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Mission

So Noah went out with his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives. And every animal, every
creeping thing, and every bird, everything that moves on the earth, went out of the ark by
families…. God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you

and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: I have set my bow in
the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth.” 

(Genesis 8:18-19; 9:12-13)
 

Following the flood – a disaster horrific in scope and cause – God brought forth a
time and a place, where healing and renewal could begin. Camp Noah is a
ministry, carrying on in God’s covenantal promises of care and life, especially for
families and especially for children whose loved ones may no longer be there to
protect and nurture them. The “ark” that gets built, comes in the form of
congregations and volunteers, along with professionals in counseling and in faith,
who create a safe and supportive environment – where, for a day or a week,
children can gather to run and play, draw and paint, sing and listen, pray and build
new connections of love and care, new trust that God loves them and that the
future can be better, brighter and bolder than the past. Christ is the rainbow and
the rock, that provides new colors to paint and safe waters to drink and to splash
in, without fear of drowning in grief and despair. As the Northeastern
Pennsylvania Synod, we are honored and grateful to take part in this life-giving
ministry, offering our resources, our time and our spaces, to make a bright new
day for these kids, these families, and “for all future generations."    
                                         + Bishop Christopher deForest
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Have you ever felt overwhelmed and
unable to cope with a situation? There
have been times during covid that many
have felt that way—worry about those
who were sick—concerned for families
who had lost someone. It was hard
enough for adults—but what about
children? Camp Noah is a Lutheran
camping organization run out of
Minnesota that provides weeklong camp
experiences for children who have
experienced traumatizing natural disasters
like tornados, floods, hurricanes—and
covid. This past summer, just such a
camp was held in Oley, PA. Camp Noah
provided a week of fun and engaging
experiences through books, crafts, music,
art, and games that allowed kids to
express their feelings and concerns
regarding covid. One young camper said,
“this camp has been a
blessing.” And it was! Everyone involved
—including adult volunteers—felt the
healing presence of God among them!
Thank you to the many congregations
whose Mission Support dollars to the
Northeast Pennsylvania Synod provided
grant money to help fund Camp Noah. It
really was a blessing to all!
+ Pastor Julie Osterhout, 
Trinity Lutheran-Wernersville


