
C O N G R E G A T I O N A L  L E G A C Y  &  P U R P O S E

     I have to admit, I ’m a sucker for history, especially church history. I love learning
about times in the past that I’ll never get to experience, in places I can only aspire to
visit. I ’ve been fortunate to go to some of those places: I ’ve stood in churches that were
1,000 years old across Europe and marveled at the engineering, been in the cradle of
the Roman Empire, lived in New York City and Philadelphia, laid down, in the rain, in
the grass of monasteries from 800 years ago that is now in ruins. In all of these places,
I try to imagine what it was like to be part of a community from long ago. Sometimes
it’s easier than others, I know something unique about a place or I know how a
building was built, but the end is the same- I am in a place, remembering what I can
about it, being part of its history and life. 
     There is a cycle to these things. Empires come and go. Leaders and rulers come and
go. Institutions come and go. All of these life cycles, being born, going through a
growth period, living adulthood, moving into the twilight of life, and finally, death,
are all part of our lives, whether on a personal or institutional level. Part of the
incredible message of Christ’s suffering, death, and resurrection is that death does not
have the final word. However, no matter how much we try to avoid it, duck it, or deny
it, death will have a word. Jesus himself understood that the only way to resurrection
was through death - after all, if there’s no death before resurrection, what we are really
talking about is immortality, which is certainly not the Christian message.  
       These “deaths” can come in many forms in the church. Maybe it’s moving a
worship time, moving from 2 services to 1 so that the community might be one and
ministry might be effective. It may be struggling with how to do “virtual” church in the
time of a pandemic. Maybe it’s letting a go special ministry that the church can no
longer support with financial or labor. Maybe it’s giving up a building to move to a
building that fits the congregation. Maybe it’s merging or closing. 
       The truth is that none of these realities, these deaths, are easy to imagine or even
embrace. There is real grief, fear, anxiety, anger, and sadness that comes with even
thinking about them. It’s also true that we are not alone in these decisions. We do not
know what resurrection may look like, but we know that it is Christ’s promise. History
always seems short when we are the ones participating in it. Christ sees the long view
and, I think, wondering how we can participate in trying to see that long view is part
of our call as a Christian. We cannot see the end but we can think and pray about what
next, faithful steps may be. As a church, we have to start thinking about what those
faithful steps might be, both as individuals, as a church, and as a synod. 
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You are the 
light of the world

     Stacey Burke is the Lutheran Center's receptionist and the friendly voice you will most
likely hear when calling the Synod office. Her main responsibilities will be scheduling
supply pastors and maintaining the database of congregations. 
     Stacey graduated with a graphic design and TV/Film degree and plans to use her
positive attitude and creative mindset to fulfill God's work throughout the Synod office
and beyond. Being an active member at Hope Lutheran Church in Cherryville for over 30
years, Stacey has volunteered her time in various committees including youth group,
Vacation Bible School, choir, orchestra, and worship arts.
     Stacey is inspired daily by her husband Kevin and their new baby boy. They love
spending time together as a family, which also includes a cat named Duncan and a dog
named Red.  Stacey resides in Bethlehem and enjoys attending art festivals and concerts. In
her free time, Stacey likes to capture photography, play the guitar, perform in theater arts
and spend time outdoors. She is very excited to have the opportunity to join the Synod
staff, and she looks forward to growing within the Lutheran Center and watching God
inspire and work all around her.  
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      Four years ago, I had the chance to go to the Isle of Iona in Scotland and visit the Benedictine
abbey there, which is now a retreat center. Could a group of Benedictine nuns, living in the 1200’s
on a remote island of Scotland, possibly imagine that a guy from a land that had not been
discovered yet to come visit their monastery? That, I would lay down, in the rain, in the ruins of
their chapel, and imagine what it was like to worship there? 800 years ago, it would have been
simply impossible to dream. What they did do was make faithful decisions that allowed that
moment to happen and, even in the literal ruins of their communal life, there was a moment of that
community’s resurrection in my mind and heart, remembering them. As we move forward as a
church, locally and as a synod, I pray that we can make faithful, prayerful decisions that are
resurrection decisions and not immortality ones. 


