, Jean, Wilma, Dawn, Bob, Betsy, George, Barbara, Patt, Dennis, 

Viola, Sandy, Maryanne, Rich, Eileen, Justin, Samantha, Emily, Nancy, Kim, Rob, Ed, 

Dick, Frank, Rodney, Pauline, Dave, Anita, Jorge, Alex, Clete, Sue, Alma, Chuck, Tom, 

Josh, Dawn, Scarlet, Violet, Seth, Tony, Al, Jarrod, Bridger, Madison, Brandon, Corey, 

Amanda, John, Emma, Glen, Patti, Tom, Judi and Bob. A copy of the prayer list is on the 

bulletin board in the parlor for you to take home. 

 

 

PASTORAL CARE 

 

If you are in need of pastoral care or wish a visit, please contact the church office at 570-

788-1572, email clccony@ptd.net. In case of emergencies, you can also reach Cindy at 

570-788-3708 or 570-579-7732 or Pastor Lupole at 570-708-1690. 

 

 

Next Weekend:                                                                                 APRIL 1 & 2, 2023 

SUNDAY OF THE PASSION/PALM SUNDAY 

Saturday Worship at 5:00pm 

Sunday Worship NO 8:00am - 10:30am ONLY 

Sunday School at 9:15am 
 

mailto:clccony@ptd.net
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GIVE IT UP FOR LENT! 

Wednesday Evenings from 6:00 to 7:30 

Why do we (or don’t we) give something up for Lent? After a wonderful covered dish 

dinner we will explore reasons to make sacrifices (or not) and then look to scripture for 

examples of giving something up and what, if anything, might replace what we have lost. 

Each week we will end with brief evening devotions. 

Everyone is invited to attend! If, for any reason, you are unable to attend the meal, please 

consider participating in the discussion and worship which will start about 6:30. It’s okay 

if you can’t attend every Wednesday, come when you can for an evening of good 

fellowship, interesting discussions, and calming devotions. 

 

March 29, 2023 Zacchaeus Gives In  Luke 19:1-10 

April 5, 2023           Peter Gives Up-Jesus Doesn’t John 18:15-27, John 21:9-19 

 

 

 

FAMILY FUN AND GAME NIGHT 

 

All are invited to attend a Family Fun & Game Night on April 16 from 5pm-?? in Roth 

Hall. This will be our third get-together and we have a really great time. Feel free to 

being your favorite game, a friend, and a snack to share. All ages are welcome-we hope 

to see you there! If you have any questions, please contact the Fryes (Chuck & Jean) at 

570-788-5700 or Deb Jones at 570-233-7675. 

 

 

 

 

EASTER LILIES 
 

Envelopes to order an Easter Lily are on the table in the parlor. Please make sure all the 

information is clear on the envelope. Cost is $12.00 per plant. Order deadline is today. 
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2023 FLOWERS AND BULLETIN SPONSOR DATES 

ARE AVAILABLE 

 

Look for the sign-up charts on the bulletin board in the parlor to choose your dates to 

sponsor. Special flower pieces need to be ordered through the office (i.e. altar piece). 

Open dates for flowers are April 30, July 23 & 30, November 12 and December 31. Open 

bulletin dates are April 16, May 21 & 28, June 4, July 2 & 23, August 27, October 15, 

November 5, 12, & 26 and December 31. 
 

 

 

 

THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS 

Thrivent members are reminded to designate their Choice Dollars to our church by 

March 31st. In 2022 our church received $1,132 in Thrivent Choice Dollars. Go to 

Thrivent.com or call 1-800-847-4836 and say ‘Choice Dollars’ at the prompt. 

 

 

WILLING WORKERS 

 

The Willing Workers will meet on Tuesday, April 11 at 1:00pm for our regular meeting. 

Following our meeting, Marty Kellow will be giving a presentation on Current Trends in 

Antiques and Collectibles.  Marty will provide an overview of items that are currently 

valuable in the world of collecting, as well as addressing collecting areas that have lost 

value in recent years.  Marty is not a licensed appraiser and will not provide appraisals of 

any items.  However, feel free to bring along a cherished treasure you may have to see 

where it fits in the world of antiques and collectibles!  All women of the church are 

invited to attend. For more information, contact Deb Jones at 570-233-7675 or 

msjonesncc@gmail.com 
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LUTHERAN DISASTER RESPSONSE 

LDR is accepting donations for the recent earthquake in Turkey & Syria. Donations may 

be sent to: 

Lutheran Disaster Response 

P. O. Box 1809 

Merrifield, VA 22116-8009 

 

 

 

BREAKFAST EVENT AT VALLEY VETS 

 

An All-You-Can Eat Breakfast will be held at the Post on 75 Banks Ave. on Sunday April 

16th from 7am-Noon. Cost is $10.00. 

 

 

 

EMMAUS ROAD DRIVERS NEEDED! 

We are in dire need of drivers to take our travelers to grocery stores, the Valley Food Pantry, and 

to routine medical appointments. Some of our most dedicated drivers are unavailable due to 

having surgery, physical rehab or other acute health issues or needing some time off the roster to 

be family caregivers. We need a larger pool of drivers to meet the needs of those we help and also 

so as not to overload our ministry team.  

This valuable outreach ministry which brings the Gospel to life out in the community could 

possibly collapse if we do not increase driver availability.  Please consider if the Spirit is calling 

you to work with us to help provide access to food and medical services for those who have no or 

very limited access to transportation.  

To find out more or request an application, call or email Brother Fred at 570-788-6098 or 

f3jaxheimer@gmail.com. 
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STEPHEN MINISTRY 

 
Over the last few weeks, the Stephen Minister trainees have been learning about the process 

which will enable them to assist their care receivers.  “A Process Approach to Caring,” provided 

the key understanding that the most effective care giving happens when we focus on the process 

of care—not the results we hope to see. Stephen Ministers don’t fix the care receiver’s problems; 

instead, they continue providing the best possible care while relying on God to bring about the 

results.  We learned about “Assertiveness: Relating Gently and Firmly” which explored the 

Biblical foundation of assertiveness.  We discussed and applied the principles of the book 

Speaking the Truth in Love: How to Be an Assertive Christian, which used Jesus as the model for 

assertive behavior. Our next topics covered “Maintaining Boundaries in Caregiving,” “Crisis 

Theory and Practice,” and “Confidentiality.”  These topics are essential to Stephen Ministry as we 

learned about the importance of boundaries to protect ourselves and our care receivers while 

ensuring the best possible care, how the effects of a crisis affect people’s lives and how to help 

them move through the crisis toward greater wholeness, and the importance of confidentiality in 

order to build a safe environment of trust and acceptance between the Stephen Minister and the 

care receiver. 

Please continue to keep our trainees, Stephen Ministers, and Stephen Leaders in your prayers as 

they continue to learn to be equipped to bring Christ’s care to hurting people and continue to lift 

them up as they nurture their gifts and expand their knowledge as they grow in their ability to 

provide caring ministry on behalf of our congregation.  Please contact Deb Jones at 

msjonesncc@gmail.com or 570-233-7675 for information on Stephen Ministry. 
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