
 

 

NOVEMBER 27, 2022 

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

CHRIST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
467 MAIN ST., P. O. BOX 494 

CONYNGHAM, PA 18219 

            

 
 

REV. DEBORAH STANISZEWSKI– PASTOR 

Patterson Derr - Minister of Music/Treasurer  
Cynthia Derr – Church Secretary/Congregation Council Secretary  

Sexton – Margie Yost 
Congregation Council – Helen Badamo, Julia Bobrowski, Joyce Bradbury, Donna Broadt, 

Jean Frye, Dave Getz, Deb Jones, Marty Kellow, Scott Steiner, Jessica Thorne(vice-

president), Ken Welsh (president), Mike Ziegler 

 

Church Office - 788-1572 
Fax – 570-788-2686         email - clccony@ptd.net 

clcpicstogo@gmail.com 

web site - clcconyngham.org             

 Facebook - Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church Conyngham 

NEPA Synod web page -nepasynod.org 
 

Weekly Worship:  Saturday @ 5:00pm 

Sunday @ 8:00am & 10:30am 

Sunday School @ 9:15am 
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Welcome in the name of Christ, whose church this is! If you are seeking a church home, 

please notify the church office. Contact information is on the front of the bulletin. 

 

To contact Pastor Deb, please call or text her cell @ 570-350-5115. 

 

FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE: Hearing Assistive Devices are located on the table at 

the entrance to the worship space. An ADA Compliant restroom and changing station are 

located in the entrance hallway. A first aid kit, water, juice, and snacks are in the 

kitchenette adjacent to the Parlor (main entrance room). 

 

ABOUT COMMUNION: We are observing communion at the altar. You may still use 

the pre-filled communion sets if you are more comfortable. During worship you will be 

instructed when to partake of the elements. 

 

FOR SECURITY: During worship, only the upper-level main entrance doors are open- 

all other doors are locked.  

 

Have any questions? An usher will be glad to help you!  

 

Our Congregation Council has decided that each of us should use our own 

discretion as to personal choice when wearing masks. You may worship from your car 

in the parking lot at 90.1FM on your radio. 

 

Individual communion cups for you to use at home may be picked up during office hours. 

Please help yourself. If you cannot come to the church during the hours posted, please 

call the church office (570-788-1572) to make other arrangements. You may also 

commune with what you have handy at home: bread, crackers, juice, wine, etc. 

 

Our Sunday morning 10:30am service is on our Facebook page “Christ Evangelical 

Lutheran Church Congregation’ or catch the service on the website video tab using 

‘clcconyngham.org’. The bulletin is on the web site using the bulletin tab. 
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MISSION STATEMENT 
Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church is a redeemed family of God’s people empowered 
by the Holy Spirit to proclaim the love of God in Jesus Christ in this community and in 
the world. 
As an active and growing congregation, we share ourselves, our time, and our 
possessions to serve the Lord by serving others. 
Inspired in worship, nurtured through teaching, supported with fellowship, and 
strengthened by prayer, we reach out to others with the Gospel, now and in future 
generations. 

 

CHRIST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
NOVEMBER 27, 2022 

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
8:00am & 10:30am Worship Services 

 

 

PRELUDE               “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”                                                                         

Rowland Prichard/arr. Mark Hayes          

                                      

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 
GATHERING 

 
PLEASE STAND 

 

GATHERING HYMN                  “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers                                                                                                                                        
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P  Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, 

who alone does wondrous things. 

C  Blessed be God’s name forever. 

Amen. 
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P  Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. 

Let us confront our sins, 
and confess them to the one who is merciful and just. 

 
PLEASE KNEEL OR BE SEATED 
 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P  God of new beginnings, 

C we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. 

We have strayed from your paths. 

We prepare for war instead of peace. 
We dishonor one another and your creation. 

Purify us with your refining fire 

and set us again on your way of love, 
that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, 

and welcome your coming among us. 

Amen. 
 

P  People of God, 

a new thing is growing in our midst, 

a tender branch, 

a living sign. 

By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. 

You have put on ☩ Christ, 

and your sins have been washed away. 

Rejoice in the way of the Lord. 

C  Amen. 

 
PLEASE STAND 

 

GREETING 
 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 
A Let us pray.  

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from the 
threatening dangers of our sins and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for 

you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
PLEASE BE SEATED 

 

BLESSING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

 
P  We praise you, O God, for this evergreen crown 

that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent. 
As we light the first candle on this wreath, 

rouse us from sleep, that we may be ready to greet our Lord 

when he comes with all the saints and angels. 
Enlighten us with your grace, 

and prepare our hearts to welcome him with joy. 

Grant this through Christ our Lord, 

whose coming is certain and whose day draws near. 

C  Amen. 

 
 

WORD 

 
A READING FROM ISAIAH 

Isaiah 2:1-5 
The visionary message presented in this reading focuses on a future day when God establishes a 

universal reign of peace. Divine decisions will make war obsolete, and the worshiping community 
responds: “Let us walk in the light of that Lord now!” 

 
1The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 

 2In days to come 
  the mountain of the LORD’s house 

 shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 

  and shall be raised above the hills; 
 all the nations shall stream to it. 
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  3Many peoples shall come and say, 

 “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 

  to the house of the God of Jacob; 
 that he may teach us his ways 

  and that we may walk in his paths.” 

 For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 
  and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 

 4He shall judge between the nations, 

  and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 

 they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
  and their spears into pruning hooks; 

 nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 

  neither shall they learn war any more. 
 5O house of Jacob, 

  come, let us walk 

  in the light of the LORD! 

 
L  The Word of the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God. 

 
 

L  Please join in reading the Psalm - Congregation responses are in bold type 

 

Psalm 122 
I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the LORD.” (Ps. 122:1) 

 
 1I was glad when they said to me, 

  “Let us go to the house of the LORD.” 

 2Now our feet are standing 
  within your gates, O Jerusalem. 

 3Jerusalem is built as a city 

  that is at unity with itself; 

 4to which the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD, 
  the assembly of Israel, to praise the name of the LORD.  

 5For there are the thrones of judgment, 

  the thrones of the house of David. 
 6Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: 

  “May they prosper who love you. 
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 7Peace be within your walls 

  and quietness within your towers. 

 8For the sake of my kindred and companions, 
  I pray for your prosperity. 

 9Because of the house of the LORD our God, 

  I will seek to do you good.”  

 

 

A READING FROM ROMANS 

Romans 13:11-14 
Paul compares the advent of Christ to the coming of dawn. We live our lives today in light of 

Christ’s coming in the future. 
 

11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from 

sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the night is far gone, 
the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let us 

live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and 

licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make 
no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

 

L  The Word of the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God. 

 

 
PLEASE STAND 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   
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THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. MATTHEW THE 24th CHAPTER 

 

 
Matthew 24:36-44 
Jesus describes his second coming as a sudden, turbulent event that will bring about deep change 
to our normal, day-to-day lives. Therefore, he urges people to stay awake, be aware, and wait 

expectantly, because the Son of Man will come unannounced. 

 
Jesus said to the disciples, 36“About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of 

heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of 

the Son of Man. 38For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying 

and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39and they knew nothing until the 
flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two 

will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 41Two women will be grinding meal 

together; one will be taken and one will be left. 42Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on 
what day your Lord is coming. 43But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in 

what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let 

his house be broken into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an 
unexpected hour.” 
 

P The Gospel of the Lord.  

 
PLEASE BE SEATED 

 

SERMON                                                                                             Pastor Staniszewski 
 

PLEASE STAND 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY               “Come Now, O Prince of Peace”               
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APOSTLES' CREED  
P Let us join in confessing our faith using the words of the Apostle’s Creed. 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the Virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried; 

  he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

  he ascended into heaven, 

  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

A As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that 

yearns for new hope. 
A brief silence. 

A  God of all, your children everywhere cry out for mercy. Awaken the global church to the 

urgent needs of our time. Break down barriers of culture and custom and unite people of 

all faiths in your redemptive and healing work. God, in your mercy, 
C  hear our prayer. 

A God of wonder, the earth’s beauty and abundance is your gift. Teach us your ways of 

sharing resources and caring for life. Guard fragile habitats, preserve the wild places, and 

protect endangered plants and animals. God, in your mercy, 

C  hear our prayer. 

A  God of peace, you judge the nations. Beat our weapons into tools for serving the 

neighbor. Strengthen the resolve of all who work for an end to war. We pray for lasting 
peace in the land of Jesus’. God, in your mercy, 

C  hear our prayer. 
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A  God of lovingkindness, you desire fullness of life for everyone. Fill those who hunger. 

Comfort the grieving and attend to those near death. Bring help and hope to any who are 
sick or needing your care. Especially we pray for Betty Lou, Shirley, Jean, Wilma, Dawn, 

Bob, Betsy, George, Barbara, Rodney, Pauline, Patt, Dennis, Viola, Gail, Sandy, 

Maryanne, Rich, Eileen, Justin, Samantha, Emily, Nancy, Kim, Sandee, Rob, Ed, Dick, 
Sandy, Frank, Dave, Anita, Jorge, Alex, Clete, Sandy, Sue, Dottie, Alma, Chuck, Tom, 

Josh, Dawn, Scarlet, Violet, Seth, Marie, Tony and Bishop deForest.. God, in your 

mercy, 
C  hear our prayer. 

A  God of community, you are present when we gather in your name. Guide congregations 

in transition or conflict. Give wisdom to congregational councils, call committees, and 

ministry leaders. Keep us alert to unexpected opportunities for mission. God, in your 

mercy, 

C  hear our prayer. 

A  God of promise, your goodness is everlasting. We give thanks for the lives of the faithful 

who now rest in you. We trust that you will bring us into the company of all the saints 
with rejoicing. God, in your mercy, 

C  hear our prayer. 

.P   God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and 

join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray. 

C  Amen. 

 

 

MEAL 

SHARING OF THE PEACE  

 
P   The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 

Please greet each other as you are comfortable. 
 
 
 
 
PLEASE BE SEATED 
 
 
OFFERING 
 
 
ANTHEM                                         “He Will Come”                       John L.  Bell                    

                                 
PLEASE STAND 
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OFFERTORY  

 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER   
 

A  In thanksgiving for our offerings, let us pray. 

Eternal God, 

you make the desert bloom 
and send springs of water to thirsty ground. 

Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, 

and make us messengers of your mercy and love 

for all in need of your healing and justice. 
We ask this through Christ our Savior. 

C  Amen. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give him thanks and praise.  

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy...we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn:  
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 
P  Holy God, the Beginning and the End, 

our Salvation and our Hope, 

we praise you for creating a world of order and beauty. 

When we brought on chaos, cruelty and despair, 
you sent the prophets to proclaim your justice and mercy. 

At this end of the ages 

your Son Jesus came to bring us your love 

and to heal all the suffering world. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

         Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
Remembering, therefore, 

his life, death, and resurrection, 

we await his coming again 
in righteousness and peace. 

Send your Spirit on us 

and on this bread and wine we share: 

strengthen our faith, 
increase our hope, 

and bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 

in your holy Church, 

both now and forever. 

C  Amen 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

P  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 

C Our Father, who art in heaven,  

  hallowed be thy name,  

  thy kingdom come,  

  thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

  and forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

  and lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

  forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P  Be strong, do not fear! 

Here is your God, who has come to save you. 

 

COMMUNION 

 
PLEASE BE SEATED 
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HOLY COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION  

 

Those using the pre-filled communion elements and the people on Facebook will take 

communion first. Please stand when instructed to receive the elements and then be 

seated. Those taking communion from the altar will receive next. Proceed forward 

from your pew toward the altar. The Lectern side (right side facing the altar) will go 

first, then the Pulpit side (left side facing the altar) will follow. Pick up an empty 

communion glass as you approach, or use a cup filled with grape juice. Receive the 

bread and eat the wafer, then the assistant will fill your cup with wine and drink. 

Deposit empty cups in the bowls provided on the way back to your pews and be seated. 

If you need a gluten-free wafer, come forward with your arms crossed in front of you. 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

 
P  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in His grace. 

C Amen.  

 

CANTICLE 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
A Faithful God, 

in this meal you have remembered your mercy, 

bringing heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ. 
As we wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled, 

sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. 

Guide us toward your promised future, 

coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 

 C Amen. 

 

SENDING 
 
BENEDICTION 

P God the eternal Word, 

who dwells with us in Jesus, 

and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 

C  Amen 

 

SENDING HYMN                “Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding!”                             

Page 22 of bulletin        

                                          
P  Go in peace. Christ is near. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE                                           “Album Leaf”                             Gordon Young 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission 
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #44030. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  

OneLicense  A721789: Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service 

 

The flowers are offered to the glory of God by Sue, Lynn, Alyssa & Kayla Oliver in memory of 

Johnnie Oliver. 

The bulletins are offered to the glory of God by Anita Urso in memory of Sal. 
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Worship Helpers 

8:00am service 
Asst Minister  Russ Nyblade 

Reader   Barry Simmons 

Comm. Asst.  Barry Simmons 
Ushers   Rusty & Linda Beishline 
9:30am Service 
Acolyte   Hadley Brutosky 
Asst. Minister  Rosemarie Michalesko 
Reader   Jo Cvammen 
Comm. Asst.   Betty Anne Bernstein 
Ushers   Archie & Beth Topolski 
 

Calendar of Events for the Week of November 27, 2022 

 

Monday-  5:00pm Karate 

Tuesday -   

Wednesday-                

Thursday –  9:00am Quilting Group 

  9:00am Living Nativity Costume Set-up/other tasks 

  1:00pm Choir Rehearsal 

Friday  

Saturday-    8:00am Living Nativity Set-up 

        5:00pm-7:00pm Living Nativity 

Sunday -  3:00pm Living Nativity Set-up 

     5:00pm – 7:00pm  Living Nativity 

 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Weekend:                                                                            December 3 & 4, 2022 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

NO Saturday Worship Service  

Sunday Worship Services 8:00am & 10:30am 

Sunday School at 9:15am 
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2023 GIVING ENVELOPES ARE IN THE PARLOR. 

PLEASE PICK UP YOUR PACKET. 

 
 

POINSETTIAS AND HUNGER APPEAL DONATIONS 

SOUGHT FOR CHRISTMAS 

 
Orders for poinsettias are now being taken. There will NOT be a sign-up sheet. Please 

use the envelopes from the basket on the table in the narthex. Make sure the information 

on the envelope is complete and clear. Place it in the offering plate or return to the church 

office. Fifty poinsettias will be purchased, and the balance of money received will go to 

the Hunger Appeal. All gifts will be listed in the bulletin on Christmas Eve. The cost of a 

poinsettia is $10.00, but any amount of your donation is appreciated. All donations must 

be in the church office by Sunday December 11th. 

 

 

2023 CALENDARS ARE AVAILABLE 

 

The 2023 Calendar of Word and Season is available to pick-up in the parlor. Please 

help yourself. Our calendars are sponsored again this year by Krapf & Hughes Funeral 

Home and Crematory. Our thanks to them. 
 

 

MEET & GREET 

 

The Boock Family invited members, friends and family to a meet and greet with Kristen, 

Jason and Arthur on Saturday November 26th from 1-4pm in Roth Hall. There will be 

light refreshments 

 

 

 

THRIVING CONGREGATIONS TEAM MEMBERS 

 

Pastor Deb, Lew Dryfoos, Mike Ziegler, Ashley Marsicano, Fred Jaxheimer, Tom Boock, 

Russ Nyblade and Tyler Russell 
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LUTHERAN DISASTER RESPONSE 

 

Funds are being raised to help the current hurricane victims. You may donate to:  

Lutheran Disaster Response 

P. O. Box 1809 

Merrifield, VA 22116-8009 

Give by phone at 800-638-8009 or online 

earmark: ‘Hurricanes” 

If you write a check to our church please designate ’Lutheran Disaster Response” 

 

 

Stephen Ministry 

 

Ministry is not just the role of the clergy—the opportunity and responsibility has been 

given to all Christians.  God gives spiritual gifts to each of us-faith, mercy, teaching the 

faith, encouragement, and listening.  We pass these gifts along by using them to serve 

others.  Do one or more of these gifts describe you? Are you a caring, compassionate 

person?  Are you a good listener?  Do you enjoy helping those in need?  If your answer is 

yes, please consider becoming a Stephen Minister. 

 

We are actively looking for people to train as Stephen Ministers. Training will be on 

Tuesdays from 6:30 PM -8:30 PM beginning in January and ending in May.  New 

Stephen Ministers will be commissioned in May which will allow them to be assigned a 

care receiver.  The Stephen Minister then meets with his/her care receiver once a week 

for an hour for as long as the care receiver needs this ministry.  A Stephen Minister also 

meets for supervision and continuing education twice a month after commissioning. 

 

Our current Stephen Ministers have begun to meet some of the needs of our congregation 

and we thank God for the gift of their ministry.  Their training has given them the 

knowledge and skills to provide one-to-one Christian care to those in need.  But more 

Stephen Ministers are needed to minister care receivers in our congregation.  Please pray 

for the Holy Spirit to move those to serve as Stephen Ministers and keep your heart open 

to God’s calling for yourself to hear God’s call.  To learn more, feel free to talk with 

Marty Kellow, Anita Urso, Deb Jones, or Pastor Deb about Stephen Ministry training and 

being matched to a care receiver.  You can contact any of these people through the church 

office. 



 

 

20 

 

 

  
 



 

 

21 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

22 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

23 

 

 

  

THE DATES ARE SET AND HELP IS NEEDED 

 

Our annual Living Nativity will be held Saturday December 3rd & Sunday 

December 4th from 5pm-7pm each evening. 

 

Sign-up sheets are on the table in the parlor for the many areas where help is needed 

along with the poster boards for the scenes on the bulletin board in the back of the 

church. 

 

 

MARK THESE DATES! 

 

SET-UP:   

Saturday December 3rd at 8am 

Sunday December 4th at 3pm 

 

CLEAN-UP: 

Saturday December 3rd at 7pm 

Sunday December 4th at 7pm 

 

 

FINAL CLEAN-UP: 

Saturday December 10th at 9am 

 

 

COSTUMES AND OTHER JOBS: 

Thursday December 1st at 9am 

 

Please mark your calendars and see where you can help before, during and after the  

Living Nativity 

 

PARTICIPANTS: PLEASE ARRIVE 1/2 HOUR BEFORE YOUR SHIFT TO GET 

INTO COSTUME 

 

 PARK AT THE UCC CHURCH LOT ACROSS THE STREET! 


