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Our Synod is trying something new – and we 
need you! As many of you will know, our 2021 
Synod Assembly (SA21) was scheduled to be at 
the Kalahari Resort in the Poconos.  COVID 
canceled that plan.  Our Synod Assembly for this 
year is to be virtual once again and is scheduled 
for June 4 & 5. 

Our theme for SA21 is “Growing Young and Vital.  
It will showcase our commitment to the nation-wide church renewal program called “Growing 
Young”.   It will also introduce our three-pronged Synod-wide emphasis on the “Vital Signs,” signs of 
life and thriving among us. These Vital Signs are: Loving the Land, Healing the Hurt, and 
Engaging the Stranger. Our goal was to invite many churches and ministries in the Synod to 
participate by bringing your ministries in the three areas to display at the Kalahari Resort.  So, what 
to do, now that SA21 is virtual?   

Introducing NEPA Ministry Lab 2021!  (MinLab for short.) MinLab is your opportunity to 
spotlight how your churches or organization’s ministries are already showing evidence of these Vital 
Signs.  Where is your congregation shining as a “Jesus-Centered Community” (Growing Young)? 
Think of this day exactly as the name implies: a ministry laboratory.  1.) we give you a display area.  
You showcase your ministry in that space exactly how you choose.  It is up to your creativity.  2.) this 
is your opportunity to mingle with others doing ministries like yours.  And, 3.) perhaps most 
importantly, be inspired by others doing ministry around one of the other vital signs.   

We will hold the event mainly outdoors at the Lutheran Center in Allentown – our Synod 
headquarters – on August 14, 2021 from 10:00AM to 3:00PM.  More details about exactly when and 
how to participate will be coming soon. This is where you come in!  How can your churches or 
organization’s ministries help all of us in our synod to see the signs of life among us? 

This is your opportunity to proclaim to all the signs of life that are active in your local community.  
To inspire others to partner with you, or to start a ministry of their own.  To show the rest of us how it 
works, right where you are planted. There will be lots of fun and excitement on full display.  We will 
use as much of the Lutheran Center’s parking lot and property as we can to accommodate all who 
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want to participate. There will be music – with an emphasis 
on Growing Young and Vital.  Does your church have a 
ministry in music that reached out to others?  Please bring 
that gift to share with us. There will be food – with an 
emphasis on food insecurity – an excellent example of all 
three of our vital signs.  Loving the Land by using locally 
sourced ingredients; Healing the Hurt by sharing generously 
with those in need; Engaging the Stranger by showing love 
and compassion to “the least of these”. Join us!! 
 
          -Dan Raudenbush, Trinity Lutheran Church, Kutztown 

 
Meet the Staff:   Rev. Lauren Wolfe Blatt 

     I joined the synod staff in January as the Director of 

Communication and Events. I also serve full-time at St. 
John’s, Mahoning, which is a small rural congregation nestled 
in the Mahoning Valley farmlands. I received my undergraduate 
degree in Philosophy from 
Alvernia University, my 
Mdiv from Lutheran 
Theological Seminary at 
Philadelphia, and I am 
currently working on my 
DMin from United Lutheran 
Seminary. I was ordained in 
2017 as a Minister of Word 
and Sacrament, and I love 
pastoring God’s people. 

       I enjoy spending time at home with my wife, Hannah, our 
dogs (Riley & Sirius), and our cats (Finnegan & Tank). In my 
leisure time, I enjoy anything related to Pokemon, reading, 
video games, and completing projects around the house!
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Registration is now open for 
the Trouble the Water: 
Racial Justice & 
Reconciliation event on 
Saturday, May 22. This is a 
completely virtual 
conference with our keynote 
speaker, the Rev. Cecee 
Mills, and featured 
speakers the Rev. Marsha 
Williams, Dr. Helen Davis, 
the Rev. Melissa Pohlman, 
and as both a workshop 
leader and preacher for the 
event we have the Rev. James 
Thomas. This is a day of 
worship and workshops to 
better grow in our 
understanding of racial 
justice and reconciliation 
that is open to all people: 
Pastors, Deacons, staff, lay 
member, non-church people, 
etc.  Some of the topics of 
the workshops are a biblical 
view against racism, white 
privilege, how congregations 
can support communities 
during social unrest, & what 
is implicit bias is all about. 
Register from the synod’s 
website. Please register and 
join us for this important and 
timely event. A suggested 
donation for the event is $25 
per person.  

http://www.cvent.com/events/trouble-the-water/event-summary-1a0e8974d4524b94912926f783dfb8f4.aspx

