OCTOBER 31, 2021
REFORMATION DAY

CHRIST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
467 MAIN ST., P. O. BOX 494

CONYNGHAM, PA 18219

REV. DEBORAH TAYLOR - PASTOR
Patterson Derr - Minister of Music/Treasurer
Cynthia Derr – Church Secretary/Congregation Council Secretary
Sexton – Margie Yost
Congregation Council – Helen Badamo, Joyce Bradbury, Donna Broadt, Tom DeRemer
(vice-president), Jean Frye, Dave Getz, Deb Jones, Marty Kellow, Jessica Thorne, Ken
Welsh (president), Mike Ziegler

Church Office - 788-1572
Fax – 570-788-2686
email - clccony@ptd.net
clcpicstogo@gmail.com
web site - clcconyngham.org
Facebook - Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church Conyngham
NEPA Synod web page -nepasynod.org
Weekly Worship:

Saturday @ 5:00pm
Sunday @ 8:00am & 10:30am
Sunday School @ 9:15am
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Welcome in the name of Christ, whose church this is! If you are seeking a church home,
please notify the church office. Contact information is on the front of the bulletin.
To contact Pastor Deb, please call or text her cell @ 570-350-5115.
FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE: Hearing Assistive Devices are located on the table at
the entrance to the worship space. An ADA Compliant restroom and changing station are
located in the entrance hallway. A first aid kit, water, juice and snacks are in the
kitchenette adjacent to the Parlor (main entrance room).
ABOUT COMMUNION: We are observing pew communion. Please pick-up a prefilled communion set when you enter church. During worship you will be instructed
when to partake of the elements.
FOR SECURITY: During worship, only the upper level main entrance doors are openall other doors are locked.
Have any questions? An usher will be glad to help you!
Bishop Christopher DeForest of the NEPA Synod has strongly encouraged the
wearing of masks at worship services (please see his statement). Our Congregation
Council has decided that each of us should use our own discretion as to personal
choice. Please consider wearing a mask if you are not vaccinated and everyone
practice social distancing. You may worship in the parlor (televised), courtyard
(weather permitting-audio only) and from your car in the parking lot at 90.1FM on your
radio.
Individual communion cups are ready for pick up for you to use at home. They are inside
the front door of the parlor and may be picked up during office hours. Please help
yourself. If you cannot come to the church during the hours posted, please call the church
office (570-788-1572) to make other arrangements. You may also commune with what
you have handy at home; bread, crackers, juice, wine, etc.
Our Sunday morning 10:30am service is on our FaceBook page “Christ Evangelical
Lutheran Church Congregation’ or catch the service on the website video tab using
‘clcconyngham.org’. The bulletin is on the web site using the bulletin tab
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CHRIST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
OCTOBER 31, 2021
REFORMATION DAY
8:00am & 10:30am Worship Services

PRELUDE

“A Mighty Fortress”
Martin Luther/arr. Stephen Nielson

GREETINGS/ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING
PLEASE STAND

GATHERING HYMN

“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”
Pages 21 & 22 of bulletin

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

C

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
whose teaching is life,
whose presence is sure,
and whose love is endless.
Amen.

P

Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart.

P

4
PLEASE KNEEL OR BE SEATED

Silence is kept for reflection.
P
C

God our comforter:
like lost sheep, we have gone astray.
We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity.
We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression.
We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed.
Free us from our sin, gracious God.
Listen when we call out to you for help.
Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves.
Amen.

P

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.
By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous.
Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins.
Amen.

C

PLEASE STAND

GREETING
P
C

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
A

C

Let us pray.
Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in
every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your
word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the
gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

PLEASE BE SEATED

WORD
A READING FROM JEREMIAH
Jeremiah 31:31-34
The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will expect the people to
live upright lives. To know the LORD means that one will defend the cause of the poor and needy
(Jer. 22:16). The renewed covenant is possible only because the LORD will forgive iniquity and
not remember sin. Our hope lies in a God who forgets.
31

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the
house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with their
ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that
they broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will make
with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will
write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer shall
they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from
the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember
their sin no more.
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God!
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L

Please join in reading the Psalm - Congregation responses are in bold type

Psalm 46
The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. (Ps. 46:7)
1

God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.
2
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved,
and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea;
3
though its waters rage and foam,
and though the mountains tremble with its tumult.
4
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.
5
God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken;
God shall help it at the break of day.
6
The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake;
God speaks, and the earth melts away.
7
The LORD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
8
Come now, regard the works of the LORD,
what desolations God has brought upon the earth;
9
behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world;
who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire.
10
“Be still, then, and know that I am God;
I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.”
11
The LORD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

A READING FROM ROMANS
Romans 3:19-28
Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other Reformation leaders.
No human beings make themselves right with God through works of the law. We are brought into
a right relationship with God through the divine activity centered in Christ’s death. This act is a
gift of grace that liberates us from sin and empowers our faith in Jesus Christ.
19

Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so
that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God.
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For “no human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through
the law comes the knowledge of sin.
21
But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested
by the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who
believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God;
24
they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,
25
whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did
this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins
previously committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he
justifies the one who has faith in Jesus.
27
Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No,
but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works
prescribed by the law.
20

L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God!
PLEASE STAND

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN THE 8th CHAPTER

9

John 8:31-36
Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word. He reveals the
truth that sets people free from sin.
Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are
truly my disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33They
answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do
you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?”
34
Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin.
35
The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever.
36
So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”
31

P

The Gospel of the Lord.

PLEASE BE SEATED

SERMON

Pastor Taylor

PLEASE STAND

HYMN OF THE DAY

“That Priceless Grace”

Page 22 of bulletin
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APOSTLES' CREED
P

Let us join in confessing our faith using the words of the Apostle’s Creed.

C

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen

THE PRAYERS
A

Set free from sin and death and nourished by the word of truth, we join in prayer for all of
God’s creation.
A brief silence.
A
We pray for all who long for a word of truth and for the radical grace that flows from the
cross. Inspire congregations to freely and boldly proclaim your love for all people with
persistence and hope. Hear us, O God.
C
Your mercy is great.
A
We pray for your creation, for mountains, rivers, streams, cities, homesteads, and
neighborhoods. Write in our hearts a new love and care for creation. Give us the will to
curb wasteful habits and to hold accountable those who neglect the vulnerable. Hear us,
O God.
C
Your mercy is great.
.A
We pray for all who aspire to public office and for all who will vote on Tuesday at local
polling places. Pour wisdom and understanding upon all who govern so that communities
of justice and peace may thrive. Hear us, O God.
C
Your mercy is great.
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A

C
A

C
A

C
P
C

We pray for all who long for healing in mind, body, or spirit. Especially we pray for
Betty Lou, Shirley, Jean, Wilma, Emily, Dawn, Mark, Bob, Theresa, Betsy, George,
Barbara, Dina, Joanne, Rich, Clyde, Carol, Rodney, Bonnie, Pauline, Carl, Larry, Patt,
Dennis, Viola, Janice, Gail, John, Sandy, Al, Maryanne, Janet, Rich, Deb, Vivian, Eileen,
Justin, Madelyn, Pam, Drew, Samantha, Emily, Evelyn, Bob and Sue. Strengthen
hospitals, clinics, counseling centers, nursing homes, and recovery centers to be holy
spaces of renewal that all might live the abundant life you intend. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
We pray for all who seek to grow in faith and love of you. Guide teaching and learning in
confirmation, small groups, Sunday school, youth groups, schools, seminaries, and
universities. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
We give thanks for all the saints and reformers who have gone before us who dwell in
your holy habitation. Give us courage through their example to challenge unjust systems
and work toward life-giving reformation. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Confident that you hear us, O God, we boldly place our prayers into your hands; through
Jesus Christ, our truth and life.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
P
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C
And also with you.
Please wave to each other or share the peace sign

OFFERTORY PRAYER
A

C

In thanksgiving for our offerings, let us pray.
God of abundance,
you cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna to rain from the heavens.
Accept the gifts you have first given us.
Unite them with the offering of our lives to nourish the world you love so dearly;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
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MEAL
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P
C
P
C
P
C
P

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy...we praise your name and join their unending
hymn
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
P

Holy God,
our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food,
you created a world in which all might be satisfied by your abundance.
You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life,
and fed your people Israel with manna from heaven.
You sent your Son to eat with sinners
and to become food for the world.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

C

Remembering, therefore,
his life given for us
and his rising from the grave,
we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting feast.
By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal:
strengthen us to serve all in hunger and want,
and by this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.
Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER
P

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

C

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.
Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P

All who hunger and thirst, come.
The table is ready.

COMMUNION

15

HOLY COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION
COMMUNION BLESSING
P
C

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in His grace.
Amen.

CANTICLE
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A

C

Lord of life,
in the gift of your body and blood
you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of salvation.
Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy,
bearing witness to the abundance of your love
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

SENDING
BENEDICTION
P

C

People of God,
you are Christ’s body,
bringing new life to a suffering world.
The holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN

“The Church of Christ, in Every Age”
Page 23 of bulletin

DISMISSAL
P
C

Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

“Our Refuge and Strength” (Psalm 46)
Donald Callender

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #44030.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
OneLicense A721789: Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service
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Worship Helpers
8:00am
Acolyte
Asst. Minister
Reader
Ushers
10:30am
Acolyte
Asst. Minister
Reader
Ushers

Erica Salko
Ashley Marsicano
Mary Topolski
Edna Kisenwether & Sandy Marchetti
Chayce Yazwinsky
Fred Jaxheimer
Diana Jessel
Frank & Frankie Martinelli

The flowers are offered to the glory of God by Sue Oliver for all Saints and Souls.
The bulletins are offered to the glory of God by Margie Yost in memory of loved ones.
Calendar of Events for the Week of October 31, 2021

Monday5:00pm
Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 9:00am
5:00pm
6:30pm
Friday Saturday-

NEXT WEEKEND

Karate

Quilters Group
Karate
AA Meeting

November 6 & 7, 2021

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY
Saturday Worship Service 5:00pm
Sunday Worship Services 8:00am & 10:30am
Sunday School 9:15am
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TRUNK OR TREAT
TONIGHT
FROM 6PM-8PM

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY NOVEMBER 6 & 7
Next weekend, bring a picture of your loved one(s) to place on the stand
in front of the altar in remembrance of them.

CONGREGATIONAL CARE TEAM
We are forming a Congregational Care Team here at Christ Lutheran
Church. If you are interested in taking the Sacrament of Holy Communion to
your siblings in the congregation, please call Pastor Deb or the church
office.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD – NOVEMBER 15-22
It is shoe box time again. Go to samaritanspurse,org/buildonline to fill a
shoe box from items shown on the web site, or have them fill a box for you.
If you wish to fill your own box, pick up a pamphlet from the table in the
back of the church and follow the steps there. Boxes need to be dropped off
at Faith Assembly of God church on the dates and times listed in the bak of
the church by the pamphlets. Please do not bring the boxes here to the
church.
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THANKSGIVING VALLEY FOOD
PANTRY BASKETS
Our church has been asked to provide jars of apple sauce and boxes of
macaroni for the Thanksgiving distribution. Coffee is always needed, too.
We need 110 of each of these 2 items and please have them here at our
church by Sunday November 7th!! Place your donations in the grocery cart
inside the front door. Thank you.

ADVENT DEVOTIONAL BOOKLET
WE NEED 1 WRITER!

COMMUNITY EVENTS
Pasta Dinner at St. John Bosco (take-out only) on Tuesday November 2nd
from 3pm-7pm
Annual Bazaar at Conyngham United Methodist Church on Saturday
November 6th from 9am-3pm (masks required)
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STEPHEN MINISTRY NEWS
Congratulations to Diana Jessel, Marty Kellow, and Anita Urso for being
selected as our first class of Stephen Ministers. Following the training
which begins in October, these women will be commissioned as Stephen
Ministers to carry out ministries of caring within our congregation with
people experiencing hospitalization, grief, divorce, job loss, and many other
life crises.
One of the most powerful ways of affirming our Stephen Ministers is to pray
for them. Whether you are thanking God for the gift of that person’s
presence and friendship or asking God to care for and watch over them, we
ask for your prayers as they undertake this new training.
There is a cost to training our Stephen Ministers and running our Stephen
Ministry. If you would like to donate to help defray these costs, you can
place any donations in the offering plate and mark it for Stephen
Ministry.
For
more
information,
contact
Deb
Jones
at
msjonesncc@gmail.com or 570-233-7675 or Pastor Deb.
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LIVING NATIVITY DECEMBER 4th AND 5th
5:00pm – 7:00pm each evening (note time change)
Set-up dates and times
Saturday November 27th at 9:00am
Saturday December 4th at 8:00am
Sunday December 5th at 3pm (re-set)
Costumes
Thursday December 2nd for set-out at 9:00am
Saturday December 4th and Sunday December 5th at 4:30pm to help people
get into costumes

Clean-Up
Saturday December 4th @7:00pm
Sunday December 5th at 7:00pm
Saturday December 11th at 9:00am for final clean-up

Look for sign-up sheets on the table in the back of the church for these areas
and for a WISH LIST of items needed and a COOKIES AND SNACKS sheet
for the days of the Nativity.
Sign-up poster boards for the scenes are on the bulletin board in the back of
the church.

