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THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD 

CHRIST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
467 MAIN ST., P. O. BOX 494 
CONYNGHAM, PA 18219 

 

  
 

REV. DEBORAH TAYLOR - PASTOR 
Patterson Derr - Minister of Music  
Cynthia Derr – Church Secretary/Congregation Council Secretary  

Sexton – Margie Yost 
Congregation Council – Helen Badamo, Joyce Bradbury, Donna Broadt, Louis DeAngelo, 

Tom DeRemer (vice-president), Jean Frye, Dave Getz, Deb Jones, Marty Kellow, Jessica 

Thorne, Ken Welsh (president), Mike Ziegler 

 

Church Office - 788-1572 

Fax – 570-788-2686         email - clccony@ptd.net 

web site - clcconyngham.org             

 Facebook - Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church Conyngham 

NEPA Synod web page -nepasynod.org 
 

Weekly Worship:  Sunday @ 9:30am 

Sunday School:  10:45am on Zoom 
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Welcome in the name of Christ, whose church this is! If you are seeking a 

church home, please notify the church office. Contact information is on the 

front of the bulletin. 

 

To contact Pastor Deb, please call or text her cell @ 570-350-5115. 

 

FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE: Hearing Assistive Devices are located on 

the table at the entrance to the worship space. An ADA Compliant restroom 

and changing station are located in the entrance hallway. A first aid kit, 

water, juice and snacks are in the kitchenette adjacent to the Parlor (main 

entrance room). 

 

ABOUT COMMUNION: We are observing pew communion. Please pick-

up a pre-filled communion set when you enter church. During worship you 

will be instructed when to partake of the elements. 

 

FOR SECURITY: During worship, only the upper level main entrance 

doors are open- all other doors are locked.  

 

Have any questions? An usher will be glad to help you!  

 

 

In accordance to the Executive Order of the Commonwealth of PA, 

CDC and ELCA guidelines of 25%, indoor capacity of 50 people 

will be seated in the sanctuary, 50 people seated in Roth Hall and 

25 people in the parlor where you can see and hear the service. 

Masks must be worn and social distancing observed. NO 

SINGING! 
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CHRIST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
MAY 16, 2021 

THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD 
 9:30amWorship Service 

 

 

PRELUDE                           “God Leads Us Along”          Young/arr. Shackley              

  

GREETINGS/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  
 

GATHERING 
 
 
PLEASE STAND 
 
       
GATHERING HYMN                            “Christ Is the King”                        ELW #662 
 
Christ is the king! O friends, rejoice; brothers and sisters with one voice 

let the world know he is our choice. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

Oh, magnify the Lord, and raise anthems of joy and holy praise 

for Christ’s brave saints of ancient days. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

O Christian women, Christian men, all the world over seek again 

the Way disciples followed then. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

Let Love’s all reconciling might your scattered companies unite 

in service to the God of light. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

So shall the church at last be one; so shall God’s will on earth be done, 

new lamps be lit, new tasks begun. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
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THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 

P  Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

C  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

P  Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, 

let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

We thank you, risen Christ, 

for these waters where you make us new, 

leading us from death to life, from tears to joy. 

We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us 

in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, 

like rains to our thirsting earth, 

like streams that revive our souls, 

like cups of cool water shared with strangers. 

Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. 

Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. 

Send us companions on our journey as we share your life. 

Make us one, risen Christ. 

Cleanse our hearts. 

Shower us with life. 

To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God, now and forever. 

C  Amen. 

 

GREETING 
 

P     The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

          and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C       And also with you 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

A  Let us pray. Almighty God, your only Son was taken into the heavens and in your 

presence intercedes for us. Receive us and our prayers for all the world, and in the end 

bring everything into your glory, through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen. 

 
PLEASE BE SEATED   
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WORD 

 
A READING FROM ACTS 

Acts 1:1-11 
Before he is lifted into heaven, Jesus promises that the missionary work of the disciples will 

spread out from Jerusalem to all the world, and that the disciples will be accompanied and 

empowered by the Holy Spirit. His words provide an outline of the book of Acts. 

 

Luke writes: 1In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught 

from the beginning 2until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions 

through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3After his suffering he presented 

himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and 

speaking about the kingdom of God. 4While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave 

Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have 

heard from me; 5for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not 

many days from now.” 

 6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will 

restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the 

Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 

upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of 

the earth.” 9When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him 

out of their sight. 10While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two 

men in white robes stood by them. 11They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up 

toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same 

way as you saw him go into heaven.” 
 

L    The Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God! 

 

 

L  Please join in reading the Psalm - Congregation responses are in bold type 

 

Psalm 47 
God has gone up with a shout. (Ps. 47:5) 

 

 1Clap your hands, all you peoples; 

  shout to God with a joyful sound. 

 2For the LORD Most High is to be feared: 

  a great king over all the earth, 
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 3who subdues the peoples under us, 

  and the nations under our feet; 

 4who chooses our inheritance for us, 

  the pride of Jacob, whom God loves.  

 5God has gone up with a shout, 

  the LORD with the sound of the ram’s horn. 

 6Sing praises to God, sing praises; 

  sing praises to our king, sing praises.  

 7For God is king of all the earth; 

  sing praises with a song. 

     8God reigns over the nations; 

  God is enthroned on high. 

 9The nobles of the peoples have gathered as the people of the God of Abraham. 

  The rulers of the earth belong to God, who is highly exalted.  

 

 

A READING FROM EPHESIANS 
 

Ephesians 1:15-23 
The risen and exalted Christ reigns over the entire universe. The author of Ephesians prays that 

we are given the wisdom to know the power of the risen Christ and the empowering hope that the 

knowledge of this inheritance provides. 

 
15I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for 

this reason 16I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. 17I pray that 

the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and 

revelation as you come to know him, 18so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may 

know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance 

among the saints, 19and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, 

according to the working of his great power. 20God put this power to work in Christ when he 

raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21far above all 

rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this 

age but also in the age to come. 22And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the 

head over all things for the church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 

 

L  The Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God! 

 
PLEASE STAND 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     

 
A Alleluia.  

C  Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. LUKE the 24Th CHAPTER 

 

C Glory to you, O Lord 
 

Luke 24:44-53 
On the day of his ascension, Jesus leaves his disciples with a commission, a blessing, and a 

promise of the Holy Spirit. 

 
44Jesus said to the eleven and those with them, “These are my words that I spoke to you 

while I was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, 

and the psalms must be fulfilled.”45Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46and 

he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the 

third day, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all 

nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49And see, I am sending 

upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with 

power from on high.” 

 50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. 
51While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. 52And they 

worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; 53and they were continually in the 

temple blessing God. 

 

P The Gospel of the Lord.  

C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

PLEASE BE SEATED 

 

SERMON                                                                                                       Pastor Taylor                 
 

PLEASE STAND 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                                  “I Come with Joy”                               ELW #482 

 

I come with joy, a child of God, forgiven, loved, and free, 

the life of Jesus to recall in love laid down for me, in love load down for me. 

 

I come with Christians far and near to find, as all are fed, 

the new community of love in Christ’s communion bread, in Christ’s communion bread. 

 

As Christ breaks bread, and bids us share, each proud division ends. The love that made us, 

makes us one and strangers now are friends, and strangers now are friends. 

 

The Spirit of the risen Christ, unseen, but ever near, 

is in such friendship better known, alive among us here, alive among us here. 

 

Together met, together bound by all that God has done, 

we’ll go with joy, to give the world the love that makes us one, the love that makes us one. 

 

 

APOSTLES' CREED  
P Let us join in confessing our faith using the words of the Apostle’s Creed. 

 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

  creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the Virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried; 

  he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

  he ascended into heaven, 

  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting. Amen 
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THE PRAYERS  
 

A Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God 

who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 

A brief silence. 

A  You call the whole church on earth to worship and bless you. Empower your church to 

bear joyful witness to your love made known in Jesus Christ. Hear us, O God. 

C  Your mercy is great. 

A  You have fashioned a habitat for all your creatures and you fill the earth with your glory. 

Give rain where it is needed and rescue those inundated by floods. Mend what we have 

torn in the fabric of creation and replenish and nourish your world. Hear us, O God. 

C  Your mercy is great. 

A  In the majesty of your love, you rule the world with justice and mercy. Give those in 

authority the spirit of your love, so that all who are hungry and poor receive food and 

resources, and all people flourish and live in peace. Hear us, O God. 

C  Your mercy is great. 

A  You heal those who are sick and bind up the brokenhearted. Attend to the cares and needs 

of the hurting and hopeless in our congregation, community, workplaces, schools, and 

families. Especially we pray for Betty Lou, Shirley, Jean, Wilma, Emily, Dawn, Mark, 

Bob, Theresa, Betsy, George, Barbara, Dina, Joanne, Elizabeth, Kay, Rich, Jack, Karen, 

Deanna, Clyde, Carol, Rodney, Bonnie, Pauline, Jean, Carl, Neal, Larry, Patt, Denise, 

Viola, Janice, Gail, Tony, John, Sandy, Al and Maryanne. Hear us, O God. 

C  Your mercy is great. 

A  You have gathered us in this congregation, enlightened our hearts, and given us a share of 

the immeasurable greatness of your power. Help us love one another, be reconciled 

where we are divided, and share the riches of your grace with our neighbors. Hear us, O 

God. 

C  Your mercy is great. 

A  In raising Christ from the dead, you put your great power to work in the world. Raise us 

and all who have died in the faith with Christ. We remember saints in our lives and in our 

community. Thank you for their gifts among us. Hear us, O God. 

C  Your mercy is great. 

P In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-

ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C  Amen. 
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SHARING OF THE PEACE  

 
P   The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 

 

Please wave to each other or share the peace sign  

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER   
 

A  In thanksgiving for our offerings, let us pray. 

God of love, 

you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. 

Receive our lives and the gifts we offer. 

Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; 

for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. 

C  Amen 

 

MEAL 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy...we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn: 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might:  

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.   

Hosanna in the highest. 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 
P  Holy, living, and loving God, 

we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth. 

We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the flood, 

for freeing your people Israel from the bonds of slavery, 

and for sending your Son to be our Redeemer. 

We give you thanks for Jesus 

who, living among us, 

healed the sick, 

fed the hungry, 

and with a love stronger than death, 

gave his life for others. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

         Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Remembering, therefore, 

his life-giving death and glorious resurrection, 

we await your promised life for all this dying world. 

Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup: 

carry us in your arms from death to life, 

that we may live as your chosen ones, 

clothed in the righteousness of Christ. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 

in your holy Church, 

both now and forever. 

C  Amen 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

P  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 

C Our Father, who art in heaven,  

  hallowed be thy name,  

  thy kingdom come,  

  thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

  and forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

  and lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

  forever and ever.  

Amen. 

 

COMMUNION 

 

P Lamb of God,  

C you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

P Lamb of God,  

C you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P  The risen Christ invites us to this table. 

Come, eat and be satisfied. 

 

HOLY COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

 
P  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in His grace. 

C Amen.  
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
A Wellspring of joy, 

through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. 

Satisfy the hunger still around us, 

and send us as joyful witnesses, 

that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

SENDING 
 
BENEDICTION 

P May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom 

to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 

The God of life, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. 

C  Amen. 

 

 

SENDING HYMN                “Lord, You Give the Great Commission”                   ELW #579 

 

Lord, you give the great commission: “Heal the sick and preach the word.”  

Lest the church neglect its mission, and the gospel go unheard, 

help us witness to you purpose with renewed integrity: 

With the Spirit’s gifts empower us for the work of ministry. 

 

Lord, you call us to your service: “In my name baptize and teach.”  

That the word may trust your promise ,life abundant meant for each, 

give us all new fervor, draw us closer in community: 

With the Spirit’s gifts empower us for the work of ministry. 

 

Lord, you make the common holy: “This my body, this my blood.”  

Let us all, for earth’s true glory, daily lift life heavenward, 

asking that the world around us share your children’s liberty: 

With the Spirit’s gifts empower us for the work of ministry.                       

Hymn continued on next page 
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Lord, you show us love’s true measure: “Father, what they do, forgive.”  

Yet we hoard as private treasure all that you so freely give. 

May your care and mercy lead us to a just society. 

With the Spirit’s gifts empower us for the work of ministry. 

 

Lord, you bless with words assuring: “I am with you to the end.”  

Faith and hope and love restoring, may we serve as you intend 

and, amid the cares that claim us, hold in mind eternity: 

With the Spirit’s gifts empower us for the work of ministry. 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

P Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

C  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

P  Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

C  Thanks be to God. Alleluia!   

 

 

POSTLUDE              “Praise God, from Whom all Blessings Flow”      arr. Bourgeois                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission 

under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #44030. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  

OneLicense  A721789: Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service. 

 

Worship Helpers  

Asst. Minister  Jean Frye 

Reader   Rosalie Wright 

Ushers   Craig Dillman, Ken Ikeda 

 

The flowers are offered to the glory of God by Tom, Julie & Family in memory of Jane 

Chegwidden. 

 

The bulletins are offered to the glory of God. 
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REMEMBER TO WEAR RED NEXT SUNDAY 

 

 

 

RED IS THE COLOR...GERANIUMS ARE THE FLOWERS 
 

Geraniums are needed to decorate our church for Pentecost Sunday May 

23rd and then planted outside to beautify our church grounds. Cost is $4.00 

per plant. Please use the envelope in the basket in the narthex to order and 

pay for your flowers. Place in the offering plate or call the church office. To 

sponsor. Please make sure all information is written clearly on the envelope. 

Deadline to order is TODAY. We need 120 geraniums so please consider 

sponsoring a few plants! 

 

 

GERANIUM PLANTING 

 

Help is needed Monday May 24th (weather permitting) at 6:30pm to plant 

the geraniums from Pentecost around our church grounds. We need many 

hands to plant 120 geraniums. Please mark your calendar, bring a small 

shovel, and come out to join in the fun!!!!! 

 

 

       

 

NEXT SUNDAY                                                                                        May 23, 2021 

THE DAY OF PENTECOST 

Worship Service 9:30am 

Sunday school 10:45am on Zoom 
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CURRENT EVENTS BIBLE STUDY 

 

We will re-start our every other Wednesday evening Bible study on the 1st 

and 3rd Wednesdays of the month using The Wired Word material. We will 

meet here at the church at 6:30pm. The next meeting is 19th. If you are not 

yet comfortable coming to the church, please let Pastor Deb or Cindy know 

and we will provide a Zoom connection. Masks will be worn and social 

distancing observed. 

 

 

BEAR CREEK CAMP INFO 

 

Registration is now open for summer camp at Bear Creek Camp. 

Information is on the bulletin board in the parlor or go to bearcreek 

camp.org for all the information about dates, COVID policy, etc. Financial 

help is available for cost of camp. Contact the church office. Summer camp 

positions are also open. Envelopes are on the table in the back of the church 

to help with camp tuition. 

 

 

PLEASE JOIN US! 

“Growing Young” Reading Group 

 

studying the six essential strategies that have helped congregations to “Grow 

Young”. Books are available in the church office. 

2nd Thursday of the month at 6:30pm 

Beginning 5/13/2021 

 

 

PLEASE DO NOT BRING ANY ITEMS FOR THE 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE SHELTER! 
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GRADUATION INFORMATION NEEDED 

 

Please send information on graduations to the church office by e-mail 

clccony@ptd.net or call 570-788-1572. Please send, with the student’s 

name, high school name with future plans for college, work, armed forces, 

etc. College name with degree and future plans with employment, etc.  

 

 

LWR Quilting 

Many supplies are needed for this ministry—fabric, batting, sheets for 

backing, and embroidery floss for tying, among other things.   We have a 

good supply of fabric to start, but donations of cotton or cotton blend 

fabrics will be accepted as well as sheets for backings.  Twin flat sheets are 

ideal, but any size will be accepted.  Used sheets may be donated as long as 

they are not stained or threadbare.  We are purchasing the batting in bulk, 

but this will be our biggest expense, so monetary donations will be 

welcome. 

If you feel you cannot participate in the making of the quilts, please 

consider making a monetary donation to offset the cost of supplies.  Just 

put your donation in any envelope you have, mark it “LWR Quilts” and put 

it in the offering plate.   

Please prayerfully consider joining in this ministry.  If you have any 

questions, please contact Jean Frye at 570-788-5700 or Marian Jaxheimer 

at 570-788-6098.   

 

 

mailto:clccony@ptd.net
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VALOR STAND DOWN EVENT 
 
The Next Valor Stand down event in Hazleton is Sunday morning June 
6th.   This event is staged to find and assist homeless veterans and provide 
clothing and food to other homeless and those who need help.   Br. Fred 
Jaxheimer is inviting our congregation and the other VIC congregations to 
collect some items for Valor's core mission effort. He will deliver all the 
collected items when he goes to volunteer at the Stand down event on June 
6th.  
 
The items needed/requested are as follows:  
Much needed:  Pull top cans of fruit.  
Always needed: Jars of peanut butter.   
 
Used but with remaining wear - blue jeans and hoodies.   
Used but with remaining wear - Boots and sneakers  
New underwear, mens and womens  
NOTE: Surprisingly, at this time they do not need or want any socks.    
 
Please drop off your donations on the tables to the left inside the parlor 
(see sign) by June 4th at noon.   All donated items will be used for future 
2021 stand down events in Northeast PA or be provided to Veterans in 
interim  housing at The Major Paul Syverson Veterans Sanctuary (commonly 
referred to as Paul's House) in Polk Township.   
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PLEASE NOTE: 

 

Individual communion cups are ready for pick up for you to use at home. 

They are inside the front door of the parlor and may be picked up during 

office hours. Please help yourself. If you cannot come to the church during 

the hours posted, please call the church office (570-788-1572) to make other 

arrangements. You may also commune with what you have handy at home; 

bread, crackers, juice, wine, etc. 

 

 

YOU MAY COME AND WORSHIP FROM THE PARKING LOT IN 

YOUR CAR -If listening in the parking lot, please tune radio to 90.1FM 

 

 

WE ARE LIVE! 

 

FaceBook Live that is. Our Sunday morning 9:30am service is on our 

FaceBook page “Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church Congregation’ or catch 

the service on the website video tab using ‘clcconyngham.org’. The bulletin 

is on the web site using the bulletin tab. 
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Stephen Ministry 
Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ 

 (Galatians 6:2, NRSV) 

 
The congregation is planning on starting a new outreach program called Stephen 

Ministry.  This ministry offers an effective way to organize, equip, and supervise a team 

of congregation members called Stephen Ministers—to provide high-quality, one-to-one, 

Christ-centered care to people in the congregation and the community experiencing life 

difficulties.  These can include, but are not limited to, death, divorce/separation, job loss, 

relocation, life threatening illness, loss of property, etc. 

 

Stephen Ministers are trained by Stephen Leaders, all being from the congregation.  

Stephen Leaders and the church pastor match Stephen Ministers with people in need of 

care. The Stephen Minister meets with his or her Care Receiver for about an hour a week 

to provide one-to-one Christ-centered care. This relationship lasts as long as needed. It is 

important to remember that this ministry IS NOT counseling.  Stephen Ministers gather 

together twice monthly to receive the guidance, support, and encouragement they need to 

provide high-quality care. They also participate in continuing education to enhance their 

skills. 

 

This ministry was started in 1975 by Rev. Kenneth C. Haugk, Ph.D., a pastor and clinical 

psychologist, to help him provide Christian care and support to people in his 

congregation and community who were experiencing life difficulties.  It is based in St. 

Louis, MO.  Stephen Ministry is in more than 13,000 congregations from more than 

180 Christian denominations, in all 50 states in the US, 10 Canadian provinces, 

and 30 other countries.  

 

For more information on Stephen Ministry, contact Deb Jones at 570-233-7675 or 

msjonesncc@gmail.com or Pastor Deb. 

 

 

 

mailto:msjonesncc@gmail.com

